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PART I 

LEGENDARY GREECE 

{Centinuei) 


CHAPTER XVI 

ORBCIAN MYTHES, AS UNDERSTOOD, FELT AND INTERPRETED 
BY THE GREEKS THEMSELVES 

The preceding sections have been intended to exhibit a 
sketch of that narrative matter, so abundant, so characteristic, 
and so interesting, out of which early Grecian history and 
chronology have been extracted. Raised originally by hands 
unseen and from data unassignable, it existed first in the shape 
of floating talk among the people, from whence a large por- 
tion of it passed into the song of the poets, who multiplied, 
transformed and adorned it in a thousand various ways. 
These mythes or current stories, the spontaneous and earliest 
growth of the Grecian mind, constituted at the same time the 
entire intellectual stock of the age to which they belonged. 
They are the common root of all those different ramifications 
into which the mental activity of the Greeks subsequently 
diverged ; containing, as it were, the preface and germ of the 
positive history and philosophy, the dogmatic theology and the 
professed romance, which we shall hereafter trace each in its 
separate development. They furnished aliment to the curiosity, 
and solution to the vague doubts and aspirations of the age ; 
they explained the origin of those customs and standing peculi- 
arities with which men were familiu ; they impressed moral 
lessons, awakened patriotic sympathies, and exhibited in detail 
the shadowy, but anxious, presentiments of the vulgar as to the 
agency of the gods s moreover they satisfied that craving for 
adventure and appetite for the marvellous, which has in modern 
times become the province of fiction proper. 

I 
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It is difficult, we may say impossible, for a man of mature 
age to carry back his mind to his conceptions such as they 
stood when he was a child, growing naturally out of his 
imagination and feelings, working upon a scanty stock of 
materials, and borrowing from authorities whorn he blindly 
followed but imperfectly apprehended. A similar difficulty 
occurs when we attempt to place ourselves in the historical and 
quasi-philosophical point of view which the ancient mythes 
present to us. We can follow perfectly the imagination and 
feeling which dictated these tale^ and we can admire and sym- 
pathise with them as animated, sublime, and affecting poetry j 
but we are too much accustomed to matter of fact and 
philosophy of a positive kind to be able to conceive a time 
when these beautiful fancies were construed literally and 
accepted as serious reality. 

Nevertheless it is obvious that Grecian mythes cannot be 
either understood or appreciated except with reference to the 
system of conceptions and belief of the ages in which they 
arose. We must suppose a public not reading and writing, but 
seeing, hearing and telling — destitute of all records, and careless 
as well as ignorant of positive history with its indispensable 
tests, yet at the same time curious and full of eagerness for 
new or impressive incidents— -strangers even to the rudiments 
of positive philosophy and to the idea of invariable sequences 
of nature either in the physical or moral world, yet requiring 
some connecting theory to interpret and regularise the phse- 
nomena before them. Such a theory was supplied by the 
spontaneous inspirations of an early fancy, which supposed the 
habitual agency of beings intelligent and voluntary like them- 
selves, but superior in extent of power, and different in 
peculiarity of attributes. In the geographical ideas of the 
Homeric period, the earth was flat and round, with the deep and 
gentle ocean-stream flowing around and returning into itself ; 
chronology, or means of measuring past time, there existed 
none. Nevertheless, unobserved regions might be described, 
the forgotten past unfolded, and the unknown future predicted — 
through particular men specially inspired by the gods, or en- 
dowed by them with that peculiar vision which detected and 
interpreted passing signs and omens. 

If even the rudiments of scientific geography and physics, 
now so universally diffused and so invaluable as a security 
against error and delusion, were wanting in this early stage of 
society, their place was abundantly supplied by vivacity of 
imagination and by personifying sympathy. The unbounded 
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tendency of the Homeric Greeks to multiply fictitious persons; 
and to construe interesting or formidable phenomena into 
manifestations of design, is above all things here to be noticed, 
because the form of personal narrative, universal in ■ their 
mythes, is one of its many consequences. Their polytheism 
(comprising some elements of an original fetichism, in which 
particular objects had themselves been supposed to be endued 
with life, volition, and design) recognised agencies of unseen 
beings identified and confounded with the different localities 
and departments of the physical world. Of such beings there 
were numerous varieties, and many gradations both in power 
and attributes j there were differences of age, sex, and local 
residence, relations both conjugal and filial between them, and 
tendencies sympathetic as well as repugnant. The gods 
formed a sort of political community of their own, which had 
its hierarchy, its distribution of ranks and duties, its con- 
tentions for power and occasional revolutions, its public meet- 
ings in the agora of Olympus, and its multitudinous banquets 
or festivals.^ The great Olympic gods were in fact only the 
most exalted amongst an aggregate of quasi-human or ultra- 
human personages, — dtemons, heroes, nymphs, eponymous (or 
name giving) genii, identified with each river, mountain,® cape, 

> Homer, Iliad, i. 603 j xx. 7. Hesiod, Theogon. 802. 

“ We read in the 1 liad that Asteroptsus was grandson of the beautifnl 
river Axius, and Achilles, after having slnin him, admits the dignity of this 
parentage, hut boasts that his own descent from Zens was much greater, 
since even the great river Acheldus and Occanus himself is inferior to Zeus 
(xxi. 157-191). Skamnnder fichts with Achilles, calling his brother Simols 
to his aid (213-308). Tyrd, the daughter of Salmdneus, falls in love with 
Knipeus, the most beautiful of rivers (Odyss. xi. 237). AchelOus appears 
as a suitor of Deiunira (Sopliokl. Trara. 9). 

There cannot be a belter illustration of this reelin|; than what is told of 
the New Zealanders at the present time. The chief Heu-Heu appeals to 
his ancestor, the great mountain Tonga Riro: “I am the Heu-Heu, and 
rule over yon all, just as my ancestor, Tonga Riro, the mountain of snow, 
stands above all this Innd.'*^ (E. J. Wakefield, Adventures in New Zealand, 
vol. i. ch. 17, p. 465). Heu-Heu refused permission to any one to ascend 
the mountain, on the ground that if was his ifftina, or ancestor : "he con- 
stantly identified himself with the mountain and called it his sacred, 
ancestor” (vol. ii. c. 4, p. 113). The mountains in New Zealand ,nre 
accounted by the natives masculine and feminine t Tonga Rlro, and Tiim- 
naki, two male mountains, quarrelled abqnt the affections of a small volcanic 
female mountain in the neighbourhood (ibid, ii, c. 4, p. 97). 

The religious imagination of the Hindoos also (as described by Colonel 
Slceman in his excellent work, Rambles and Kecollections of an Indian 
Official), affords a remarkable parallel to that of the early Greeks. Colonel 
Sleeman says— ' ' 

" I asked some of the Hindoos about ns why they called the river 
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town, village, or known circumscription of territory, — besides 
horses, bulls, and dogs, of immortal breed and peculiar 
attributes, and monsters of strange lineaments and combina- 
tions, “ Gorgons and Harpies and Chimseras dire." As there 
were in every gens or family special gentile deities and foregone 
ancestors who watched over its members, forming in each the 
characteristic symbol and recognised guarantee of their union, 
so there seem to have been in each guild or trade peculiar 
beings whose vocation it was to co-operate or to impede in 
various stages of the business.^ 


Mother Nerbudda, if she was really never manied. Her majesty (said they 
with great respect) would really never consent to he married after the 
indignity she suffered from her affianced bridegroom the Sohun ; and we 
call her mether because she blesses us ell, and we arc anxious to accost her 
by the name which we consider to be the most rcspectfiil and endearing, 
“Any Englishman can easily conceive a poet in his highest calenture of 
the brain, addressing the Ocean as a steed that knows his rider, and patting 
the crested billow as his flowing mane. But he must come to India to 
understand how every individual of a whole community of many millions 
can addyess a fine river as a living being~a sovereign princess who hears 
and tendersiands all they say, and exercises a kind of local superintendence over 
their affairs, without a single temple in which her image is worshipped, or a 
single priest to profit by the delusion. As in the case of the Ganges, it is 
the river itself to whom (^address themselves, and not to any deity residing 
in it, orfiresiSng over sV— the stream itself is the deity which fills their 
imaginations, and receives their homage.” (Rambles and Recollections of 
an Indian Official, ch. iii. p. 20.) Compare also the remarks in the same 
work on the sanctity of hfother Nerbudda (chapter xxvii. p. 261) ; also of 
the holy personality of the earth.^ — " The land is considered as the MOTUER 
of the pnnee or chief who holds it, the great parent from whom he derives 
all that maintains him, his family, and his establishments. If well-treated, 
she yields this in abundance to her son ; but if he presumes to look upon 
her with the eye of desire, she ceases to be fruitful ; or the Deity sends 
down hail or blight to destroy all that she yields. The measuring the sur- 
face of the fields, and the frequently inspecting the crops by the chief him- 
self or his immediate agents, were considered by tlie people in this liglit — 
eitbn it should not be done at all or the duty shoula be delegated to 
inferior agents, whose close inspection of vhe great parent could not be so 
displeasing to the Deity" (ch. xxvii. p. 248). 

bee also about the Gods who are believed to reside in trees— the Peepul- 
tree, the cotton-tree, &c. (ch.ix. p. sis), and the description of the annual 
marriage celehmted between the sacred pebble, or pebble-god, Saligram, 
and the sacred shrub Toolseo, celebrated at great expense and with a 
numerous procession (ch. xix. p. 138; xxiii. p. 185). 

^ See the song to the potters, in the Homeric Epigrams (14)— 


“nj KftAAti m\ TiftYjv apitrBtu, 

SwkoAA* Kati.Cvtf iriKtirnpnf ' 

^ojSiCicnih 

B , ma iroAAa vopkuf 
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The extensive and multiform personifications, here faintly 
sketched, pervaded in every direction the mental system of the 
Greeks, and were identified intimately both with their con- 
ception and with their description of phsenomena, present as 
well as past. That which to us is interesting as the mere 
creation of an exuberant fancy, was to the Greek genuine and 
venerated reality. The earth and the solid heaven (Gsea and 
Uranos) were both conceived and spoken of by him as 
endowed with appetite, feeling, sex, and most of the various 
attributes of humanity. Instead of a sun such as we now see, 
subject to astronomical laws, and forming the centre of a system 
the changes of which we can ascertain and foreknow, he saw 
the great god Helios, mounting his chariot in the morning in 
the east, reaching at midday the height of the solid heaven, and 
arriving in the evening at the western horizon, with horses 
fatigued and desirous of repose. HfiHos, having favourite 
spots wherein his beautiful cattle grazed, took pleasure in con- 
templating them during the course of his journey, and was 
sorely displeased if any man slew or injured them : he had 
moreover sons and daughters on earth, and as his all-seeing eye 
penetrated everywhere, he was sometimes in a situation to reveal 
secrets even to the gods themselves — ^while on other occasions 
he was constrained to turn aside in order to avoid con- 
templating scenes of abomination.^ To us these now appear 

A certain kindred between men and serpents {avy’/iviiiv riva irph robt 
Sipas) was recognised in the peculiar gens of the iipuyYm'is near Parion, 
who possessed the gift of healing by tbeir touches the bite of the serpent t 
the original hero of this gens was said to have been transformed from a 
serpent into a man (Strabo, xiii. p. 5S8}. 

> Odyss. ii. 38S ; vili. 270 ; xii. 4, 128, 416 ; xxiii. 362. Iliad, xiv. 344. 
The Homeric Hymn to D6ro8t6r expresses it neatly (63) — 

'IIAtw S’ train, St&i> amiAv rat ivSpZy, 

Also the remarkable story of Eu&iius of Apoildiiia, _his neglect of the 
sacred cattle of Helios, and the awful consequences of it (Herodol, ix, 93 « 
compare Theoor. Idyll, xxv. 130), 

I know no passage in which this conception of the heavenly bodies as 
Persons is more strikingly set forth than in the words of the German chief 
Boiocalus, pleading the cause of himself and his tribe the Ansibarii before 
the Roman legate Avitus. This tribe, expelled by other tribes from its 
native possessions, had sat down upon some of that wide extent of lands on 
the Lower Rhine which the Roman Government reserved for the use of its 
soldiers, but which remained desert, because the soldiers bod neither the 
means nor the inclination to occupy them: The old chief, pleading his 
cause before Avitus, who had issued an order to him to evacuate the lands, 
first dwelt upon his fidelity of fifty years to the Romui cause, and next 
touched upon the enormity of retaining so large an area in a state of waste 
(Tacit. Ann. xiii, sj) : "Ouolam partem campi jacere, in qnam peeora.et 
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puerile, though pleasing fancies, but to an Homeric Greek they 
seemed perfectly natural and plausible. In his view, the 
description of the sun, as given in a modern astronomical 
treatise, would have appeared not merely absurd, but repulsive 
and impious. Even in later times, when the positive spirit of 
inquiry had made considerable progress, Anaxagoras and othei; 
astronomers incurred the charge of blasphemy for dispersonify- 
ing H61ios, and trying to assign invariable laws to the solar 
phaenomena.^ Personifying fiction was in this way blended by 

armenta militum aliquando transmitterentur? Servarent sane receplos 
gregibus, inter hominum famam ; modo ne vastitatem et solitudinem mal- 
lent, quam amicos populos. Chamavorum quon'dam ea arva, mo.'c Tii- 
bantuni, et post Usipiorum fnisse. Sicuti coelum Diis, ita terras gencri 
mortnlium datas ■. quseque vacuiE, eas publicas esse. Solem deinde resiiici- 
ens, ctcattra sidera Tiocaits, quasi eoram interrogabat — mtlmtue contueri 
i»atu seluni ? palms mare superjunderenl adversus terrarum eref lores, 
Commotus his Avltns,” &c. The legate refused the request, but privately 
offered to Boiocalus lands for himself apart from the tribe, which that chief 
indignantly spurned. He tiled to maintain himself in the lands, but was 
expelled by the Roman arms, and forced to seek a home among the other 
German tribes, all of whom refused it. After much wandering and priva- 
tion, the whole tribe of the Ansibarii was annihilated t ita warriors were 
all slain, its women and children sold as slaves. 

I notice this afflicting sequel, in order to show that the brave old chief 
was pleading before Avitus a matter of life and death both to himself and 
his tribe, and that the occasion was one least of all suited for a mere 
rhetorical prosopopceia. His appeal is one sincere and heartfelt to the 
personal feelings and sympathies of Helios. 

Tacitus, in reporting the speech, accompanies it with the gloss “guasi 
cotam,” to mark that the speaker here passes into a different order of ideas 
from that to which himself or his readers were accustomed. If Boiocalus 
could have heard, and reported to his tribe, an astronomical lecture, he 
would have introduced some explanation, in order to facilitate to his trihe 
the comprehension of Hfflios under a point of view so new to them. 
While Tacitus finds it necessary to illnstmte by a comment the personifieo' 
lion of the sun, Boiocalus would have had some trouble to make bis tribe 
comprehend the deification of the god JHHios. 

* Physical astronomy was both new and accounted impious in the lime of 
the Peloponnesian war: see Plutarch, in his reference to that eclipse 
which proved so fatal to the Athenian army at Syracuse, in consequence 
of the religious feelings of Nikiss ; oi yip livflxooTo robs tjiviswobs aal 
pereupoXiaxas riro KaXovfifvaut, bs *ts alrlas Myovs tcoi Svvipms 
ksrpovoiiTovs uaX Kiim\vo.yKaap,iva rmiffit tiarplfiooras rb Belov (Plutarch, 
Nikias, c. 33, and Perikl$s, c. 33; Hioddr. xii. 39 j D^mfitr. Phaler, ap. 
Diogen. La^rt, ix. 9. i). 

“ You strange man, MelStus,” said Sokralfe, on his trial, to his accuser, 
"ore you seriously affirming that I do not think Hfflios and Seldnd to be 
gods, as the rest of mankind think ?" •' Certainly not, men of the Dikas- 
teiy ; {this is the reply of MeKtus), Sokrat6s says that the sun is a stone, 
and the moon earth,” “Why, my dear Melfitus, you think you are pre- 
ferring an accusation against Anaxagoras 1 You account these Dikasts so 
contemptibly ignorant as not to know that the hooks of Anaxagoras are full 
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the Homeric Greeks with their conception of the physical 
phsenoraena before them, not simply in the way of poetical 
ornament, but as a genuine portion of their every-day belief. 

The gods and heroes of the land and the tribe belonged, in 
the conception of a Greek, alike to the present and to the past : 
he worshipped in their groves and at their festivals ; he in- 
voked their protection, and believed in their superintending 
guardianship, even in his own day: but their more special, 
intimate, and sympathising, agency was cast back into the 
unrecorded past.^ To give suitable utterance to this general 
sentiment — to furnish body and movement and detail to these 
divine and heroic pre-existences, which were conceived only 
in shadowy outline, — to lighten up the dreams of what the 
past must have been,^ in the minds of those who knew not 

of such doclrines I Is it from me that the youth acquire such teaching, 
when they may buy the books for a drachma in the theatre, and may thus 
laugh me to scorn if I pretended to announce such views as my own — no/ 
it mtniion that they art in ihemstlvts so extravagant?" — {&\\us re aal 
tSras &roira tma, Plato, Apolog. Sokrat, c. 14, p. 26,} 

The divinity of Hfilios and Sel&id is emphatically set forth by Plato, 
Lcgg. X. p. 886, 889, He permits physical astronomy only under great 
restrictions and to a limited extent. Compare Xenoph. Memor. iv. 7, 7 ; 
llionn. Lafirt. ii. 8 ; Plutarch, De .Sloicor. Repugnant, c. 40, p. 1053 ; 
and Schaubach ad Anaxagorre Fragmenta, p. 6. 

' Hesiod, Catalog. Frngm. 76, p. 48, ed. Dtlntser — 

Surat y&p rhrt fffrtv ivvoi ru Soaucou, 

'ASauttroir n Otoin KaraSvijrois P ivtp&noti, 

Hoth theTheogonia and the Works and Days bear testimony to the same 
general feeling. Even the heroes of Homer suppose a preceding age, the 
inmates of which were in nearer contact with the gods than they them- 
selves (Odyss. viii. 823$ Iliad, v. 3045 xil. 3S2). Compare Catullus, 
Cartn. 64 ; Eplthalam. Poleds et Thelidos, v. 382-408. 

Menander the Rhetor (following generally the steps of Dionys. Hal. Art. 
Rhetor, cap. 1-8) suggests to his fellow-citizens at Alexandria Tr6as, 
proper and enrapUmentary forms to invite a great man to visit their festival 
of tile Sminthia : — Htnnp yiip ’AwdAkara TroMdwr it 4 x*T 0 ^ itihu roit 
:Sl»vOiois, i/viKtt Btabi TrpoparSs ivtSniieTy rois iipSpiivois, 

off™ iea\ ai f) tiiP rpiiaStxtrai (wtpl 'EviSetitTM- s. iv. c. I4, ap. Walz, 
Coll. Rhetor, t. ix.p. 304). Menander seems to have been a native of Alex- 
andria Tidfis, though Suidas calls him a Laodicean (sec Walz. Prsef. ad t. 
ix. p. xv.-xx. ; and iripl SfuvStaKSr, sect, iv. c. 17). The festival of the 
Sminthia lasted down to ' his time, embracing the whole duration of 
paganism from Homer downwairis, 

* P. A. Mllllei observes justly in his Saga-BUliothek, in reference to the 
Icelandic mythesj “In dem Mythischen wird das Leben der Vorzeit 
daigestellt, wie es wlrklieh dem kindlichen VerStande, der jugendlicban 
Eintiildungskraft. und dem vollen Herzen, crscheint.” ( Lange's , Unter- 
suchnngen Uber aie Nordische und Deutsche Heldensage, translated from 
P. A. Mttller, Introd. p, i.) ' 
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what it really had been — such was the spontaneous aim and 
inspiration of productive genius in the community, and such 
were the purposes which the Grecian mythes pre-eminently 
accomplished. 

The love of antiquities, which Tacitus notices as so pre- 
valent among the Greeks of his day,^ was one of the earliest, 
the most durable, and the most widely diffused of the national 
propensities. But the antiquities of every state were divine 
and heroic, reproducing the lineaments, but disregarding the 
measure and limits, of ordinary humanity. The gods formed 
the starting-point, beyond which no man thought of looking, 
though some gods were more ancient than others : their 
progeny, the heroes, many of them sprung from human 
mothers, constitute an intermediate link between god and 
man. The ancient epic usually recognises the presence of a 
multitude of nameless men, but they are introduced chiefly 
for the purpose of filling the scene, and of executing the 
orders, celebrating the valour, and bringing out the person- 
ality, of a few divine or heroic characters.® It was the glory 
of bards and storytellers to be able to satisfy those religious 
and patriotic predispositions of the public which caused the 
primary demand for their tales, and which were of a nature 
eminently inviting and expansive. For Grecian religion was 
many-sided and many-coloured j it comprised a great multi- 
plicity of persons, together with miiclr diversity in the types 
of character j it divinised every vein and attribute of humanity, 
the lofty as well as the mean — ^the tender as well as the warlike 
— the self-devoting and adventurous as well as the laughter- 
loving and sensual. We shall hereafter reach a time when 
philosophers protested against such identification of the gods 
with the more vulgar appetites and enjoyments, believing that 
nothing except the spiritual attributes of man could properly 
be transferred to superhuman beings, and drawing their pre- 
dicates respecting the gods exclusively from what was awful, 

^ Titus visited the temple of the Paphian Venus in Cyprus, “spectat.^ 
opuientii donisque reprum, qnicque alia laitum antiquitatibus Cnecorum 

f enus interia vetusiati adjin^t, de navigatione primnm cousuiuit.” (Tacit, 
iist. ii. 4-5.) 

® Aristotei. Problem, xix. 48. Ol St 7}yifi6i/es t&v iLpxatup /uSvai ^crtai 
ijpaet' ai Xaat &vBpenrot. Islros followed this opinion aiso : but the more 
common view seems to have considered all who combated at Troy as 
heroes (see Schol. Iliad, il. no j xv. 331), and so Hesiod treats them (Opp, 
Di. 158). 

In reference to the Trojan war, Aristotle says—KoBAirtp ly rofs 'H/i « te a t s 
tfpl Ilpid/iou ftuSeitTot- (Ethic. Nicom. L 9 ; compare vii. r.) 
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majestic, and terror-striking, in human affairs. Such restric- 
tions on the religious fancy were continually on the increase, 
and the mystic and didactic stamp which marked the last 
century of paganism in the days of Julian and Libanius, 
contrasts forcibly with the concrete and vivacious forms, full 
of vigorous impulse and alive to all the capricious gusts of 
the human temperament, which people the Homeric Olympus.^ 
At present, however, we have only to consider the early, or 
Homeric and Hesiodic paganism, and its operations in the 
genesis of the mythical narratives. We cannot doubt that 
it supplied the most powerful stimulus, and the only one 
which the times admitted, to the creative faculty of the people j 

^ Generation by a god is treated in the old poems as an act entirely 
human and physical {intym — vapeAe'iosTo) ; and this was the common opinion 
in the days of Fiato (Piato, Apolog. Socrat. c. 15, p. 15); the hero 
Astrabakus is father of the Lacedmmonian king Demnratus (Herod, vi. 66). 
[Herodotus does not believe the story told him at Babylon respecting Bel us 
(i. 182).] KurlpidSs sometimes expresses disapprobation of the idea (Ion, 
350), but Fiato passed among a large portion of his admirers for the actual 
son of Apollo, and his reputed father Aristo on marrying was admonished in 
a dream to respect the person of his wife Perilciiun8, then pregnant by 
Apollo, until after the birth of the child Fiato (Plutarch, Quisst. Sympos. 
p. 717. viii. I; Diugen. Ladrt. iii. 2; Origen, cont. (Jets. i. p. 29). 
Plutarch (in Life of Numa, c. 4 s compare Life of ThSseus, 2) discusses the 
subject, and is inclined to disallow everything beyond mental sympathy and 
tenderness in a god: Pausanios deals timidly with it, and is not always 
consistent with himself ; while the later rhetors spiritunlise it altogether. 
Menander, irtpi ’EmSeiKri/cwi' (towards the end of the third century D.C.), 
prescribes rides for praising a king : you arc to praise him for the gens to 
which he belongs : perbaps you may be able to make out that he really is 
the son of some pod j for many who seem to be from men, are really 
dipmi ij> God and arc emaHOtioiio front ihs Supreme Potency—noiKt^di ri 
fict> SoKotv avSpdwao tlol, rp S’ irapii roO 0eo0 KarmtlpmoiiTai 

Kal tlo-iv Sorae rod Kpttrrooos' itdi yhp ‘HpoKAnr ioo/ti^oro fi,e» 

' kn^trpiuros, rS 3 s hhiiBtiif JjvMs, 08 tu Kal fhuriKtbs i ^/tirepos rh ith> 
doiteiv Sf ivSpaviov, rf Si ihnSoli^ riio mrafioKitv oipw>69ev &c. 
(Menander ap. Wala, Collect. Rhetor, t. ix. c. i. p. 218). Again— irepl 
:^ivOiaKSi> — Zsiis yiveariv waiSui' S’^/imupytJv iyenSvee — rijit 
'ArK\ii^ioO yiyttriy iSit/ttoSpyria-e, p. 322-327; compare Hermogenfis,' 
about the story of Apollo and DaphnS, Frogymnosm. c. 4; and Julian. 
Ovat. vii. p. 220. 

The contrast of the pagan phraseology of tliis age (Menander had him- 
self composed n hymn of invocation to Apollo — rrspl 'Eyieo/iitiy, c. 3, t. ix^ 
p. 136, Walz.) with that of Homer is very worthy of notice. In the 
Hesiodic Catalogue of Women much was said respecting the marriages 
and amours of the gods, so os to furnish many su^estlons, like the love^i 
songs of Sapphd, to the composers of Eplthalamic Odes (Menand. ib. sect, 
iv. c, 6, p. 268). 

Menander gives a specimen of a prose hymn fit to be addressed to thef 
Sminthian Apollo (p. 320) ; the spiritual character of which hymn forms 
the most pointed contrast with the Homeric hymn to the same ^d. . 
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as well from the sociability, the gradations, and the mutual 
action and reaction of its gods and heroes, as from the ampli- 
tude, the variety, and the purely human cast, of its fundamental 
types. 

Though we may thus explain the mythopoeic fertility of the 
Greeks, I am far from pretending that wc can render any suffi- 
cient account of the supreme beauty of their chief epic and 
artistical productions. There is something in the first-rate 
productions of individual genius which lies beyond the com- 
pass of philosophical theory : the special breath of the Muse 
(to speak the language of ancient Greece) must be present 
in order to give them being. Even among her votaries, many 
are called, but few are chosen ; and the peculiarities of those 
few remain as yet her own secret. 

We shall not however forget that Grecian language was also 
an indispensable requisite to the growth and beauty of Grecian 
mythes — its richness, its flexibility and capacity of new com- 
binations, its vocalic abundance and metrical pronunciation j 
and many even among its proper names, by their analogy to 
words really significant, gave direct occasion to explanatory or 
illustrative stories. Etymological mythes are found in sensible 
proportion among the whole number. 

To understand properly then the Grecian mythes, we must 
try to identify ourselves with the state of mind of the original 
mythopoeic age ; a process not very easy, since it requires us 
to adopt a string of poetical fancies not simply as realities, but 
as the governing realities of the mental system ; ^ yet a process 

^ The mental analogy between the early stages of human civilisation anti 
the childhood of the individual is foreibly and frequently set forth in the 
works of Vico. That eminently original thinker dwells upon the poetic 
and religious susceptibilities ns the first to develope themselves in the 
human mind, and as furnishing not merely connecting threads for the 
explanation of sensible phenomena, but also aliment for the hopes and 
fears, and means of socialising inllnence to men of genius, at a time when 
reason wiw yet asleep. He points out the personifying insiinci (" islinto 
d’ anitnnzione”) as the spontaneous philosophy of man, “ to make himself 
the rule of the universe, "and to suppose everywhere a qwasi-liuman agency 
as the determining cause. He remarks that in an age of fancy and feeling, 
the conceptions and language of poetry coincide with those of reality and 
common fife, instead of standing apart as a separate vein. These views arc 
repeated frequently (and with some variations of opinion as he grew older) 
in his Latin work Do Vno Universifyuris Principio, as well as in the two 
successive ridattians of his great Italian work, Seiettsa (it must lio 

added that Vico as an expositor is prolix, and does not do justice to his own 
powers of original thought) : I select the following from the second edition 
of the latter treatise, published by himseif in 1744, Delia Metapisiea Poetiea 
(see vol. V. p. 189 of Fcrrari'a edition of his 'Works, Milan, 1836)1 
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which would only reproduce something analogous to our own 
childhood. The age was one destitute both of recorded history 
and of positive science, but full of imagination and sentiment 
and religious impressibility. From these sources sprung that 
multitude of supposed persons around whom all combinations 

“ Adun^ue la sapienza poetica, ohe fu la prima sapienza della Gentilili, 
dovette mcominciare dc una Melofisico, non ragionata ed asint/ia, qnal 6 
qucsla or degli addottrlnati, ma sentita ed immaginata, quale dovett’ esscrc 
di lai primi uomjni, siccqme quell! ch’ erano di niun Taziocinio,^ e tntti 
robust! sens! e vigorosihsirae fanlosic, come e stalo nelle dcgnlti (the 
Axioms) slabilito. Questa fu la loro propria pocsia, la qual in essi fu una 
facuUli ioro connahirale, pcrclie erano tli tali sensi e di st ialte fantasie 
naturalmcnte forniti, nata da igtioraiiaa di eagioni — la qual fu loro madredi 
mnraviglia di lulte Ic cose, che quelti ignoiunti cli tuttc le cose fortemente 
ammiravano. Tal poesia incomincib in essi divina ; perchi nello stesso 
tempo ch’ essi iinniaginavano le cagioni dclle cose, che sentivano ed ammi- 
ravano, essere Dei, come ora il coniermiaino con gli Amciicani, i quali 
tutte le cose che snperanu la loio picciol capacil&, mcono esser Dei . . . 
nello stesso tempo, diciamo, alle cose ammirate davano 1' essere di sostonze 
dalla propria lor idea i ch’ i appunto la matura dei fanciulli, che osserviamo 
prendere ita mani co°e inanimate, e trastullarsi e favellarvi, come fusseto 
quelle persone vivc. In cotal guisa i primi uomini delle nozioni gentili, 
come mneiulli del naacente geuer umano, della lor idea creavan essi ie 
cose . . , per la loro rohusta ignoranza, il facevano in forza d’ una corpu- 
lenlissima fantasia, e perch’ era corpolentissima, il facevano con una maro- 
vigliosa sublimitii, tal e tanta, che perturhava all’ eccesso essi medesimi, che 
fingendo le si creavano , , , Di questa natura di ense nmane restb eterna 
proprielli spiegnta con nohil espressione da Tacito, c 1 )c vanamenle gli 
uomini apavoninti fingmit simul crediintmee.” 

After describing the condition of rude men, terrified with thunder and 
other vast atmospheric phtenomena, Vico proceeds (ib. p. 172) — “In tal 
caso la natura della raente umana porta ch’ ella altribnisca all’ effetto la sna 
natura ; e la natura loro era in tale slato d’ uomini tntti robusle forze di 
coma, che utlando, bronlotando, splcgiivano le lorn violentissime possioni, 
si nnsero il cielo esser un gran cor^ animato, che per tal aspetto chiama- 
vano Glove, che col fischio dei falmini e col fragore die tuoni volesse lor 
dire qiialche cosa . . . E si fonnoditutta la natura unvastocorpo animato, 
(die senta passion! ed aflctti.” 

Now the contrast with modern habits of thought — 1 

“ Ma siccome ora per la natura duUe nostre uinane menti troppo ritirata 
dai sensi net mcdcsimo volgo— con le tante astmiuoni, di (^uante sono piene 
le lingue — con tanti voenholi astratti— e di troppo assotugliata con 1’ art! 
dello sorivere, e quasi spirilualeraata con la_ prntica cfei numeri— « i 
tusiuralmeide niegato di foter fonnare la vasta imagine di (»tal donna che 
(iicono Natura sTmpatetica, che mentre con la bocca dicono, non hanno 
nulla in lor mente, perocchi la lor mente b denlro il falso, che i nulla ; ni 
sono soccorsi dalla fantasia a poteme formare una falsa vastissima imagine. 
Cost ora H > ttaiuralmnle niegato di poter ertirare ttella vasta inun^na- 
tiva di fstei^rir/ii uomini, le menti dei quali di nulla erano assottigliate, di 
nulla astralte, di nulla spiritualezzate . , . Onde dicemnao sopra ch' ora 
afipena inimler si pub, affatto imuia^nar turn si pub, come pensassero' i' 
pnmi uomini che fondarono la umanitit genlUesca,’^ 
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of sensible phasnomcna were grouped, and towards whom curi- 
osity, sympathies and reverence were earnestly directed. The 
adventures of such persons were the only aliment suited at 
once both to the appetites and to the comprehension of an 
early Greek j and the mythes which detailed them, while 
powerfully interesting his emotions, furnished to him at the 
same time a quasi-history and quasi-pliilosophy. They filled 
up the vacuum of the unrecorded past, and explained many of 
the puzzling incognita of the present.^ Nor need we wonder 
that the same plausibility which captivated his imagination and 
his feelings, was sufficient to engender spontaneous belief; or 
rather that no question, as to truth or falsehood of the narra- 
tive, suggested itself to his mind. His faith is ready, literal 
and uninquiring, apart from all thought of discriminating fact 
from fiction, or of detecting hidden and symbolised meaning ; 
it is enough that what he hears be intrinsically plausible and 
seductive, and that there be no special cause to provoke doubt. 

^ O. Muller, in his Prolegomena ztt einer •aiUsensehaftliehen Mythologie 
(cap. iv. p. loS), has pointed out the mistake of supposing that there 
existed originally soma nucleus of pure reality as the starting-point of the 
mythes, and that upon this nucleus fiction was superinduced afterwards s he 
maintains that the real and the ideal were blended together in the primitive 
conception of the mythes. Respecting the general state of mind out of 
which the mythes grew, see especially pages 78 and rio of that work, 
which is everywhere full of instruction on the subject of the Grecian 
mythes, and is eminently suggestive, even where the positions of the author 
are not completely made out. 

The short Heldensi^e der Griechefthy Nitsch (Kiel, 184a, t. v.) contains 
more of just and original thought on the subject of the Grecian m^hes than 
any work with whldi I am acquainted. I embrace completely the sub- 
jenlve point of view in which he regards them ; and although I have 
profited much from reading his short tract, I may mention that, before I 
ever saw it, I had enforced the same reasonings on the subject in an article 
in the Westminster Review, May, 1843, on the Jleroe/f-GesehieAten of 
Niebuhr. 

Jacob Grimm, in the preface to his Deutsche Mythologie (p. l, 1st edit 
Gott. 1835), pointedly insists on the distinction between "Sage" and his- 
tory, as well as imon the fiot that the former has its chief root in religious 
Mief. , “Legend and history (he says) arc powers each by itself, adjoining 
indeed on the coniines, but having each its own separate and exclusive 
ground also p. xxvii, of the same introduction. 

A view OTlBtantially similar is adopted by William Grimm, the other of 
the two distinNished brothers whose labours have so much elucidated 
Teutonic philology and antiquities. He examines the extent to which 
either historical matter of fact or historical names can be traced in the 
Deutsche Heldensage s and he comes to the conclusion that the former Is 
next to nothing, the latter not considerable. He draws particular attention 
to the fact that the audience for whom these poems were intended had not 
learned to distinguish history from poetry (W. Grimm, Deutsche Helden- 
PP- 8. 337. 34*. 34S. *99. GStt. iSag). 



Grecian Mythes 13 

And if indeed there were, the poet overrules such doubts by 
the holy and all-sufficient authority of the Muse, whose omni- 
science is the warrant for his recital, as her inspiration is the 
cause of his success. 

The stale of mind, and the relation of speaker to hearers, 
thus depicted, stand clearly marked in the terms and tenor of 
the ancient epic, if we only put a plain meaning upon what we 
read. The poet — like the prophet, whom he so much resembles 
— sings under heavenly guidance, inspired by the goddess to 
whom he has prayed for her assisting impulse. She puts the 
word into his mouth and the incidents into his mind : he is a 
privileged man, chosen as her organ and speaking from her 
revelations.^ As the Muse grants the gift of song to whom she 
will, so she sometimes in her anger snatches it away, and the 
most consummate human genius is then left silent and help- 
less.^ It is true that these expressions, of the Muse inspiring 
and the poet singing a tale of past times, have passed from the 
ancient epic to compositions produced under very different 
circumstances, and have now degenerated into unmeaning 
forms of speech ; but they gained currency originally in their 
genuine and literal acceptation. If poets Itad from the be- 
ginning written or recited, the predicate of singing would never 
have been ascribed to them; nor would it ever have become 
customary to employ the name of the Muse as a die to be 
stamped on licensed fiction, unless the practice had be^n 
when her agency was invoked and hailed in perfect good faith. 
Belief, the fruit of deliberate inquiry and a rational scrutiny of 
evidence, is in such an age unknown. The simple faith of the 
time slides in unconsciously, when the imagination and feeling 

* Hesiod, Theogon. 32— 

.... Mvv4v<rav 94 (the Mqscb) iioi 

(iiff KA<iOtu( rdt r' irp6 r* itivrttt 

KaC /iiC KtfAavtf* iiftwiif ii.Mdpuv ytyo9 aXiv idyrioVt 

Odyss. xxii. 3475 viii. 63, 73, 481, 489. Aiin6Soie' % vi •yt MoSo-’ 

iblSv^t, Atht vetlt, 4 iriy 'ArMat/ : uiat is, Demodokos has either been 
inspired as a poet by the Muse, or as a prophet by Apollo: for the Homerio 
Apollo is not the god of song. Knlchas the prophet receives his inspiration 
from Apollo, who confers upon him the same knowledge both of past and 
future as the Muses give to Hesiod (Hiad, i. 69) — 

K4A\a( ecvTVfltSiiri tx’ bpiant 

*Ot Mb tA t’ Mito, tA t' irpi t' Um 

oia juavrocntiajv, at w6ps 4 >ai/tos *AirAX^uv. 

Also Iliad, ii. aSs. 

Both the /tdyris and the ioiSdr are standing, recognised professions 
(Odyss. xvii. 383), like the physician and the carpenter, Siintorpyol> 

“ Iliad, ii. 499. 
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are exalted ; and inspired authority is at once understood, easily 
admitted, and implicitly confided in. 

The word mythe (/iv^os, fadula, story), in its original mean- 
ing, signified simply a statement or current narrative, without 
any connotative implication either of truth or falsehood. Sub- 
sequentljr the meaning of the word (in Latin and English as 
well as in Greek) changed, and came to carry with it the idea 
of an old personal narrative, always uncertified, sometimes 
untrue or avowedly fictitious.^ And this change was the result 
of a silent alteration in the mental state of the society, — of a 
transition on the part of the superior minds (and more or less 
on the part of all) to a stricter and more elevated canon of 
credibility, in consequence of familiarity with recorded history 
and its essential tests, affirmative as well as negative. Among 
the original hearers of the mythes, all such tests were unknown *. 
they had not yet learned the lesson of critical disbelief: the 
my,the passed unquestioned from the mere fact of its currency, 
and from its harmony with existing sentiments and precon- 
ceptions. The very circumstances which conlribut«i to rob 
it of literal belief in after-time, strengthened its hold upon the 
mind of the Homeric man. He looked for wonders and un- 
usual combinations in the past ; be expected to hear of gods, 
heroes and men, moving and operating tagether upon earth ; 
he pictured to himself the fore-time as a theatre in which the 
gods interfered directly, obviously, and frequently, for the pro- 
tection of their favourites and the punishment of their foes. 
The rational conception, then only dawning in his mind, of a 
systematic course of nature, was absorbed by this fervent and 
lively faith. And if he could have been supplied with as per- 
fect and philosophical a history of his o-wn real past time, as we 

' In this later sense it stands pointedly opposed to l(rropla, hiUory, which 
seems originally to have designated matter of fact, present and seen by the 
describer, or the result of his personal inquiries (see Herodot. i. i j Verrius 
Place, ap. Anl. Gell. v. l8 ; Eusebius, Hist. Eccles. iii. la j and the obser- 
vations of Dr. Jortin, Remarks on Ecclesiastical History, vol. i, p. 59). 

The original use of the word Arfyos was the same as that ra /iSSos a 

current tale true or false, as the case might be ; and the term designating a 
person much conversant with tlie old legends (\ 6 yias) is derived from it 
(Herod, i. l ; ii. 3). Hekatmus and Herodotus bodj use \ 6 yos in this 
sense. Herodotus calls both AIsop and Hekatceus ho7o7ri)iol (11, 

134-143)- , 

Aristotle (Metaphys. J. p. 8, ed. Brandis) seems to use /tCfloj in this 
sense, where he says — Sih kpX d ipi\ 6 ffo<p 6 s irtfis 4 ff*riv* 4 y^p ptvOos 

triyiceTrca iie Sau/iKirtav, &c. In the same treatise (xi. p. 254), he uses it to 
signiiy fabulous am2ilification and transformation of a doctrine true in the 
main. 
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are now enabled to furnish with regard to the last century of 
England or P’rance, faithfully recording all the successive events, 
and accounting for them by known positive laws, but intro- 
ducing no special interventions of Zeus and Apollo — such a 
history would have appeared to him not merely unholy and 
unimpressive, but destitute of all plausibility or title to credence. 
It would have provoked in him the same feeling of incredulous 
aversion as a description of the sun (to repeat the previous 
illustration) in a modern book on scientific astronomy. 

To us these mythes are interesting fictions ; to the Homeric 
and Hesiodic audience they were “ rerum divinarum et human- 
arum scientia,” — an aggregate of religious, physical, and his- 
torical revelations, rendered more captivating, but not less true 
and real, by the bright colouring and fantastic shapes in which 
they were presented. Throughout the whole of “ mythe-bearing 
Hellas"^ they formed the staple of the uninstructed Greek 
mind, upon which history and philosophy were by so slow 
degrees superinduced ; and they continued to be the aliment 
of ordinary thought and conversation, even after history and 
philosophy had partialljr supplanted the mythical faith among 
the leading men, and disturbed it more or less in the ideas of 
all. The men, the women, and the children of the remote 
dfimes and villages of Greece, to whom Thucydides, Hippo- 
kratSs, Aristotle, or Hipparchus were unluiown, still continued 

^ M. Ampere, in his HUioire LUllrairt de la J^rawe (ch. viii. v. i. p, 
310 ), distinguishes the Saga (which corresponds as nearly as possible with 
the Greek nv9as, \iyos, im^l^pios \6yos), as a special product of the intel- 
lect, not capable or being correctly designated either as history, or as 
fiction, or as philosophy — 

“ II est un pays, la Scandinavie, oi la tradition raconUe s’est ddveloppte 
plus compl^tcmenC qu’aillcurs, oh ses produits out dtd plus soigneusement 
recueillis et mieux conserves : dans ce pays, Us ont regu un nom particnliet, 
dont I’dquivalent exact ne se trouve pas hors des longues Gemianiques : e’est 
le mot Sa^a, Sage, ce qi^en dit, ee qtion raeonte, — la tradition orale. Si 
I’on prend ce mot non dans une acception restreinte, mais dans le sens 
^dn^ral oh le prenail Niebuhr quand il I’appliquoit, par example, aux tndi- 
tions populaires qui ont pu fournir k Tite Live une portion de son bisloire, 
la Saga doit dtre compile parmi les produits sponton^s de I’imagination 
humaine. La Saga a son existence propre comme la poiisie, comine I’his- 
toire, comma le roman. Elle n’est pas la poSsie, parcequ’elle n’est pas 
'’chant^e, mais parl^e; elle n'est pas I’histoire, parceqn’elle est d4nu£e de 
. critique ; elle n’est pas le roman, parcequ’elle est sincere, parcequ’elle a foi 
k ce qu’elle raeonte, Elle n’lnvente pas, mats riphte : elle pent se tromper, 
mais elle ne ment jamais. Ce ricit souvent merveilleux, qne personne ne 
fabtique sciemment, et que tout le mondc althre el falsifie sans le.vouloir; 
qui se perpilue i la maniire des chants primitifs et pofralaires,— ce r^cit, 
quand il se rapporte, non h un h^ios, mais h un saint, s’appelle une 
Idf'endo.” 
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to dwell upon the local fables which formed their religious and 
patriotic antiquity. And Pausanias, even in his time, heard 
everywhere divine or heroic legends yet alive, precisely of the 
type of the old epic ; he found the conceptions of religious and 
mythical faith co-existent with tliose of positive science, and 
contending against them at more or less of odds, according to 
the temper of the individual. Now it is the remarkable charac- 
teristic of the Homeric age, that no such co-existence or con- 
tention had yet begun. The religious and mythical point of 
view covers, for the most part, alt the phtenomena of nature ; 
while the conception of invariable sequence exists only in the 
background, itself personified under the name of the Mocrte, or 
Fates, and produced generally as an exception to the omni- 
potence of Zeus for all ordinary purposes. Voluntary agents, 
visible and invisible, impel and govern everything. Moreover 
this point of view is universal throughout the community, — 
adopted with equal fervour, and carried out with equal con- 
sistency, by the loftiest minds and by the lowest. The great 
man of that day is he who, penetrated like others with the 
general faith, and never once imagining any other system of 
nature than the agency of these voluntary Beings, can clothe 
them in suitable circumstances and details, and exhibit in 
living body and action those types which his hearers dimly 
prefigure. 

History, philosophy, &c., properly so called and conforming 
to our ideas (of which the subsequent Greeks were the first 
creators), never belonged to more than a comparatively small 
number of thinking men, though their influence indirectly 
affected more or less the whole national mind. But when 
positive science and criticism, and the idea of an invariable 
sequence of events, came to supplant in the more vigorous 
intellects the old mythical creed of omnipresent personification, 
an inevitable scission was produced between the instructed few 
and the remaining community. The opposition between the 
scientific and the religious point of view was not slow in mani- 
festing itself ; in general langut^e, indeed, both might seem to 
stand together, but in every particular case the admission of 
one involved the rejection of the other. According to the 
theory which then became predominant, the course of nature 
was held to move invariably on, by powers and attributes of its 
own, unless the gods chose to interfere and reverse itj but 
they had the power of interfering as often and to as great an 
extent as they thought fit.. . Here the question was at once 
opened, respecting a great variety of particular phaenomena, 
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whether they were to be regarded as natural or miraculous. 
No constant or discernible test could be suggested to dis- 
criminate the two : every man was called upon to settle the 
doubt for himself, and each settled it according to the extent 
of his knowledge, the force of his logic, the state of his health, 
his hopes, his fears, and many other considerations affecting 
his separate conclusion. In a question thus perpetually arising, 
and full of practical consequences, instructed minds, like 
PeriklSs, Thucydidds, and Euripidds, tended more and more 
to the scientific point of view,^ in cases where the general 
public were constantly gravitating towards the religious. 

’ Sec Plutarch, Perikl. capp. 5, 32, 38; Cicero, Dc Republ. i. 15-16 
cd. Mali. 

The phytologist Theophrastus, in his valuable collection of facts respect- 
ing vegetable organisation, is often under the necessity of opposing his 
scientific interpretation of curious incidents in the vegetable world to the 
religious interpretation of them which he found current. Anomalous 
phenomena in the growth or decay of trees were construed as signs from 
the gods, and submitted to a prophet for explanation (see Histor. Plantar, 
ii. 3 i iv. 16; v. 3). 

We may remark, however, that the old faith had still a certain hold over 
his mind. In commenting on the story of the willow-tree at Philippi, and 
the venerable old plane-tree at Antandros (more than sixty feet high, and 
requiring fom men to grasp it round in the girth), having been blown down 
liy a high wind, and afterwards spontaneously resuming their erect posture, 
he offers some explanation how such a phaenomenon niight have happened,, 
but he admits, at the end, that there vtay be something extra-natural in the 
case, ’A^^i raSra juii' fcrois fuinic^s alrlas tariv, &c. (Do Caus. Plant. 
V. 4) i see a similar miracle in reference to the cedar-trea of Vespasian 
(Tacit. Hist. ii. 78). 

Euripides, in his lost tragedy called MeXaMwii iaipi), placed in the 
mouth of Melanippd a formal discussion and confutation of the whole 
doctrine of r^para, or sitpcrnaLural indications (Dionys. Halicar. Ars 
Rhetor, p. 300-356, Rcisk. ). Compare the Fables of Phoedtus, iii. 3 ; 
Plutarchj Sept. Sap. Conviv. c. 3, p. 149 ; and the curious philosophical 
explanation by which the learned men of Alexandria tranqnillised the alarms 
of the vulgar, on occasion of the scipent said to have been seen entwined 
round the head of the crucified ICleomenfis (Plutarch, Kleomen. c. 39), 

It is one part of the duty of an able physician, according to the Hippo- 
kratic treatise called Prognosticon (c. i, t. 2, p. 112, cd._ I.ittr£), when he 
visits his patient, to examine whether there is anything divine in the 
malady, S/ia Se ««! ei ri fleVov ivtanv if rpat veipoKri t this, however, does 
not agree with the memorable doctrine laid down in (he treatise, De ASra, 
Locis et Aqnis (c. 22, p. 78, ed, LiUr6), and cited hereafter, in this 
chapter. Nor does Galen seem to have regarded it as harmonising with 
the general views of Hippokiat^s. In the excellent Prolegomena of M., 
Littr6 to his edition of IlippokratSs (t i. p. 76} will be found an inedited 
scholium, wherein the opinion of Baccheins and other physicians is given, 
that the affections of the plague were to be looked upon as divine, inas- 
much as the disease came from God t and also the opinion of Xenophon, 
the friend of Praxagoras, that the "genus of days of crisis ’* in fever waS' 
vot,. II. C 
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• The age immediately prior to this unsettled condition of 
thought is the really mythopoeic age; in which the creative 
faculties of the society know no other employment, and the 
mass of the society no other mental demand. The perfect 
expression of such a period, in its full peculiarity and grandeur, 
is to be found in the Iliad and Odyssey, — poems of which we 
cannot determine the exact date, but which seem both to have 
existed prior to the first Olympiad, 776 B.C., our earliest trust- 
worthy mark of Grecian time. For some time after that evenly 
the mythopoeic tendencies continued in vigour (Arktinus, 
Leschfis, Eumfelus, and seemingly most of the Hesiodic 
poems, fall within or shortly after the first century of recorded 
Olympiads); but from and after this first century, we may 
trace the operation of causes which gradually enfeebled and 
narrowed them, altering the point of view from which the 
mythes were looked at. What these causes were, it will be 
necessary briefly to intimate. 

The foremost and most general of all is, the expansive force 
of Grecian intellect itself, — a quality in which this remarkable 
people stand distinguished from all their neighbours and con- 
temporaries. Most, if not all nations have had mythes, but no 
nation except the Greeks have imparted to them immortal 
charm and universal interest ; and the same mental capacities, 
which raised the great men of the poetic age to this exalted 
level, also pushed forward their successors to outgrow the 
early faith in which the mythes had been generated and 
accredited. 

One great mark, as well as means, of such intellectual expan- 
sion, was the habit of attending to, recording, and combining. 


divine; “For (said Xenophdn) just as the Dioskuii, being gods, appear to 
the manner in the storm and bring him salvation, so also do the days of 
crisis, when they arrive, in fever. Galen, in commenting upon this doc- 
trine of Xenophdn, says that the author "has expressed his own individual 
feeling, but has^no way set forth the opinion of Hippokralls : ” 'O de r&y 
Kpiirluuv yiros ftwiiv efvai Sfiav, (avrov ri mBos &ito\iyii<rti’’ oi nfiit 

'IricoKfirout ye Tiivyv^ntiv fSei(ei> (Galen, 0pp. t. v, p. 120, ed. Basil). 

The comparison of the Dioskuri appealed to by XenophOn is a precise 
reproduction of their function as described in the Homeric Hymn (Hymn 
xxxlii. 10 ] ; his personification of the " days of crisis ” introduces the old 
religious agency to fill up a gap in his medical science. 

I imndx an illustration from the Hindoo vein of thought — “It is a rule 
with the Hindoos to bury, and not to bum, the bodies of those who die of 
the smallpox) for (say they) the smallpox is not only caused by the goddess 
Davey, but is, in fact, iJawg/ lurself; and to burn the body of a person 
affected with this disease, is, in reality, neither more nor less than to him 
the goidtss,” (Sleeman, Rambles and Recollections, &c., vol. i, ch. xxv. 

p. 221.) 
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positive and present facts, both domestic and foreign. In the 
genuine Grecian epic, the theme was an unknown and aoristic 
past ; but even as early as the “ Works and Days ” of Hesiod, the 
present begins to figure. The man who tills the earth appears 
in his own solitary nakedness, apart from gods and heroes — 
bound indeed by serious obligations to the gods, but contend- 
ing against many difficulties which are not to be removed by 
simple reliance on their help. The poet denounces his age 
in the strongest terms, as miserable, degraded, and profligate. 
He looks back with reverential envy to the extinct heroic races 
who fought at Troy and Th6bes. Yet bad as the present time 
is, the Muse condescends to look at it along with him, and to 
prescribe rules for human life — ^with the assurance that if a 
man be industrious, frugal, provident, just and friendly in his 
dealings, the gods will recompense him with affluence and 
security. Nor does the Muse dsdain, while holding out such 
promise, to cast herself into the most homely details of present 
existence, and to give advice thoroughly practical and calculating. 
Men whose minds were full of the heroes of Homer, called 
Hesiod in contempt the poet of the Helots. The contrast 
between the two is certainly a remarkable proof of the tendency 
of Greek poetry towards the present and the positive. . 

Other manifestations of the same tendency become visible 
in the age of Archilochus (b.c. 680-660). In an age when 
metrical composition and the living voice are the only means 
whereby the productive minds of a community make themselves 
felt, the invention of a new metre, new forms of song and re- 
citation, or diversified accompaniments, constitute an epoch; 
The iambic, elegiac, choric, and lyric poetry, from Archilochus 
downwards, all indicate purposes in the poet, and impressi- 
bilities of the hearers, very different from tho^ of the ancient 
epic. In all of them the personal feeling of the poet and the 
specialties of present time and place, are brought prominently 
forward j while in' the Homeric hexameter the poet is a mere 
nameless organ of the historical Muse — ^tbe hearers are content 
to learn, believe, and feel, the incidents of a foregone world — 
and the tale is hardly less suitable to one time and place than 
to another. The ia,mbic metre (we are told) was first suggested 
to Archilochus by the bitterness of his own private antipathies j 
and the mortal wounds inflicted by his lampoons, upon the 
individuals against whom they were directed, still remain 
attested, though the verses themselves have perished. It was 
the metre (according to the well-known judgement of Aristotle) 
most nearly approaching to common speech, and well suited 
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both to the coarse vein of sentiment, and to the smart and 
emphatic diction of its inventor.^ Simonides of Amorgus, the 
younger contemporary of Archilochus, employed the same 
metre, with less bitterness, but with an anti-heroic tendency 
not less decided. His re m aining fragments present a mixture 
of teaching and sarcasm, having a distinct bearing upon actual 
life,2 and carrying out the spirit which partially appears in the 
Hesiodic “ Works and Days." Of Alkieus and Sapphd, though 
unfortunately we are compelled to speak of them upon hearsay 
only, we know enough to satisfy us that their own personal 
sentiments and sufferings, their relations private or public with 
the contemporary world, constituted the soul of those short 
effusions which gave them so much celebrity.® Again in the 
few remains of the elegiac poets preserved to us — Kallinus, 
Mimnermus, Tyrtmus — the impulse of some present motive or 
circumstance is no less conspicuous. The same may also be 
said of Sol6n, Theognis and Phokylides, who preach, encourage, 
censure, or complain, but do not recount — and in whom a 
profound ethical sensibility, unknown to the Homeric poems, 
manifests itself. The form of poetry (to use the words of Soldn 

* Herat, de Art. Poet. 75 — 

" Arcliilochttni proprio raVies armavit lambo," &c. 

Compare Epist. i. 19, 23, and Epod. vi. 12 ; Aristot. Rhetor, iii. 8, 7, and 
Poetic, c. 4— also Synesius de Somniis — S(nttp ’AKkuios xal 'Apx^^opcat, »l 
SeSmtaviiKWt riiv tiffroiiiav tis riu' oUiioy $lov fxilTepos. (Alcrei Frag- 
ment. Halle, 1810, p. 205,) Quintilian speaks in striking language of the 
power of expression manifested by Archilochus (x. i, 60). 

® Simonides of Amorgus touches briefly, but in a tone of contempt, upon 
the Trojan war — 'yuvaijchr oSpck* h/ifiSTipiu/tivovi (Simonid. Fragm. 
8> p. 361 V. 118) ; he seems to think it absurd that so destructive a struggle 
should have taken place “/m wid mulierculd,” to use the phrase of Mr, 
Payne Knight. 

See Qnintilian, x. i, 63. Plocut. Od. i. 32: ii. n. Aristot. Polit. 
iii. io,_ 4. Dionys. Hnlic. observes (Vett. Scriptt, Censur. v. p. 421) 
respecting Alkseus — iraWaxoS yoSv t4 fiirpov eX ns stspiiKoi, psiropuAiv ftv 
sBpoi vohiTii»v ; and Strabo (xiii. p. 017}, rit orainaiTiKtt KoKoinsva rev 
’AAaafiiv srai^juara. 

There was a large dash of sarcasm and homely banter aimed at neigh- 
bours and contemporaries in the poetry of Sapphd, apart from her im- 
passioned love-songs — SAAcdt (TMdlirrei rdp KypoiKov vu/if fsp krI rhp Bvpuphp 
Thp iv rots yd/nois, sirsKiarpra krI iv vefoir itippat pSiKKpv ij iv woititi- 
ko7s, *(lare air^s paKKdp lirn srovlipaTa trStr StaKiyepiia X) ^Sitv' 
064* hpiUtrai irphs rhy xppiy f) ^pif rijv xippv, el pi) rit eXsi xophs 
StaXtKTUtds (D8m8tr. Fhaler. De Interpret, c. 167). 

Compare also Herodot, If. 13$, who mentions the satirical talent of 
Sapphd, employed ag.'iinst her brother for an extravagance about the 
courtean Rhodflpis. 
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himself) is made the substitute for the public speaking of the 
agora.' 

Doubtless all these poets made abundant use of the ancient 
mythes, but it was by turning them to present account, in the 
way of illustration, or flattery, or contrast, — a tendency which 
we may usually detect even in the compositions of Pindar, 
in spite of the lofty and heroic strain which they breathe 
throughout. That narrative or legendary poetry still continued 
to be composed during the seventh and sixth centuries before 
the Christian sera, is a fact not to be questioned. But it 
exhibited the old epical character without the old epical genius ; 
both the inspiration of the composer and the sympathies of 
the audience had become more deeply enlisted in the world 
before them, and disposed to fasten on incidents of their own 
actual experience. From Soldn and Theognis we pass to the 
abandonment of all metrical restrictions and to the introduction 
of prose writing, — a fact, the importance of which it is needless 
to dwell upon, — marking as well the increased familiarity with 
written records, as the commencement of a separate branch 
of literature for the intellect, apart from the imagination and 
emotions wherein the old legends had their exclusive root. 

Egypt was first unreservedly opened to the Greeks during 
the reign of Psammetichus, about b.c. 660 ; gradually it became 
much frequented by them for military or commercial purposes, 
or for simple curiosity. It enlarged the range of their thoughts 
and observations, while it also imparted to them that vein 
of mysticism, which overgrew the primitive simplicity of the 
Homeric religion, and of which I have spoken in a former 
chapter. They found in it a long-established civilisation, 
colossal wonders of architecture, and a certain knowledge of 
' astronomy and geometry, elementary indeed, but in advance 
of their own. Moreover it was a portion of their present world, 
and it contributed to form in them an interest for noting and 
describing the actual realities before them. A sensible progress 
is made in the Greek mind during the two centuries from 
B.c. 700 toB.c. 500, in the record and arrangement of historicEd 

' Soldn, Kragm. iv i, cd. Schneidewin — 

Kljpvi ^001* all*' Ifiapr^t TUAaiuvov 
KSo'/toi' Mav 5,101)1' i-yopift fftfitvotf &c* 

See Brandis, Handbnch der Griechischen Fhilosophie, sect, xxiv,-xxv, 
Plato states that Soldn, in his old age, engaged in the composition of an 
cpio poem, which he left unfinished, on the .subject of the supposed island 
of Atlantis and Attica (Plato, TimECus, p, ai, and ICrilias, p, 113), 
Plutarch, Soldn, c. 31 . 
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facts : an historical sense arises in the superior intellects, and 
some idea of evidence as a discriminating test between fact 
and fiction. And this progressive tendency was further stimulated 
by increased communication and by more settled and peaceful 
social relations between the various members of the Hellenic 
world: to which may be added material improvements, pur- 
chased at the expense of a period of turbulence and revolu- 
tion, in the internal administration of each separate state. The 
Olympic, Pythian, Nemean, and Isthmian games became fre- 
quented by visitors from the most distant parts of Greece : 
the great periodical festival in the island of Dfilos brought 
together the citizens of every Ionic community, with their 
wives and children, and an ample display of wealth and 
ornaments.^ Numerous and flourishing colonies were founded 
in Sicily, the south of Italy, the coasts of Epirus, and of the 
Euxine Sea : the Phokreans explored the whole of the Adriatic, 
established Massalia, and penetrated even as far as the south 
of Iberia, with which they carried on a lucrative commerce.® 
The geo^'aphical ideas of the Greeks were thus both expanded 
and rectified : the first preparation of a map, by Anaximander 
the disciple of Thal6a, is an epoch in the history of science. 
We may note the ridichle bestowed by Herodotus both upon 
the supposed people called Plyperboreans and upon the idea 
of a circumfluous ocean-stream, as demonstrating the progress 
of the age in this department of inquiry.* And even earlier 
than Herodotus — -Xantlius and Xenophanes had noticed the 
occurrence of fossil marine productions in the interior of Asia 
Minor and elsewhere, which led them to reflections on the 
changes' of the earth’s surface with respect to land and water.* 

If then we look down the three centuries and a half which 
elapsed between the commencement of the Olympic sera and 


I Homer, Hymn, ad Apollin. 155 ; Thucyd. iii, 104. 

® Herodot. j. 163. 

1 7 *^® ** ipiaiv vepiiSov! ypi^avras voWohs tjSri, 

xal ovBevajiiov txovrat i^irywltupov 0? 'axtavlv re ^eWo ypdiiovai 
t1)i' 7fli' joOnai' KUKXoTcp^a &t kith rippov, &c., a remaili probably directed 
against Hekatreus. 

Respecting the msm of Anaximander, Strabo, i. p. 7; Diogen.- Lagrf. ii. 
\ 5 Agathemer, ap, G-eograph. Minor, i. i, npofros Mhurjire rhp 0 lKovu 4 v 7 ip 
iy vlvaKi ypdij/at* 

Aristagoras of Miiatus, who visited Sparta to solicit aid for the revolted 
lom^s against Darms, brought with him a brazen tablet or map, by means 
of whiOT he exhibited the relative position of places in the Persian empire 
(Herodot. v, 49). 

* Xaniiusap. Strabo, i. p, 50 ; jdi.- p, 579, Compare Creuzor, 

Fragmenta Xanthi, p. 162, r i » 
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the age of Herodotus and Thucydidfis, we shall discern a strik- 
ing advance in the Greeks, — ethical, social, and intellectual 
Positive history and chronology has not only been created, 
but in the case of Thucydides, the qualities necessary to the 
historiographer, in their application to recent events, have been 
developed with a degree of perfection never since surpassed. 
Men’s minds have assumed a gentler as well as a juster cast ; 
and acts come to be criticised with reference to their bearing 
on the internal happiness of a well-regulated community, as 
well as upon the standing harmony of fraternal states. While 
Thucydidfis treats the habitual and licensed piracy, so coolly 
alluded to in the Homeric poems, as an obsolete enormity-^ 
many of the acts described in the old heroic and Theogonic 
legends were found not less repugnant to this improved tone of 
feeling. The, battles of the gods with the Giants and Titans, — 
the castrpilion of Uranus by his son ICronus, — the cruelty, deceit 
and licentiousness, often supposed both in the gods and heroes, 
provoked strong disapprobation. And the language of the 
philosopher Xenophanes, who composed both elegiac and 
iambic poems for the express purpose of denouncing such tales, 
is as vehement and unsparing as that of the Christian writers, 
who, eight centuries afterwards, attacked the whole scheme , of 
paganism.^ 

It was not merely as an ethical and social critic that Xeno- 
phanes stood distinguished. He was one of a great and 
eminent triad — TlmlGs and Pythagoras being the others — who, 
in the sixth century before the Christian rora, first opened up 
those veins of speculative philosophy which occupied afterwards 
so large a portion of Grecian intellectual energy. Of the 
material diflerences between the throe I do not here speak ; I 
regard them only in reference .to the, Homeric and Hesiodic 
philosophy which preceded them, and from which all three 
deviated by a .step, perhaps the most remarkable in all the 
history of philosophy. 

They were the first who attempted to disenthral the philo- 
sophic intellect from nll-porsoniifying religious faith, and to 
constitute a method of interpreting nature distinct from the 
spontaneous inspirations of untaught minds. It is in them that 
we first find the idea of Person tacitly set aside or limited, and , 
an impersonal Nature conceived as the object of study. The 
divine husband and wife, Oceanus and TGthys, parents of many 
gods and of the Oceanic nymphs, together with the avenging 

1 Xenophan. ap. Soxt. Empiric, adv. Mathcmat. ix. 193. Fragm. I. 
Foel. Gnsc. ed. Schnciduwin. Dioi'an. Lniirt. ix. 18. 
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goddess Styx, are translated into the material substance water, 
or, as we ought rather to say, the Fluid : and ThaHs set himself 
to prove that water was the primitive element; out of which all 
the different natural substances had been formed.^ He, as well 
as Xenophanes and Pythagoras, started the problem of physical 
philosophy, with its objective character and invariable laws, to 
be discoverable by a proper and methodical application of the 
human intellect. The Greek word denoting nature, and 
its derivatives physics and physiology, unknown in that large sense 
to Homer or Hesiod, as well as the word Kosmos to denote the 
mundane system, first appears with these philosophers.* The 
elemental analysis of Thalgs — the one unchangeable cosmic 
substance, varying only in appearance, but not in reality, as sug- 
gested by Xenophanes,— and the geometrical and arithmetical 
combinations of Pythagoras, — all these were different ways 
of approaching the explanation of physical phaenomena, and 
each gave rise to a distinct school or succession of philosophers. 
But they all agreed in departing from the primitive method, 
and in recognising determinate properties, a material substratum, 
and objective truth, in nature — either independent of willing or 
designing agents, or serving to these latter at once as an indis- 
pensable subject-matter and as a limiting condition. Xeno- 
phanes disclaimed openly all knowledge respecting the gods, 
and pronounced that no man could have any means of ascer- 
taining when he was right and when he was wrong, in affirm- 
ations respecting them;® while Pythagoras represents in port 
the scientific tendencies -of his age, in part also the spirit of 
mysticism and of special fraternities for religious and ascetic 
observance, which became diffused throughout Greece in the 
sixtii century before the Christian sera. This was another point 
which placed him in antipathy with the simple, unconscious, 

^ Aristotel. Melaphys. i. 3, 

® Plutarch, Placit. Philos. IL i ; also Siobtcus, Eclog. Physic, i. aa, 
where the diSerence between the Homeric expressions and those of the 
subsequent philosophers is seen. Datnm, Lexic. Homeric, v. iian ; 
Alexander von Humboldt, Kamos, p. 76, the note 9 on page 6a of that 
admirable work. 

The title of the treatises of the early philosophers (Melissus, DSmokrltus, 
l^rmenidSs, Empedokl6s, Alkmadn, &c.) was frequently n*pl ‘fiatui 
(Galen, Opp. t, i, p. 56, ed. Basil). 

“ Xenophan. ap. Sext. Empiric, vii. 50; viii, 3*6 — 

eaijilt JUTW irijA IStir, oSn rit imr 
Elour re km a^tra mfil vattruy' 

renXw/idvop eiviip, 

Avtot ofiut ovfc oUft S' iirl ir&<n rirVKrai, 

Comp^e Anstotc:!* De Xenophanci Zenone, et Gornfid) capt 
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and demonstrative faith of the old poets, as well as with the 
current legend. 

If these distinguished men, when they ceased to follow the 
primitive instinct of tracing the phtenomena of nature to per- 
sonal and designing agents, passed over, not at once to induction 
and observation, but to a misemployment of abstract words, 
substituting metaphysical eiddla in the place of polytheism, and 
to an exaggerated application of certain narrow physical theories 
—we must remember that nothing else could be expected from 
the scanty stock of facts then accessible, and that the most pro- 
found study of the human mind points out such transition as 
an inevitable law of intellectual progress.^ At present we have 
to compare them only with that state of the Greek mind ® which 
they partially superseded, and with which they were in decided 
opposition. The rudiments of physical science were conceived 
and developed among suiJerior men ; but the religious feeling 
of the mass was averse to them ; and the aversion, though 
gradually mitigated, never wholly died away. Some of the 
philosophers were not backward in charging others with 
frreligion, while the multitude seems to have felt the same 
sentiment more or less towards all — or towards that postulate 
of constant sec^uences, with determinate conditions of occur- 
rence, which scientific study implies, and which tliey could not 
reconcile with their belief in the agency of the gods, to whom 
they were constantly praying for special succour and blessings. 

The discrepancy between the scientific and the religious 
point of view was dealt with differently by different philosophers. 
Thus Sokratfis openly admitted it, and assigned to each a distinct 
and independent province. He distributed phsenomena into 
two classes ; one wherein the connexion of antecedent and con- 
sequent was invariable and ascertainable by human study, and 
therefore future results accessible to a well-instructed foresight ; 
the other, and those, too, tire most comprehensive and im- 
portant, which the gods had resetved for themselves and their 
own unconditional agency, wherein there was no invariable or 

^ See the treatise of M. Auguste Comte {Cotirs dt Philosophit PosHive), 
and his doctrine of the three successive stages of ihe human mind in 
reference to scientific study— the theological, the metaphysical and the 
positive }— a doctrine laid dovra generally in bis first lecture (vol. i. p. 
4-12), and largely applied and illustrated throughout his ins^ctive work. 
It is also re-stated and elucidated by Mr. John Stuart Mill in his System 
of Logic, Ratiocinalive and Inductive, vol. ii. p, 6io, 

* “ Human wisdom {ivSpwvhrj, ae^ld), as contrasted witl) the pimitive 
theology (ol ipxitToi ml SuerpWovrts wtpl rks ftoXavlas)," to take the words 
of Aristotle (Meteorolorr. if. I, p; 41-42, ed. Tancfinitz). 
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ascertainable sequence, and where the result could only be fore- 
known by some omen, prophecy, or other special inspired com- 
munication from themselves. Each of these classes was 
essentially distinct, and required to be looked at and dealt 
with in a manner radically incompatible with the other. 
SokratSs held it wrong to apply the scientific interpretation to 
the latter, or the theologiekl interpretation to the former. 
Physics and astronomy, in his opinion, belonged to the divine 
class of phaenomena, in which human research was insane, 
fruitless, and impious.^ 

On the other hand, Hippokratfis, the contemporary of 
Sokratls, denied the discrepancy, and merged into one those 
two classes of phaenomena, — the divine and the scientifically 
determinable, — which the latter had put asunder. HippokratSs 
treated all phaenomena as at once both divine and scientifically 
determinable. In discussing certain peculiar bodily disorders 
found among the Scythians, he observes, “ The Scythians them- 
selves ascribe the cause of this to God, and reverence and bow 
down to such sufferers, each man fearing that he may suffer the 
like : and I myself think too that these affections, as well as 
all others, are divine : no one among them is either more 
divine or more human than another, but all are on the same 
footing, and all divine j nevertheless each of them has its own 
physical conditions, and not one occurs without such physical 
conditions.”® 

* Xenoph. Meinor. j. l, 6-9. T 4 ivayndlu {SaKpiri)!) trvvtPiuhiue 
Kol vpifivtiv, 6s iv 6 fu(tv ipurr' ttv vpax^’'^^' ‘>'61' iS’liWr tiitus 

iTTOjSflvoiTO, itai/reu<ro/l, 4 vovs ttrrp.'irev, «i noniTia. KkI rois ^sMovras 
oIkdus tc Kal inS\(is kbXQs DtK4<rciv pavriKiis irpoirBeiirOai' reicroiiiicip 
ykp fl )) yeapyiKii' il Mpdiruv ipxtxhy, 4 ) rS>» rotoirav 

ipyav l(tTa(mKhp, il \ayiiiriKhv, J) olKopo/uithy, 4 ) irrpaTTiymhy yeyiaBai, 
vdyra rh roiouTa paBiipara koI iySodwov yyii/iv aiperia iyi/u^ev eJyat’ rk 
J* fiiyurra ’t&y iv roiroii tipti rails Beahs (avro's KuraKtlTeirSat, 

&v ovaiy Si)\oy shat rots Mpiiirats Tots Si fiiiSiy rSy rotoiruy 

ala/iSyovs tlyai Sai/iSytoy, myra rys &yBpairivns yyiSuns, Sainoy^y 
Sauitoy^ Se «(tl Toils fiayrnofityovs k rais i.vBpivais Kancav al Beal /laSavari 
Siwtpivtty .... "Eipri Si Stty, & ptiy liaBiyras voifty tSaKavol Seal, ptayBilyaiy 
ft Se p.i) S^\a Tois ai<S))6srois foTi, sreipnoSai Sift /xavriKiJs srapft tSv 6e6v 
vwBAyeirBaf robs Scots yhp, oh %v Svis Mf, o-jj^alvew. Compare also 
Memorab. iv, 7 , 7 ; and Cytopred. i 6 , 3 , 23-46. 

Physical and astsonomical phienomena are classified by SokratSs among 
the divine class, interdicted to human study (Memor. i. i, 13) : rft Bota or 
SaiftSyttt as opposed to ri.vBp<iirtia. Plato (Phileb. c. 16 ; Legg. x. p. 
S86-88g ; xii. p. 967) held the- sun and stars to be gods, each animated 
with its special soiil s he allowed astronomical investigation to the extent 
necessary for avoiding blasphemy respecting these beincs — uixpi toO ub 
PJuiuripript'iy irejl »iir£ (vil, 821). 

® liippokratls, De Aere, Locis et Aquis, 0. 22 (p. 78, edit. Littr^, sect. 
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A third distinguished philosopher of the same day, Anaxagoras, 
allegorising Zeus and the other personal gods, proclaimed the 
doctrine of one common pervading Mind, as having first 
originated movement in the primseval Chaos, the heterogeneous 
constituents of which were so confused together that none of 
them could manifest themselves, each was neutralised by the 
rest, and all remained in rest and nullity. The movement 
originated by Mind disengaged them from this imprisonment, 
so that each kind of particle was enabled to manifest its pro- 
perties with some degree of distinctness. This general doctrine 
obtained much admiration from Plato and Aristotle ; but they 
at the same time remarked with surprise, that Anaxagoras never 
made any use at all of his own general doctrine for the ex- 
planation of the phccnomena of nature, — that he looked for 
nothing but physical causes and connecting laws,^ — so that in 
fact the spirit of his particular researches was not materially 
different from those of Demokritus or Leukippus, whatever 
might be the difference in their general theories. His investi- 
gations in meteorology and astronomy, treating the heavenly 
bodies as subjects for calculation, have been already noticed 
as offensive, not only to the general public of Greece, but even 
to Sokratfis himself among them. He was tried at Athens, 

106, ed. Petersen) : ■'En t> nphs TOur^onrt eJrotixioi ylyvovrai at TrArfirroi 
iv iiKiOp<n, Kdl yuwK^iB ipydCoiTtti not Sis ol yvveSias dioKtyoiTal re 
Spiotas' naKevvral re ol raiovroi ivanSpuTs’ Ol likv oSy imxiipiot rijy alrtiiy 
irpoimStmn 0e$ kbI (tipovrai rovrSovs robs iySp^ovs Kat wpmsKvyiouiri, 
SoSoikStis Trepl iaSrSav Skbvtoi. 'Epol Si ictA airSy SokSoi tbStb irdBea 
SeiB that, kbI T&Wa vdyra, kbI ovSiv Prepay tripov Boidropoy oSSi dvOpw 
viyiirepay, rtdyra Beta' Jkbo'toi' Si fx*' fiortv rwv rotovriiyy, kbI 

aSSir &vtv ipSirios ylyveriu. Ka! rovro rS itdBos, Us pot SokUi ylyytirBoUf 
ippdirti, &c. 

Aaain, sect. 1 12. 'Ah\d ydp, Srirtp ml irpdrtpoy lAe(a, Beta piv ttal 
TBUTB S<rri Spuilais roTo't (tXXauri, yiyyvran Si tcari imara- 

Compare the remarkable treatise of IJippokratds, De Morbo Sacro, 
capp. I & 18, vol. vi, p. 352-^94, ed. Liltr^. See this opinion of Hippo- 
krntds illustrated by the doctrines of some physical philosoplieis stated in 
Aristotle, Physic, li. 8. Siinrep 0 ei S Ztbs, obx Ssrois rby atroy 

ii dvdyitris, &o. Some valuable observations on the method of 
HlppokratSs are also found in Plato, Phmdr. p. 270. 

* See tile graphic picture in Plato, Fheedon. p. 97-98 (cap. 46-47) ; 
compare Plato, Legg. xii, p. 967 ; Aristolel. Metaphysic, i. p. 13-I4 (ed. 
Brandis) j Plutarch, Defect Oracul. p. 435. 

Simplicius, Commentar. in Aristotel. Physic, p. 38. kbI Srtp Si S iy 
^alSoiyi Saiitpdrsis SymAot r^ ‘AyafaySp^, rb iy rats rOy mrh pipes 
airtoXoyiais pij rip MXpVtrSai, rats ihiKuts iaroSSa-otnv, olitttoy 
rjt ^wioAoylf, Anaxagoras thought that the superior intelligence of man, 
as compared with other animals, arose from his possession of hands (Aristot 
de Part. Animal, iv. 10, p. 687, cd. Bekk.), 
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and seems to have escaped condemnation only by voluntary 
exile.^ 

The three eminent men just named, all essentially different 
from each other, may be taken as illustrations of the philo- 
sophical mind of Greece during the last half of the| fifth 
century b.c. Scientific pursuits had acquired a powerful hold, 
and adjusted themselves in various ways with the prevalent 
religious feelings of the age. Both HippokratSs and Anaxa- 
goras modified their ideas of the divine agency, so as to suit 
their thirst for scientific research. According to the former, 
the gods were the really .efficient agents in the production of 
all phsenomena, — the mean and indifferent not less than the 
terrific or tutelary. Being thus alike connected with all 
phaenomena, they were specially associated with none — and 
the proper task of the inquirer was, to find out those rules and 
conditions by which (he assumed) their agency was always 
determined, and according to which it might be foretold. 
Now such a view of the divine agency could never be recon- 
• oiled with the religious feelings of the ordinary Grecian 
believer, even as they stood in the time of Anaxagoras : still 
less could it have been reconciled with those of the Homeric 
man, more than three centuries earlier. By him Zeus and 
Athene were conceived as definite Persons, objects of special 
reverence, hopes and fears, and animated with peculiar feelings, 
sometimes of favour, sometimes of wrath, towards himself or his 

1 Xenophdn, Heniorab. iv. 7. Sokral&s said, Hal itapaippoyfiirai rhy 
ravra /w/iijawPTO otiSiii ^ttov ‘kvaiayipas itapt^p6vy)yty, i lityttnoy 
^pov^iraT rf ris rHy Stay /iiixayis ifyytitrSat, &c. Compare Schaubach, 
Aaaxagotm Fragment, p. 50-141 5 Plutarch, Nikias, 23, and Feclklds, 
6-32 ; Diogen. LaSrt. ii. 10-14. 

The Ionic philosophy, from which Anaxagoras receded more in language 
than in spirit, seems to have been the least popular of all the schools, 
though some of the commentators treat' it as conformable to vulgar opinion, 
because it confined itself for the most part to phrenomenal explanations, 
and did not recognise the iieumetia of Plato, or the rh iy yorp-iy of Par- 
menidds, — “qualis fuit lonicorum, quoe turn dominahatur, ratio, vulgar! 
opinione et commnni sensu comprobata” (ICarsten, Parmenidis Fragment., 
De Parmenidis Pbilosophid, p. 154). This is a mistake : the Ionic philo- 
sophers, who constantly searded for and insisted upon physical laws, came 
more directly into conflict with the sentiment of the multitude ihim the 
Eleatic school. 

The larger atmospheric pbmnomena were connected in the most intimate 
manner with Grecian reiigtous feeling and uneasiness (see Cemokritus ap. 
Sect. Etwiric. ix. sect. 19-24, ij. 552-554, Fabric.) ; the attempts of Anaxa- 
goias and Demokritus to explain them wem more displeasing to the public 
than the Platonic speculations (Deraokritus ap. Aristot. h^teorol. li. 7 ; 
Stobseus, Eclog. Physic, p. 594 ; compare Mullach, Democriti Fragmenta, 
lib. iv. p. 394). 
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family or country. They were propitiated by his prayers, and 
prevailed upon to lend him succour in danger — but offended 
and disposed to bring evil upon him if he omitted to render 
thanks or sacrifice. This sense of individual communion with 
them, and dependence upon them, was the essence of his 
faith. While he prayed with sincerity for special blessings 
or protection from the gods, he could not acquiesce in the 
doctrine of Hippokrat^s, that their agency was governed by 
constant laws and physical conditions. 

That radical discord between the mental impulses of science 
and religion, which manifests itself so decisively during the 
most cultivated ages of Greece, and which harassed more or 
less so many of the philosophers, produced its most afflicting 
result in the condemnation of Sokratfis by the Athenians. 
According to the remarkable passage recently cited from Xeno- 
ph6n, it will appear that Sokratfis agreed with his countrymen 
in denouncing physical speculations as impious, — that he 
recognised the religious process of discovery as a peculiar 
branch, co-ordinate with the scientific, — and that he laid down- 
a theory, of which the basis was, the confessed divergence of 
these two processes from the beginning — thereby seemingly 
satisfying the exigencies of religious hopes and fears on the one 
hand, and those of reason, in her ardour for ascertaining the 
invariable laws of phmnomena, on the other. We may remark 
that the theory of this religious and extra-scientific process of 
discovery was at that time sufficiently complete ; for SokratSs 
could point out, that those anomalous phrenomena which the 
gods had reserved for themselves, and into which science was 
forbidden to pry, were yet accessible to the seekings of the 
pious man, through oracles, omens, and other exceptional 
means of communication which divine benevolence vouchsafed 
to keep open. 

Now the scission thus produced between the superior minds 
and the multitude, in consequence of the development of 
science and the scientific point of view, is a fact of great 
moment in the history of Greek progress, and forms an im- 
portant contrast between die age of Homer and Hesiod and. 
that of Thucydidfis ; though in point of fact, even the multi- 
tude, during this later age, were partially modified by those 
very scientific views which they regarded with disfavour. , And 
we must keep in view the primitive religious faith, once 
universal and unobstructed, but subsequently disturbed by the 
intrusions of science ; we must follow me great change, as well 
in respect to enlarged intelligence as to refinement of social and 



30 History of Greece 

ethical feeling, among the Greeks, from the Plesiodic times 
downward, in order to render some account of the altered 
manner in which the ancient mythes came to be dealt with. 
These mythes, the spontaneous growth of a creative and 
personifying interpretation of nature, had struck root in Grecian 
associations at a time whfn the national faith required no 
support from what we call, evidence. They were rwrw submitted 
not simply to a feeling, imagining, and believing public, but 
also to special classes of instructed men, — philosophersj 
historians, ethical teachers, and critics,^ — and to a public 
partially modified by their ideas ^ as well as improved by a 
wider practical experience. They were not intended for such 
an audience; they had ceased to be in complete harmony 
even with the lower strata of intellect and sentiment, — much 
more so with the higher. But they were the cherished inherit- 
ance of a past time ; they were interwoven in a thousand ways 
ivith the religious faith, the patriotic retrospect, and the 
national worship, of every Grecian community; the general 
type of the mythe was the ancient, familiar and universal form 
of Grecian thought, which even the most cultivated men had 
imbibed in their childhood from the poets,® and by which they 

’ It is curious to see that some of the mo.st recondite doctrines of the 
Pythaeorean jjhilosophy were actually brought before the general. Syra- 
cusan public in the comedies of Kpicharmus: “ In comoediis suis per- 
sonas soepe ita colloqui fecit, ut sententias Pythngoricas el in nniversum 
sublimia vitx prteceptn immisceret.” (Grysar, Ge Doriensiuin Comoedifi, 
p. Ill, Col. 1828.^ The fragments preserved in Diogen. Laert. (iii. 9-17) 
present both criticisms upon the Hesiodic doctrine of a primasval chaos, and 
an exposition of the archetypal and immutable ideas (as opposed to the 
fluctuating phsenomena of sense) which Plato afterwards adopted and 
sysVsmatised. 

Epicharmus seems to have combined with this abstruse philoswhy a 
strong vein of comic shrewdness and some turn to scepticism (CJicero, 
Kpistol. ad Attic. 1 . 19): “at crebro inihi vafer ille Siculus Epicharmus 
insusurret cantUenam suam.” Clemens Alex. Strom, v. p. 258. iial 

iirurreiV ip9pa Taunt rSv fpeyav- Z&ftey ipiB/i^ koI hayiirn^’ 
TavTa yhp 0para6s, Also his contemptuous ridicule of the prophet- 
esses of his time who cheated foolish women out of tlieir money, pretending 
to universal knowledge, xal treiura ytyyiiaricovri rf riivav \iytp (ap. Folluc. 
ix. 81). See, about Epicharmus, O. MQlier, Dorians, iv. y, 4. 

These dramas seem to have been exhibited at Syracuse between /180-4C0 
B.C., anterior even to ChionidSs and Magnfs at Athens (Aristot. Poet. c. 3) : 
he says vs A. •irp6repos, which can hardly be literally exact. , The critics 
of the Horatian age looked upon Epicharmus as the prototype of Plautus 
(Uor. Epistol. ii. i, 58). 

® The third book of the Republic of Plato is particularly striking in 
reference to the use of the poets in education ; see also his treatise De Legg, 
vii. p. 810-811. Some teachers made their pupils learn whole poets by 
heart (Sasuv voarriis iKiMvOamy), others preferred extracts and selections. 
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were to a certain degree unconsciously enslaved. Taken as a 
whole the mythes had acquired prescriptive and ineffaceable 
possession. To attack, call in question, or repudiate them, 
was a task painful even to undertake, and far beyond the 
power of any one to accomplish. 

For these reasons, the anti-mythic vein of criticism was of 
little effect as a destroying force. But nevertheless its dissolv- 
ing, decomposing and transforming influence was very con- 
siderable. T 0 accommodate the ancient mythes to an improved 
tone of sentiment and a newly created canon of credibility, 
was a function which even the wisest Greeks did not disdain, 
and which occupied no small proportion of the whole intel- 
lectual activity of the nation. The mythes were looked at 
from a point of view completely foreign to the reverential 
curiosity and literal imaginative faith of the Plomeric man. 
They were broken up and recast in order to force them into 
new moulds such as their authors had never conceived. We 
may distinguish four distinct classes of minds, in the literary 
age now under examination, as having taken them in hand — 
the poets, thelogographers, the philosophers, and the historians. 

With the poets and logographers, the mythical persons are 
real predecessors, and the mythical world an antecedent fact. 
But it is divine and heroic reality, not human ; the present is 
only half-brother of the past (to borrow^ an illustration from 
Pindar in his allusion to gods and men) remotely and generi- 
cally, but not closely and specifically, analogous to it. As a 
general habit, the old feelings and the old unconscious faith, 
apart from all proof or evidence, still remain in their minds ; 
but recent feelings have grown up, which compel them to 
omit, to alter, sometimes even to reject and condemn, par- 
ticular narratives. 

Pindar repudiates some stories and transforms others, because 
they are inconsistent with his conceptions of the gods. Thus 
he formally jjrotests against the tale that Pelops had been killed 
and served up at table by his father, for the immortal gods .to 
cat. Pindar shrinks from the idea of imputing to them so 
horrid an appetite j he pronounces the tale to have been 
originally fabricated by a slanderous neighbour. Nor can he 
bring himself to recount the quarrels between different gods.* 
The amours of Zeus and Apollo are noway ^spleasing to him j 
but he occasionally suppresses some of the simple details of the 
old mythe, as deficient in dignity. Thus, according to the 

^ Pindar, Nem. vi. i. Compare Simonides, Fragm. I (Gaiaford), 

* Pindar, Olymp. i, 3Q-SS 5 h'* 3®~4S- 
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Hcsiodic narrative, Apollo was informed by a raven of the 
infidelity of the nymph Kordnis : but the mention of the raven 
did not appear to Pindar consistent with the majesty of the 
god, and he therefore wraps up the mode of detection in vague 
and mysterious language.^ He feels considerable repugnance to 
the character of Odysseus, and intimates more than once that 
Homer has unduly exalted him, by force of poetical artifice. 
With the character of the .iEakid Ajax, on the other hand, he 
has the deepest sympathy, as well as with his untimely and 
inglorious death, occasioned by the undeserved preference of 
a less worthy rival.® He appeals for his authority usually to the 
Muse, but sometimes to “ancient sayings of men,” accom- 
panied with a general allusion to story-tellers and bards, — 
admitting however that these stories present great discrepancy, 
and sometimes that they are false.® Yet the marvellous and 
the supernatural afford no ground whatever for rejecting a 
story; Pindar makes an express declaration to this effect in 
reference to the romantic adventures of Perseus and the 
Gorgon’s head.^ He treats even those mythical characters, 
which conflict the most palpably with positive experience, as 
connected by a real genealogical thread with the world before 
him. Not merely the heroes of Troy and Thfibes, and the 
demigod seamen of Jas6n in the ship Arg6, but also the 
Centaur Cheirdn, the hundred headed Typhds, the giant 
Alkyoneus, Antseus, Bellerophdn and Pegasus, the Chimsera, 
the Amazons and the Hyperboreans — all appear painted on the 
same canvas, and touched with the same colours, as the men 
of the recent and recorded past, Phalaris and Kreesus : only 
they are thrown back to a greater distance in the perspective.® 
The heroic ancestors of those great ^ginetan, Thessalian, 
Theban, Argeian, &c. families, whose present members the 
poet celebrates for their agonistic victories, sympathise with the 
exploits and second the efl'orts of their descendants : the 
inestimable value of a privileged breed, and of the stamp of 

* T*yih. iii. 25. See the allnsions to Semel6, AlkmSna, and I>ana6, 
Fyth. iii. 98 ; Nem. x. 10, Compare also supra, cha]}. ix. 

® Fmdar, Nem. vii. 20-30 ; viii. 23-31. Isthm. iii. 50^. 

_ It seems to be sympathy for Ajax, in odes addressed to noble iEginetan 
victors, which induces him thus to depreciate Odysseus ; for he eulogises 
Sisyjjhus, specially on account of his cunning and resources (Olymp. xiii. 
50), in the ode addressed to Xcnophdn the Corinthian. 

* Olymp, 1 . 28 ; Nem. viii. 20 ; Fylh. i. 93 ; Olymp, vii. SS ! Nem. vi. 

43. ipdyri S’ ivBpdirav traXaial &c. 

* Pyth. X. 49. Compare Fyth, xU. 11-22. 

* Pyth, i. 17 ; iii. 4-7 ; iv, 12 5 viii. 16. Nem. iv. 27-33 ; v. 89. 
Isthm, y. 3J ; vi. 44-48. Olymp, iii. 17 ; viu. } xiii. 61-S7. 
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nature, is powerfully contrasted with the impotence of un- 
assisted teaching and practice.^ The power and skill of the 
Argeian Theasus and his relatives as wrestlers, are ascribed 
partly to the fact that their ancestor Pamphafis in aforetime 
had hospitably entertained the Tyndarids Kast6r and Pollux.® 
Perhaps however the strongest proof of the sincerity of Pindar’s 
mythical faith is afforded when he notices a guilty incident 
with shame and repugnance, but with an unwilling confession 
of its truth, as in the case of the fratricide committed on 
Fhokus by his brothers PSleus and Telatndn.® 

.^schylus and SophoklSs exhibit the same spontaneous and 
uninquiring faith as Pindar in the legendary antiquities of 
Greece, taken as a whole j but they allow themselves greater 
licence as to the details. It was indispensable to the success 
of their compositions that they should recast and group anew 
the legendary events, preserving the names and general under- 
stood relation of those characters whom they introduced. The 
demand for novelty of combination increased with the multipli- 
cation of tragic spectacles at Athens: moreover the feelings 
of the Athenians, ethic.al as well as political, had become too 
critical to tolerate the literal reproduction of many among the 
ancient stories. 

Both of these poets exalted rather than lowered the dignity 
of the mythical world, as something divine and heroic rather 
than human. The PromStheus of .(Eschylus is a far more 
exalted conception than his keen-witted namesake in Hesiod, 
and the more homely details of the ancient Thebais and 
CEdipodia were modified in the like spirit by Sophoklfis.* 
The religious agencies of the old epic are constantly kept 
prominent by both. The paternal curse, — the wrath of 
deceased persons against those from whom they have sustained 
wrong, — the judgements of the Erinnys against guilty or fore- 
doomed persons, sometimes inflicted directly, sometimes 
brought about through dementation of the sufferer himself 
(like the Homeric At6), — are frequent in their tragedies.® 

* Nem. iii. 39 ; v, 40. (rvyytv^s fbdoiia — v 6 r/ios cvyytv^i} v. 8 , 
Olymp. 5 x. 103. Pindar seems to introduce ipiif. in cases where Homer 
would have uienlioned the divine assistance. 

® Nem. X. 37-51. Compare the family legend of the Athenian H^mo- 
kratds, in Plato, Lysis, p. 205. 

® Nem. V. 12-16. 

* See vol. i, chap, xtv. on the Legend of the Sie^ of Thehds. 

® The curse of (JEdipus is the determining force in the Sept, ad Tbeb., 
'Api t’, ’Eptyviis vurpis v luyaerttfht {v, 70) i it reappears several times 
in the course of the drama, with particular solemnity in the mouth' of . 
voT.. II. , n , 
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-iEschylus in two of his remaining pieces brings forward the 
gods as the chief personages. Far from sharing the objection 
of Pindar to dwell upon dissensions of the gods, he introduces 
Prometheus and Zeus in the one, Apollo and the Eumenides 
in the other, in marked opposition. The dialogue, first super- 
induced by him upon the primitive chorus, gradually became 
the most important portion of the drama, and is more elabor- 
ated in Sophoklfis than in .^Eschylus. Even in Sophoklfis, 
however, it still generally retains its ideal majesty as contrasted 
with the rhetorical and forensic tone which afterwards crept 
in : it grows out of the piece, and addresses itself to the 
emotions more than to the reason of the audience. Neverthe- 
less, the effect of Athenian political discussion and democratical 
feeling is visible in both these dramatists. The idea of rights 
and legitimate privileges as opposed to usurping force, is 
applied by Aischylus even to the society of the gods. The 
Eumenidds accuse Apollo of having, with the insolence of 

EteokUs (695-709, 725, 7S5, &c.} ; he yields to it as an irresistible force, 
as carrying the family to ruin — 

'Cfr«l rb irpayiia Kdpr* iiritnep^ei Oehtf 
Iria o^povt Kwkvtoi} Kax^Vi 
iTAv rb A.atou yivot* 

at 0 0 * 

9CXttv ydp fi,oi Ttarphi apa 

BqpoZv M\av<rrot( ofifiairtv irpofn^dvHf ^c* 

So again at the opening of the Agamemn6n, the n 9 ims rtKvi- 

votyos (V. iss) and the sacrifice of Iphigenia are dwelt upon ns leaving 
behind them an avenging doom upon AgamemnOn, though be took pre- 
cautions for gagging her mouth during the sacrifice and thus preventing her 
from giving uttemnee to imprecations — 4 >fl^T;yor apaiov oliton B(f 
t" ivMSip nivet (aoToirxelv), V. 246. The Eiinnys awaits Agamemiifin oven 
at the moment of his victorious consummation at Troy (467 ; compare 762- 
99°) 1336-1433) ; she is most to he dreaded after great good fortune ; she 
enforces the curse which ancestral crimes have brought upon the house of 
Atreus — wpciropxos 6'n) — rroAoial hfiaprlai SS/iay C1185-II97, (Dhogph. 692) 
— the curse imprecated by the outraged Thyesifis (1601). In the Qiofi- 
phorse, Apollo menaces Orestfe witli the wrath of his deceased father, and 
all the direful visitations of the Erinnys, unless be undertakes to revenge 
the murder (271-296). Ataa and ’Epimis bring on blood for blood (647). 
Eut the moment that Orcst^, placed between these conllicling obligations 
(925), bos achieved it, he becomes himself the victim of the Erinnyes, who 
drive him mad even at the end of the ChoSphone (Iwr S’ It’ Hftfpav flfil, 
1026), and who make their appearance boduy, and pursue him throughout 
the third drama of this fearful trilogy. The Eiddlon of Klytsemneslra 
impels them to vengeance (Kumenid. 0), and even spurs them on when 
they appear to relax. Apollo conveys Orestis to Athens, whither the 
Erinnyes pursue him, and prosecute him before the judgement-seat of the 
goddes Athfinfi, to whom they submit lire award ; Apollo appearing os 
defender. The debate between “ the daughters of Night ” and the god, 
accttsinrr and defending, is eminently curious (576-730) : the Erinnyes are 
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youthful ambition, “ridden down” their old prerogatives^ — 
while the Titan Prometheus, the champion of suffering human- 
ity against the unfriendly dispositions of Zeus, ventures to 
depict the latter as a recent usurper reigning only by his 
superior strength, exalted by one successful revolution, and 
destined at some future time to be overthrown by another, — 
a fate which cannot be averted except through warnings com- 
municable only by Prometheus himself.® 

Though iEschylus incurred reproaches of impiety from Plato, 
and seemingly also from the Athenian public, for particular 

deeply mortified at tlie humiliation put upon them when Orestds is 
acquitted, but AthSnfi at length reconciles them, and a covenant is made 
whereby they become protectresses of Attica, accepting of a permanent 
abode and solemn worship (rood) : Orestds returns to Argos, and promises 
that even in his tomb he will watch that none of his descendants shall ever 
injure the land of Attica (770), The solemn trial and acquittal of Orestls 
formed the consecrating legend of the Hill and Judicature of Areiopagus. 

This is the only complete trilogy of jGsehylus which we possess, and 
the avenging Erlnnyes (416) are the movers throughout the whole — unseen 
in the first two diamss, visible and appalling in the third. And the appear- 
ance of Kassandra under the actual prophetic fever in the first, contributes 
still further to impart to it a colooring different 'from common humanity. 

The general view of the movement of the Oiesteia given in Welcker 
(^schyl. Trilogie, p. 445) appears to me more conformable to Hellenic 
ideas than that of Klausen (Theoloeumena iEschyli, p. lS 7 “J® 9 )i whose 
valuable collection and comparison or passages is too much affected, both 
here and elsewhere, by the desire to bring the agencies of the Greek 
mythical world into harmony with what a religious mind of the present day 
would approve. Moreover he sinks the personality of Ath£n€ too much 
in the supreme authority of Zeus (p. 158-168). 

^ EumenidSs, 150 — 

*Ib vox Aib^ hrticboiror v A«, 

Hios 8i ypaCas 8a{fiova9 Ko^Mnrftow, &c. 

Tile same metaphor again, v. 731. ASschylus seems to delight in con- 
trasting the young and the old gods : compare 70-163, 883. 

The Erinnyes tell Apollo that he assumes functions which do not belong 
to him, and will thus desecrate those which do belong to him (715-754) — 

’AK\‘ aifULTiilA vai-^p.oT', oi Xa^uv, 

Movrefa S' odie w oyva fiiyavt 

The refusal of the king Pelasgos, in the Supplices, to undertalce what he 
feels to be the sacred duty of protecting the suppliant Danaldes, without 
first submitting the matter to his people and obtaining their expressed con- 
sent, and the fear which he expresses of their blame (kst' 

^(Xafrias Xe^r), are more forcibly set forth than an old epic poem would 
probably have thought necessary (see SnppHces, 369, 397, 485, 519). The 
solemn wish to exclude both anarchy and despotism from Athens bears 
stilt more the mark of political feeling of the time—ja^r’ Uvapxo’' 
Seirirarov^uevov (Eumenid. 527-696). 

a PromStheus, 35, 151, 170, 309, 534, 910, 940, 956, 
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speeches and incidents in his tragedies, ^ and though he does 
not adhere to the received vein of religious tradition with the 

^ Plato, Republ. ii. 3S1-383 ; compare ^Eschyl. Fragment, ijg, eel. 
Dindorf. He was charged also with having divulged in some of his plays 
secret matters of the mysteries of Dfimfitir, hut is said to have excused 
himself by alleging ignorance : be was not aware that what he had said 
was comprised in the mysteries (Aristot. Ethic. Nicom. iii. 2; Clemens 
Alex. Strom, ii. p. 387) ; the story is dilferent again in ALIian, V, H. 
v. 19. 

How little can be made out distinctly respecting this last accusation may 
be seen in Lobeclr, Aglilopham p. 81. 

Cicero (Tusc. Dis. ii. 10) calls ASscbylus “almost a Pythagorean : ” upon 
what the epithet is founded we do not Icnow. 

There is no evidence to prove to us that the Prometheus Vinctus was con- 
sidered as impious by the public before whom it was represented 5 but its 
obvious meaning has been so regarded by modern critics, who resort to 
many dilferent explanations of it, in order to prove that when properly 
construed it is not impious. Put if we wish to ascertain what jEschylus 
really meant, we ought not to consult the religious ideas of modern times ; 
we have no test except what we know of the poet’s own time and that 
which had preceded him. The explanations given by the ablest critics 
seem generally to exhibit n predetermination to bring nut Zeus, as a just, 
wise, merciful, and all-powerful Being 5 and all, in one way or another, 
distort the figures, alter the per-spective, and give far-fetched interpretations 
of the meaning of this striking drama, which conveys an impression 
directly contrary (see Welcker, Trilogie ^Esch. p, 90-117, with the explan- 
ation of Dissen there given; Klansen, Theologum. /Bscb. p. 140-154; 
Schdmann, in his recent translation of the play, and the criticism of that 
translation in the Wiener Jahrbucher, vol. cix. 1845, p. 245, by F. Ritter). 
On the other hand, Schutz (Excurs. ad Prom. Vinct. p. 149) thinks that 
iEschylus wished by means of this drama to enforce upon his count^men 
the hatred of a despot. Though I do not agree in this interpretation, it 
appears to me less wide of the truth than the forcible methods employed by 
others to bring the poet into harmony with their own religious ideas. 

Of the Prunidtheus Solutus, which formed a sequel to the From8theus 
Vinctus (the entire trilogy is not certainly known], the fragments preserved 
are very scanty, and the guesses of critics as to its plot have little base to 
proceed upon. They contend that, in one way or oilier, the apparent objec- 
tions which the Promdth. Vinctus presents against the justice of Zeus were in 
the PromSth. Solutus removed. Hermann, in his Disstrtatio dt ./Eschyli 
Ptwnttheo SoMo (Opuscula, vol. iv. p. 256), calls this position in question ; 

I transcribe from his Dissertation one passage, because it contains an 
important remark in reference to the manner in which the Greek poets 
handled their religious legends s “ while they recounted and believed many 
enormities respecting individual gods, they always described the Godhead 
in the abstract as holy and faultless." , . . 

“ Immo illud admirari oportet, quod quum de singulis Diis indigniSsima 
qnseque crederent, tamen ubi sine certo nomine Deum dicebant, immunem 
ab orani vitio, summdque sanctitate prsediium inlelligebant. Illam igitnr 
Jovis ssevitiam ut excusent defensores Trilogte, et jure punitum volunt 
Prometheum — etinsequentefabulii reconciliato Jove, restilutam orbitrantur 
divinam justitiam. Quo invento, vereor ne non optime dignitati consuluerint 
supremi Deorum, quem decuerat polios non ssevire omnino, quam placari eA 
lere, ut alius Promethei vice Ineret.” 
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same strictness as Sophoklfis — yet the ascendency and inter- 
ference of the gods are never out of sight, and the solemnity 
with which they are represented, set off by a bold, figurative, 
and elliptical style of expression (often but imperfectly in- 
telligible to modern readers), reaches its maximum in his 
tragedies. As he throws round the gods a kind of airy 
grandeur, so neither do his men or heroes appear like tenants 
of the common earth. The mythical world from which he 
borrows his characters, is peopled only with “ the immediate 
seed of the gods, in close contact with Zeus, in whom the 
divine blood has not yet had time to degenerate : ” ^ his indi- 
viduals are taken, not from the iron race whom Hesiod 
acknowledges with shame as his contemporaries, but from the 
extinct heroic race which had fought at Troy and Thfibes. It 
is to them that his conceptions aspire, and he is even charge- 
able Avith frequent straining, beyond the limits of poetical taste, 
to realise his picture. If he does not consistently succeed in 
it, the reason is because consistency in such a matter is un- 
attainable, since, after all, the analogies of common humanity, 
the only materials which the most creative imagination has to 
work upon, obtrude themselves involuntarily, and the linea- 
ments of the man are thus seen even under a dress which 
promises superhuman proportions. 

Sophoklfis, the most illustrious ornament of Grecian tragedy, 
dwells upon the same heroic characters, and maintains their 
grandeur, on the whole, with little abatement ; combining with 
it a far better dramatic structure, and a wider appeal to human 
sympathies. Even in Sophokl6s, however, we find indications 
that an altered ethical feeling, and a more predominant sense 
of artistic perfection, are allowed to modify the harsher religious 
agencies of the old epic. Occasional misplaced effusions ** of 

1 ^schyl. Fragment. 146, Dindorf. ; ap. Plato. Rcpub. iii. p. 391 ; 
compare Strabo, xii. p. 580 — 

• f « • . t ol ^ 

Oi irayip 

Atbs irarpfov itrr* hf alMpi, 

Ko^TTcd iSCrtiKov alnet 6aii/.6vtop, 

There is one real exception to tins statement— -the Persm — which is 
founded upon an event of recent occurrence ; and one apparent exception 
—the Fromitheus Vinclus, But in that drama no individual mortal is 
made to appear ; we can hardly consider 16 as an (aSS)* 

* For the characteristics of ^schylus see Aristophan. Ran, 755, ad fin. 
paMim, The competition between ^schylus and Euripides turns upon 
yvH/xai &ya$ai, 1497 ; the weight and majesty of the words, 1363 ; irp 6 rot 
rav mipyiaas ^ftara at/iyd, 1001, 921, 930 (“suolimis et gravis 

et vrendiloquus ssepe usque ad vitium,” Quintil. x. i) ; the imposing appear- 
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rhetoric, as well as of didactic prolixity, may also be detected. 
It is .iEschylus, not Sophoklfis, who forms the marked anti- 
thesis to EuripidSs ; it is .(Eschylus, not Sophokles, to whom 
Aristophanes awards the prize of tragedy, as the poet who 
assigns most perfectly to the heroes of the past those weighty 
words, imposing equipments, simplicity of great deeds with 
little talk, and masculine energy superior to the corruptions of 
Aphrodite, which beseem the comrades of Agamemndn and 
Adrastus.^ 

How deeply this feeling, of the heroic character of the 
mythical world, possessed the Athenian mind, may be judged 
by the bitter criticisms made on Euripides, whose composi- 
tions were pervaded, partly by ideas of physical philosophy 
learnt under Anaxagoras, partly by the altered tone of educa- 
tion and the wide diffusion of practical eloquence, forensic as 
well as political, at Athens.® While Aristophanes assails 
Euripides as the representative of this “ young Athens," with 
the utmost keenness of sarcasm, — other critics also concur in 

ance of his heroes, such as Memndn and Kylcmis, 961 j their reserve in 
speech, 908 j his dramas “ full of ArSs,” and his lion-iicartcd chiefs, inspir- 
ing the uuditois with fearless spirit in defence of their country, —1014, 1019, 
1040 ; his contempt of feminine tenderness, 1042 — 

j^CH. OiiS* otS* oMUr iruiror’ ivotijffa yvveuKOt 

Eiirip. Md Ar, ovd« yAp ifp rnv ‘AipoAtrnj oidtv v(a. 

^SCH. _ ^ 

*AAA.' IttI irol rot sal rotr trotinv iroAAh vvAAoi) VikiISditd. 

To the same general purpose Nuhes (i34y-i3S6), composed so many 
years earlier. The weight and majesty of the iSschylean heroes (fiipos, 
rb fieyaAoTipenis) is dwelt upon in the life of /Eschylus, and Sophokl£s is 
said to have derided it— 'flowvp yhp i Sdvye, rhp Aiirx^dov 

Smimtuxi)! ijKov, &c. (Plutarch, DeProfect. in Virt. Sent. c. y), unless 
we are to understand this as a mistake of Plutarch quoting Sophokl8s 
instead of Euripidds as he speaks in the Frogs of AristopVianis, which is 
the opinion both of Lessing in his Life of Sophoklds and of Welcker 
(jEschyl. Trilogie, p. S^S)- 

t See vol. i. chapters xiv. and xv. 

AUscbylus seems to have been a greater innovator as to the matter of the 
mythes than either Sophoklds or Euripides ffiionys. Italic. Judic. de Vet. 
Script, p. 422, Reisk.). For the close adherence of Sophokids to the 
Homeric epic see Atbenae. vii. p. ayy ; Diogen. Ladrl. Iv. 20 ; Snidos, v. 
noXe/twv. Aeschylus puts into the mouth of the Eumenidds a seiious argu- 
ment derived from the behaviour of Zeus in draining his father Kronos 
(Eumen. 640). 

® See Valckenaer, Diatribe in Euripid. Fragm. capp. S and 6. 

The fourth and fifth lectures among the Dmmatisclie Vorkmnmn of 
August Wilhelm Schlegel depict both justly and eloquently the ditmrcnce 
between iEschylus, Sophokles and Euripidds, especrally on this point of 
the gradual sinking of the mythical colossus into an ordinary man ; about 
Etu^idds especially in lecture 5, vol. i. p. 206, ed. Pleidelbcrp' 1809. 
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designating him as having vulgarised the mythical heroes, and 
transformed them into mere characters of common life, — 
loquacious, subtle, and savouring of the market-place.^ In 
some of his plays, sceptical expressions and sentiments were 
introduced, derived from his philosophical studies, sometimes 
confounding two or three distinct gods into one, sometimes 
translating the personal Zeus into a substantial iEther with 
determinate attributes. He pul into the mouths of some of his 
unprincipled dramatic characters, apologetic speeches which 
were denounced as ostentatious sophistry, and as setting out a 
triumphant case for the criminal.® His thoughts, his words, 

^ Aristot. Poetic, c, 46. OTov koI So^oiiX^s ahris fiiv otous Set 
mieii/, EiptrlSrjs Se, oioi flat. 

The Ranee and Acharneis of ArlstophanSs exhibit fully the reproaches 
urged ngoiust EuripidSs ; the languoge put into the mouth of EunpidSs in 
the former play (vv. 935-977) illustrates especially the point here laid 
down. Plutarch (De Glorid Atheniens. c. 5) contrasts q EfipiirfSov aotjiUi 
/cal q ’SotpaKKtaSs Koyiirris. SophoklSs either adhered to the old mythes 
or introduced alterations into them in a spirit conformable to their original 
character, while Euripides refined upon them. The comment of Demetrius 
Phalereus connects rh Kiyiov expressly with the maintenance of the dignity 
of the tales. S« atrh tov fwyaXoirpewoSs, iiirep vuv K 6 ytoi> 

iro/ulCovifti> (c. 38). 

* Aristophan. Ran. 770, 887, 1066. 

Euripides says to .‘Eschylus, in regard to the language employed by both 
of them — 

’Hr oiv AuieajSiiTToaff 

Kat JIapvwrtruv VfiTv toOt’ iirrl t& xpsori Stfiuir/ceu', 

*Ov XPS ^pd^atp ipflpunretup ; 

jEschylUs replie.s — 

'AAA*, & KOKdSiumv, oray/ti/ 

MfyCfAur ypup&v /cat oiaaocwf' icr/c /cat tA ^para rfiCTSti'. 

KdAAcur cl/cAr rovr ii/ciOcovs roc? ^patri pal^om x/'qa'Sni* 

Kal ncr Ipariotf jfpwvrat iroKit axpvonpotm, 

*A 'uoi ypninits KaTaSeffan-OT {»Aiiui!’'‘^ 

Euaip. _ . HJoirnt 

^CH. ITguTov pill rodr fino'ti.tdonw pA/ec* apmprj(wvi cp cAccrot 
Tow ArSptSirow 0atvocpr' cirac. 

For the character of the language and me.asures of Euripides, as repre- 
sented by AJschylus, see also v. 1297, and Pac. 527. Philosophical discus- 
sion was iniroduced by Euripides (Dionys. Hal. Ars Rhetor, viii. lO-ix. 
11} in the Melanipp8, where the doctrine of prodigies (ripai) appears to 
have been argued. Quintilian (x. i) remarks that to young beginners in 
judicial pleading, the study of EuripidSs was much more specially profit- 
able tlian that of Sophokfes 1 compare do Chrysostom, Oral. xviu. vol. 
p. 477, Reisk. 

In Euripidds the heroes themselves sometimes delivered moralising dis- 
courses , — eiffdyuv <rhp EtWtpoipimiP yvupoKoyovPra (Weleker, Griecnisch 
Tragbd. Eunp. Stheneb. p. 782). Compare the fragments of his Bellero- 
ph6n (15-25, Matthios), and of his Chrysippus (7, ib^_. A strildng story is 
found in Seneca, Epislol. J15 ; and Plutartm, de Audiend. Feeds, c. 4, t. i. 
p. 70, Wytt. 
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and the rhythm of his choric songs, were all accused of being 
deficient in dignity and elevation. The mean attire and 
miserable attitude in which he exhibited CEneus, Telephus, 
Thyest6s, In6, and other heroic characters, were unmercifully 
derided,^ though it seems that their position and circumstances 
had always been painfully melancholy j but the effeminate 
pathos which EuripidSs brought so nakedly into the foreground, 
was accounted unworthy of the majesty of a legendary hero. 
And he incurred still greater obloquy on another point, on 
which he is allowed even by his enemies to have only repro- 
duced in substance the pre-existing tales, — the illicit and fatal 
passion depicted in several of his female characters, such as 
Phasdra and Sthenoboea. His opponents admitted that these 
stories were true, but contended that they ought to be kept 
back, and not produced upon the stage, — a proof both of the 
continued mythical faith and of the more sensitive ethical 
criticism of his age.® The marriage of the six daughters to the 
six sons of .iEolus is of Homeric origin, and stands now, 
though briefly, stated, in the Odyssey; but the incestuous 
passion of Mokareus and Kanakfi, embodied by Euripidfis ® in 

' Aristophan. Ran. 840 — 

3 > oTw^vXioirv^AcKTdlh) 

Kal irrw;(oiroti xal pajctoov^pamdSi}" 

See also Aristophan. Acham. 385-422. For an unfavourable criticism 
upon such proceeding, see Aristot. Poet. 27. 

* Aristophan. Ran. 1050 — 

Eurip. nrfripop S' oi/K ovra \6yov tovtw irepl trs 9alSpas (wtOijKat 
JEsch. ms Af iX\' Spr*' oAV iiroKpJirrttv xpij t6 iroyrjpby tSp yf mttfritVf 
Kat /it} irapayeip fiifSi StSSa-xitp, 

In the Hercules Furens, Euripidds puts in relief and even exaggerates the 
worst elements of the ancient myihes: the implacable hatred of H6r€ 
towards H8ralri8s is pushed so far as to deprive him of his reason (by send- 
ing down Iris and the unwilling iiiirira), and thus intentionally to drive him 
to slay ^his wife and children with his own hands. 

* Aristoph. Ran. 849, 1041, 1080 ; Thesmophor. 547 ; Nuhes, 1354. 
Grauert, De Medid Grrecorum Comoedid in Rheinisch. Museum. 2nd Jonrs. 

I Heft, p. 51, It suited the plan of the drama of ritolus, as composed by 
Euripides, to place in the inouth of Makareus a formal recommendation 
of incestuous marriages: probably this contributed much to offend the 
Athenian public. 8ee Dionys. Hal. Rhetor, lx. p. 355. 

About the liberty of intermarriage among relatives, indicated in’ Homer, 
parents and children being alone excepted, see Terpstra, Antiquitas 
Homerica, cap. xiii. p. 104. 

Ovid, whose poetical tendencies led him chiefly to copy Enripidds, 
observes (Trist. if. l, 3S0) — 

" Omne genus script! gravitate Tragoedia vincit, 

Hsec quoque materiaiii sempei amuris habet 
Nam quid in Hippolyto nisi caeca damma novercef 
Nolulis est Cauace fratris amore suL" 

This is the reverse of the truth In regard to .lEschylus and Sophokids, 
and only very partially true in respect to Enripidds. 



Grecian Mythes 41 

the lost tragedy called j^ohis, drew upon him severe censure. 
Moreover he often disconnected the horrors of the old legends 
with those religious agencies by which they had been originally 
forced on, prefacing them by motives of a more refined char- 
acter, such as carried no sen.se of awful compulsion. Thus the 
considerations by which the Euripidean Alkmajfin was reduced 
to the necessity of killing his mother, appeared to Aristotle 
ridiculous.^ After the time of this great poet, his successors 
seem to have follow'ed him in breathing into their characters 
the spirit of common life. But the names and plot were still 
borrowed from the stricken mythical families of Tantalus, 
Kadmus, &c. : and the heroic exaltation of all the individual 
personages introduced, as contrasted with the purely human 
character of the Chorus, is still numbered by Aristotle among 
the essential points of the theory of tragedy.® 

The tendency then of Athenian tragedy — ^powerfully mani- 
fested in .iEschylus, and never wholly lost — was to uphold an 
unquestioning faith and a reverential estimate of the general 
mythical world and its persont^es, but to treat the particular 
narratives rather as matter for the emotions than as recitals of 
actual fact. The logographers worked along with them to the 
first of these two ends, but not to the second. Their grand 
object was, to cast the mythes into a continuous readable series, 
and they were in consequence compelled to make selection 
between inconsistent or contradictory narratives j to reject some 
narratives as false, and to receive others as true. But their 
preference was determined more by their sentiments as to what 
was appropriate, than by any pretended historical test. Phere-' 
kydes, Akusilaus, and Hellanikus ® did not seek to banish 
miraculous or fantastic incidents from the mythical world. 
They regarded it as peopled with loftier beings, and expected 
to find in it phjenomena not paralleled in their own degenerate 
days. They reproduced the fables as they found them in the 
poets, rejecting little except the discrepancies, and producing 

^ Aristot, Ethic, Nicom. iii. l, 8. kkI yitp riy EipiiriSou ’AAic/utioi'a 
•ytXota ^talvcrai rh ivayicdifavTa /ofrpoicrayijfftih (In the lost tragedy called 
’AAK/xa(ai>' i 5 iA VaifiTios,) 

" Aristot, Poetic. 26-27. Froblemata also, in giving the 

reason why the Hypo-Dorian and Hypo-Phrygian musical modes were 
never assigned to the Chorus, he says— 

TaSra Si xop^ dvapnoari, roTt Si iri tnet)y^t oiicfiiripa, 

’EeeTi'oi uiy yip iipiay /ti/tijral' of 8i fiyt/iSy^t r&y ipxaim jiSyoi imv 
Hpufs, of S8 Aaol avBpifmot, &» i<rrly S Xopds, Ati Kal ipfti^n aSr^ ri 
yaepby xal ri<rixtoy ? 9 os ml MpenriKi ydp< 

‘ See Muller, Prolegom, zu einer wissenschafthclien Mythologie, c. iii. 
P- 93 - 
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ultimately what they believed to be not only a continuous,’ 
but an exact and trustworthy, history of the past — wherein 
they carry indeed their precision to such a length, that 
Hellanikus gives the year, and even the day, of the capture of 
Troy.i 

Helcatseus of MilStus (500 b.c.), anterior to Pherekydfe and 
Hellanikus, is the earliest writer in whom we can detect any 
disposition to disallow the prerogative and specialty of the 
mythes, and to soften down their characteristic prodigies, some 
of which however still find favour in his eyes, as in the case of 
the spealung ram who carried Phryxus over the Hellespont. 
He pronounced the Grecian fables to be “ many and ridiculous ; " 
whether from their discrepancies or from their intrinsic improb- 
abilities we do not know. And we owe to him the first attempt 
to force them within the limits of historical credibility; as 
where he transforms the three-headed Cerberus, the dog of 
HadSs, into a serpent inhabiting a cavern on Cape Ttenarus — 
and Gerydn of Erytheia into a king of Epinis rich in herds of 
oxen.® Hekatseus traced the gene^ogy of himself and the gens 
to which he belonged through a line of fifteen progenitors up 
to an initial god,® — ^the clearest proof both of his profound faith 
in the reality of the mythical world, and of his religious attach- 
ment to it as the point of junction between the human and the 
divine personality. 

We have next to consider the historians, especially Herodotus 

' Helknic. Fragment. l«, ed, IMdot. 

® Hekatsei Fragm. ed. Diclot, 333, 346, 349 ; Sciol. Apollfln. Rhod. 
i. 356 ; Athenee. ii. p. 133 ; Skylax, c. 26. 

Perhaps Hekatseus was induced to look for Erytheia in Epirus by the 
brick-red colour of the earth there in many places, noticed by Pouaneville 
and other travellers (Voyage dans la Grece, vol. it 348 ; see Klausen, 
Aiineas und die Fcnaten, vol. i. p. 233). 'ExaraTot S MiX^crior — \6yav 
eSpex flxdra, Fausan. iii. 25, 4, Be seems to have written exprcs.sly 
concerning the fabulous Hyperboreans, and to have upheld the common 
faith against doubts which had begun to rise in his time; the derisory 
notice of Hyperboreans in Herodotus is probably directed against Heka- 
taeus, iv. 36 ; Schul. Apolidn. Rhod. ii. 675 j Diodde. ii. 47. 

It is maintained by Mr. Clinton (Fast. Hell. ii. p. 4S0) and others (see 
not. ad Fragment. Hecatmi, p. 30, ed. Didol), that the work on the 
Hyperboreans was written by Heketreus of Abdera, a literary Greek of the 
age of Ptolemy Philadelphus— not by Hekatseus of MilStus. I do not 
concur in this opinion. I think it mitcdr more probable that the earlier 
Plekatseus was the author spoken o£ 

The distinguished position held by Hekatams at Mlldtus is marked not 
only by the notice which Herodotus takes of his opinions on public matters, 
but also by his negotiation with the Persian satrap Arlaphernes on behalf 
of his countrymen (Dioddr. Excerpt, xlvii. p. 41, ed. DindorQ, 

’ Herodot. ii. 14^. 
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and Thucydides. Like Hekalseus, Thucydides belonged to a 
gens which traced its descent from Ajax, and through Ajax to 
./liakus and Zeus.^ _ Herodotus modestly implies that he him- 
self had no such privilege to boast of.® The curiosity of these 
two historians respecting the past had no other materials to work 
upon except the mythes, which they found already cast by the 
logographers into a continuous series, and presented as an 
aggregate of antecedent history, chronologically deduced from 
the times of the gods. In common with the body of the 
Greeks, both Herodotus and ThucydidSs had imbibed that 
complete and unsuspecting belief in the general reality of 
mythical antiquity, which was interwoven with the religion and 
the patriotism, and all the public demonstrations, of the 
Hellenic world. To acquaint themselves with the genuine 
details of this foretime, was an inquiry highly interesting to 
them. But the increased positive tendencies of their age, as 
well as their own habits of personal investigation, had created 
in them an historical sense in regard to the past as well as to 
the present. Having acquired a habit of appreciating the 
intrinsic tests of historical credibility and probability, they 
found the particular narratives of the poets and logographers, 
inadmissible as a whole even in the eyes of Hekateeus, still 
more at variance with their stricter canons of criticism. And 
we thus observe in them the constant struggle, as well as the 
resulting compromise, between these two opposite tendencies j 
on one hand a firm belief in the reality of the mythical world, 
on the other hand an inability to accept the details which 
their only witnesses, the poets and logographers, told them 
respecting it. 

Each of them however performed the process in his own 
way. Herodotus is a man of deep and anxious religious feel- 
ing. He often recognises the special judgements of the gods 
as determining historical events : his piety is also partly tinged 
with that mystical vein which the last two centuries had graduily 
infused into the religion of the Greeks — for he is apprehensive 
of giving offence to the gods by reciting publicly what he has 
heard respecting them. He frequently stops short in his 
narrative, and intimates that there is a sacred legend, but that 
he will not tell it. In other cases, where he feels compelled to 
speak out, he entreats forgiveness for doing so from the gods 
and heroes. Sometimes he mil not even mention the name of 
a god, though he generally thinks himself authorised to do so, 

1 Marcellin. Vit. ‘rtjuqrd, kdt. 

3 Hcrodot. ii. 141 . 
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the names being matter of public notoriety.^ Such pious 
reserve, which the open-hearted Herodotus avowedly proclaims 
as chaining up his tongue, afiFords a striking contrast with the 
plain-spoken and unsuspecting tone of the ancient epic, as well 
as of the popular legends, wherein the gods and their proceed- 
ings were the familiar and interesting subjects of common talk 
as well as of common sympathy, without ceasing to inspire both 
fear and reverence. 

Herodotus expressly distinguishes, in the comparison of 
Polykrat^s with Minds, the human race to which the former 
belonged, from the divine or heroic race which comprised the 
latter,® But he has a linn belief in the authentic personality 
and parentage of all the names in the mythes, divine, heroic 
and human, as well as in the trustworthiness of their chronology 
computed by generations. He counts back 1600 years from 
his own day to that of Semcle, mother of Dionysus ; 900 years 
to HSrakles, and 800 years to Penelope, the Trojan war being 
a little earlier in date.® Indeed even the longest of these 
periods must have seemed to him comparatively short, seeing 
that he apparently accepts the prodigious series of years which 
the Egyptians professed to draw from a recorded chronology — 
17,000 years from their god Hdrakles, and 15,000 years from 
their god Osiris or Dionysus, down to their king Amasis* 
(SSo B.C.). So much was his imagination familiarised with 
these long chronological computations barren of events, that 
he treats Homer and Hesiod as “ men of yesterday,” though 
sepai'ated from his own age by an interval which he reckons as 
four hundred years.® 

Herodotus had been profoundly impressed with what he saw 

* Ilerodot. ii. 3, 51, 61, 65, 170. He alludes briefly (c. Sr) to an Iphs 

which was communicated in the Samothrackn mysteries, but he does 
not mention what it was 1 also about the Tliesmophoria, or tsAst)} of 
(c. 17 1). 

Ksl Trepl fiiy rouraiy roraSra i/uu tivoviri, Kal irapk r&v Stay (cal ijp^aiy 
t’vfUveia rfij (c, 45). 

Compare similar sauplcs on Uie part of Fausanias (vili. 25 and 37). 

The passage of Herodotus (ii. 3) is equivocal, and has been undetslond 
in more ways than one (see Loheck, Aglaopham. p. 1287). 

The aversion of Dionysius of Ilalikamassus to reveiil the divine secrets 
is not less powerful (see A. R. i, 67, 68). 

® Herodi iii. 122. 

® Herod, ii. 145. 

* Herodot. li. 43 ~I 45 - Kal vaOra Alyrfirvcoi ItTpsK^us ijtairl iirltrritffBai, 
M Tf \ayi^ 6 p,tyot ml 4 el iivoypcup 4 ii,iyiti va (rea, 

* Herodot. ii. 53^. /iexp‘ oS rp^v re ml 4 s eheiy 'HirloSoy 

yip ml Ofmpoy ^Aocfiji' rerpcMoirtauri trw Sok4u /lev erpta-fiinipovs 
yfvitrBai, Kal oi irAkat, 
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and heard in Egypt. The wonderful monuments, the evident 
antiquity, and the peculiar civilisation of that country, acquired 
such preponderance in his mind over his own native legends, 
that he is disposed to trace even the oldest religious names or 
institutions of Greece to Egyptian or Phoenician original, setting 
aside in favour of this hypothesis the Grecian legends of 
Dionysus and Pan.^ The oldest Grecian mythical genealogies 
are thus made ultimately to lose themselves in Egyptian or 
Phoenician antiquity, and in the full e.vtent of these genealogies 
Herodotus firmly believes. It does not seem that any doubt 
had ever crossed his mind as to the real personality of those 
who were named or described in the popular mythes : all of 
them have once had reality, either as men, as heroes, or as 
gods. The eponyms of cities, dfimes and tribes, are all com- 
prehended in this affirmative category; the supposition of 
fictitious personages being apparently never entertained. Deuka- 
liOn, Hellfin, D6rus,® — I6n, with bis four sons, the eponyms of 
the old Athenian tribes,® — the autochthonous Titakus and 
Delcelus,** — Danaus, Lynkeus, Perseus, Amphitryfin, Alkmfina, 
and Hfirakies,® — Talthybius, the heroic progenitor of the privi- 
leged heraldic gens at Sparta, — the Tyndarids and Helena,® — 
Agamemndn, Menelaus, and Orestfis,*' — Nestfir and his son 
Peisistratus, — ^Asfipus, Thfibfi, and .^Egina, — Inachus and 16, 
AS6t6s and MSdea,® — Melanippus, Adrastus, and Amphiaraus, 
as well as Jas6n and the ArgO ® — ^all these are occupants of the 
real past time, and predecessors of himself and his contempor- 
aries. In the veins of the Lacedoemonian kings flowed the 
blood both of Kadmus and of Danaus, thoir splendid pedigree 
being traceable to both of these gi-eat mythical names : Herodo- 
tus carries the lineage up through HSraklfis first to Perseus and 
Dana6, then through DanaS to Akrisius and the Egyptian 
Danaus ; but he drops the paternal lineage when he comes to 
Perseus (inasmuch as Perseus is the son of Zeus by DanaS, 
without any reputed human father, such as Amphitrydn was to 
Hfiraklfis), and then follow the higher members of the series 
through Danafi alone.” He also pursues the same regal gene- 

^ Herodot, ii. 146, ® Herod, i. 56. 

* Herod, v. 66, * Herod, ix. 73. 

® Herod. H. 43-44, 91-98, lyi-lSa (the Egyptians admitted the truth of 
the Greek legend, that Perseus had come to Libya to fetch the Gorgon's 
head), 

* Herod, ii. 1 13-120; iv. 145 ; vH. 134. 

’ Herod, i. 67-68 i ii. 113 ; vii. 159, 

8 Herod, i. i, a, 4 ; v. 81, 65. ^ . 

» Herod, i. sa ; iv. 14S j v. 67 ; viL 193. “ Herod, vi. 52-53- 
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alogy, through the mother of Eurysthenfis and ProklSs, up to 
PolynikSs, CEdipus, Laius, Labdakus, Polyddrus and Kadmus : 
and he assigns various ancient inscriptions which he saw in the 
temple of the Ismenian Apollo at Thebes, to the ages of Laius 
and CEdipus.’ Moreover the sieges of ThSbes and Troy, — 
the Argonautic expedition, — ^the invasion of Attica by the 
Amazons, — the protection of the Herakleids, and the defeat 
and death of Eurystheus, by the Athenians,^ — the death of M6ki- 
steus and Tydeus before Thebes by the hands of Melanippus, 
and the touching calamities of Adrastus and Amphiaraus con- 
nected with the same enterprise, — the sailing of Kastdr and 
Pollux in the Argd,’’ — the abductions of 16, Eurdpa, M6dea 
and Helena, — the emigration of Kadmus in quest of Eurbpa, 
and his coming to Boe6tia, as well as the attack of the Greeks 
upon Troy to recover Helen,* — ^all these events seem to him 
portions of past history, not less unquestionably certain, though 
more clouded over by distance and misrepresentation, than the 
battles of Salamis and Mykal6. 

But though Herodotus is thus easy of faith in regard both to 
the persons and to the general facts of Grecian mythes, yet 
when he comes to discuss particular facts taken separately, we 
find him applying to them stricter tests of historical credibility, 
and often disposed to reject as well the miraculous as the 
extravagant. Thus even with respect to Hfirakles, he censures 
the levity of the Greeks in ascribing to him absurd and 
incredible exploits. He tries their assertion by the philosophical 
standard of nature, or of determinate powers and conditions 
governing the course of events. “How is it consonant to 
nature (he asks), that HeraklSs, being, as he was, according to 
the statement of the Greeks, still a man (*'. e. having not yet 
been received among the gods), should kill many thousand 
persons ? I pray that indulgence may be shown to me both by 
gods and heroes for saying so much as this." The religious 
feelings of Herodotus here told him that he was trenching upon 
the utmost limits of admissible scepticism.® 

^ Herod, iv. 147 ! v. 59-61. s Herod, v, 6l ; ix. 27-28. 

® Herod, i, 52 ; iv. 145 ; v. 67, 

* Herod. |. 1-4; ii. 49. ii^; iv. 147; v. 94. 

® Herod, ii. 45. Klyovai S rroAX* «b 1 SaAb &i)tvurKivTUS ol “EAAT/ves* 
8 e airtai' Kcd SSsi fiSHdt irn, rhv vepi rov ‘HpaKA 4 a: Ac70uiri . . . 
"Eri Sh ll/a tlvra rhi/ ‘Hpaithla, kbI frt iyepoitoi/ Sis Sl\ ifairi, teas tbiffty 
< > srajehiis ftvpiSSas ^oyevatu ; Kai srtpl uty roirav rotravra ii/uy eliroOiri, 
Kot irapi ray Stay teal srapi fay fiptSuy ti/ieytia bfl}. 

We may also notice the manner in which the historian criticises the 
stratagem whereby Feisistmtus established himself as despot at Alliens— 
by (hessina up the stately Athenian woman FhvI in the costume of the 
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Another striking instance of the disposition of Herodotus to 
rationalise the miraculous narratives of the current mythes, is 
to be found in his account of the oracle of D6d6na and its 
alleged Egyptian origin. Here, if in any case, a miracle was 
not only in full keeping, but apparently indispensable to satisfy 
the exigencies of the religious sentiment ; anything less than a 
miracle would have appeared tame and unimpressive to the 
visitors of so revered a spot, much more to the residents them- 
selves. Accordingly, Herodotus heard both from the three 
priestesses and from the Dodonmans generally, that two black 
doves had started at the same time from Thebes in Egypt : one 
of them went to Libya, where it directed the Libyans to 
establish the oracle of Zeus Ammon ; the other came to the 
grove of Ddddna, and perched on one of the venerable oaks, 
proclaiming with a human voice that an oracle of Zeus must be 
founded on that very spot. The injunction of the speaking 
dove was respectfully obeyed.^ 

Such was the tale related and believed at D6d6na. But 
Herodotus had also heard, from the priests at Thfibes in Egypt, 
a different tale, ascribing the origin of all tire prophetic estab- 
lishments, in Greece as well as in Libya, to two sacerdotal 
women, who had been carried away from Thebes by some 
Phoenician merchants and sold, the one in Greece, the other in 
Libya. The Theban priests boldly assured Herodotus that 
much pains had been taken to discover what had become of 
these women so exported, and that the fact of their having 
been taken to Greece and Libya had been accordingly verified.^ 

The historian of Plalicamassus cannot for a moment think of 
admitting the miracle which harmonised so well with tlie feelings 
of the priestesses and the Dodonseans.® “ How (he asks) could 

goddess Athdnd, and passing off her injunctions as the commands of the 
goddess : the Athenians accepted her with unsuspecting faith, and received 
I’cislstratus at her command. Herodotus treats the whole affair as a piece 
of extravagant silliness, vpay/m tlntHamop naxp^ (i. 6o}. 

Herod. U. 55. Aatuvalav Si of . . . iKtyof To&ra, trvpunii\ 6 “ 
year Si ir^t K<d ol AwSaratoi ol wepl rh Ipiv. 

The miracle sometimes takes another form ; the oak at DddOna was 
itself once endued with speech (Dionys. Hal. Are Rhetoric, i. 6 ; Strabo). 

* Herod, ii. 54. 

* Herod, ii. 57. ’Eird riy tpivy ta> irtKtiis ye irSpurtiii-ji 
^Biyiaira; 

According to one statement, the word neAeictt in the Thessalian dialect 
meant both a dove and a prophetess (Scriptor. Rer. Mythicarnm, ed. Bode, 
i, 96}. Had there been any troth in thm, Herodotus could hardly have 
f^led to notice it, inasmuch as it would exactly have helped him out of the 
difficulty which he felt. 
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a dove speak with human voice?” But the narrative of the 
priests at Thebes, though its prodigious improbability hardly 
requires to be stated, yet involved no positive departure from 
the laws of nature and possibility, and therefore Herodotus 
makes no difiHculty in accepting it. The curious circumstance 
is, that he turns the native Dodonaean legend into a figurative 
representation, or rather a misrepresentation, of the supposed 
true story told by the Theban, priests. According to his inter- 
pretation, the woman who came from Th6bes to D6d6na was 
called a dove, and affirmed to utter sounds like a bird, because 
she was non-Hellenic and spoke a foreign tongue : when she 
learned to speak the language of the country, it was then said 
that the dove spoke with a human voice. And the dove 
was moreover called black, because of the woman’s Egyptian 
colour. 

That Herodotus should thus bluntly reject a miracle, re- 
counted to him by the prophetic women themselves as the 
prime circumstance in the origines of tliis holy place, is a proof 
of the hold which habits of d^ing with historical evidence had 
acquired over his mind ; and the awkwardness of his explana- 
tory mediation between the dove and the woman, marks 
not less his anxieiy, while discarding the legend, to let it 
softly down into a stoiy quasi-historical and not intrinsically 
incredible. 

We may observe another example of the unconscious ten- 
dency of Herodotus to eliminate from the mythes the idea of 
special aid from the gods, in his remarks upon Melampus. 
He designates Melampus "as a clever man, who had acquired 
for himself the art of prophecy;” and had procured through 
Kadrous much information about the religious rites and cus- 
toms of Egypt, many of which he introduced into Greece ^ — 
especially the name, the sacrifices, and the phallic processions 
of Dionysus: he adds, “that Melampus himself did not 
accurately comprehend or bring out the whole doctrine, but 
wise men who came after him made the necessary additions." ^ 
Though the name of Melampus is here maintained, the char- 
acter described ® is something in the vein of Pythagoras — totally 
different from the great seer and leech of the old epic mythes-i- 

* Herod, ii. 49. ’Zyi) /liv yiv MeKd/iWoda yevi/ieyov ivSpa iroiphy, 

/un'Ttx^v T« avatijaat, xol wvBdutvmi iit‘ hXyiitrov, re rtoWh 

iffrryiiiraiTBtu 'EXXTlo't, rd irepX rhv Aidyvo'or, a\tya ain&v irapaWd^avra, 

* Herod, li. 49. ’Arpexias puy oi vdyra ervK\ttBil>y rhy Kilyoy If^tpye 
(Melampus)' iKA' ot itrtyeyil/teyot roirip tropittral ptei^dyas iiepjivay, 

* Compare Herod, iv, 95 ; ii. 81, ai rip iffSeyecrriiT^ 

iro4>ivTp 
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the founder of the gifted family of the Amythaonids, and the 
grandfather of Amphiaraus.^ But that which is most of all at 
variance with the genuine legendary spirit, is the opinion 
expressed by Herodotus (and delivered with some emphasis as 
his own), that Melampus “was a clever man who had acquired 
for himself prophetic powers.” Such a supposition would have 
appeared inadmissible to Homer or Hesiod, or indeed to Sol6n 
in the preceding century, in whose view even inferior arts come 
from the gods, while Zeus or Apollo bestows the power of 
prophesying.® The intimation of such an opinion by Herodotus, 
himself a thoroughly pious man, marks the sensibly diminished 
omnipresence of the gods, and the increasing tendency to look 
for the explanation of phrenomcna among more visible and 
determinate agencies. 

We may make a similar remark on the dictum of the his- 
torian respecting the narrow defile of Tempfe, forming the 
embouchure of the Peneus and the efflux of all the waters from 
the Thessalian basin. The Thessalians alleged that this whole 
basin of Thessaly had once been a lalce, but that Poseiddn had 

* Homer, Odyss. xi. agoj xv, saj. ApoUod6T, i, 9, 11-12. Hesiod, 
lioiai, Fragm, SJ, od. DUotrer (p. 43)— 

'AAKtiu u^v rAp iSouKv 'OA^piruie AlaKfliiiin, 

No0p S' 'A/AuSaovtSair, n^oOrov S' Sirup' 'ATpctSijo-i. 

also Frag. 34 (p. 38), and Frog. 63 (p. 45); Schol. Apoll. Rhod. i. 118. 

Herodotus notices the celebrated mythical narrative of Melampus healing 
the deranged Argive women (ix. 34) ; according to the original legend, the 
daughters of Freetus. In the Hesiodic Eoiai (Fr. 16, DUntz. ; ApoIIod. ii, 
2) the distemper of the Ptoelid females was ascribed to their having 
repudiated the rites and worship of Dionysus (Akusilaus indeed assigned a 
dilferent cause), which shows that the old fable recognised a connexion 
between Melampus and these rites. 

® Homer, Iliad, i. 72-87 ; xv. 412. Odyss, xv. 245-252 ; iv, 233. 
Sometimes the gods inspired prophecy for the special occasion, without 
conferring upon the party the permanent gilt and siaim of a prophet 
(compare Odyss, i, 202; xviL 383). Sol6n, Fragm. xi, 48-53, 
Schneidewin — 

AXAov iidvnv fflijx'v Uitpyot 'AiriSAAuv, 

’JByvoi J' ii4pl Kaxir niKSOti/ ip/iSiuvov, 
ovvofAapnivuo'A StoC . . , . 

Herodotus himself reproduces the old belief in the special jgift of pro- 
phetic power by Zens and Apollo, in the story of Kuenius or Apolionia 
(ix. 94), 

See the fine ode of Pindar describing the birih and inspiration ofTamus, 
eponymous father of the great prophetic family in Elis called the JoAiids 
(Herodot, ix. 33), Pindar, Olymp. vi. 40 -W- About Teiresias, Sophoa 
QSd. Tyr. 283-410. Neither Nestdr nor Odysseus possesses the gift of 
prophecy. 



50 History of Greece 

split the chain of mountains and opened the efflux;^ upon 
which primitive belief, thoroughly conformable to the genius of 
Homer and Hesiod, Herodotus comments as follows : “ I'he 
Thessalian statement is reasonable. For whoever thinks that 
Poseiddn shakes the earth, and that the rifts of an earthquake 
are the work of that god, will, on seeing the defile in question, 
say that Poseidfin has caused it. For the rift of the mountains 
is, as appeared to me (when I saw it), the work of an earth- 
quake.” Herodotus admits the reference to Poseiddn, when 
pointed out to him, but it stands only in the background : what 
is present to his mind is, the phmnomenon of the earthquake, 
not as a special act, but as part of a system of habitual 
operations.* 

^ More than one tale is found elsewhere, similar to this about the defile 
of Tempfi — 

“A tradition exists that this p.urt of the country was once a lake, and 
that Solomon commanded two deeves or i;enii, named Ard and Bccl, to 
turn off the water into the Caspian, which they effected by cutting a 
passage through the mountains ; and a city, erected in the newly-formed 
plain, was named after them Ard-u-beel.” (Sketches on the shores of the 
C^pian, byW. R, Holmes.) 

Also about the plain of Santa Fe di Bogota, in South America, that it 
was once under water, until Bocliica cleft the mountains and opened a 
channel of egress (Humboldt, Vues des Cordilldres, p. 87-^8) ; and about 
the plateau of Kashmir (Humboldt, Asie Centmle, Tol. i. p. I02), drained 
in a like miraculous manner by the saint ICSsynpa. The manner in which 
conjectures, derived from local configuration or peculiailties, are often made 
to assume the form of tradition!, is well remarked by the same illustrious 
traveller ; — “ Ce qui se pr 4 senle comme une tradition, n’est souvent que le 
refiet de I’impression que laisse I’aspcct des lieux. Dcs bancs de coquilles 
k demi-fossiles, rdpandues dans les islhmes on sur des plateaux, font naitve, 
mime chez les hommes les moins amneds dans la culture inlellectuelle, 
I’ldde de grandes inondations, d’anciennes communications entre d% bassins 
limitrophes. Des opinions, que I’on pourroit appcler systdmatiques, se 
trouvent dans les forets de I’Crdnoque comme dans les ties delaMer du 
Sud. Dans Tune et dans I'autre de ces contrdes, elles ont pris la forme des 
traditions.” (A. von Humboldt, Asie Cenlrale, voL ii. p. 147.) Compote 
a similar remark in the same work and volume, p. 286-294, 

“ Herodot. vii, 129. (PoseidOn was worshipped as nerpator in Thessaly, in 
commemoration of this geological interference ; Schol. Pindar. Fyth, iv. 245,) 
Ti Si jraXaihy Kiyerai, nig i6vTOs ku tov ai^Syos gel SiegpSov roirov, Tois 
itoTaiiois Toirovs . . . piovras woieiV riiv ®eir<ra\lnv irSirov vdftayos. Airrol 
fidy vvv SiaraaKoi \dyauai UoofiSdata woifiirai riy ai\Sya, Si’ oS pdei i 
Tliiyeii!, o/gSra Kdyoyres, "Ootis yip yoMti IlottiSdaya v^y yvy aeleiy, 
kkI ri Sieirre&Ta Siro aeur/iod roS SsoS roirov tpya ejyiu, gat iy igtiyo IS&y 
^atri UofftiSdaya voirjaai, ’Eirrl yip aenr/iov tpyoy, Sis ipot iipatytra dyai, 

4 SuliTTturis .ruy obpday. In another cose (viii, 129), Herodotus believes 
that Foseiddn produced a preternatumlly high tide in order to punish the 
Persians, who had insulted his temple near Potidoea : here was a special 
motive for the god to exert his power. 

This remark of Herodotus illustrates the hostile ridicule cast by Aristo- 
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Herodotus adopts the Egyptian version of the legend of 
Troy, founded on that capital variation which seems to have 
originated with Stesichorus, and according to which Helen 
never left Sparta at all — her eidolon had been taken to Troy in 
her place. Upon this basis a new story had been framed, mid- 
way between Homer and Stesichorus, representing Paris to 
have really carried off Helen from Sparta, but to have been 
driven by storms to Egypt, where she remained during the 
whole siege of Troy, having been detained by Prbteus, the king 

phan^s (in the Nubes) upon Sokralfe, on the score of alleged impiety, 
because he belonged to a school of philosophers (though in point of fact he 
discountenanced that line of .study) who introduced physical laws and forces 
in place of the personal agency of the god.s. The old man Strepsiades 
inquires from Sokrates, Who raiml Who thunders? To which Sokrat £s 
replies. Not Zeus, but the Nepheltc, i.e. the clouds: you never saw rain 
without clouds. Strepsiades then proceeds to inquire — “But who is it 
that compels the clouds to moveonw’ard? is it not Zeus?*’ Sokratds — 
“Not at all j it is mthereal rotation." Strepsiades — “Rotation? that had 
escaped me ; Zens then no longer exists, and Rotation reigns in his place.” 

Streps, ’O £' AvityKd^uv ctrr^ rtt^avris (Ns^Aad, oix ^ Zeds, urra ^ipeoBaig 

Sokrat. *KRtv’T‘, aAA’ atSeptos fiipos. 

Streps. Atpos; Town pi — 

*0 Zeds odK tdw, dXV ivr' adrod atpos wvl jBevtAedup. 

To the same effect v. 1454, Aiwoi ^luriAsifei rhv A(‘ l^eKtiKaKiis — “ Rota- 
tion has driven out Zeus, and reigns in bis place.” 

If Aristophands had had as strong a wish to turn the public antipathies 
against Herodotus as against Sokratds and EuripidSs, the explanation here 
given would have afforded him a plau-sible show of truth for doing so ; and 
U is highly probable that the Thes.salians would have been sufhciently dis- 
pleased with the view of Plerodotus to sympathise in the poet’s attack upon 
him. The point would have been made (waiving metrical considerations) — 
So to* /ids /SamAcdtc, tAp Jloireifiup* efoAijAaKids. 

The comment of Herodotus upon the Thessalian view seems almost as if 
it were intended to guard against this very inference. 

Other accounts ascribed the catling of the defile of Tempd to Hdraklds 
(Dioddr. iv. 18). 

Respecting the ancient Grecian faith which recognised the displeasure of 
FoseidOn as the cause of earthquakes, see Xenoph. Hellen. ili. 3, a; 
Thucydid. i. 127 ; Strabo, xii. p. S79 > Diodfir. xv. 48-49. It ceased to 
give universal satisfaction even so early as the time of Thalds and Anaxi- 
menes (see Aristot. Meteorolog. iL 7-8 ; Plutarch, Plnclt. Philos, iii. 15 ; 
Seneca, Natural. Quisst. vl, 6-23); and that philosopher, as well as 
Anaxagoras, Democritus^ and othcr^ suggested diBerent physical explana- 
tions of the fact. Notwithstanding a dissentient minority however, the 
old doctrine still continued to be generally received : and Dioddrus, in de- 
scribing the terrible earthquake in 373 B.C., by which liclikdand Burawere 
destroyed, while he notices those philosophers (probably ICallisthends, 
Senec. Nat. Qumst. vl. 23] who substituted physical causes and laws in 
place of the divine agency, rejects their views and ranks himself with the 
religious public who traced this formidable pbsenomenon to the wrath of 
Foseiddn fxv, 48-49). 
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of the country, until Menelaus came to reclaim her after his 
triumph. The Egyptian priests, with their usual boldness of 
assertion, professed to have heard the whole story from Menelaus 
himself — ^the Greeks had besieged Troy, in the full persuasion 
that Helen and the stolen treasures were within the walls, nor 
would they ever believe the repeated denials of the Trojans as 
to the fact of her presence. In intimating his preference for 
the Egyptian narrative, Herodotus betrays at once his perfect 
and unsuspecting confidence that he is dealing with genuine 
matter of history, and his entire distrust of the epic poets, even 
including Homer, upon whose authority that supposed history 
rested. His reason for rejecting the Homeric version is, that 
it teems with historical improbabilities. If Helen had been 
really in Troy (he says), Priam and the Trojans would never 
have been so insane as to retain her to their own utter ruin ; 
but it was the divine judgement which drove them into the 
miserable alternative of neither being able to surrender Helen 
nor to satisfy the Greeks of the real fact that they never had 
possession of her — ^in order that mankind might plainly read, in 
the utter destruction of Troy, the great punishments with which 
the gods visit great misdeeds. Homer (Herodotus thinks) had 
heard this story, but designedly departed from it, because it was 
not so suitable a subject for epic poetry.^ 

Enough has been said to show how wide is the difference 
between Herodotus and the logographers with their literal 
transcript of the ancient legends. Though he agrees with them 
in admitting the full series of persons and generations, he tries 
the circumstances narrated by a new standard. Scruples have 
arisen in his mind respecting violations of the laws of nature : 
the poets are unwortlry of ttust, and their narratives must be 
brought into conformity with historical and ethical conditions, 
before they can be admitted as truth. To accomplish this con- 
formity, Herodotus is willing to mutilate the old legend in one 
of its most vital points. He sacrifices the personal presence of 
Helena in Troy, which ran through every one of the ancient 

^ Herod, ii. Il6. Sok^ci S 4 fioi KaX''Oni)pos rhv hiyov Totrav wOiffSai' 
ah\’ ol) yiip i/iola! tlnrptTiis iji' is riiy irrinraitnv iripip rS rrep 

iXiyhm/ro' is 4 aMy, SsiK^ffas iis ««1 toStui' MffTatro rhy Mypy. 

Herodolns then produees a passage from the Iliad, with a view to prove 
that Homer knew of the voyage of Paris and Helen to Egypt i but the 
passage proves nothing at all to the point. 

Again (c. I20), his slender confidence in the epic poets breaks out — 
«• XP^ rotin iwosroiotiri xps^f^syoy A.fyeii'. 

It is remarkable that Herodotus is disposed to identify Helen with the 
’A^poSlrti whose temple he saw at Memphis (c, 112). 
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epic poems belonging to the Trojan cycle, and is indeed, under 
the gods, the great and present moving force throughout, 

Thucydides places himself generally in the same point of 
view as Herodotus with regard to mythical antiquity ; yet with 
some considerable differences. Though manifesting no belief 
in present miracles or prodigies,* he seems to accept mthout 
reserve the pre-existent reality of all the persons mentioned in 
the mythes, and of the long series of generations extending 
back through so many supposed centuries. In this category, 
too, are included the eponymous personages, Hellen, Kekrops, 
Eumolpus, Pandidn, Amphilochus the son of Amphiariius, and 
Akarnan. But on the other hand, we find no trace of that 
distinction between a human and an heroic ante-human race, 
which Herodotus still admitted,— nor any respect for Egyptian 
legends. Thucydides, regarding the personages of the mythes 
as men of the same breed and stature with his own con- 
temporaries, not only tests the acts imputed to them by the 
same limits of credibility, but presumes in them the same 
political views and feelings as he was accustomed to trace in 
the proceedings of Peisistratus or Periklfis. He treats the 
Trojan war as a great political enterprise, undertaken by all 
Greece j brought into combination through the imposing 
power of Agamemndn, not (according to the legendary narra- 
tive) through the influence of the oath exacted by Tyndareus, 
Then he explains how the predecessors of Agamemnfin arrived 
at so vast a dominion — ^be^nnir^ with Pelops, who came over 
(as he says) from Asia with great wealth among the poor 
Peloponnesians, and by means of this wealth so aggrandised 
himself, though a foreigner, as to become the eponym of the 
peninsula. Next followed his son Atreus, who acquired after 
the death of Eurystheus the dominion of Mykenm, which had 
before been possessed by the descendants of Perseus : here the 
old legendary tale, which described Atreus as having been 

> "Ut conquirere fabulosa (says Tacitus, Hist. ii. 50, a worthy paiallel of 
Thucydides) et hctis oblectare legentium anitnos, procul gravitate coepti 
opens crediderim, ita vulgatis tiamtisque demere fidem non ausim. Bie, 
quo Sebriaci certabatur, avem inusitald specie, apud Regium Lepidum 
celebri vico consedisse, incolse memorant ; nec deinde coetu hominum aut 
circutnvolitanlium alitum, terrltam pulsamque, donee Otho se ipse Inter- 
ficeret ; turn ahlatam cx ocuUs : et teuipoia reputantibns, initium fineinque 
miraculi cum Othonis exitu, competisse." Suetonius (Vesp. 5) recounts a 
different miracle, in which three eagles appear. 

HiLs passage of Tacitus occurs immediately after his magnificent descrip- 
tion of the suicide of the emperor Otho, a deed which he contemplates with 
the most fervent admiration. His feelings were evidently so wrought up, 
that he was content to relax the canons of historical credibility. 
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banished by his father Pelops in consequence of the murder 
of his elder brother Chrysippus, is invested with a political 
bearing, as explaining the reason why Atreus retired to 
Mykente. Another legendary tale — the defeat and death of 
Eurystheus by the fugitive Herakleids in Attica, so celebrated 
in Attic tragedy as having given occasion to the generous pro- 
tecting intervention of Athens — is also ifitrodiiced as furnishing 
the cause why Atreus succeeded to the deceased Eurystheus ; 
“for Atreus, the maternal uncle of Eurystheus, had been 
entrusted by the latter with his government during the expedi- 
tion into Attica, and had effectually courted the people, who 
were moreover in great fear of being attacked by the Herak- 
leids.” Thus the Pelopids acquired the supremacy in Pelo- 
ponnesus, and Agamemndn was enabled to get together his 
1200 ships and 100,000 men for the expedition against Troy. 
Considering that contingents were furnished from every portion 
of Greece, Thucydides regards this as a small number, treating 
the Homeric Catalogue as an authentic muster-roll, perhaps rather 
exaggerated than otherwise. He then proceeds to tell us why the 
armament was not larger. Many more men could have been 
furnished, but there was not sufficient money to purchase pro- 
visions for their subsistence : hence they were compelled, after 
landing and gaining a victory, to fortify their camp, to divide 
their army, and to send away one portion for the purpose of 
cultivating the Chersonese, and another portion to sack the 
adjacent towns. This w'as the grand reason why the siege 
lasted so long as ten years. For if it had been possible to 
keep the whole army together, and to act with an undivided 
force, Troy would have been taken both earlier and at smaller 
cost.i 

Such is the general sketch of the war of Troy, as given by 
Thucydides. So different is it from the genuine epical narra- 
tive, that we seem hardly to be reading a description of the 
same event j still less should we imagine that the event was 
known, to him as well as to us, only through the epic poets 
themselves. The men, the numbers, and the duration of the 
siege, do indeed remain the same ; but the cast and juncture 
of events, the determining forces, and the characteristic features, 
are altogether heterogeneous. But, like Herodotus, and still 
more than Herodotus, Thucydides was under the pressure of 
two conflicting impulses. He shared the general faith in the 
mythical antiquity, yet at the same time he could not believe 
in any facts which contradicted the laws of historical credibility 
* Thucyd. i. 9-12. 
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or probability. He was thus under the necessity of torturing 
the matter of the old mythes into conformity with the subjec- 
tive exigencies of his own mind. He left out, altered, recom- 
bined, and supplied new connecting principles and supposed 
purposes, until the story became such as no one could have 
any positive reason for calling in question. Though it lost the 
impressive mixture of religion, romance and individual ad- 
venture, which constituted its original charm, it acquired a 
smoothness and plausibility, and a political ensemble, which 
the critics were satisfied to accept as historical truth. And 
historical truth it would doubtless have been, if any indepen- 
dent evidence could have been found to sustain it. Had 
Thucydides been able to produce such new testimony, we 
should have been pleased to satisfy ourselves that the war of 
Troy, as he recounted it, was the real event ; of which the war 
of Troy, as sung by the epic poets, was a misreported, exagger- 
ated, and ornamented recital. But in this case the poets are 
the only real witnesses, and the narrative of Thucydides is a 
mere extract and distillation from their incredibilities. 

A few other instances may be mentioned to illustrate the 
views of Thucydides respecting various mythical incidents. 
I. He treats the residence of the Homeric Phaeakians at Kor- 
kyra as an undisputed fact, and employs it partly to explain 
the eflficiency of the Korkyrean navy in times preceding the 
Peloponnesian war.^ 2 . He notices with equal confidence 
the story of Tfireus and Prokne, daughter of Pandidn, and the 
murder of the child Itys by Proknfi his mother and Philomela j 
and he produces this ancient mytlie with especial reference to 
the alliance between the Athenians and TSrfis, king of the 
Odrysian Thracians, during the time of the Peloponnesian 
war, intimating that the Odrysian TSrSs was neither of the 
same family nor of the same country as TSreus the husband 
of Prokn6.® The conduct of Pandidn, in giving his daughter 

^ Thucyd. i. 25. 

® Thucyd. ii. 29. Kol rh Jfpyoi' ri wep! rh» “Vran at ywaTKes yp 
rairji ttwpa^aV iroWols Si Kal Tali' voiTiriiy iv mlSlvos /wliup hat/Aiai p 
Spvis iirupluaarai’ Elichi Si leal rh KfjSos TtavSioya {Wif'nirSiu rvs Baymrpht 
SA ToiroiTev, Sir* hi^eAcI^ rphs iAA'^Aovr, itSWor i) Sik iroWav ^ntp&v 
is 'OSpiiras iSov. The first of these sentences would lead ns to infer, if it 
came from any other pen than that of Thucydides, that the writer believed 
the metamorphosis of Philoinfila into a nightingale : see vol. i. cb. xi. 

The observation respecting the convenience of neighbourhood for the 
marriage is remarkable, and shows how completely 'imucydidds regarded 
the event as historical. What would he have said respecting the marriage 
of Oreilhyia, daughter of Erechtheus, with Borens, and the prodigious 
distance which she is reported to have been carried by her husband ? 
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Proknfe in marriage to Tfireus, is in his view dictated by poli- 
tical motives and interests. 3. He mentions the Strait of 
Messina as the place through which Odysseus is said to have 
sailed.^ 4. The Cycldpes and the Lajstrygones (he says) were 
the most ancient reported inhabitants of Sicily ; but he cannot 
tell to what race they belonged, nor whence they came.® 5. 
Italy derived its name from Italus king of the Sikels. 6. Eryx 
and Egesta in Sicily were founded by fugitive Trojans after the 
capture of Troy; also Skion^, in the Thracian peninsula of 
Pallfinfi, by Greeks from the Achaean town of Pellenfi, stopping 
thither in their return from the siege of Troy ; the Amphilo- 
chian Aigos in the Gulf of Ambrakia was in like manner founded 
by Amphilochus son of Amphiaraus, in his return from the 
same enterprise. The remorse and mental derangement of the 
matricidal Alkmcedn, son of Amphiaraus, is also mentioned by 
'I'hucydid^s,® as well as the settlement of his son Akarnan in 
the country called after him Akarnania.^ 

“firip r» nipToP vdpr’, iir‘ fa’xartt (Sophokl^s ap. Strabo, 

vii. p. 295.) 

From the way in which ThucydidSs introduces the mention of this event, 
we see that he intended to correct the mis^prehension of his countrymen, 
who having just made an alliance with the Odrysinn 7 'AA, were led I)y that 
circumstance to think of the old mythical T^retis, and to regard him as the 
ancestor of Tirh. 

^ Thucyd. iv. 24. “ Thncyd. vi. 2. 

* Thucyd. il. 68-102 ; iv. 120 ; vL 2. Antiochus of Syracuse, the con- 
temporary of Thucydid8s, also mentioned Italus as the eponymous king of 
Italy : he further named Sikelus, who came to Morges, son of Italus, after 
having been banished from Rome. He talks about Italus, just as Thucy- 
dides talks about Thdseus, as a wise and powerful king, who first acquired 
a great dominion (Dionys. H. A. R. i. 12, 35, 73). Aristotle also men- 
tioned Italus in the same general terms (Folit. vii. 9, 2). 

^ We may here notice some particulars respecting Isokratds. He mani- 
fests entire confidence in the authenticity of the mythical genealogies and 
chronology; but while he treats the mythical personages as historically 
real, he r^ards them at the same time not as human, but as half-gods, 
superior to humanity- About Helena, Tbdsens, Sarp6ddn, K>knus, 
Memndqa, Achilles, &c., see Encom. Helen. Or. x. pp. 28a, 292, 295, Bek. 
Helena was worshipped in his time os a goddess at Therapnee (ib. p. 295). 
He recites the settlements of Oanavs, Kadmus and Pelops in Greece, os 
undoubted historical facts (^. 297). In his discourse called Busiris, be 
accuses FolykratSs the sophist of a gross anachronism in having placed 
Busiris subsequent in point of date to Orpheus and AIolus (Or. xi. p. 301, 
Bek.), and he adds that the tale of Busiris having been slain by Hdrakl8s 
was chronologically impossible (p. 309). Of the long Athenian genealogy 
from Kekrops to Thdseus, he speaks with perfect historical confldence 
(Fanathenaic. p. 349, Bek.) ; not less so of the adventures of Hdmklda and 
his mythical contemporaries, which he places in the mouth of Archidamus 
as a justification of the Spartan title to Messenia (Or. vi. ArefiMamus, 
p, 156, Bek. ; compare Or. v. Pkilij/pus, pp, 114, 138), ^diru', olt ir*pl 
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Such are the special allusions made by this illustrious author 
in the course of his history to mythical events, From the 
tenor of his language we may see that he accounted all that 
could be known about them to be uncertain and unsatisfac- 
tory; but he has it much at heart to show, that even the 
greatest were inferior in magnitude and importance to the 
Peloponnesian war.i In this respect his opinion seems to 

ran ra\aiiiv mtrrivaiitv, &C, He condemTis the poets in strong lan- 
guage for the wicked and dissolute tales which they circulated respecting 
me gods ; many of them (he says) had been punished for such blas- 
phemies by blindness, poverty, exile and other misfortunes (Or. xi. 
p. 309, Bek.). _ 

In general it may be said, that Isokrales applies no principles of 
historical criticism to the mythes; he rejects such as appear to him 
discreditable or unworthy, and believes the rest. 

t Thucyd. i. 2i-aa. 

The first two volumes of this History have been noticed in an able 
article of the Quarterly Review for October 1846; as well as in the 
Heidelberger JahrbUcher der Literatur (1846, No. 41, p. 641-653) by 
Professor KortUm. 

While expressing, on several Mints, approbation of my work, by which 
I feel much flattered — both my English and my German critic take partial 
objection to the views respecting Grecian legend. The Quarterly Reviewer 
contends that the mythopceic faculty of the human mind, though essentially 
loose and untrustworthy, is never creative, but requires some basis of fact 
to work upon. ICortUm thinks that I have not done justice to Thucydides, 
as regards his way of dealing with legend ; that I do not allow sufficient 
weight to the authority of an historian so circumspect and so cold-blooded 
(den kalt-bittthigsten nnd besonnensten Historiker des Alterthums, p, 653) 
as a satisfactory voucher for the early facts of Grecian history in his preface 
(Herr G. felilt also, wenn er das ancrknnnt kritische Prooemiiim als 
Gewhhrsmann verschmUht, p. 654). 

No man feels more powerfully than I do the merits of Thucydides as an 
historian, or the value of (he example which he set in multiplying critical 
inquiries respecting matters recent and verifiable. But the ablest judge or 
advocate, in investigating specific facts, can proceed no farther than he 
finds witnesses having the means of knowledge and willing more or less to 
tell truth. In reference to facts prior to 776 B.c., Thucydidds had nothing 
before him except the legendary poets, whose credibility is not at all 
enhanced by the circumstance that he accepted them as witnesses, applying 
himself only to cut down and modify their allegations. His credibility in 
regard to the specific facts of these early times depends altogether upon 
theirs. Now we in our day are in a hotter position for apprecktin|' their 
credibility than he was in his, since the foundations of historical evidence 
are so much more fully understood, and good or bad materials for history 
are open to comparison in such large extent and variety, Instead of won- 
dering that he sWed the general faith in such delusive guides — ^we ought 
rather to give him credit for the reserve with which he qualified that faith, 
and for the sound idea of historical possibility to which he held fast as the 
limit of bis confidence. But il is impossible to consider Thucydidfis as a 
sali^aetory giMranUt (Gewfihrsmann) for matters of &ct which he derives 
only from such sources. , 
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have been at variance with that which was popular among his 
contemporaries. 

To touch a little upon the later historians by whom these 
mythes were handled, we find that Anaximenes of Lampsacus 
composed a consecutive history of events, beginning from the 
Theogony down to the battle of Mantineia.^ But Ephorus 
professed to omit all the mythical narratives which are referred 
to times anterior to the return of the Herakleids (such restric- 
tion would of course have banished the siege of Troy), and 
even reproved those who introduced mythes into historical 
writing ; adding, that everywhere truth was the object to be 
aimed at.® Yet in practice he seems often to have departed 


Professor ICorlUm considers that I am inconsistent with myself in refusing 
to discriminate particular matteis of historical fact among the legends — 
and yet in accepting these legends (in my chap, xx.) as giving n faithful 
mirror of the general state of early Grecian society (p. 653). It appears to 
me that this is no inconsistency, but a real and important distinction. 
Whether Hdrakl^s, AgamemnOn, Odysseus, &c., were real persons, and 
performed all, or a part, of the possible actions ascribed to them — I profess 
myself unable to determine. But even assuming both the persons and their 
exploits to be fictions, these very fictions will have been conceived and put 
together in conformity to the general social phtenomcna among which the 
describer and his hearers lived — and will thus serve as illustrations of the 
manners then prevalent. In fiict the real value of the Preface of Thucy- 
dides, upon which Professor KortUm bestows such just praise, consists, not 
in the particular facts which he brings out by altering the legends, but in 
the rational general views which he sets forth respecting early Grecian 
society, and respecting the steps as well as the causes whereby it attained 
its actual position as he saw it. 

Professor Kortllm also affirms that the mythes contain "real matter of 
fact along with mere conceptions ; ” which affirmation is the same as that 
of the Quarterly Reviewer, when he says that the mythopceic faculty is not 
creative. Taking the mythes in a mass, I doubt not that this is true, nor 
have I anywhere denied it. Taking them one by one, I neither affirm nor 
deny it. My position is, that whether there be matter of fact nr not, we 
have no test whereby it can be singled out, identified and severed from the 
accompan}ring fiction. And it lies upon those, who proclaim the practica- 
bility of such severance, to exhibit some means of verification belter than 
any which has been yet pointed out If Thucydidfis has failed in doing 
tliis, it is certain that none of the many authors who have made the sumo 
attempt after him have been more successful. 

It cannot surely he denied that the mythopceic faculty is creative, when 
we have before us so many divine legends not merely in Greece, but in 
other countries also. To suppose that these religions iegends are mere 
exaggciations, &c., of some basis of actual fact — that the gods of poly- 
theism were merely divinised men with qualities distorted or feigned— 
would be to embrace in substance the theory of Eufiincrus. 

^ Diodfir. XV. 89. He was a contemporary of Alexander the Great. 

® DiodOr. iv. i. Strabo, ix. p. 423, imnufiaas rots ^iXopuOoSiriv iv if 
rfis laroplas ypiupp. 
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from his own rule.^ Theopompus, on the other hand, openly 
proclaimed that he could narrate fables in his history better 
than Herodotus, or Ktesias, or Hellanicus.® The fragments 
which remain to us exhibit some proof that this promise was 
performed as to quantity;® though as to his style of narration, 
the judgement of Dionysius is unfavourable. Xenophbn en- 
nobled his favourite amusement of the ehase by numerous 
examples ehosen from the heroic world, tracing their portraits 
with all the simplicity of an undiminished faith. KallisthenSs, 
like Ephorus, professed to omit all mythes which referred to a 
time anterior to the return of the Herakleids ; yet we know 
that he devoted a separate book or portion of his history to the 
Trojan war.^ Philistus introduced some mythes in the earlier 
portions of his Sicilian history ; but Timieus was distinguished 
above all others by the copious and indiscriminate way in 
which he collected and repeated such legends.® Some of 
these writers employed their ingenuity in transforming the 

* Ephorus recounted the principnl adventures of Hdraklds (Fragm. 8, g, 
cd. Mane.), tlie tales of Kaumus and Harnionia (Fragm. 12), the hanish- 
ment of diltdlus from Elis (Fragm. 15; Strabo, viii. p. 357)5 he drew 
inferences from the chronology of the Troian and Theban wars (Frngm. 28) 5 
be related the coming of fimdalus to the Silcan king Kokahis, and the 
expedition of the Amarons (Fragm. 99-103). 

He was particularly copious in his information about lerlffeis, ivowiai 
and iruYyivfiat (Polyb. ix. l). 

® Strabo, i. p. 74, 

* Dionys. Halic. de Vett. Scriplt. Judic. p. 428, Reisk. 5 ^lian, V. H. iii. 
18, Bt 6 vaiato\ . , . Snubs iivioKiyos, 

Theopompus aflirmed, that the bodies of those who went into the for- 
bidden preranct (ri ^ffarav) of Zeus in Arcadia gave no shadow (Holyb. 
xvi. 12). He recounted the story of Midas and SilEnus (Fragm. 74, 75, 76, 
ed. Wichers) : he said a good deal about the heroes of Troy 1 and he seems 
to have assigned the misfortunes of the Ndirroi to an historical canse— -the 
rottenness of the Grecian ships from the length of the siege, while the 
genuine epic ascribes it to the anger ofAthSnd (Fragm. 112, 113, 1145 
Schol. Homer. Iliad, ii. 135) 5 he narrated an alleged expulsion of Kinyras 
from Cyprus by Agamemndn (Fragm. in) 5 he gave the genealogy of the 
hlacedonian queen Olyminas up to Achilles and Alakus (Fragm. 232). 

* Cicero, Epist. ad Familiar, v. 12 5 Xenoph6n de Venation, c. i. 

" Philistus, Fragm. I (Giiller), Dceilalus and Kolcalus 5 about Liber and 
Juno (Fragm. 57) 5 about the migration of the Sikelsinto Sicily eighty years 
after the Trojan war (np. Dionys. Hal. i. 3). 

Timmus (Fragm. 50, 51, 52, 53, Goller) related many fables respecting 
Josdn, MSdea, and the Argonauts generally. The miscarriage of the 
Athenian armament under Nikias before Syracuse is imputed to the anger 
of I 18 rakl 8 s against the Athenians because they came to assist theEgestans, 
descendants of Troy (Plutarch, Nikias, i),— a naked reproduction of genuine 
epical agencies by an historian 5 also about DiomSdds and Ae Daunians ; 
Phagthfei and the river Eridanus ; the combats of the Gigantes in the 
Phlegreeean plains (Fra^m. 97, 99, 102). 
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mythical circumstances into plausible matter of history : 
Ephorus in particular converted the serpent Pythd, slain by 
Apollo, into a tyrannical king.^ 

But the author who pushed this transmutation of legend into 
history to the greatest length, was the Messenian Euemerus, 
contemporary of Kassander of Macedon. He melted down in 
this way the divine persons and legends, as well as the heroic 
— representing both gods and heroes as having been mere 
earthborn men, though superior to the ordinary level in respect 
of force and capacity, and deified or heroihed after death as a 
recompense for services or striking exploits. In the course of 
a voyage into the Indian Sea, undertaken by command of Kas- 
sander, EuSmerus professed to have discovered a fabulous 
country called Panchaia, in which was a temple of the 
Triphylian Zeus ; he there described a golden column with 
an inscription purporting to have been put up by Zeus him- 
self, and detailing his exploits while on earth.® Some eminent 
men, among whom may be numbered Polybius, followed the 
views of EuSmerus, and the Roman poet Ennius * translated his 
Historia Sacra : but on the whole he never acquired favour, 
and the unblushing inventions which he put into circulation 
were of themselves sufiScient to disgrace both the author and 
his opinions. The doctrine that all the gods had once existed 
as mere men offended the religious pagans, and drew upon 
Eufimerus the imputation of atheism ; but, on the other hand, 
it came to be warmly espoused by several of the Christian 
assailants of paganism, — by Minucius Felix, Lactantius, and 
St. Augustin, who found the ground ready prepared for them 
in their efforts to strip Zeus and the other pagan gods of the 
attributes of deity. They believed not only in the main theory, 
but also in the copious details of Eu6merusj and the same 
man whom Strabo casts aside as almost a proverb for men- 
dacity, was extolled by them as an excellent specimen of 
careful historical inquiry.* 

^ Strabo, ix. p. 422. 

2 Compare DioclOr. v. 44-46 ; and Lactantius, De Falsd Relig. i, ll. 

• Cicero, De NaturS Deor. i. 42 ; Varro, De Re Rust. t. 48. 

^ Strabo, ii. p. 102. Ov TuXii otv Xilwvrat ravra tSd Ijillaa ica} Eitifiipov 
Kal 'tuiTiipivous ijieutr/uiTay ; compare also i. p. 47, and ii. p, 104. 

St. Augustin, on the contrary, tells us (Civitat. Dei, vt. 7), " Quid de 
ipso Jove senserunt, qui nutricem ejus in Capitolio posucrunt? Nonne 
attestati sunt omnes Kuemero, qui non fabulosa garrnliiate, sed historicA 
dWgetUiA, homines hiisse mortalesrjue conscripsit?” And Minucius Felix 
(Octav. 20-ai), “Euemenis excquitur Deorum natales: patrias, sepulcra, 
dinumerat, et per provincios monstrat, Dictsei Jovis, et Apollinis Delphici, 
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But though the pagan world repudiated that “lowering tone 
of explanation ” which effaced the superhuman personality of 
Zeus and the great gods of Olympus — the mythical persons 
and narratives generally came to be surveyed more and more 
from the point of view of history, and subjected to such 
alterations as might make them look more like plausible matter 
of fact. Polybius, Strabo, Dioddrus, and Pausanias, cast the 
mythes into historical statements — with more or less of trans- 
formation, as the case may require, assuming always that there 
is a basis of truth, which may be discovered by removing 
poetical exaggerations and allowing for mistakes. Strabo, in 
particular, lays down that principle broadly and unequivocally 
in his remarks upon Homer. To give pure fiction, without 
any foundation of fact, was in his judgement utterly unworthy 
of so great a genius; and he comments with considerable 
acrimony on the geographer Eratosthenes, who maintains the 
opposite opinion. Again, Polybius tells us that the Homeric 
Alolus, the dispenser of the winds by appointment from Zeus, 
was in reality a man eminently skilled in navigation, and exact 
in predicting the weather ; that the Cyclopfis and Lmstrygones 
were wild and savage real men in Sicily; and that Scylla and 
Charybdis were a figurative representation of dangers arising 
from pirates in the Strait of Messina. Strabo speaks of the 
amazing expeditions of Dionysus and H6rakl6s, and of the 
long wanderings of Jas6n, Menelaus, and Odysseus, in the same 
category with the extended commercial range of the Phoenician 
merchant-ships. He explains the report of Theseus and 
Peirithdus having descended to HadSs, by their dangerous 
earthly pilgrimages, — and the invocation of the Dioskuri as the 
protectors of the imperilled mariner, by the celebrity which they 
had acquired as real men and navigators. 

et Phariffi Isidis, et Cereris Eleusinite.” Compare Augustin, Civit Dei, 
xviii. ^14 1 and Clemens Alexand. Cohort, ad Gent. p. 15-18, Sylb. 

Laolantius (De Falsft Relig. c. 13, 14, 16) gives copious citations from 
Ennius’s translation of the 1 -listoria Sacra of EuSmerus. 

’EiilUtpos, i hrmkiiStU & 9 eoi, Sextus Empiricus, adv. Fhysicos, ix. § ly.- 
51. Compare Cicero, De Nat. Deor. i. 42 ; Plutarch, De Iside et Osiride, 
c. 23, t. ii. p. 475, ed. Wytt. 

Nitzseh assumes (Helden Sage der Griechen, sect. 7, p. 84) that the 
voyage of En^merus to Panchaia was intended only as an amusing romance, 
and that Strabo, Polybius, Eratosthenfis and Plutarch were mistaken in 
construing it as a serious recital. Bottiger, in bis Knnsl-Mythologie der 
Griechen {Absoh. ii. s. 6, p. 190), takes the same view. But not the least 
reason is given for adopting this opinion, and it seems to me iar-fctched and 
improbable ; Ixibeck (Aglaopham. p. 989), though Nitzseh alludes to him 
os holdinp' it, manifests no such tendency, as far os I can observe. 
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Diod6rus gave at considerable length versions of the current 
fables respecting the most illustrious names in the Grecian 
mythical world, compiled confusedly out of distinct and 
incongruous authors. Sometimes the mythe is reproduced in 
its primitive simplicity, but for the most part it is partially, and 
sometimes wholly, historicised. Amidst this jumble of dis- 
sentient authorities, we can trace little of a systematic view, 
except the general conviction that there was at the bottom of 
the mythes a real chronological sequence of persons, and real 
matter of fact, historical or ultra-historical. Nevertheless there 
are some few occasions on which Dioddrus brings us back a 
step nearer to the point of view of the old logographers. For, 
in reference to HSraklfis, he protests against the scheme of 
cutting down the mythes to the level of present reality. He 
contends that a special standard of ultra-historical credibility 
ought to be constituted, so as to include the mythe in its native 
dimensions, and do fitting honour to the grand, beneficent, 
and superhuman personality of Heraklfes and other heroes or 
demigods. To apply to such persons the common measure of 
humanity (he says), and to cai^ at the glorious picture ^hich 
grateful man has drawn of them, is at once ungracious and 
irrational. _ All nice criticism into the truth of the legendary 
narratives is out of place : we show our reverence to the god 
by acquiescing in the incredibilities of his history, and we must 
be content with the best guesses which we can make, amidst 
the inextricable confusion and numberless discrepancies which 
they present.^ Yet though Diodfirus here exhibits a pre- 

^ Dioddr. iv. i-8. yi,i> rSv imytvaiirKivrav, ob SiHaiif xp^f^woi 

Kpltrti, riKpifiit iirifijToflffw iv tow Ap^alais /ivBo?i,oyla‘s, iir’ lay rots 
irparropitvait iv rfi koB' ii/tas SiiTra(6fieva tuv fpyuv Sib rh 

ftiyvBas, ix row ko9' abrobs ptou rttcfiatpSpevoi, riiv 'HpaK\ious Sivafitv iie 
T^s iaBevtltts rSv vSv ivBpihtaiv Bfupovaiv, Sirre Sik riiv 6vep0o\iiv roS 
luyiBous T&v ipyav amaTtiaBai rijv ypa^iiv, KaBbhov yip iv rats ipxalais 
fuiBvXoylais ovk ix iravrbs rpSvav vixpas aijv aAiiBviav i^eraariov, 
Kol yip iv aoit Btarpats vrewtafiivai p,i\rf Kevraipous Si^wefs 
irtpoyevSv aufulruv Svrdpiai, iiiirt Tv\pv6vi\v rpurdiuvrov, Sjiat vpoaSe- 
XdfteSa riv Toiairas p.uBo\oytas, ital toTj ivncrriiiafflafs avvab- 
io/ttv riiv ToS Btov rtniiv. Ko! yip irovov. 'HpaK\ia piv Urt kbt' 
ivBpdnovs Svra roTs idiots vSvois i^ripvpuirat t^v oluoupivsiVf robs S* 
ivBp^ous, irriJiaSopivovs rris koiv^s oitpyeirlas, aoKO favrelv ahv M tow 
KoWliTTOts tpyots israivoVf See, 

This is _a remarkable passage : first, inasmuch as it sets forth the total 
inapplicability of analogies drawn from the historiciil past as narratives about 
H£rakl€s ; next, inasmuch as it suspends the employment.of critical andscien- 
tific tests, and invokes an acqui^cence interwoven and identified with the 
feelings, a; the proper mode of evincing pious reverence for the god HSraklls. 

It aims at reproducing exactly that state of mind to which the mythes were 
addressed, and with which alone they could ever be in thorough harmony. 
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ponderance of the religious sentiment over the purely historical 
point of view, and thus reminds us of a period earlier t han 
Thucydides — he in another place inserts a series of stories 
which seem to be derived from Eufimerus, and in which 
Uranus, Kronus and Zeus appear reduced to the character of 
human kings celebrated for their exploits and benefactions.^ 
Many of the authors, whom Dioddrus copies, have so entangled 
together Grecian, Asiatic, Egyptian and Liljyan fables, ibat it 
becomes Impossible to ascertain how much of this heterogeneous 
mass can be considered as at all connected with the genuine 
Hellenic mind. 

Pausanias is far more strictly Hellenic m his view of the 
Grecian mythes than Diodbrus : his sincere piety makes him 
inclined to faith generally with regard to the mythical narratives, 
but subject nevertheless to the frequent necessity of historicising 
or allegorising them. His belief in the general reality of the 
mythical history and chronology is comidete, in spite of the 
many discrepancies which he finds in it, and which he is unable 
to reconcile. 

Another author who seems to have conceived clearly, and 
applied consistently, the semi-historical theory of the Grecian 
m;^hes, is Paltephatus, df whose work what appears to be a 
short abstract has been preserved.® In the short preface of 
this treatise “concerning Incredible Talcs,” he remarks, that 
some men, from want of Instruction, believe all the current 
narratives; while others, more searching and cautious, dis- 
believe them altogether. Each of these extremes he is anxious 
to avoid. On the one hand, he thinks that no narrative could 
ever have acquired credence unless it had been founded in 
truth ; on the other, it is impossible for him to accept so much 
of the existing narratives as conflicts with the analogies of 
present natural phaenomena. If such things' ever had been, 
they would still continue to be — but they never have so occurred ; 
and the extra-analogical features of the stories are to be ascribed 
to the licence of the poets. Palsephatus wishes to adopt a 
middle course, neither accepting all nor rejecting all : accord- 

* Dioddr. iii. 45-60 ; 44-46. 

° The work of Paliephatus, probably this original, is alluded to in the 
Cins of Virgil (88)- 

Boctu Fol^hatid testatur vdco papynin/' 

The date of Patepluitus is unknown— indeed this passage of the OWj 
seems the only ground that exists for inference respecting it. That which 
we now possess is probably an extract from a larger work — an extract 
made by an cxcerptor at some later time • see Vossius de Historicis Grteds, 
p. 478, ed. Westermann. ' , 
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ingly, he had taken great pains to separate the true from the 
false in many of the narratives j he had visited the localities 
wherein they had taken place, and made careful inquiries from 
old men and others.^ The results of his researches are presented 
in a new version of fifty legends, among the most celebrated 
and the most fabulous, comprising the Centaurs, Pasipha6, 
Akttedn, Kadmus and the Sparli, the Sphinx, Cycnus, Daedalus, 
the Trojan horse, ^olus, Scylla, Gery6n, Belleroph6n, &c. 

It must be confessed that Paltephatus has performed his 
promise of transforming the “incredibilia” into narratives in 
themselves plausible and unobjectionable, and that in doing so 
he always follows some thread of analogy, real or verbal. The 
Centaurs (he tells us) were a body of young men from the 
village of NephelS in Thessaly, who first trained and mounted 
horses for the purpose of repelling a herd of bulls belonging to 
Ixi6n king of the Lapithre, which had run wild and done great 
damage: they pursued these wild bulls on horseback, and 
pierced them with their spears, thus acquiring both the name 
of Prickers (Kevropa) and the imputed attribute of joint body 
with the horse. Aktrehn was an Arcadian, who neglected the 
cultivation of his land for the pleasures of hunting, and was 
thus eaten up by the expense of his hounds. The dragon 
whom Kadmus killed at ThSbes, was in reality Drake king of 
ThSbesj and the dragon’s teeth which he was said to have 
sown, and from whence sprung a crop of armed men, were in 
point of fact elephants’ teeth, which Kadmus as a rich Phoenician 
had brought over with him : the sons of Drako sold these 

^ Falaephat. init. np. Sciipt. Hyihogr. ed. WestennanD, p, 268. Tuv 
ii/6p<irar oC niv ire(9oVTat irSo-i rots Ktyofiivaii, iis ivoulKrrroi voipiits xal 
iwurriinris — 01 Si wKv6repot ipiaiv Ka\ voKinrpdyniives ivurroScri rii 
irapimv itrjtiv yivivSiu Toirav. 'kptol Si toKu ytyiadia triltna tS hty6- 
fitya' .... ytyi/itya Si rira of voiTiral Koi \oyoypiipoi rapirpet^av fh tS 
hturriTipoy Kal Sau/iairi(6Topoi' roS Baufiditiv iVcKCt toSs itvOpHyaus. 'Eyii 
Si ytydirKa, Sti oi Sivarai rS toiouto that oTa Kal Kiyerai' toOto Si «al 
Si<lXii./ici, 3 ti ei /ill {yivtTo, o6k hy Mytro. 

The main assumption of the semi-jiistorical theory is here shortly and 
dearly stated. 

One of the early Christian writers, Minucius Felix, is astonished at the 
easy belief of his pagan forefathers in minides. If ever such things had 
been done in former times (he affirms), they would continue to be done now ; 
as they cannot be done now, we may be sure that they never were na/fy 
done formerly (Minucius Felix, Oclav. c. 20) : “ Majorihus enim nostris 
tarn facilis in mendaciis fides fuit, ut temer^ credidennt etiam alia mon- 
struosa mira miracula, Scyilam multipliccm, Chimrerem multiformem, Hy> 
diani, et Centauros. _ Quid illas aniles &bulas — de hominibus aves, et feros 
homines, et de hominibus arbores atque Sores? Qt/a, si esse/ii /aeta, 
fieretft; quia fieri non posmnl, idea nee facta sunt. 
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elephants’ teeth and employed the proceeds to levy troops 
against Kadnius. Daedalus, instead of flying across the sea on 
wings, had escaped from Krete in a swift sailmg-boat under a 
violent storm ; Kottus, Briateus and Gygfis were not xjcrsons 
with one hundred hands, but inhabitants of the village of 
Hekatoncheiria in Upper Macedonia, who warred with the 
inhabitants of Mount Olympus against the Titans: Scylla, 
whom Odysseus so narrowly escaped, w'as a fast-sailing piratical 
vessel, as was also Pegasus, the alleged winged horse of 
Belleroph6n.^ 

By such ingenious conjectures, Palaephatus eliminates all the 
incredible circumstances, and leaves to us a string of tales 
perfectly credible and commonplace, which we should readily 
believe, provided a very moderate amount of testimony could 
be produced in their favour. If his treatment not only dis- 
enchants the original mythes, but even effaces their generic 
and essential character, we ought to remember that this is not 
more than what is done by Thucydides in his sketch of the 
Trojan war. Palaephatus handles the mythes consistently, 
according to the semi-historical theory, and his results exhibit 

’ I’alcephat. Narrat. i, 3, 6 , 13, 20, 21, 29. Two short treatises on the 
same subject as this of P.i].T;phatus, are printed along tvith it both in the 
collection of Gnle and of Westermann j the one Seratiili de Incralidilibus, 
the other Anmymi dt Jturedibilibtis, Tliey both profess to interpret some 
of the extraordinary or miraculous mythes, and proceed in a track not unlike 
that of Paimphatus. Scylla was a beautiful courtezan, surrounded with 
abominable parasites : she ensnared and ruined the companions of Odysseus, 
though he himself was prudent enough to escape her (Heraclit. c. 2, p, 313, 
West). Atlas was a great astronomer; PasipbaS fell in love with a youth 
named Taurus ; the monster called the Chimiera was in reality a ferocious 
queen, who had two brothers colled Leo and Drako ; the ram which carried 
I'hryxus and Plelld across the .dSgean was a .boatman named Krins (Hemclit. 
c. 2, 6, IS, 24). 

A great number of similar explanations ore scattered throughout the 
Scholia on l-Iomer and the Commentary of Kustathius, without specification 
of their authors. 

Tliedn considers such resolution of £)ible into plausible hislo^ as a proof 
of surpassing ingenuity (Pcogymnosmato, cap. 6 , ap. Walz. Coll. Rhett. 
Grscc. i. p. 219). Others among the Rhetors, too, exercised their talents 
sometimes in vindicating, sometimes in controverting, the piobabillty of the 
ancient mythes. See the Progynmasmata of Nicolaus — Koraincevit !ti 
elKSra rit Kork Ntbffrii', ’Araintevi] Sti oii« tMra rk xark (ap. Widz. 

Coll. Rhetor, i. p. 2S4-318), where there ore many specimens of this ianci- 
ful mode of handling. 

Plutarch, however, in one of his treatises, accepts Minotanrs, Sphinxes, 
Centaurs, &c., as realities ; he treats them as products of (he monstrous, 
incestuous, and ungovernable lusts of man, which he contrasts with the 
simple and moderate passions of animals (Plutarch, Giyllns, p. 990), 

VOT. II, ■ F , 
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the maximum which that theory can ever present.^ By aid of 
conjecture we get out of the impossible, and arrive at mattcp 
intrinsically plausible, but totally uncertified; beyond this 
point we cannot penetrate, without the light of extrinsic 
evidence, since there is no intrinsic mark to distinguish truth 
from plausible fiction. 

It remains that we should notice the manner in which the 
ancient mythes were received and dealt with by the philosophers. 
The earliest expression which we hear, on the part of philosophy, 
is the severe censure bestowed upon them on ethical grounds 
by Xenophanes of Kolophon, and seemingly by some others of 
his contemporaries.'-^ It was apparently in reply to such charges, 
which did not admit of being directly rebutted, that Theagen^s 
of Rhfigium (about 520 B.c.) first started the idea of a double 
meaning in the Homeric and Hesiodic narratives, — an interior 
sense, different from that which the words in their obvious 
meaning bore, yet to a certain extent analogous, and discover- 
able by sagacious divination. Upon this principle he allegorised 
especially the battle of the gods in the Iliad.® In the succeeding 

1 Tile learned Mr. Jacob Bryant regards the explanations of Palcephatns 
ns if they were founded upon real fact. He admits, for example, the city 
Nephcld alleged by that author in his exposition of the fable of the Centaurs. 
Moreover, he speaks with much commendation of Palsephatus generally ; 
“ He (Paliephatus) wrote early, and seems to have been a serious and sensible 
person ; one who saw the absurdity of the fables upon which the theology 
of his country was founded." (Ancient Mythology, vol. i. p. 411-435.) 

So also Sir Thomas Browne (Enquiry into Vulgar Errors, Book I. chap, 
vi. p. 221, ed. 1835) alludes to Falssphatus os having incontestably pointed 
out the real basis of the fables. “And surely the fabulous inclination of 
those days was greater than any since ; which swarmed so with fables, and 
from such slender grounds took hints for fictions, poisoning the world ever 
after : wherein how far they succeeded, may be exemplified from Paliephatus, 
in his Book of Fabulous Narrations.” 

’ Xenophan. ap. Sext. Empir. adv. Malhemal. ix. 193. He also dis- 
approved of the rites, accompanied by mourning and wailing, with which 
the Eleatis worshipped Leukothea : he told them, el /lev Oehn iero^anPi- 
yovirt, fi^ Spuveiy el Si &p 9 pairov, piii Sietv (Aristotel. Bnct. ii. 23}. 

Xenophanes pronounced the battles of the Titans, Gigantes and Centaurs 
lobe “fictions of our predecessors,” wXdir/toTa tup erpmipuv (Xenophan, 
Fiagm. I. p. 42, ed. Schneidewin). 

See a curious comparison of the Grecian and Roman theology in Dionys. 
Halicarn. Ant. Rom. ii. 20. 

® Schol, Iliad, xx. 67 ; Tatian. adv. Gnec. c. 48, Iierakleitus indig- 
nantly repelled the impudent atheists who found fault with the divine mythes 
of the Iliad, ignorant of their true allegorical meaning ; ^ tup iviAvonipup 
r 4 > '0 /i4p4 Toh/M robs "Hpas SeT/uobs atriarai, xal pofilCovirip S\iiP rtpb 
5 ai|n\fi Tijj kBiov vphs "Opiipov ftaplasTavra — ’H oi fti/iPjl Sti t’ ttcpi/iu 

SilioBeP, &c. \iKiiSe S' airobi Sri toStois rots Snetrip iKTeBeoJiSyTiTat rod 
rraprbi yipeirts, xal rk avpexui ^SS/teya riirirapa erroixeiu roirav r&p 
ortxmv JotI ri^is (Schol. ad. Horn. Iliad, xv. 18). 
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century, Anaxagoras and Metroddrus carried out the alle- 
gorical explanation more comprehensively and systematically ; 
the former representing the mythical personages as mere mental 
conceptions invested with name and gender, and illustrative of 
ethical precepts, — the latter connecting them with physical 
principles and phsenomena. Metroddrus resolved not only the 
persons of Zeus, Herd and Athdnd, but also those of Agamem- 
n6n, Achilles and Hectdr, into various elemental combinations 
and physical agencies, and treated the adventures ascribed to 
them as natural facts concealed under the veil of allegory.^ 
EmpedoklSs, Prodikus, Antisthends, Parmenidds, Herakleidds 
of Pontus, and in a later age, Chrysippus and the Stoic philo- 
sophers generally,^ followed more or less the same principle of 
treating the popular gods as allegorical personages ; while the 
expositors of Homer (such as Stesimbrotus, Glaukdn and 
others, even down to the Alexandrine age), though none of 
them proceeded to the same extreme length as Metroddrus, 
employed allegory amongst other media of explanation for the 
purpose of solving difficulties, or eluding reproaches against the 
poet. 

1 Dlogen. Lafirt. ii. ii ; Talian. ndv. Grtec. c. 37; Hesychius, v, 
'kyaniiwava, S«e the ethical tuin given to the stories of Circd, the Syrens 
and Scylla, in Xcnoph. Hemorab. i. 3, 7 » ii- 6, 1 1-31. SynccIIus, Chronic, 
p. 149. 'kpnrivaiov(ri !e ci ’Ava^aySpeiai robs fivB:iSeis Oeobs, yoOs fliy rby 
Ala, rf/y So ‘ASnv&y T^xyv', &c. 

Uschold and other modern German authors seem to have adopted in its 
full extent the principle of interpretation proposed by Metroddnis — treating 
Odysseus and Pcnelopd as personilications of the Sun and Moon, &c. See 
Helbig, Die Sitlliclien Zuslitnde des Griechischen Helden Alters, Einleitung. 

р. xxix. (Leipsig, 1839). 

Corrections of the Homeric text were also resorted to, in order to escape 
the necessity of imputing lulsehood to Zeus (Aristotel. De Sophist. Blench. 

с. 4). 

® Sextus Empiric, ix. 18 ; Diogen. viii. 76 ; Plutarch, De Placit. 
Philosoph. i. 3-6} De Poesi Ilomericft, 92-126. Do Stoicor. Repugn, 
p. 1050; Menander, De Bncoiniis, c. 5. 

Qcero, De Nat. Deor. i. 14, 15, 16, 41 ; ii. 24-25. " Fhysica ratio non 
inelegans inclusa in impias fabulas.” 

In the Baccha of Euripidds, Pentheus is made to deride the tale of the 
motherless infant Dionysus having been sewn into the thigh of Zeus. 
Teiresias, while reproving him for his impiety, explains the story away 
in a sort of allegoiv : the nupbs Aths (he says) was a mistaken statement 
in place of the de\p lymiitKoiiixyos (Baceb. 235-290). 

Lucretius (iii. 995-1036) allegorises the conspicuous sufferers in Hadds, — 
Tantalus, Sisyphus, Tityus, and the Danaids, as well as the ministers of 
penal inaction, Cerberus and the Furies. The first four are emblematic 
descriptions of various defective or vicious characters iu human nature,-— 
the deisidmmonic, the ambitions, the amorous, or the insatiate and querulous 
man ; the two last represent the mental terrors of the wicked. 
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111 the days of Plato and Xenophdn, this allegorising interpre- 
tation was one of the received methods of softening down the 
obnoxious mythes — though Plato himself treated it as an 
insufiScient defence, seeing that the bulk of youthful hearers 
could not see through the allegory, but embraced the story 
literally as it was set forth.‘ Pausanias tells us, that when he 
first began to write his work, he treated many of the Greek 
legends as silly and undeserving of serious attention ; but as 
he proceeded ho gradually arrived at the full conviction, that 
the ancient sages had designedly spoken in enigmatical lan- 
guage, and that there was valuable truth wrapped up in their 
narratives : it was the duty of a pious man, therefore, to study 
and interpret, but not to reject, stories current and accredited 
respecting the gods.® And others, — arguing from the analogy 
of the religious mysteries, which could not be divulged without 
impiety to any except such as had been specially admitted and 
initiated, — maintained that it would be a profanation to reveal 
directly to the vulgar, the genuine scheme of nature and the 
divine administration : the ancient poets and philosophers had 
taken the only proper course, of talking to the many in types 
and parables, and reserving the naked truth for privileged and 
qualified intelligences,® The allegorical mode of explaining the 

® 02 i/vv jrepl 'O/iij/ioi' Jeivof-— so Flato calls these interpreters (Kratylns, 

& 407] ; see also Xenoph. Sympos. iii. 6 ; Plato, Ion, p. 530 ; Plutarch, 
e Audiend. Poet. p. 19. iirduota was the original word, allerwards 
succeeded by iWiryopla. 

''Hfiat Si dtirfiobs ical 'H^ahfrou ft^eis 6nh warrphs, /iiWoyros Tji /U7)rpl 
TUjrTOfnVp ifivviip, /cal 9tonaxi»3 Strut "O/aipos veitoliiKfy, oi TtapadficTfoP 
eis Tj)// TrdXii', otfr’ iv iirovoiats vfiroiiip.ipas, otr' &vtv irroi'oiu)'. 
'O yhp pins ovx’ oWi KpipttP, S,ri re ixdpaia /cal t fiii, V & hv rvbiicovros 
&p \iPri ip Tolr dii(aii| SvaeKPttrrd t* /cal ifiirdararra ylryPitrOai 

(Flato, Republ. ii, 17, p. 378). 

The idea of an interior sense and concealed purpose in the ancient poets 
occurs several times in Plato (Thea/tet. c. 93, p. 180): rapa pep r&p 
ipxatap, fieri voiii/raair ivuepwrofiiveip rolit voUXoSs, &c, ; also Prulagor. 
C. 20, p. 316. 

“ Modo Stoicum Homerum faciunt, — modo Epicureum, — niodo Peri- 
pateticum, — modo Acodemicum. Apj^ret nihil boruin ei»e in illo, quia 
omnia sunt” (Seneca, Ep. 88.) Compare Plutarch, DeDefectuOracul, 
C, II-I2, t ii. p. 702, Wytt., and Julian, Orat. vii. p. 216, 

® Fausan, viii. 8, 2. To the same purpose (Strabo, x. p. 474), allegory 
is admitted to a certain extent in the fables by Dionys. Halic. Ant Rom. 
ii, 20. The irogment of the lost treatise of Plutarch, on the Plateean 
festival of the Dredala, is very instructive respecting Grecian allegory 
(Fragm. ix, t, J, p. 754-763, ed, Wytt j ap. Euseb. Prrepar. Evans, iii, i). 

* This doctnne is set forth in Hacrobius (i. 2), He distinguishes be- 
tween fabula and fabulosa narratio: the former is fiction pure, intended 
either to amuse or to instruct — the latter is founded upon truth, either respect- 
ins human or respectins divine ac/ency. The sods did not like to be 
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ancient fables^ became more and more popular in the third and 
fourth centuries after the Christian mra, especially among the 

publicly talked of (according to his view) except under the respectful veil 
of a filble (the same feeling as that of Herodotus, which led him to refrain 
from inserting the lepol in his history). The supreme God, the 
rliyaBhu, the vpaTov aXriop, could not be talked of in fables ; but the other 
gods, the aerial or aethereal powers, and the soul, might be, and ought to 
be, talked of in that manner alone. Only superior intellects ought to be 
admitted to a knowledge of the secret reality. “De Diis cmteris, et de 
animft, non frustra se, nee ut oblectent, ad fabttlosa conveitunt; sed quia 
sciunt inimicam ase ttatura apertam midamqut exposilionem sui; qtus 
sicut vulgaribus sensibus hominnm intellectum sui, vnrio rerum tegmine 
operimentoque, subtraxit ; ita i prudenlibus arcana sua voluit per iabulosa 

tractari Aden semper ita se et sciri et coli numina maluenint, 

qualiter in vulgus antiquitas fabniata est . ... Secundum hcec Pythagoras 
ipse atque Empedocles, Parmenides qnoque et Heraclides, de Diis fabulatl 
sunt ; nee secus Tiramus.” Compare also Maximus Tyrius, dissert, x. and 
xxii. Amobius exposes the allegorical interpretation as mere evasion, and 
holds the Pagans to literal historical fact (Adv. Gentes, v. p. 185, ed. 
Elm.). 

Respecting the allegorical interpretation applied to the Greek fables, 
Biittiger (Die Kunst-Mythoioeic der Griecnen, Abschn. ii. p. 176) ; 
Nilzsch (Pletdensage der Griew. sect. 6 , p. 78) ; Lobeck (Aglaopham. 
p. I 33 - 1 SS)- 

1 According to the anonymous writer, ap. Westermann (Script. Myth, 
p. 328), evety peraonal or denominated god may be construed in three 
diflfbrent ways : either irpay/iariKSt (historicnlly, os having been a king or 
a man) — or tlfuxwSs, in which theory HgrS signifies the Atbenfi, 
pnidettce ; AphroditS, desire; 2 Ieus, mind, &c. — or aroiX^taRus, in which 
sy.stem Apollo signifies the stin; Poseidfin, the sea; HSr6, the imper 
stratum of the air, or mther ; AthinS, the lower or denser stratum ; Zeus, 
the upper hemisphere ; Kronns, the lower, &c. This writer thinks that 
all the three principles of construction may be resorted to, each on its 
proper occasion, and that neither of them excludes the others. It will be 
seen that the first is pure Eueraerisra ; the two latter ate modes of 
allegory. 

The aUegorical construction of the gods and of the divine mythes is 
copiously applied in the treatises, both of Fhnmutus and Sallustius, in 
Gale’s collection of mythological writers. Sallustius treats the mythes as 
of divine origin, and the chief poets as inspired { 0 e 6 \rtirrvi ) : the gods were 
propitious to those who recounted worthy and creditable mythes respecting 
them, and Sallustius prays that they will accept with favour his own 
remarks (cap. 3 and 4, p. 245-251, Gale). He distributes mythes into 
five classes; theological, physical, spiritual, material, and mixed. He 
defends the practice of speaking of tlie gods under the veil of allegory, 
much in the same way as Maciobius (in the preceding note) : be finds, 
moreover, a good excuse even for those mythes which imputed to the gods 
thefr, adultery, outrages towards a father, and other enormities ; such tales 
(he says) were eminently suitable, since the mind must at once see that the 
facts as told are wt to be taken as being themselves the real truth, but 
simply as a veil disguising some interior truth (p. 247). 

Besides the life of Homer ascribed to Plutarch (see Gale, p. 325-332), 
Hfinaclidfis [not HSroctidfis of Pontua) carries out Uie process of allegoris' 
itip the Homeric mythes most earnestly and most systematically. The 
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new Platonic philosophers ; being both congenial to their 
orientalised turn of thought, and useful as a shield against the 
attacks of the Christians. 

It was from the same strong necessity, of accommodating the 
old mythes to a new standard both of belief and of apprecia- 
tion, that both the historical and the allegorical schemes of 
transforming them arose; the literal narrative being decomposed 
for the purpose of arriving at a base either of particular matter 
of fact, or of general physical or moral truth. Instructed men 
were commonly disposed to historicise only the heroic legends, 
and to allegorise more or less of the divine legends : the 
attempt of Euemerus to historicise the latter was for the most 
part denounced as irreligious, while that of Metroddrus to 
allegorise the former met with no success. In allegorising 
moreover even the divine legends, it was usual to apply the 
scheme of allegory only to the inferior gods, though some of the 
great Stoic philosophers carried it further and allegorised all 
the separate personal gods, leaving only an all-pervading cosmic 
Mind,' essential as a co-efficient along with Matter, yet not 

application of the allegorising theory is, in his view, the only way of rescu- 
ing Uoiner from the charge of scandalous impiety— Tnfvrp yetp iiirffinctev, 
«i niiSy (Horae, fit fiiit. p. 407, Gale). He proves at length, 

that the destructive arrows of Apolio, in die Srst book of the Iliad, mean 
nothing at the bottom except a contagious plague, caused by the heat of 
the summer sun in mai'shy ground (p. 4l6--42_4). AthfinS, who darts 
down from Olympus at the moment when Achilles is about to draw his 
sword on AgamemnOn, and seizes him by the hair, is a persoiiiricalion 
of repentant prudence (p. 435). Tiie conspiraqr against Zeus, which 
Homer (Iliad, i. 400) relates to have been formed by tbe Olympic gods, 
and defeated by the timely aid of Thetis and Briateus — the chains and 
suspension imposed upon H6rS — the casting of Hdpheestos by Zeus out of 
Olympus, and his fail in L£mnus — the destruction of the Grecian wall liy 
Foseiddn, after the departure of the Grcelrs — the amorous scene between 
Zens and HfirS on Mount Gargnnts — the distribution of the universe 
between Zeus, Poseiddn, and Hadfis — all these he resolves into peculiar 
manifestations and condicls of the elemental substances in nature. To the 
much-decried battle of the gods he gives a turn partly physical, partly 
ethical (p. 481). In like manner he transforms and vindicates the adven- 
tures of the gods in the Odyssey : the wanderings of Odysseus, together 
with the Lotophagi, the Cycldps, CircS, the Sirens, dilolus, Scylla, &c., 
he resolves into a series of temptations, imposed as a trial upon a man of 
wisdom and virtue, and emblematic of human life (p. 496). The stoiy of 
Ar8s, Aphroditd and Hdpheestos, in the eighth book of the Odyssey, seems 
to perplex him more than any other: he oifers two explanations, neither 
of which seems satisfactory even to himself (p. 494). 

' See Ritter, Geschichte der Philosophie, 2nd edit, part 3, book li, 
chap. 4, p. S 9 * ; Varro ap, Augustin. Civitat. Dei, vi. 5, ix. 6 ; Cicero, 
Nat. Deor. ii. 24-28. 

Chiysippus admitted the most important distinction between Zeus and 
the other gods (Plutarch, de Stoicor. Repugnant, p. 10152), 
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separable from Matter. But many pious pagans seem to have 
perceived that allegory pushed to this extent was fatal to all 
living religious faith,^ inasmuch as it divested the gods of their 
character of Persons, sympathising with mankind and modifi- 
able in their dispositions according to the conduct and prayers 
of the believer : and hence they permitted themselves to 
employ allegorical interpretation only to some of the obnoxious 
legends connected with the superior gods, leaving the per- 
sonality of the latter unimpeached. 

One novelty, however, introduced seemingly by the philo- 
sopher Empedoklfis and afterwards expanded by others, deserves 
notice, inasmuch as it modified considerably the old religious 
creed by drawing a pointed contrast between gods and dsemons, 
— a distinction hardly at all manifested in Homer, but recog- 
nised in the “Works and Days” of Hesiod.® Empedokles 
widened the gap between the two, and founded upon it im- 
portant consequences. The gods were good, immortal, and 
powerful agents, having volition and intelligence, but without 
appetite, passion or infirmity ; the deemons were of a mixed 
nature between gods and men, ministers and interpreters from 
the former to the latter, but invested also with an agency and 
dispositions of their own. Though not immortal, they were 
still long lived, and subject to the passions and propensities of 
men, so that there were among them beneficent and maleficent 
daemons with every shade of intermediate difference.® It had 

' Plutarch, de Isid. ot Osirid. c. 66, p. 377 ; c. 70, p. 379. Compare 
on this subject O. MUllcr, Prolcgom. Mylhol. p. 59 J<ry., and Eckermann, 
Lehrhuch der Religions Gcschichte, vol. i. sect. ii. p. 46. 

^ Plesiod, 0 pp. et Di. 122 ; to the same eflect Pythagoras and Thal£s 
(Diogen. Laert. viii. 32 ; and Plutarch, Placit. Philos. 1 . 8). 

The Hesiodic dmmons are all good: Athenagoras (Legat. Chr. p. 8) 
says that Thal8s admitted a distinction between good and bad daemons, 
which seems veiy doubiful. 

• The distinction between 0eo/ and Auiitovts is especially set forth in the 
treatise of Plutarch, De Cefectu Oraculorum, capp. 10, 12, 13, 15, &c. 
He seems to suppose it traceable to tlie doctrine of Zoroaster or the Orphic 
mysteries, and he represents it as relieving the philosopher iiom great per- 
plexities : for it was difficult to know where to draw the line in admitting 
or reject!^ divine Providence: errors were committed sometimes in 
affirming God to be the cause of everything, at other times in supposing 
him to be the cause of nothing. ’Evel rb Siopirat vSj xP’xrrhv koi ptixfi 
rtvSv rp vpcDolff ol /lif obdtiihs hwK&s rhv Seif, ot Si Sjiou ti 

vAvtup atnop Troiovpres, ioTovouiri to3 fierpim Kal npiropros, EH pip oSp 
fiiyovirtp ol \iyopres, Stc TImtoip ri ratt yoppupipatt TroiArpatP S^oKilptpop 
ffToiyctov i^evpiip, i pop SKpp xal ipiirip KuXavirii', roW&p sal 

fj.eyA\oiP SvopiSaP robs ipi^otrA^ovs* Spol Si SoKOvffi 'tr\oiopas \0<rM kcA 
pelCopas liiroplas ol ri t«Sp ScupApoiP yipos ip pitrip Soup xal ip9p£rap, Kal 
rpArop TtpS ri/P koipupIup pplip (ripo/yov sir rabri eai irvpairrip, ifovpiPrit 
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been the mistake (according to these philosophers) of the old 
mythes to ascribe to the gods proceedings really belonging to 
the daemons, who were always the immediate communicants 
with mortal nature, inspiring prophetic power to the priestesses 
of the oracles, sending dreams and omens, and perpetually 
interfering either for good or for evil. The wicked and violent 
daemons, having committed many enormities, had thus some- 
times incurred punishment from the gods : besides which, their 
bad dispositions had imposed upon men the necessity of 
appeasing them by religious ceremonies of a kind acceptable to 
such beings; hence the human sacrifices, the violent, cruel, 
and obscene exhibitions, the wailings and fastings, the tearing 
and eating of raw flesh, which it had become customary to 
practise on various consecrated occasions, and especially in the 
Dionysiac solemnities. Moreover, the discreditable actions 
imputed to the gods, — the terrific combats, the Typhonic and 
Titanic convulsions, the rapes, abductions, flight, servitude, and 
concealment, — all these were really the doings and sufferings of 
bad daemons, placed far below the sovereign agency — equable, 
undisturbed, and unpolluted — of the immortal gods. The action 

(c. lo). *H Soi/uli'wi' ^icrit Uxovtra iea\ viSos 0i>rirov Ka\ Oeov Sivajuv 

(c. « 3 )' 

ZM yhp, iv ivOpdirots, (cat Sat/norip liperijs Siaipopta, (cat roD vaOirriKov 
(cat dAcryou tou piv do'Sevts koI apavpbv (ri \sliliaray, dirirep iraphrwpa, 
rots S« iroAd (cat SwrKaTdaPaoTov fuierriy, Sp fxPV 'cat aipPoKa woKKaxoS 
Bvaiat (cal rcAeral (cat fcvSuAa7fai iriifevirc (cat dia^u\dTTOviriP ipSiecritappha 
(ib.) ; compare Flatarch, de Isid. et Osir. 25, p. 360. 

Kal p^p Sims ip Ts piOois (cat Sppois KiyoPiri ical fSoviri, raVra 
pep iprayis, toDto 8d sr^dpas Stay, xpiij/eis t» (cat ipvyhs (cat \cprpeias, ob 
Oewp elirlp a\Kd Satpdpap itaBdipaTa, &c. (c. 15) : also c. 23 ; also de Zsid. 
et Osir. c. 25, p. 366. 

Human sacrifices and other objectionable rites are excused, as necessary 
for the purpose of averting the anger of bad deemons (c. 14-1 j). 

EmpedoklSs is represented as the first author of the doctrine which 
imputed vicious and abominable dispositions to many of the diemons (c. 15, 
16, 17, 20}, robs tlmyopipovs isrb ’ZpmSoK\{ovs Satpapasi expelled from 
heaven by the gods, Se^Aaroi (cat obpaponereis (Plutarch, De Vitand. Adr. 
Alien, p. 830) ; followed by Plato, XenokiatSs and Cbrysippus, c. 17 ; 
compare Plato (Apolog. Socrat. p. 27 ; Politic, p. 271 j Symposion, c. 28. 
p. 203), though he seems to treat the Salpoyes as defective and mutable 
beings, rather than actively maleficent. _ Xenokratfis represents some of 
them both as wicked and powerful in a high degree : — Bepotcpdriis (cat tSp 
ilpepSp ris ivoippdSas, (cal t&p ioprSy fiVot srKriyds vivas ^ leorerobs, ^ 
PTIiTTetas, i) Svaifniptas, 1) alirxpoKttylap oSre BeQp ripais aura 

Siupdpop oierat irpoffiiKeip XP>)<rTav, dM’ eZvai ^direis ip irapiexoPri 
pe^Xas pep (cat lirxvpcts, Svirrpisravs Si Koi encuffponrits, at xaffioucri rots 
roioirots, (cat rvyxc^c'sua'ai irpbs obSip &A\a xscpav rpisroprai 
(Plutarch, De Isid. et Osir. 0. 26, p. 361 ; Quajstion. Rom. p. 283) s 
compare Stobmus, Ecloi'. Pbys. i. p. 62. 



Grecian Mythes 73 

of such ctemons upon mankind was fitful and intermittent ; 
they sometimes perished or changed their local abode, so that 
oracles which had once been inspired became after a time for- 
saken and disfranchised.^ 

This distinction between gods and daemons appeared to save 
in a great degi'ee both the truth of the old legends and the 
dignity of the gods : it obviated the necessity of pronouncing 
either that the gods were unworthy, or the legends untrue. 
Yet although devised for the purpose of satisfying a more 
scrupulous religious sensibility, it was found inconvenient 
afterwards when assailants arose against paganism generally. 
For while it abandoned as indefensible a large portion of what 
had once been genuine faith, it still retained the same word 
damans with an entirely altered signification. The Christian 
miters in their controversies found ample warrant among the 
earlier pagan authors ^ for treating all the gods as dremons — ^and 
not less ample warrant among the later pagans for denouncing 
the daemons generally as evil beings.* 

Such were the different modes in which the ancient mythes 
were treated, during the literary life of Greece, by_ the four 
classes above named — poets, logographers, historians and 
philosophers. 

Literal acceptance, and unconscious, uninquiring faith, such 
as they had obtained from the original auditors to whom they 
were addressed, they now found only among the multitude — 
alike retentive of traditional feeling* and fearful of criticising 

^ Plutarch, De Defect. Orac. c, 15, p. 418. Chrysippus admitted, 
among the various conceivable causes to account for the existence of evil, 
the supposition of some negligent and Teclcle-ss ilmmons, Satftlvia ipauKa ir 
ots T^J ivTi ylvoyrai koI lyic\iiriai (Plutarch, De Stoicor. Repug- 

nant. p. 1051). A distinction, which I do not fully understand, between 
Seol and tul/tovs, was also adopted among the Lokrinns at Opus : Scdfiav 
with them seems to have been equivalent to ^pas (Plutarch, Qutestion. 
Grsec. c. 6, pr 292) : see the note above. 

* Tatian. adv. Grmcos, c. 20 ; Clemens Alexandria Admonit. ad Gcnte% 

p. 26-ao, Sylb. ; Minuc. Felix. Octav, c. 26. " Isti igitur iinpuil 

spiritus, ut ostensnm a Magh, a philosophis, a Platone, sub statnis et 
imaginibus consecrati delitescunt, et aiHatu suo quasi auctoritatem prse- 
sentis numinis consequuntur,” &c. This, like so many other of the 
aggressive arguments of the Christians against paganism, was taken from 
the pagan philosophers themselves. 

Iflctantius, De Verl PhilosophiS, iv. 28. “ Eigo iidem sunt Dtemones, 
qnos fatentur execiandos esse ; iidem Dii, quibns supplicant. Si nobis 
credendnm esse non pntant, credant Homero j qui snmmuin ilium Jovem 
Diemonibus aggregavit,” &c. 

’ See vol, i. chap. IL, the remarks oh the Hesiodic Theogony, 

* A destructive inundation took place at Pheneus in Arcadia, seemingly 
in the time of I?luiarch : the subterranean outlet (fiipaipop) of the river had 
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the proceedings of the gods.i gut ^yjth instructed men they 
became rather subjects of respectful and curious analysis — 
all agreeing that the Word as tendered to them was inadmissible, 
yet all equally convinced that it contained important meaning, 
though hidden yet not undiscoverable. A very large propor- 
tion of the force of Grecian intellect was engaged in searching 
after this unknown base, by guesses, in which sometimes the 
principle of semi-historical interpretation was assumed, some- 
times that of allegorical, without any collateral evidence in 
either case, and without possibility of verification. Out of 
the one assumption grew a string of allegorised phtenomenal 
truths, out of the other a long series of seeming historical 
events and chronological persons — ^both elicited from the 
transformed mythes and from nothing else. 

The utmost which we accomplish by means of the semi- 

become blocked up, and the inhabitants ascribed the stoppage to the anger 
of Apollo, who had been provoked by the stealing of the Pythian tripod 
by H^raklSs ; the latter had carried the tripod to Pheneus and deposited it 
there. ’Ap' otv obK iroTriirepos Toirap i 'A.p 6 K\av, et ^epedras iirdKKvtn 
robs pup, liuppdiat rb fidpaBpop, pal KormeJiiaas rV X'i’pa*' Hratrap airSp, 
Hri rph X'Afaii' trap, &s ipairtp, 6 Apairtrdiras rhp rpinoSa Thr 

lieaniKbp tls itpebp ivfiPeyiK ; (Plutarcn. de Serd Numin. Vindictft, p. 557 ; 
compare Pausan. viii. 14, l). The expression of Plutarch that the abstrac- 
tion of the tripod by Hdrakids hitd taken place rooo years before, is that of 
the critic, who thinks it needful to historicise and chronologise the genuine 
legend j which, to an inhabitant of Pheneus at the time of the iinindatinn, 
was doubtless os little questioned as if the thclt of PlSraklds had been laid 
in the preceding generation. 

Agathocids of Syracuse committed depredations, on the coasts of Ithaca 
and Korkyra: the excuse which he offered was, that Odysseus had come 
to Sicily and blinded Polyphdmus, and that on his return he had been 
kindly received hy the Phmakians (Plutarch, ib.). 

This is doubtless a jest, eitlier made by Agathoclds, or more probably 
invented for him ; but it is founded upon a popular belief. 

1 " Sanctinsque et reverentius visum, de aclis Deorum credere quam 
scire.” (Tacit. German, c. 34.) 

Axistidds, however, represents the Homeric theology (whether he would 
have included the Hesiodic we do not know) os believed quite literally 
among the multitude in his time, the second century after Christianity 
(Aristid. Omt. ill. p. 25). ’ArapS, Sirp irdn XP^ f*® StaBdirOai p.eB' 6 /iwp, 
pdrupa iis -rots mWois toxet koI 'Opiipip Se irvpSoKft, Beap vaBdipara 
ffw/mtur^pat Ksl iipis, atop ‘Apios SairpA kbI ’AniWcoPOi Bnretas kbI 
'H^afirrou els 6 <lAiur(rap, aSra Si kbI 'IpoSs ixv ^uydp ripas. 

Compare Lucian, Zebs TpayOSas, c. 20, and De Luctu, c. 2 ; Dionys. 
Halicar. A. R. ii. p.' 90, Sylb. 

Kallimachus (Hymn, ad Jov, 9) distinctly denied the statement of the 
Kretans that they possessed in Kretc the tomb of Zens, and treated it as an 
instance of Kretan mendacity ; while Celsus did not deny it, hut explained 
it in some figurative manner — alpurrSpiPos rpmrMcits iiropotas (Origen. cont. 
Celsum, iii. p. 137)- 
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historical theory even in its most successful applications, is, 
that after leaving out from the mythical narrative all that is 
miraculous or high-coloured or extravagant, we arrive at a 
series of credible incidents — ^incidents which may, perhaps, 
have really occurred, and against which no intrinsic presumption 
can be raised. This is e.xactly the character of a well-written 
modern novel (as, for example, several among the compositions 
of Defoe), the whole story of which is such as may well have 
occurred in real life; it is plausible fiction and nothing beyond. 
To raise plausible fiction up to the superior dignity of truth, 
some positive testimony or positive ground of inference must 
be shown; even the highest measure of intrinsic probability 
is not alone sufficient. A man who tells us that on the day 
of the battle of Platcea, rain fell on the spot of ground where 
the city of New York now stands, will neither deserve nor 
obtain credit, because he can have had no means of positive 
knowledge ; though the statement is not in the slightest degree 
improbable. On the other hand, statements in themselves 
very improbable may well deserve belief, provided they be 
supported by sufficient positive evidence. Thus the canal 
dug by order of Xerxes across the promontory of Mount Athos, 
and the sailing of the Persian fleet through it, is a fact which I 
believe, because it is well-attested — notwithstanding its re- 
markable improbability, which so far misled Juvenal as to 
induce him to single out the narrative as a glaring example 
of Grecian mendacity.^ Again, many critics have observed 
that the general tale of the Trojan war (apart from the super- 
human agencies) is not more improbable than that of the 
crusades, which every one admits to be an historical fact. 
But (even if we grant this position, which is only true to a 
small extent), it is not sufficient to show an analogy between 
the two cases in respect to negative presumptions alone; 
the analogy ought to be shown to hold between them in respect 
to positive certificate also. The crusades are a curious 
phsenomenon in history, but we accept them nevertheless as 
an unquestionable fact, because the antecedent improbability 
is surmounted by adequate contemporary testimony. When 
the Hko testimony, both in amount and kind, is produced 
to establish the historical reality of the Trojan war, we shall 
not hesitate to deal with the two events on the same footing. 

In applying the semi-historical theory to Grecian mythical 


1 


Juvenal, Sat. x. 174 — 


Creditor' oHm 


Veltficatus Athos, et quantum Gimcianiendax 
flat • ■ histor * ** Sec 



76 History of Greece 

narrative, it has been often forgotten that a pertain strength 
of testimony, or positive ground of belief, must first be tendered, 
before we can be called upon to discuss the antecedent prob- 
ability or improbability of the incidents alleged. The belief 
of the Greeks themselves, without the smallest aid of special 
or contemporary witnesses, has been tacitly assumed as sufficient 
to support the case, provided only sufficient deduction be made 
from the mythical narratives to remove all antecedent im- 
probabilities. It has been taken for granted that the faith 
of the people must have rested originally upon some particular 
historical event, involving the identical persons, things and 
places which the original mythes exhibit, or at least the most 
prominent among them. But when we examine the psycha- 
gogic influences predominant in the society among whom this 
belief originally grew up, we shall see that their belief is of 
little or no evidentiary value, and that the growth and diffusion 
of it may be satisfactorily explained witliout supposing any 
special basis of matters of fact The popular faith, so far 
as it counts for anything, testifies in favour of the entire and 
literal mythes, which are now universally rejected as incredible.^ 

^ Colonel Sleeman observes respecting the Hindoo historical mind— 
“History to this people is all a feity tale” (Rambles and Recollections of 
an Indian Official, vol. L ch. ix. p. 70). And again, “The popular poem 
of the Kamacn describes the abduction of the heroine by the monster king 
of Ceylon, Rawun ; and her recovery by means of the monkey general 
Hnnnooman. Every word of this poem the people assured me was 
written, if not by the hand of the Deity himself, at least by his inspiration, 
which was the same thing — and it must consequently be true. Ninety-nine 
out of a hundred, among the Hindoos, implicitly believe, not only every 
word of the poem, but every word of every poem that has ever been 
written in Sanscrit. If you ask a man whether he really believes any very 
egregious absurdity quoted from these books, he replies, with the greatest 
ndivetl in the world. Is it not written in the book, and how should it be 
there written, if not true? The Hindoo religion reposes upon an entire 
prostration of mind, — that continual and habitual surrender of the reasoning 
faculties, which we are accustomed to make occasionally, while engaged at 
the theatre, or in the perusal of works of fiction. We allow the scenes, 
characters, and incidents, to pass before our mind’s eye, and move our 
feelings — without stopping a moment to ask whether they are real or true. 
There is only this difference — that with people of education among us, even 
in such short intenrals of illusion or abandon, any extravagance in the 
acting, or flagrant improbability in the fiction, destroys the charm, breaks 
the spell by which we have been so mysteriously bound, and restores us to 
reason and the realities of ordinary life. With the Hindoos, on the con- 
trary, the greater the improbability, the more monstrous and peposterous 
the fiction-y-the gmatp is the charm it has over their minds; and the 
greater their learning in the Sanscrit, the more are they under the influence 
of this charm. Believing all to be written by the Deity, or under his 
inspirations, and the men and things of former days to have been very 
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We have thus the very minimum of positive proof, and the 
maximum of negative presumption : we may diminish the latter 
by conjectural omissions and interpolations, but wc cannot 
by any artifice increase the former : the narrative ceases to 
be incredible, but it still remains uncertified, — a mere common- 
place possibility. Nor is fiction always, or essentially, extrava- 
gant and incredible. It is often not only plausible and 
coherent, but even more like truth (if a paradoxical phrase may 
be allowed) than truth itself. Nor can we, in the absence 
of any extrinsic test, reckon upon any intrinsic mark to dis- 
criminate the one from the otlrer.^ 

different from men and things of the present day, and the heroes of these 
fables to have been demigods, or people endowed with powers fer superior 
to those of the ordinary men of their own day — the analogies of nature are 
never for a moment considered j nor do questions of probability, or possi- 
bility, according to those analogies, ever obtrude to dispel the charm with 
which they are so pleasingly bound. They go on through life reading and 
talking of these monstrous fictions, which shock the taste and understanding 
of odier nations, mthout ever questioning the truth of one single incident, 
or hearing it questioned. There was a time, and that not far dutant, when 
it was the same in England, and in every other European nation ; and 
there are, I am afraid, some parts of Europe whera it is so still. But the 
Hindoo faith, so far as religious questions are concerned^ is not more 
capacious or absurd than that of the Greeks or Eomans in the days of 
Socrates or Cicero; the only difference is, that among the Hindoos a 
greater number of the questions which interest mankind are brought under 
the head of religion.” (Sleeman, Eambles, &c., vol. i. ch. icxvi. p. 227 : 
compare vol. ii. ch. v. p. 51 S viit. p. 97). 

1 Lord Lyttelton, in commenting on the tales of the Irish bards, in his 
History of lienry II., has the foUowing just remarks (book iv. vol. iii. 
p. 13, quarto) ! " One may reasonably suppose that in MSS. written since 
the Irish received the Homan letters from St. Patrick, same traditional 
truths recorded before by the bards in their unwritten poems may have 
iieen preserved to our limes. Yet these cannot be so separated from many 
fabulous stories derived from the same sources, as to obtain a firm credit ; ft 
not being suflicient to establish the authority of suspected traditjons, that 
they can he shown not to be so improbable or absurd as others with which 
they are mixed — since there ntay be specious as well as senseless Jictlons. 
Nor can a poet or hard, who lived in the sixth or seventh century after 
Christ, if his poem is still extant, be any voucher for facts supposed to have 
happened before the incarnation ; though his evidence (allovnngfor poetical 
licence) may be received on such matters as come within his own time, or 
the remembrance of old men with whom he conversed. Tbemost judidous 
historians pay no regard to the Weldh or British traditions delivered by 
Geoffrey of Monmouth, though it is not impossible hut that some of these 
may be true.” 

One definition of a roythe given by Plutarch coincides exactly with a 
specious fiction; 'O /uiiflos ehai Pobhtrat \ 6 yos ^evtiis iaiK&s 
(Plutarch, Bellone an pace clariores fiiernnt Athenienses, p, 348). 

“ Der Grund-Tricb des Mythus (Creuzer justly expresses it) das Gedachte 
in ein Geschehenes umsuseizen.” (SynnboUk der Alien Welt, sect. 43, 
p. 99 -) 
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In the semi-historical theory respecting Grecian mythical 
narrative, the critic unconsciously transports into the Homeric 
age those habits of classification and distinction, and that 
standard of acceptance or rejection, which he finds current 
in his own. Amongst us the distinction between historical 
fact and fiction is highly valued as well as familiarly understood : 
we have a long history of the past, deduced from a study 
of contemporary evidences ; and we have a body of fictitious 
literature, stamped with its own maiic and interesting in its 
own way. But this historical sense, now so deeply rooted 
in the modem mind that we find a difficulty in conceiving any 
people to be rvithout it, is the fruit of records and inquiries, 
first applied to the present, and then preserved and studied by 
subsequent generations •, while in a society which has not 
yet formed the habit of recording its present, the real facts of 
the past can never be known j the difference between attested 
matter of fact and plausible fiction — between truth and that 
which is like truth — can neither be discerned nor sought for. 
Yet it is precisely upon the supposition that this distinction is 
present to men’s habitual thoughts, that the semi-historical 
theorj^ of the mythes is grounded. 

It IS perfectly true, as has often been stated, that the Grecian 
epic contains what are called traditions respecting the past — 
the larger portion of it indeed consists of nothing else. But 
what are these traditions? They are tire matter of those songs 
and stories which have acquired hold on the public mind; 
they are the creations of the poets and storytellers themselves, 
each of whom finds some pre-existing, and adds others of 
his own, new and previously untold, under the impulse and 
authority of the inspiring Muse. Homer doubtless found many 
songs and stories current with respect to the siege of Troy ; 
he received and transmitted some of these traditions, re-cast 
and transformed others, and enlarged the whole mass by new 
creations of his own. To the subsequent poets, such as 
Arktinus and Leschfis, these Homeric creations formed portions 
of pre-existing tradition, with which they dealt in the same 
manner ; so that the whole mass of traditions constituting the 
tale of Troy became larger and larger with each successive 
contributor. To assume a generic difference between the older 
and the newer strata of tradition — to treat the former as morsels 
of history, and the latter as appendages of fiction — is an 
hypothesis gratuitous at the least, not to say inadmissible. 
For the farther we travel back into the past, the more do 
we recede from the clear day of positive history, and the deeper 
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do we plunge into the unsteady twilight and gorgeous clouds 
of fancy and feeling. It was one of the agreeable dreams 
of the Grecian epic, that the man who travelled far enough 
northward beyond the Rhipman mountains, would in time 
reach the delicious country and genial climate of the virtuous 
Hyperboreans — the votaries and favourites of Apollo, who 
dwelt in the extreme north beyond the chilling blasts of Boreas. 
Now the hope that we may, by carrying our researches up 
the stream of time, exhaust the limits of fiction, and land 
ultimately upon some points of solid truth, appears to me 
no less illusory than this northward journey in quest of the 
Hyperborean elysium. 

The general disposition to adopt the semi-historical theory 
as to the genesis of Grecian mythes, arises in part from re- 
luctance in critics to impute to the mythopoeic ages extreme 
credulity or fraud; together with the usual presumption, that 
where much is believed some portion of it must be true. There 
would be some weight in these grounds of reasoning, if the 
ages under discussion had been supplied tvith records and 
accustomed to critical inquiry. But amongst a people un- 
provided with the former and strangers to the latter, credulity 
is naturally at its maximum, as well in the narrator himself 
as in his hearers. The idea of deliberate fraud is moreover 
inapplicable,* for if the hearers are disposed to accept what 
is related to them as a revelation from the Muse, the asinis 
of composition is quite sufficient to impart a similar persuasion 
to the poet whose mind is penetrated with it. The belief 
of that day can hardly he said to stand apart by itself as an 
act of reason. It becomes confounded with vivacious imagina- 
tion and earnest emotion; and in every case whore these 
mental excitabilities are powerfully acted upon, faith ensues 

1 Itt reference to the loose alatemonta of the Highlanders, Hr. Johnson 
observes — " He that goes Into the Highlands with a mind nalumlly acquies- 
cent, and a credulity eager for wondcis, may perhaps come back with an 
opinion very different from mine ; for the inhabltanls, knowing the 
ignorance of all strangers in their language and antiquities, are perhaps not 
very scrupulous aclherenls to troth : yet I do not say that they deliberately 
speak studied falsehood, or have a settled purpose to deceive, ^ey have 
acquired and considered lillle, and do not always feel their own ignorance. 
They are not much accustomed to be interrogated by olhen, and seem 
never to have thought of interrogating themselves i so (hat if thy do net 
know •what they tell to be true, they likewise do not dislMet/y fereeive it to be 
false. Mr. Boswell was very dili^nt in his inquiries, and the result of his 
investigations was, that the answer to the second question was commonly 
such as nullified the answer to the first.*’ (Journey to the Western Islands, 
p. ayu, 1st edit. 1775.) 
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unconsciously and as a matter of course. How active and 
prominent such tendencies were among the early Greeks, the 
extraordinary beauty and originality of their epic poetry may 
teach us. 

It is, besides, a presumption far too largely and indiscrimin- 
ately applied, even in our own advanced age, that where 
much is believed, something must necessarily be true — that 
accredited fiction is always traceable to some basis of historical 
truth.^ The influence of imagination and feeling is not con- 
fined simply to the process of retoucliing, transforming, or 
magnifying narratives originally founded on fact ; it will often 
create new narratives of its own, without any such preliminary 
basis. Where there is any general body of sentiment pervading 
men living in society, whether it be religious or political — ^love, 
admiration or antipathy — all incidents tending to illustrate that 
sentiment are eagerly welcomed, rapidly circulated and (as a 
general rule) easily accredited. If real incidents are not at 
hand, impressive fictions will be provided to satisfy the demand. 
The perfect harmony of such fictions with the prevalent feeling 
stands in the place of certifying testimony, and causes meir to 
hear them not merely^ with credence, but even with delight. 
To call them in question and require proof, is a task which 
cannot be undertaken without incurring obloquy. Of such 
tendencies in the huraim mind abundant evidence is furnished 
by the innumerable religious legends which have acquired 
currency in various parts of the world, and of which no country 
was more fertile than Greece — ^legends which derived their 
origin, not from special facts misreported and exaggerated, but 
from pious feelings pervading the society, and translated into 
narrative by forward and imaginative minds — legends, in which 
not merely the incidents, but often even the personages are 
unreal, yet in which the generating sentiment is conspicuou.sly 
discernible, providing its own matter as well as its own form. 
Other sentiments also, as well as the religious, provided they 
be fervent and widely diffused, will find expression in current 
narrative, and become portions of the general public belief. 
Every celebrated and notorious character is the source of a 
thousand fictions exemplifying his peculiarities. And if it be 
true, as I think present observation may show us, that such 
creative agencies are even now visible and effective, when the 
materials of genuine history are copious and critically studied 

I considered this position more at large in an article in the West- 
minster Review for May li43i on Niebuhrs Greek Legends, with which 
article mneh in the present cliapter will be found to coinrade. 
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— ^much more are we warranted in concluding that in ages 
destitute of records, strangers to historical testimony, and Ml 
of belief in divine inspiration both as to the future and as to 
the past, narratives purely fictitious will acquire ready and 
uninquiring credence, provided only they be plausible and in 
harmony with the preconceptions of the auditors. 

The allegorical interpretation of the mythes has been by 
several learned investigators, especially by Creuzer, connected 
with the hypothesis of an ancient and highly instructed body 
of priests, having their origin citlier in Egypt or in tlie East, 
and communicating to the rude and barbarous Greeks religious, 
physical and historical knowledge under the veil of symbols. 
At a time (we are told) when language was yet in its infancy, 
visible symbols were the most vivid means of acting upon the 
minds of ignorant hearers : the next step was to pass to sym- 
bolical language and expressions — for a plain and literal 
exposition, even if understood at all, would at least have been 
listened to with indifference, as not corresponding with any 
mental demand. In such ^legorising way, then, the early 
priests set forth their doctrines respecting God, nature and 
humanity — a refined monotheism and a theological philosophy 
— and to this purpose the earliest mythes were turned. But 
another class of mythes, more popular and more captivating, 
grew up under the hands of the poets — mythes purely epical, 
and descriptive of real or supposed past events. The allegorical 
mythes, being taken up by the poets, insensibly became con- 
founded in the same category with the purely narrative mythes 
— the matter symbolised was no longer thought of, while the 
symbolising words came to be construed in their own literal 
meaning — and the basis of the early allegory, thus lost among 
the general public, was only preserved as a secret among various 
religious fraternities, composed of members allied together by 
initiation in certain mystical ceremonies, and administered by 
hereditary families of presiding priests. In the Orphic and 
Bacchic sects, in the Eleusinian and Samothracian mysteries, 
was thus treasured up the secret doctrine of the old theological 
and philosophical mythes, which had once constituted the 
primitive legendary stock of Greece, in tlie hands of the original 
priesthood and in ages anterior to Homer, Persons who 
had gonfe through the preliminary ceremonies of initiation, were 
permitted at length to hear, though under strict obligation of 
secrecy, this ancient religious and cosmogonic doctrine, reveal- 
ing the destination of man and the certainty of posthumous 
rewards and punishments — ^all disengaged from the corruptions 

VOT- It. G 
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of poets, as well as from the symbols and allegories under 
which they still remained buried in the eyes of the vulgar. 
The mysteries of Greece were thus traced up to the earliest 
ages, and represented as the only faithful depositary channels 
of that purer theology and physics which had originally been 
communicated, though under the unavoidable inconvenience 
of a symbolical expression, by an enlightened priesthood coming 
from abroad to the then rude barbarians of the country.^ 

But this theory, though advocated by several learned men, 

^ For this general character' of the Grecian mysteries with their concealed 
treasure of doctrine, see tVwinrtan, Divine Legation of Moses, book ii, 
sect. 4. 

Payne Knight, On the symbolical Language of ancient Art and Mytho- 
logy, sect. 6, 10, II, 40, &c. 

Saint Croix, Kecheiches sur les Myst^res dn Paganism e, sect. 3, p. 106 ; 
sect. 4, p. 404, &c. 

Creum', Symbolik und Mythologie der Alten Vdlkcr, sect. 3, 3, 33, 39, 
43, &c, Meiners and Heeren adopt generally the same view, though there 
are many divergencies of opinion between these different authors, on a 
subject essentially obscure. Warhurton maintained that the interior 
doctrine communicated in the mysteries was the existence of one Supreme 
Divinity, combined with the Euemeristic creed, that the pagan gods had 
been mere men. 

See Clemens Alex. Strom, v. p, 593, Sylb. 

The view taken by Hermann of the ancient Grecian mythology is in 
many points similar to that of Creuzer, though with some considemble 
difference. He thinks that it is on aggre^te of doctrine — ^philosophical, 
theological, physical, and moral — expressed under a scheme of systematic 
personifications, each person being called by a name significant of the 
function personified: this doctrine was imported from the East into 
Greece, where the poets, retaining or translating the names, but forgetting 
their meaning and connexion, distorted the primitive stories, the sense of 
which came to be rebuned only in the ancient mysteries. That true sense, 
however (he thinks), may be recovered by a careful analysis of the signifi- 
cant names: and 1 ^ two dissertations (De Mythologifi Gimcorum Anti- 
quissimfi, in the Opuscula, vol. ii.) exhibit a specimen of this systematic 
expansion of etymology into narrative. The dissent from Creuzer is set 
forth in their published correspondence, especially in his concluding “ Brief 
an Creuzer ilber das Weson und die Behandlung der Mythologie,” Leipzig, 
1819. The following citation from his Latin dissertation sets forth Ins 
general doctrine — 

Hermann, De Mythologid Grsecorum Antiquissimfi, p. 4 (Opuscula, 
vol. ii. p. 171) : — “ videmus rerum divinarum humanarumque scientiam ex 
Asifi per Lyciam migrantem in Europam : videmus fabulosos poStas pere- 
grinam doctrinam, monslntoso tumore orientis sive exutnm, sivc nondum 
mdutam, quasi de integro Grseefi specie procreontes } videmus poStos illos, 
quorum omnium vera nomina nominibus — ab arte, qufi clarebant, petitis — 
obliterata sunt, diu in Thracifi hierenles, raroque tandem etiam cum aliis 
Grsecisepaitibus commerdo junctos : quaiis Famphus, non ipse Atheniensis, 
Alheniensibus bymnos Deorum fecit Tidemus denique retrusam panlalim 
in mysteriorum secretam 111am sapientum doctrinam, vitiatam religionnm 
perturbatione, corruptam inscitifilnterpretum, obscuratam levitate amceniora 
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has been shown to be unsupported and erroneous. It implies 
a mistaken view both of the antiquity and the purport of the 
mysteries, which cannot be safely carried up even to the age of 
Hesiod, and which, though imposing and venerable as religious 
ceremonies, included no recondite or esoteric teaching.^ 

The doctrine supposed to have been originally symbolised 
and subsequently overclouded, in the Greek mythes, was in 

scctantium — adeo tit earn ne illi quidem intelligcrent, qui bsereditariam a 
prioribus poSsin colentes, quum ingenii prcestanti^ omnes piststingucrent, 
lant& illos oblivione mersciunt, ut ipsi siut primi auctores omnis eruditionis 
habiti.” 

Hermann thinks, however, that by pursuing the suggestions of etymo- 
logy, vestiges may still be discovered, and something like a history com- 
pile, of Grecian belief as it stood anterior to Homer and Hesiod : — “est 
autem in hac omni ratione judicio maxime opus, quia non testibus res 
agitur, sed ad interprctandi solertiam omnia revocanda sunt” (p, 172). To 
the same general purpose the French work of H. Em^ric David, Recherches 
sur le Dieu Jufjiter — reviewed by O. Mtlller : see the Kleine Schriften of 
the latter, vol. ii. p. 82. 

Mr. Bryant has also employed a profusion of learning, and numerous 
etymological conjectures, to resolve the Greek mythes into mistakes, 
perversions, and mutilations, of the exploits and doctrines of oriental 
tribes long-lost and by-gone, — Amonians, Cuthites, Arkites, See. “ It was 
Noah (he thinks) who was represented under the different names of Thoth, 
Hermes, Mends, Osiris, Zeuth, Atlas, Phordneus, PromStheus, to which 
list a further number of great extents might be added ; the Novs of Anaxa- 
goras was in reality the patriarch Noah” (Ant. Mythol. vol. ii. pp. asji, 
272). “The Cuthites or Amonians, descendants of Noah, settled in 
Greece from the east, celebrated for thpir skill in building and the arts” 
(ib. i. p. 502; ii. p. 187). “The greatest part of the Grecian theology 
arose from misconception and blunders, the stories concerning their gods 
and heroes were founded on terms misinterpreted or abused” (ib. i. 
p. 452). “ The number of different actions ascribed to the various Grecian 
gods or heroes all relate to one people or family, and are at bottom one 
and the same history” (ib, iL p. S 7 ). “The fables of Promdtheus and 
'H^s were taken from ancient Amonian temples, from hieroglyphics mis- 
understood and badly explained” (i p. 426) ; see especially vol. li, p. i6a 

* The Anti-Symbolik of Voss, and still more the Aglaophamos of 
Lobeck, are full of instruction on the subject of this supposed interior 
doctrine, and on the ancient mysteries in general the latter treatise 
especially is not less distinguished for its judicious and circumspect 
criticism than for its copious learaing. 

Mr. Halhed (Preface to the Gentoo Code of Laws, p,_xui,-xiv.) has 
good observations on the vanity of all attempts to allegorise the Plindu 
mythology : he observes, with perfect truth, “ The vulgar and illiterate 
have always understood Ae mytWogy of their country in its literal sense ; 
and there was a time to every nation, when the highest rank in it was equally 
vulgar and illiterate with the lowest. . . . A Hindu esteems the astonishing 
miracles attribiited to a Biima, or a Kishen, as facts of the most indu- 
bitable authenticity, and the relation of them as most strictly historical.” 

Compare also Gibbon’s remarks on the allegorising tendencies of the 
later Platonisls (Hist Decl. and Fall, vol. iv, p. 71). 
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reality first intruded into them by the unconscious fancies of 
later interpreters. It was one of the various roads which 
instructed men took to escape from the liteml admission of 
the ancient mythes, and to arrive at some new form of belief, 
more consonant with their ideas of what the attributes and 
character of the gods ought to be. It was one of the ways of 
constituting, by help of the mysteries, a philosophical religion 
apart from the general public, and of connecting that distinc- 
tion with the earliest periods of Grecian society. Such a dis- 
tinction was both avowed and justified among the superior 
men of the later pagan world. Varro and Scsevola distributed 
theology into three distinct departments, — the mythical or 
fabulous, the civil, and the physical. The first had its place in 
the theatre, and was left without any interference to the poets j 
the second belonged to the city or political community as such, 
— it comprised the regulation of all the public worship and 
religious rites, and was consigned altogether to the direction of 
the magistrate ; the third was the privilege of philosophers, but 
was reserved altogether for private discussion in the schools 
apart from the general public.^ As a member of the city, the 
philosopher sympathised with the audience in the theatre, and 
took a devout share in the established ceremonies, nor was he 
justified in trying what he heard in the one or saw in the other 
by his own ethical standard. But in the private assemblies of 
instructed or inquisitive men, he enjoyed the fullest liberty of 
canvassing every received tenet, and of broaching his own 
theories unreservedly, respecting the existence and nature of 
the gods. By these discussions the activity of the philosophical 
mind was maintained and truth elicited ; but it was such truth 
as the body of the people ought not to hear, lest their faith in 

1 Varto, ap. Augustin. De Civ. Dei, iv. 27 ; vi. 5-6. " Dicis fabuiosos 
Deos accommodatos esse ad Ihealrum, nalurales ad mundum, civiles ad 
urbem.” “ Varro, de religionibus loquens, mulla esse vera dixit, quee non 
modo vulgo scire non sit utile, sed etiam tametsi falsa sint, aliter exutimare 
popuium expediat ; et ideo Grsecos telctas ct mysteria tocitumitate parieti- 
busque olausisse” (ibid. iv. 3l)._ See Villoison, De Triplici Theologiit 
Commentatio, p. 8; and Lactanlius, De Origin. Error, ii. 3. The doc- 
trine of the Stoic Cbrysippus, ap. Etymologicon Mogn. v. Te\eral — 
Xpiiri'intos Si dTiiri, rolls irvol rSy Silav \iyoos tiiaSrus ica\eTir9ai rsXtris, 
XPVi'ot yhp roorovs reXtormaus Kal M raai SiSirieeirSai, r^s ijivXVS ixoiinis 
ip/ta ltd Kvcpaminivijs, koI vphs rolls iftviirovs Sovapipus- p,iya yip 

elrai vb iSXav isrip 6ouv iutoSirat ro ipSi, Kcil iyitpareis yepiarBai airUp. 

The triple division of Varro is reproduced in Plutarch, Amatmus, p. 763. 
‘ri pAp ptiBip, ri, Si pi/s<p, rh Si Adyy, rtlmtp if ipxvs (a-xvtf’ v?* S’ oil' srepl 
Soup Sifiis kcA wapriirtunp iiyenovcs Kxl SiSdcritttKoi yeyipairiP rifup of ro 
voiDral, kbI ol yoftiSorat, laA rpirop, of ipi\iiro<pot. 
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their own established religious worship should be overthrown. 
In thus distinguishing the civil theology from the fabulous, 
Varro was enabled to cast upon the poets all the blame of the 
objectionable points in the popular theology, and to avoid the 
necessity of pronouncing censure on the magistrates ; who {he 
contended) had made as good a compromise with the settled 
prejudices of the public as the case permitted. 

The same conflicting sentiments which led the philosophers 
to decompose the divine mythes into allegory, impelled the 
historians to melt down the heroic mythes into something like 
continuous political history, with a long series of chronology 
calculated upon the heroic pedigrees. The one process as well 
as the other was interpretative guesswork, proceeding upon un- 
authorised assumptions, and without any verifying test or evi- 
dence. While it frittered away the characteristic beauty of the 
mythe into something essentially anti-mythical, it sought to 
arrive both at history and philosophy by impracticable roads. 
That the superior men of antiquity should have striven hard to 
save the dignity of legends which constituted the charm of 
their literature as well as the substance of the popular religion, 
we cannot be at all surprised; but it is gratifying to find Plato 
discussing the subject in a more philosophical spirit. The 
Platonic Sokratfis being asked whether he believes the current 
Attic fable respecting the abduction of Oreithyia (daughter of 
Erechlheus) by Boreas, replies, in substance, — “ It would not 
be strange if I disbelieved it, as the clever men do ; I might 
then show,my cleverness by saying that a gust of Boreas blew 
her down from the rocks above while she was at play, and that 
having been killed in this manner she was reported to have 
been carried off by Boreas. Such speculations are amusing 
enough, but they belong to men ingenious and busy-minded 
over-much, and not greatly to be envied, if it be only for this 
reason, that after having set right one fable, th^ are under the 
necessity of applying the same process to a host of others — Hippo- 
centaurs, Chiraaeras, Gorgons, Pegasus, and numberless other 
monsters and incredibilities. A man, who, disbelieving these 
stories, shall try to find a probable basis for each of them, will 
display an ill-placed acuteness and take upon himsdf an endless 
burden, for which I at least have no leisure : accordingly I forego 
such researches, and believe in the current version of the stories."^ 

^ Plato, Ph®dr, c. 7, p. 229. 

PHiEDRUS. EMiuti, S SiKpara, rsDro rh iiviDKlyruiamiBei lOurites elvoi’, 

SOKRATBS. ‘AAV el iirurTohiy, Siarep ol oo^oil, oiie tty Armos Ctiiy, elra 
ifiahiy aMiy ryeS/ia Bopdau Kurh ruy r^ntrley verpdy trify ■ 
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These remarks of Plato are valuable, not simply because they 
point out the uselessness of digging for a supposed basis of truth 
in the mythes, but because they at the same time suggest the 
true reason for mistrusting aU such tentatives. The mythes 
form a class apart, abundant as well as peculiar. To remove 
any individual mythe from its own class mto that of history or 
philosophy, by simple conjecture and without any collateral 
evidence, is of no advantage, tmless you can perform a similar 
process on the remainder. If the process be trustworthy, it 
ought to be applied to all ; and e converso, if it be not applicable 
to all, it is not trustworthy as applied to any one specially ; 
always assuming no special evidence to be accessible. To 
detach any individual mythe from the class to which it 
belongs, is to present it in an erroneous point of view: we 
have no choice except to admit them as they stand, by 
putting ourselves approximately into the frame of mind of those 
for whom they were destined and to whom they appeared 
worthy of credit. 

If Plato thus discountenances all attempts to transform the 
mythes by interpretation into history or philosophy, indirectly 
recognising the generic difference between them — ^we find sub- 
stantially the same view pervading tlie elaborate precepts in 
his treatise on the Republic. He there regards the mythes, not 
as embodying either matter of fact or philosophical principle, 
but as portions of religious and patriotic faith, and instruments 
of ethical tuition. Instead of allowing the poets to frame them 
according to the impulses of their own genius and with a view 
to immediate popularity, he directs the legislator to provide 
types of his own for the characters of the gods and heroes, and 
to suppress all such divine and heroic legends as are not in 
harmony with these pre-established canons. In the Platonic 
system, the mythes are not to be matters of history, nor yet of 
spontaneous or casual fiction, but of prescribed faith : he sup- 
poses that the people will believe, as a thing of course, what 

inpfkOKtitf iralCovmir Strai, Mai qStai Sf; re\(VT^ira(rai' jvb rav 

hopiov krdpmurrov 7(7ai'^)'ai . . . '£7^ Si, S faiSpt, liWus ftiy rh roiaSra 
XapttPTa ityovpat, Xlta/ Si SeiyoO kaI Irtiripov maI oi rrdvv eirvxavs ipSpii, 
iMtr p.h> oiSip, Sri S' airjl Spiyieri litri raSro ri r&v 'ImraKwaipwv 
dSar iTOi/opBoverBai, Kal adBis ri rijs Xt/mlpit!, Kal Si Sx>>-os 

routiruv Topyivaiv ital ni)7(f(raiv, Mol i/nixdpoy v\^ 8 n rs xal hrmetcu 

rtparo\ 6 yay rivSiy ^itretay eSs d tii hrutruy vpocrSipf icarS ri elKis 
Sicmfroy, &rt iypolxy riyl roiplif nWiis lUirtp a‘X<’^Vy Se^irei, 

‘E/iol Si rpif rttvra oiSa/iws Iffrl • • ■ "OOty Si) XAfpeu' idireis radra, 

itmBdptvos Si rip yo/uCo/iiyf irtpl airciy, S yvy Sf) SXiiyoy, trKOwa oi raSra 
iW‘ tpauriy, &c. 
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the poets circulate, and he therefore directs that the latter shall 
circulate nothing which does not tend to ennoble and improve 
the feelings. He conceives the mythes as stories composed to 
illustrate the general sentiments of the poets and the community, 
respecting the character and attributes of the gods and heroes, 
or respecting the social relations, and ethical duties as well as 
motives of mankind : hence the obligation upon the legislator 
to prescribe beforehand the types of cliaracter which shall be 
illustrated, and to restrain the poets from follomng out any op- 
posing fancies. “ Let us neither believe ourselves (he exclaims), 
nor permit any one to circulate, that Thfiseus son of Poseidon, 
and Peirithbus son of Zeus, or any other hero or son of a god, 
could ever have brought themselves to commit abductions or 
other enormities such as are now falsely ascribed to them. We 
must compel the poets to say, either that such persons were not 
the sons of gods, or that they were not the perpetrators of such 
misdeeds.” ^ 

Most of the mythes which the youth hear and repeat (accord- 
ing to Plato) are false, but some of them are true : the great and 
prominent mythes which appear in Homer and Hesiod are no 
less fictions than the rest. But fiction constitutes one of the 
indispensable instruments of mental training as well as truth ; 
only the legislator must take care that the fictions so employed 
shall be beneficent and not mischievous.® As the mischievous 
fictions (he says) take their rise from wrong preconceptions re- 
specting the character of the gods and heroes, so the way to 

* Plato, Repub. iii. 5, p. 391. The perfect ignorance of all men re- 
specting the gods rendered the task of fiction easy (Plato, Kritias, 
p. 107). 

® Plato, Repub. ii. 16, p. 377- Aiyuv 8i Sirrhtr tlSos, rh niv 
t^evSos S’ ertpoVj Nat. Ilaihvrtaii 8* dr i/upordpois, vpdrepov S' Iv rots 
^eiSfiriv . ... Oi /lavBivtis, Brt np&rav rots vaiSlois piBoas Kiyoptv" 
Tovro Si mu rb alweir ittSSos, (yt Si Ksl . . . TipSroy riuty 

imfframprioy Tots puBamoTs, ital by piy Sy Ka\bv pvBoy mijiracriy, iyKpirioy, 
by S’ 'hv pii, itrufwiT^ov .... 81 ySy \{yoviri, robs iroAXahs ixfiKiprioi 

. ... 06s ‘H<rU)Sos Kol ^OpTipos npHv ihtyimy, xal of snirrrai. 


t 'e^Siirixi. Tf Vouro j “Oraey ns slatiCp kukSs np !Kiyip mpl Bt&y re tail 
piioiy, oiot elo'U', &trirep ypafebs ppSiy ioixira ypA(liay ots tcy tpota floiKprai 
ypi^ai. 

The same train of thought, and the precepts founded upon it, are followed 
up through chap, 17, 18, and 19 ; compare De Legg. idi. p. 941. 

Instead of recognising the popular or dramatic theology as something 
distinct from the civil, (as Varro did), Plato suppresses the former as a 
separate department and merges it in the latter. 


OSrot yip wou piBous rots iyBpdmts ipeuSeTs rvyriBiyres iXtyiy re Kcit 
Kiyovtft. Holovs 8h, ? 8' bs, Ka\ rt air&y pep^ipevos Kiyets; “Orep, ijy S' 
•xuh Kul srparoy koX piMara pipAeaBat, sWoir r< Kol idy ns pi Ka\tis 
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correct them is to enforce, by authorised compositions, the 
adoption of a more correct standard.^ 

The comments which Plato has delivered with so much force 
in his Republic, and the enactments which he deduces from 
them, are in the main an expansion of that sentiment of con- 
demnation, which he shared with so many other philosophers, 
towards a large portion of the Homeric and Hesiodic stories.* 
But the manner in which he has set forth this opinion unfolds 
to us more clearly the real character of the mythical narrative. 
They are creations of the productive minds in the community, 
deduced from the supposed attributes of the gods and heroes : 
so Plato views them, and in such character he proposes to 
amend them. The legislator would cause to be prepared a 
better and truer picture of the foretime, because he would start 
from truer (that is to say more creditable) conceptions of the 
gods and heroes. For Plato rejects the mythes respecting Zeus 
and H6r6, or Thfeseus and Peirithbus, not from any want of 
evidence, but because they are unworthy of gods and heroes : 
he proposes to call forth new mythes, which, though he admits 
them at the outset to be fiction, he knows will soon be received 
as true, and supply more valuable lessons of conduct. 

We may consider then that Plato disapproves of the attempt 
to identify the old mythes either with exaggerated history or with 
disguised philosophy. He shares in the current faith, without 
any suspicion or criticism, as to Orpheus, PalamSdSs, Dsedalus, 
Amphi6n, ThSseus, Achilles, Cheirfin, and other mythical per- 
sonages but what chiefly fills his mind is, the inlierited sen- 
timent of deep reverence for these superhuman characters and 
for the age to which they belonged, — a sentiment sufficiently 
strong to render him not only an unbeliever in such legends as 


* Pinto, Repub. ii. c. 21, p. 3S2. Ti iv rots \6yois i/ievSos Wte kbI tI 

^frhainov, &i7're pi) ejmi nitrous } *Ap’ 06 icp6s re robs sroKo/i^ovs Mai 
rut' MaXov/uVoi' (plTtay, iray riya &yoiav Ma/nit' rt imxoviiori 

srpdrreiv, rrfre aworpov^s tvsKa is ipipiiyutay xpifatpoy ytypoTOi; Ka! iv 
als viv SI) iXiyoniy rats iiu^uKoylais, Sik rb n^l oH^yBi Xvji 
r&KriSbs ’'"•pi fSi' sraKai&y, iiponoiovvrts ri 

il/evSos, in /tdAiirra, ovrai troiov/iei'; 

* The censure which Xenophanes pronounced upon the Homeric legends 
has already been noticed : I-leraldeiius (Diogen. Laert. ix. i) and Metro- 
d6rus, the companion and follower of Epicurus, were not less profuse in 
their invectives, iv ypanpAai roaoirois ironjrp \t\otS6mirBi (Plutarch, 
Non posse suaviter vivi secundum Epicurum, p. 1086). He even advised 
persons not to be ashamed to confess their utter ignorance of Homer, to the 
extent of not knowing whether PleclOr was a Greek or a Trojan (Plut. ib. 
p. 1094), 

® Plato, Republic, iii. 4-5, p. 391 ; De LerF. iii. i, p. 677. 
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conflict with it, but also a deliberate creator of new legends for 
the purpose of expanding and gratifying it. The more we ex- 
amine this sentiment, both in the mind of Plato as well as in 
that of the Greeks generally, the more shall we be convinced 
that it formed essentially and inseparably a portion of Hellenic 
religious faith. The mythe both presupposes, and springs out 
of, a settled basis and a strong expansive force of religious, 
social, and patriotic feeling, operating upon a past which is little 
better than a bknk as to positive knowledge. It resembles his- 
tory, in so far as its form is narrative : it resembles philosophy, in 
so far as it is occasionally illustrative ; but in its essence and sub- 
stance, in the mental tendencies by which it is created as well 
as in those by which it is judged and upheld, it is a popularised 
expression of the divine and heroic faith of the people. 

Grecian antiquity cannot be at all understood except in con- 
nexion with Grecian religion. It begins with gods and it ends 
with historical men, the former being recognised not simply as 
gods, but as primitive ancestors, and connected with the latter 
by a long mythical genealogy, partly heroic and partly human. 
Now the whole value of such genealogies arises from their being 
taken entire : the god or hero at the top is in point of fact the 
most important member of the whole for the length and con- 
tinuity of the series arises from anxiety on the part of historical 
men to join themselves by a thread of descent with the being 
whom they worshipped in their gentile sacrifices. Without the 
ancestorial god, the whole pedigree would have become not 
only acephalous, but worthless and uninteresting. The pride of 
the Herakleids, Asldepiads, .^kids, Neleids, Dsedalids, &c., 
was attached to the primitive eponymous hero and to the god 
from whom they sprung, not to the line of names, generally 
long and barren, through which the divine or heroic dignity 
gradually dwindled down into common manhood. Indeed the 
length of the genealogy (as I have before remarked) was an 
evidence of the humility of the historical man, which led him 
to place himself at a respectful distance from the gods or heroes ; 
for Hekatasus of Miletus, who ranked himself as the fifteenth 
descendant of a god, might perhaps have accounted it an 
overweening impiety in any living man to claim a god for his 
immediate father. 

* For a description of similar tendencies in the Asiatic religions, see 
MSveis, Dio Phonizier, ch. v. p. 153 (Bonn, 1841} : he points out the 
same phsenomena as in the Greek, — coalescence between the ideas of 
ancestry and worship, — confudon between gods and men in the past,— 
increasinv tendency to Eneraerise {p. 156-157). 
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The whole chronology of Greece, anterior to 776 b.c., con- 
sists of calculations founded upon these mythical genealogies, 
especially upon that of the Spai-tan kings and their descent 
from HfiraklSs, — thirty years being commonly taken as the 
equivalent of a generation, or about three generations to a 
century. This process of computation was altogether illusory, 
as applying historical and chronological conditions to a case on 
which they had no bearing. Though the domain of history 
was seemingly enlarged, the religious element was tacitly set 
aside : when the heroes and gods were chronologised, they 
became insensibly approximated to the limits of humanity, and 
the process indirectly gave encouragement to the theory of 
Eufimerus. Personages originally legendary and poetical were 
erected into definite landmarlts for measuring the duration of the 
foretime, thus gaining in respect to historical distinctness, but 
not without loss on the score of reh'gious association. Both 
Eu^merus and the subsequent Christian writers, who denied 
the original and inherent divinity of the pagan gods, had a 
gi'eat advantage in carrying their chronological researches strictly 
and consistently upwards— for all chronology fails as soon as 
we suppose a race superior to common humanity. 

Moreover it is to be remarked that the pedigree of the Spartan 
kings, which Apolloddrus and Eratosthenfis selected as the basis 
of their estimate of time, is nowise superior in credibility and 
trustworthiness to the thousand other gentile and family pedi- 
grees with which Greece abounded ; it is rather indeed to be 
numbered among the most incredible of all, seeing that H6rakl6s 
as a progenitor is placed at the head of perhaps more pedigrees 
than any other Grecian god or hero.^ The descent of the 
Spartan king Leonidas from H6raklSs rests upon no better 
evidence than that of Aristotle or Hippokratfe from Asklfipius,® 
— of Evagoras or ThucydidSs from .^akus, — of Sokratfis from 

^ According to that which Aristotle seems to recognise (Histor. Animal, 
vii. 6), Hdraklfis was father of seventy-two sons, but of only one daughter 
— he was essentially i^jicvoyiivor, iUustrating one of the physical peculiari- 
ties noticed by ^istotle. Euripidds however mentions daughters of 
Hfiraklfe in the plural number (Eurip. Hetakleid. 45). 

^ HippokratSs was twentieth in descent from H^aklSs, and nineteenth 
from AsklSpius (Vita Ilippocr. by Soranus, up. Westermann, Scriptor. 
Biographic, viii. j); about Aristotle, see Diogen. LaSrt. v. i. Xenophdn, 
the physician of the emperor Claudius, was also an Asklepiad (Tacit. Ann. 
xii. 61). 

In Rhodes, the neighbouring^ island to K6s, was the gens ‘AXidSai, or 
sons of H£lios, specially distinguished from the 'A^utirral of mere associated 
worshippers of Hdlios, rb Kotvhv r&v 'A\iaSay ml ray 'A\uurruv (see the 
Inscription in Boeckh’s Collection, Ko. 2525, with Boeckh’s comment). 
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Dffidalus, — of the Spartan heraldic family from Talthybius, — 
of the prophetic lamid family in Elis from lamus, — of the root- 
gatherers in Peiion from Cheirdn, — and of Hekataeus and his gens 
from some god in the sixteenth ascending line of the series. 
There is little exaggeration in saying, indeed, that no per- 
manent combination of men in Greece, religious, social, or 
professional, was without a similar pedigree ; all arising out of 
the same exigencies of the feelings and imagination, to personify 
as well as to sanctify the bond of union among the members. 
Every one of these gentes began witlr a religious and ended with 
an historical person. At some point or other in the upward 
series, entities of history were exchanged for entities of religion ; 
but where that point is to be found we are unable to say, nor 
had the wisest of the ancient Greeks any means of determining. 
Thus much however we know, that the series, taken as a whole, 
though dear and precious to the believing Greek, possesses no 
value as chronological evidence to the historian. 

When Hekatajus visited Thebes in Egypt, he mentioned to 
the Egyptian priests, doubtless with a feeling of satisfaction and 
pride, the imposing pedigree of the gens to which he belonged, 
— with fifteen ancestors in ascending line, and a god as the 
initial progenitor. But he found himself immeasurably out- 
done by the priests “ who genealogised against him.” ^ They 
showed to him three hundred and forty-one wooden colossal 
statues, representing the succession of chief priests in the temple 
in uninterrupted series from father to son, through a space of 
r r,3oo years. Prior to the commencement of this long period 
(they said), the gods dwelling along with men, had exercised 
sway in Egypt j but they repudiated altogether the idea of men 
begotten by gods or of heroes.® 

Both these counter-genealogies are, in respect to trustworthiness 
and evidence, on the same footing. Each represents partly the 
religious faith, partly the retrospective imagination of the persons 
from whom it emanated. In each the lower members of the 
series (to what extent we cannot tell) are real, the upper members 
fabulous •, but in each also the series derived all its interest and 
all its imposing effect from being conceived unbroken and entire. 
Herodotus is much perplexed by the capital discrepancy between 
the Grecian and Egyptian chronologies, and vainly employs his 

^ Herodot. iL r43. ’EkwtbIv St 'ymriKoyiiram tavrhy, koI iraS^o-nm 
is iKKwSijtaroy Beiv, M if ipiB/i4iirn, oi StteS/ttvoi vap' 

airov, iarh Btov yeyitrBat &yBp«ivay iyTtyiynihi'nfsui St SS(, &c. 

® Herod, ii, T43-145. Kal toOtb iirptKiits ftiirly MoTorBcu, 

aUt TP Apyifif/tPi'pi KKi aitl Imayparpintyai rh hta. 
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ingenuity in reconciling them. There is no standard of objec- 
tive evidence by which either the one or the other of them can 
be tried. Each has its own subjective value, in conjunction 
with the faith and feelings of Egyptians and Greeks, and each 
presupposes in the believer certain mental prepossessions which 
are not to be found beyond its own local limits. Nor is the 
greater or less extent of duration at all important, when we once 
pass the limits of evidence and verifiable reality. One century 
of recorded time, adequately studded with authentic and orderly 
events, presents a greater mass and a greater difiRculty of transi- 
tion to the imagination than a hundred centuries of barren 
genealogy. Herodotus, in discussing the age of Homer and 
Hesiod, treats an anterior point of 400 years as if it were only 
yesterday ; the reign of Henry VI. is separated from us by an 
equal interval, and the reader will not require to be reminded 
how long that interval now appears. 

The mythical age was peopled with a mingled aggregate of 
^ods, heroes, and men, so confounded together that it was often 
impossible to distinguish to which class any individual name 
belonged. In regard to the Thracian god Zalmoxis, the Helles- 
pontic Greeks interpreted his character and attributes according 
to tlie scheme of Euemerism. They aflSmied that he had been 
a man, the slave of the philosopher Pythagoras at Samos, and 
that he had by abilities and artifice established a religious 
ascendency over the minds of the Thracians, and obtained 
from them divine honours. Herodotus cannot bring himself 
to believe this story, but he frankly avows his inability to deter- 
mine whether Zalmoxis was a god or a man,^ nor can he extricate 
himself from a similar embarrassment in respect to Dionysus 
and Pan. Amidst the confusion of the Homeric fight, the 
goddess AlhfinS confers upon DiomfidSs the miraculous favour 
of dispelling the mist from bis eyes, so as to enable him to 
discriminate gods from men j and nothing less than a similar 
miracle could enable a critical reader of the mythical narratives 

* Herod, iv. 94-96. After having related the Euemeristic version given 
by the Hellesponlic Greeks, he concludes, with his characteristic frankness 
and simpUcily — Si, v»pl /liy roirov kbI toC Karafyalav aMjaaros, oifre 
Anttcriu, oSre £y vKrreia ri \iiiv. Soitia Si woWoiori Ureal rrp 6 Tepov rhv 
ZdXjito^u' redrav yw 4 aBa,i XivBay 6 pea, ’Eire Si iy 4 i'er 6 ria Zii\fio(is &vBpiimos, 
eir' 4 arl Saf/tay ris r 4 rpai aSray Jirtx^pioa, So Plutarch (Nnma, 

c. 19) will not undertake to determine whether Janus was a god or a king, 
efre Saiptay, etrs Peurt\et>s yeyd/ieyoy, &c. 

Heraklmtus the philosopher said that men were Seal Bypra), and the gods 
were &yBpcmot hBdyoroi (Lucian, Vitar. Auctio. 0. 13, vol. i, p. 303, Tauoh, s 
compare the some author, DialoP’. Murtuor. iii. vol. i. p. 183, ed. Tauchn. 
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to draw an ascertained boundary-line between the two.^ But 
the original hearers of the mythes felt neither surprise nor 
displeasure from this confusion of the divine with the human 
individual. They looked at the past with a film of faith over 
their eyes — neither knowing the value, nor desiring the attain- 
ment of an unclouded vision. The intimate companionship, 
and the occasional mistake of identity between gods and men, 
were in full harmony with their reverential retrospect. And we 
accordingly see the poet Ovid in his Fasti, when he undertakes 
the task of unfolding the legendary antiquities of early Rome, 
re-acquiring, by the inspiration of Juno, the power of seeing 
gods and men in immediate vicinity and conjunct action, such 
as it existed before tlie development of the critical and historical 
sense.® 

To resume, in brief, what has been laid down in this and the 
preceding chapters respecting the Grecian mythes — 

I. They are a special product of tire imagination and feelings, 
radically distinct both from history and philosophy : they cannot 
be broken down and decomposed into the one, nor allegorised 
into the other. There are indeed some particular and even 
assignable mythes, which raise intrinsic presumption of an 

* Iliad, V. 127 — 

’AyXvv a* TOC laf t^aoXuiuv IXot, ^ irp'iv 
e{! 6nby, ^ xai avBpa, 

Of this undistinguishable confusion between gods and men, striking iilus- 
tralions are to be found both in the third hook of Cicero de NaturS Deorum 
(16-21), and in the long disquisition of Strabo (x. p. 467-474) respecting 
the Kabeiri, the Korybante-s, the D.oktyls of Ida ; the more so as he cites 
the statements of Fherekyd6s, Akusilaus, D6metrius of Sk^psis and others. 
Under the Roman empire the lands in Greece belonging to the immortal 
gods wore exempted from tribute. The Roman tax-collectors refused to 
recognise as inamortal gods any persons who had once been men ; but this 
rule could not be clear^ applied (Cicero, Nat. Beor. iiL ao). See the re- 
marks of Fausanios (it. 26, 7) about Askl^pius : Galen, too, is doubtful 
about AskISpius and Dionysus — ‘A<rx\vvi 6 s yi roi xai Aiima-os, sir’ 
Mpuvoi irp 6 r«pop Ijarrir, cTr« koI ipxvSiv feui (Galen in Frotreptic. 9. L 
i. p. 22, ed. ICuhn), Xenophdn (De Venat c. i.) considers Cheirdn as the 
brother of Zeus. 

Tlie ridicule of Lucian (Deorum Concilium, t. iii. p. S^JSSS, Hems.) 
btin« out still more forcibly the confusion here indicated. 

® Ovid, Fasti, vi. 6-20 — 

" Fas mihl tinecipoe vuUus vidisse Deocum, 

Vel quia aum vates, Tel. quia sacra cano . . , 

. . . Ecce Deaa vidi . . . 

Homietam, tacitoqueaniniumpaUatafatebar: 

' Cum Dee, quos reett, ausMlit ipsa metns. 

Namque ait— O rates, Romani coadltor aimi, 

Ause per exiguot magna refene modus ; 

Jus titii fecisti numeacoelestevidendi, 

Cum placuit nuroecis condere festa tuis." 
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allegorising tendency; and there are doubtless some others, 
though not specially assignable, which contain portions of 
matter of fact, or names of real persons, embodied in them. 
But such matter of fact cannot be verified by any intrinsic 
mark, nor are we entitled to presume its existence in any given 
case unless some collateral evidence can be produced. 

2. We are not warranted in applying to the mythical world 
the rules either of historical credibility or chronological sequence. 
Its personages are gods, heroes, and men, in constant juxtar 
position and reciprocal sympathy ; men too, of whom we know 
a large proportion to be fictitious, and of whom we can never 
ascertain how many may have been real. No series of such 
personages can serve as materials for chronological calculation. 

3. The mythes were originally produced in an age which had 
no records, no philosophy, no criticism, no canon of belief, and 
scarcely any tincture either of astronomy or geography — but 
which, on the other hand, was full of religious faith, distingui.shed 
for quick and susceptible imagination, seeing personal agents 
where we look only for objects and coimecting laws ; — an age 
moreover eager for new narrative, accepting with the unconscious 
impressibility of children (the question of truth or falsehood 
being never formally raised) all which ran in harmony with its 
pre-existing feelings, and penetrable by inspired prophets and 
poets in the same proportion that it was indifferent to positive 
evidence. To such hearers did the primitive poet or story- 
teller address himself. It was the glory of his productive 
genius to provide suitable narrative expression for the faith and 
emotions which he shared in common with them, and the ricli 
stock of Grecian mythes attests' how admirably he performed 
his task. As the gods and the heroes formed the conspicuous 
object of national reverence, so the mythes were partly divine, 
partly heroic, partly both in one.^ The adventures of Achilles, 
Helen, and DiomSdfis, of CEdipus and Adrastus, of Meleager 
and Althaea, of Jas6n and the Arg6, were recounted by the 
same tongues and accepted with the same unsuspecting confi- 
dence, as those of Apollo and Artemis, of ArSs and Aphrodite, 
of Poseiddn and HfiraklSs. 

^ The fourth Eclogue of Virgil, under the form of a propheew, gives a 
faithful picture of the heroic arid divine past, to which the legends of Troy 
and the Aigonauts belonged — 

" Ills Befim vltam acciplet, Divisquo videbit 
PermbetiH heross,” &c. 

“Alter erit turn Tlphys et sltem qiue vehet Atgo 
Delectos heroes : erunt etleni altem belle, 

Atque ilerum ad Trolam megnus mittetnr AcMIls'- '' 
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4. The time however came when this plausibility ceased to 
be complete. The Grecian mind made an important advance, 
socially, ethically, and intellectually. Philosophy and history 
were constituted, prose writing and chronological records became 
familiar j a canon of belief more or less critical came to be tacitly 
recognised. Moreover superior men profited more largely by 
the stimulus, and contracted habits of judging different from 
the vulgar: the god Elenchus^ (to use a personification of 
Menander) the giver and prover of truth, descended into their 
minds. Into the new intellectual medium, thus altered in its 
elements and no longer uniform in its quality, the mythes de- 
scended by inheritance; but they were found, to a certain 
extent, out of harmony even with the feelings of the people, 
and altogether dissonant with those of instructed men. Yet 
the most superior Greek was still a Greek, cherishing the com- 
mon reverential sentiment towards the foretime of his country. 
Though he could neither believe nor respect the mythes as they 
stood, he was under an imperious mental necessity to transform 
them into a state worthy of his belief and respect. Whilst the 
literal mythe still continued to float among the poets and the 
people, critical men interpreted, altered, decomposed and added, 
untu they found something which satisfied their minds as a sup- 
posed real basis. They manufactured some dogmas of supposed 
original philosophy, and a long series of fancied history and 
chronology, retaining the mythical names and generations, even 
when they were obliged to discard or recast the mythical events. 
The interpreted mythe was thus promoted into a reality, while 
the literal mythe was degraded into a fiction.® 

1 Laden, Fseadol. c. 4, napaxXiiT^os fiiiiv rSv MsydySpou rpoKdyay ets, 
i ^(Aoi TTo^/Sijvf? 9 ehs, o 6 x i imuiirwras r&y ivl ri/y 

(Titiiyfiy iyafiatydyray. (See Heineke ad Menandr, p. 284.) 

^ The following passage from Dr. Ferguson’s Essay on Civil Sodety 
(part ii, sect. i. p. 126) bears well on the subject before us — 

“ If conjectures and opinions formed at a distance have not a sufficient 
authority in the history of mankind, the domesU’c antiquities of every nation 
must for this very reason be received with caution. They are for the most 
part the mere conjectures or the fictions of subsequent ages and even where 
at first they contained some resemblance of truth, they still vary with the 
imagination of those by whom they were transmitted, and in every genera- 
tion receive a different form. They are made to bear the stamp of the 
times through which Urey have ps^sed in the form of tradition, not of 

the ages to which their pretended descriptions relate. When 

traditionaty fables are rehearsed by the vulgar, they bear the marks of 
a national character, and though mixed with absurdities, often raise the 
imagination and move the heart : when made the materials of poetry, and 
adorned by the skill and the eloquence of an ardent and superior lolnd, 
they instruct the understanding as well as enimge the passions. It is oiily 
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The habit of distinguishing the interpreted from the literal 
mythe has passed from the literary men of antiquity to those of 
the modern world, who have for the most part construed the 
divine mythes as allegorised philosophy, and the heroic mythes 
as exaggerated, adorned, and over-coloured history. The early 
ages of Greece have thus been peopled with quasi-historical 
persons and quasi-historical events, all extracted from the 
mythes after making certain allowances for poetical ornament. 
But we must not treat this extracted product as if it were the 
original substance. We cannot properly understand it except 
by viewing it in connexion with the literal mythes out of which 
it was obtained, in their primitive age and appropriate medium, 
before the superior minds had yet outgrown the common faith 
in an all-personified Nature, and learned to restrict the divine 
free-agency by the supposition of invariable physical laws. It 
is in this point of view that the mythes are important for any 
one who would correctly appreciate the general tone of Grecian 
thought and feeling ; for they were the universal mental stock 
of the Hellenic vvorld — common to men and women, rich and 
poor, instructed and ignorant ; they were in every one’s memory 
and in every one’s mouth, ^ while science and history were 

in the management of mere antiquaries, or stript of the ornaments which 
the laws of history forbid them to wear, that they become unfit emito amme 
the fancy or to serve any purpose tehatever, 

“It were absurd to quote the fable of the Iliad or the Odyssey, the legends 
of Hercules, Theseus and CEdipus, os authorities in matters of fact relating 
to the history of mankind ; but they may, with great justice, be cited to 
ascertain what were the conceptions and sentiments of the age in which 
they were composed, or to characterise the genius of that people with whose 
imaginations they were blended, and by whom they were fondly rehearsed 
and admired. In this manner fiction may be admitted to vouch for the 
genius of nations, while history has nothing to offer worthy of credit.” 

To the same purpose M. Paulin Paris (in his Leltre it M. H. de Mon- 
merqud, prefixed to the Roman de Berte aux Grans Fids, Paris, 1836), 
respecting the ‘ tomans * of the Middle Ajjes : — “ Pour bien connattre 
I'bistolre du moyen fige, non pas celle des faits, mais celle des moeurs qui 
rendent les faits vraisemhlables, it faut I’avoir dludide d.ans les romans, et 
voili pourquoi I’Histoire de France n’est pas encore fnite.” (p. xxi.) 

^ A ennous evidence of the undi minified popularity of the Grecian 
mythes, to the exclusion even of recent history, is preserved by Vopiscus 
at the beginning of his Life of Aurelian. 

The prmfect of the city of Rome, Junius Tiberiamis, took Vopiscus into 
his carriap on the festival-day of the Hilaria ; he was connected by the 
ties of relationship with Aurelian, who had died about a generation 
before — and as the carriage passed by the splendid temple of the Sun, 
which Aurelian had consecrated, he asked Vopiscus, what aiitlior had 
written the Life of that emperor? To which Vopiscus replied, that he 
liad read some Greek works which touched upon Aurelian, but nothing in 
Latin. Whereat the venerable prsefect was profoundly vrieved: “IJul'. 
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confined to comparatively few. We know from Thucydides how 
erroneously and carelessly the Athenian public of his day re- 
tained the history of Peisistratus, only one century past j ^ but 
the adventures of the gods and heroes, the numberless ex- 
planatory legends attached to visible objects and periodical 
ceremonies, were the theme of general talk, and any man 
unacqnainted with them would have found himself partially 
excluded from the sympathy of his neighbours. The theatrical 
representations, exhibited to the entire city population and 
listened to with enthusiastic interest, both presupposed and 
perpetuated acquaintance with the great lines of heroic fable. 
Indeed in later times even the pantomimic dancers embraced 
in their representations the whole field of mythical incident, 
and their immense success proves at once how popular and 
how well-known such subjects were. The names and attributes 
of the heroes were incessantly alluded to in the way of illustra- 
tion, to point out a consoling, admonitory, or repressive moral : 
the simple mention of any of them sufficed to call up in every 
one’s mind the principal events of his life, and the poet or 
rhapsode could thus calculate on touching chords not less 
familiar than su.sceptible.* 

orem geniilQa soi vir sancCus per hsec verba profudit ; — Ergo Thersitem, 
Siitanem, cateramie ilia frodi^a vetustatis, et no! ime sdmUi el fasten 
frequesiiahmi; divum Aurclianum, clarissinium prindpem, severissimum 
Iniperalorem, per quern totus Romano nomini orbis est reslilntus, posteii 
nescient? Dcus avertat banc amentiaml Et tamen, si bene memini, 
cpliumcridos illius viri scriptas habemus,” &c. (HistoriEc August. Scriptt. 
p. 209, ed. Salmns.) 

This impressive remonstmnce produced the Life ol Aurelian by Vopiscua 
The materials seem to have been ample and authentic ; it is to w regretted 
that they did not fall into the hands of an author qualified to turn them to 
belter account. * Thuryd. vi. 56. 

Pausan. i. 3, 3. hiyerm /iia tii nai tWa aix irapi roTs iraXXois, 

aTa tirraplas hvsiKioii oSiri, Kal 6 sr 6 <ra ^kbvov fbBhs ix walSuy tv re x^pais eal 
rpayifSlait vtarii siyavplvais, &c. 'The treatise of Eucian, De Saltatione, 
is a curious proof how much these mythes were in everyone’s memory, and 
how large the range of Icnowledge of them was which a good dancer 
possessed (see particularly 0. 76-79, t. ii p. 308-310, Hemst.)# 

Antiphanes ap. Athense. vi. p. 223 — 

TAcLKifnov limy ^ rpayuSia 
voCiffLO. Kard. ¥• ‘trp&roy qI mjoi 

iwo T&v 0 «afuv •\vw lyvy»p^<rp.ivov 
irplv jcat TH?' timlir <t>$ dvrofxv^crai ii6ih>v 
OldftrovK yd.p &v w 

rA 8* fravr’ limarv 6 A<£Eb9i 

pi^Tjjp *XoK6.tmj, Svyarlptf, iroZfif; rCvts* 

H o8ro9i rC mwobitttv, *‘Av vd\uf 

clirp m 'AAiwat6)i/a, jcai ret muAla 
irdvT* eii'tfdv ctppx'i pAy*X9 iw4tcTOV€ 
rnv p'prtfp'* ayaMueruv 8* ''ASpaarot tb 04 m 

8' air«wVf &C> 


VOT IT, 


H 
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A similar effect was produced by the multiplied religious 
festivals and processions, as well as by the oracles and prophecies 
which circulated in every city. The annual departure of the 
Thedric ship from Athens to the sacred island of Ddlos, kept 
alive in the minds of Athenians generally, the legend of Thdseus 
and his adventurous enterprise in Krfite : ^ and in like manner 

The lirst pages of the eleventh Oration of Dio Chi-ysostom contain some 
striking pass^es both os to the universal acquaintance with the tnythes, 
and as to their extreme popularity (Or. xi. p. 307-312, Reisk.). See also 
the commencement of Heraklidfs, De Allegoria Homeried (ap. Scriptt. 
M^h. ed. Gale, p. 408), about the familiarity with Homer. 

The Lydd of the poet Antimachus was composed for his own consola- 
tion under sorrow, by enumerating the fiputicis tTv/upopis (Flularch, Con- 
solat. ad ApollCn. c. 9, p. 106 : compare Alschines cont. ICtesiph. c. 48). 
A sepulchral inscription in Thdra, on the untimely death of Adm8lus, a 
youth of the heroic gens ./Sgidee, makes a touching allusion to his ancestors 
P£leus and Pher& (Boeckh, C. I. t. ii. p. 1087). 

A curious passage of Aristotle is preserved by D£m£lrius Phalerens 
(Tltpl 'Ep/itiPtlas, c. 144), — 'Oirfi yip aMri/s sal putri&riis tipi, ipt\op.vSiTepot 
yiyova (compare the parage in the Nikomachean Ethics, i. 9, ptoptiriit gal 
SreKvai). Stahr refers tins to a letter of Aristotle written in bis old age, 
the myUies being the consolation of his solitude (Aristotelia, i. p. 201^. 

For the employment of the mythical names and inddents as topics of 
pleasing and familiar commrison, see Menander, nept ’SviffeiKTis. § ir. 
capp, p and 1 1, ap. Walz. Coll, Rhetb t. ix. p. 283-294. The degree 
in which they passed into the ordinary ao^s of women is illustrated by a 
touebing migram contained among the Cman Inscriptions published in 
Boecirh's Collection (No. 2236) — 

Birrib xal Ccuvlr, itkn ^tp<l (0 ai vw^ptSti, 
a! ypcuiu, iMemup ipoO. 

'Ap^iirtpti KiSai, vourat yim—ib y\vii >7 tpBpn, 

Upht Mxpop f ^ioptp 

These two poor women were not afraid to boast of their family descent. 
They probably belonged to some noble gens which traced its origin to a 
god or a hero. About the songs of women, see also Agathias, i. 7, p, 29, 
cd. Bonn. 

In the family of the wealthy Athenian DemokratSs was a legend, that 
his primitive ancestor (son of Zeus by the daughter of the Archdgetfis of 
the dSme Aixdneis, to which he belonged) had received HStakl&s at his 
table ! this legend was so rife that the md women sung it , — dirtp a! ypaTai 
jlSautn (Plato, Lysis, p. 205). Compare also a legend of the a£me 
'Apayppovs, mentioned in Suidas ori' zrtK. 

“Who is this maiden?” asks Orestfis from Pyladis in the Iphigeneia in 
Tauris of Euripidds (662), respecting his sister Iphigeneia, whom he does 
not know as priestess of Artemis in a foreign land — 

Tfe lurlr V Ptims! bt 'BAATiviKur 
’Ap/jptff ipSt toA »’ ir ‘IMy irirovc 
Niovor r 'A^^aiur, t6v riv otopois 
KiXxapr', 'AxMius rtSyop.’, &c. 

. , , , iorlr ^ finj yfros 
'Ap^fa T>s, &c. 

^ Plato, Fhmdo, c. 2. 
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most of the other public rites and ceremonies were of a com- 
memorative character, deduced from some mythical person or 
incident familiarly known to natives, and forming to strangers 
a portion of the curiosities, of the place.^ During the period 
of Grecian subjection under the Romans, these curiosities, 
together with their works of art and their legends, were especially 
clung to as a set-off against present degra(^tion. The Theban 
citizen who found himself restrained from the liberty enjoyed 
by all other Greeks, of consulting Amphiariius as a prophet, 
though the sanctuary and chapel of the hero stood in his own 
city — could not be satisfied without a knowledge of the story 
which explained the origin of such prohibition,® and which 
conducted him back to the originally hostile relations between 
Amphiaraus and Thebes. Nor can we suppose among the 
citizens of Sikydn anything less than a perfect and reverential 
conception of the legend of ThSbes, when we read the account 
given by Herodotus of the conduct of the despot Kleisthenfis 
in regard to Adrastus and Melanippus.® The Troezenian youths 
and maidens,* who universally, when on the eve of marriage, 
consecrated an offering of their hair at the Herdon of Hippo- 
lytus, maintained a lively recollection of the legend of that 
unhappy recusant whom Aphroditd had so cruelly punished. 
Abundant relics preserved in many Grecian cities and temples 
served both as mementos and attestations of other legendary 
events j and the tombs of the heroes counted among the most 
powerful stimulants of mythical reminiscence. The sceptre of 
Pelops and Agamemndn, still preserved in the days of Pausanias 
at Chseroneia in Bmdtia, was the work of the god Hdphsestos. 
While many other alleged productions of the same divine hand 
were preserved in different cities of Greece, this is the only one 

* The Fhilopseudes of LucioD (t iii. p_. 31, Hemst. cap, 2, 3, 4} shows 
not only the pride which the general public of Athens and Thebes took in 
their old mythes (Triptolemus, Boreas and Oreithyia, the Spartij &c.), hut 
the way in which they treated every man who called the stories in question 
as a fool or as an atheist. He remarks that if the guides who showed the 
antiquities hod been restrained to tell nothing but what was true, they 
would have died of hunger ; for the visiting strangers would not care to 
hear plain truth, even if they could have got it for nothing OiqSi inurffl r&v 

iKoieiv ^SeXitvclvTaiv). 

* Herodot. viii. 134. 

* Herodot v. 6j. 

* Euripid. Hippolyt. 1424 j Pausan. ii. 32, i ; Lucian, De DeS Syrifl, 
c. 60, vol. iv. p. 287, Tauch. 

It is curious to see in the account of Pausanias how all the petty pecu- 
liarities of the objects around became connected with explanatory details 
(rrowinp- out of thu affectinv levctui. Compare Pausan, i 22, 2. 
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which Pausanias himself believed to be genuine : it had been 
carried by Elektra, daughter of Agamemndn, to Phbkis, and 
received divine honours from the citizens of Chmroneia.^ The 
spears of Meriongs and Odysseus were treasured up at Engyium 
in Sicily, that of Achilles at Phasglis; the sword of Memndn 
adorned the temple of AsklSpius at Nicomfedia ; and Pausanias, 
with unsuspecting confidence, adduces the two latter as proofs 
that the arms of the heroes were made of brass.® The hide of 
the Kalydonian boar was guarded and shown by the Tegeates 
as a precious possession ; the shield of Euphorbus was in like 
manner suspended in the temple of Branchidre near Milfetus, 
as well as in the temple of H&e in Argos. Visible relics of 
Epeius and Philoktetes were not wanting; moreover Strabo 
raises his voice with indignation against the numerous Palladia 
which were shown in different cities, each pretending to be the 
genuine image from Troy.® It would be impossible to specify 
the number of chapels, sanctuaries, solemnities, foundations of 
one sort or another, said to have been first commenced by 
heroic or mythical personages, — ^by HSraklfis, Jas6n, M^dea, 
Alkmaedn, Diomfid^s, Odysseus, Danaus and his daughters, 
&c. Perhaps in some of these cases particular critics might 
raise objections, but the great bulk of the people entertamed a 
firm and undoubted belief in the current legend. 

If we analyse the intellectual acquisitions of a common 
Grecian townsman, from the rude communities of Arcadia 
or Phdkis even up to the enlightened Athens, we shall find 
that, over and above the rules of art or capacities requisite for 
his daily wants, it consisted chiefly of the various mylhes con- 
nected with his gens, his city, his religious festivals and the 
mysteries in which he might have chosen to initiate himself, 
as well as with the works of art and the more striking natural 
objects which he might see around him — the whole set off and 
decorated by some knowledge of the epic and dramatic poets. 
Such was the intellectual and imaginative reach of an ordinary 
Greek, considered apart from the instructed few: it was an 
aggregate of religion, of social and patriotic retrospect, and of 
romantic fancy, blended into one indivisible faith. Aiid thus 

> Fausan. ix. 40, 6. 

’ Flutarch, Marcell. c. 20 ; Fausan. iii. 3, 6. 

• Fausan. viii. 46, i ; Diogen. La8r. viii. 5 ; Strabo, vi. p. 263 ; Appian, 
Bell. Mithiidat. c. 77 ; /Sschyl. Eumen. 3fo. 

Wachsmuth has collected the numerous citations out of Pausanias on 
this subject (Hellenische Alterlhumskunde, part ii. sect. 115, p. in). 

* Herodot. ii. 182 ; Plutarch, Pyrrh. c: 32 ; Sdiol. Apoll. lUiod. iv, 
1217 j Dioddr. iv. Sd. 
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the subjective value of the mythes, looking at them purely as 
elements of Grecian thought and feeling, will appear indisputably 
great, however little there may be of objective reality, either 
historical or philosophical, discoverable under them. 

We must not omit the incalculable importance of the mythes 
as stimulants to the imagination of the Grecian artist in sculp- 
ture, in painting, in carving, and in architecture. From the 
divine and heroic legends and personages were borrowed those 
paintings, statues, and reliefs, which rendered the temples, 
porticos, and public buildings, at Athens and elsewhere, objects 
of surpassing admiration. Such visible reproduction contri- 
buted again to fix the types of the gods and heroes familiarly 
and indelibly on the public mind.^ The figures delineated on 
cups and vases as well as on the walls of private houses were 
chiefly drawn from the same source — the mythes being the 
great storehouse of artistic scenes and composition. 

To enlarge on the characteristic excellence of Grecian art 
would here be out of place : I regard it only in so far as, having 
originally drawn its materials from the mythes, it reacted upon 
the mythical faith and imagination — the reaction imparting 
strength to the former as well as distinctness to the latter. To 
one who saw constantly before him representations of the 
battles of the Centaurs or the Amazons,® of the exploits per- 
formed by Perseus and Bellerophfin, of the incidents composing 
the Trojan war or the Kalydonian boar-hunt — the process of 
belief, even in the more fantastic of these conceptions, became 
easy in proportion as the conception was familiarised. And if 
any person had been slow to believe in the eflScacy of the 
prayers of uEakus, whereby that devout hero once obtained 
special relief from Zeus, at a moment when Greece was perish- 
ing from long-continued sterility — his doubts would probably 
vanish, when, on visiting the ASakeium at iEgina, there were 
exhibited to him the statues of the very envoys who had come 
on the behalf of the distressed Greeks to solicit that ^Eakus 
would pray for them.® A Grecian temple * was not simply a 
place of worship, but the actual dwelling-place of a god, who 

^ 'HfuSiup ipercus, the subjects of the works of Poly^otus at Athens 
(Melanthius, ap. Plutarch. Cimdn. c. 4) ; compare Theocnt, xvr 138. 

® The Centauromachia and the Amazoaomachia are constantly associated 
together in the ancient Grecian reliefs (see the Expedition Scientifique _de 
Morie, t, ii, p. 16, in the explanation of the temple of Apollo Epikureius 
at Phigaleia). 

® Fausan. ii. 29, 6. 

* Ernst Curtins, Die Akropolis von Athen, Berlin, 1844, p. 18. Amo- 
bins ailv., Gentes, vi. p. ao^ , ed.,Eimenhorsb 
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was believed to be introduced by the solemn dedicatory cere- 
mony, and whom the imagination of the people identified in 
the most intimate manner with his statue. The presence or 
removal of the statue was conceived as identical with that of 
the being represented — and while the statue was solemnly 
washed, dressed, and tended with all the respectful solicitude 
which would have been bestowed upon a real person,^ mira- 
culous tales were often rife respecting the manifestation of real 
internal feeling in the wood and the marble. At perilous or 
critical moments, the statue was aflSrmed to have sweated, to 
have wept, to have closed its eyes, or brandished the spear in 
Its hands, in token of sympathy or indignation.* Such legends, 
springing up usually in times of suffering and danger, and find- 
ing few men bold enough openly to contradict them, ran in 
complete harmony with the general mythical faith, and tended 
to strengthen it in all its various ramifications. The renewed 
activity of the god or hero both brought to mind and accredited 
the pre-existing mythes connected with his name. When Boreas, 

^ See the case of the ^ginetans lending the Vahids for a time to the 
Thebans (Herodot. v. So), who soon however returned them s likewise 
sending the i^akids to the battle of Salamis (viii, 6^-80). The Spartans, 
when they decreed that only one of their two kings should be out on 
military service, decreed at tne same time that only one of the Tyndarids 
should go out with them (v. 75) : they once lent the Tyndarids as cuds to 
the envoys of Epizephyrion Locri, who prepared for them a couch on 
hoard their ship (Dioddr. Excerpt, xvi. p. 15, Dindorf). The Thebans 
grant their hero Melani{}pus to KleisthenEs of Sikydn (v. 68). Wliat was 
sent must probably have been a consecrated copy of the genuine statue. 

Respecting the solemnities practised towards the statues, see Plutarch, 
Alkibjod. ^4 ; Kallimach. Hymn, ad Lavacr, Palladis, init. with the note 
of Spanheim; K. O. Muller, Archseologie der ICunst, § 69; compare 
Plutarch, Question. Romaic. § 61, p. 279; and Tacit. Mor. Germ. c. 40; 
Bioddr. xvii., 4^. 

The manner in which the real presence of a hero was identified with his 
statue {rhi> fiicaiai' Set Sehv OfKoi /Uptiy gA^oma robs ISfvnivavs, — Menan- 
der, Fragm. 'HpIox«s, P. 71 , Meineke), consecrated ground, and oracle, is 
nowhere more powerlully attested than in the HeroYca of Philostiatus 
cap, 2-20, p. 674-692; also De 'Vib Apolldn. Tyan. iv. n), respecting 
Frdtesilans at Elseus, Ajax at the Aianteium, and Hecldr at Ilium : Frd- 
tesilaus appeared exactly in the equipment of his statue, — x\a/tiiSa ipTjvTai, 
rhp &€TTa\iKbp rpdgoPf &gr*p «a\ rb S/yah/ia tovto (p. 674). The 
presence and sympathy of the hero Lykns is essential to the satisfaction of 
the Athenian dikasts (Aristophan, vesp. 389-820) : the fragment of 
Lucitius quoted by Lactantius, De Faisfi Religione (i. 22), is curious, — 
Tots ijpuiri ToU Karct rb” wdAii' koI Hlo ISpvfiipots (Lykurgns cont. 
l^eolcmt. c. l). 

* Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 12 ; Strabo, vi. p. 264. Theophrastus treats 
the perspiration as a natural phisnomenon in the statues made al cedar- 
wood (Histor. Plant, v. 10). Plutarch discusses the credibility of this sort 
of miracles in his Life of Coriolanus, c. 37-38, 
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during the invasion of Greece by Xerxes and in compliance 
with the fervent prayers of the Athenians, had sent forth a 
providential storm to the irreparable damage of the Persian 
armada,^ the sceptical minority (alluded to by Plato) who 
doubted the mythe of Boreas and Oreithyia, and his close con- 
nexion thus acquired with Erechtheus and the Erechtheids 
generally, must for the time have been reduced to absolute 
silence. 


CHAPTER XVII 

THE GRECIAN MYTHICAL VEIN COMPARED WITH THAT OF 
MODERN EUROPE 

I HAVE already remarked that the existence of that popular 
narrative talk, which the Germans express by the significant word 
Sage or Volks-Sage^ in a greater or less degree of perfection or 
development, is a phsenomenon common to almost all stages 
of society and to almost all quarters of the globe. It is the 
natural effusion of the unlettered, imaginative and believing 
man, and its maximum of influence belongs to an early state of 
the human mind : for the multiplication of recorded facts, the 
diffusion of positive science, and the formation of a critical 
standard of belief, tend to discredit its dignity and to repress its 
easy and abundant flow. It supplies to the poet both materials 
to recombine and adorn, and a basis as well as a stimulus for 
further inventions of his own j and this at a time when the poet 
is religious teacher, historian, and philosopher, all in one — ^not, 
as he becomes at a more advanced period, the mere purveyor 
of avowed, though interesting, fiction. 

Such popular stories, and such historical songs (meaning by 
historical simply that which is accepted as history) are found in 
most quarters of the globe, and especially among the Teutonic 

^ Herodot. vii. 189. Compare the gratitude of the Megalopolitans to 
Boreas for having preserved them from the attack of the Lacedsemonian 
kiog Agis (Fausan. viii, ay, 4— vili. 36, 4). When the Ten Thousand 
Greeks were on their retreat through the cold mountains of Armenia, 
Boreas blew in their faces “parching and freezing intolerably,” One of 
the prophets recommended that a sa«ifice should he ofiered to Wm, which 
was done, “and the painful effect of the wind appeared to every one 
forthwi th to cease in a marked manner ” (sal irSn Sir nepi^yas (tg(f Mffai 
rh xeArviv toS iryei/tans, — Xenoph. Anab. iv. 5, 3). 
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and Celtic populations of early Europe. The old Gothic songs 
were cast into a continuous history by the historian Ablavius j i 
and the poems of the Germans respecting Tuisto the earth-born 
god, his son Mannus, and his descendants the cponyms of the 
various German tribes,® as they are briefly described by Tacitus, 
remind us of Hesiod, or Eumfelus, or the Homeric Hymns. 
Jacob Grimm, in his learned and valuable Deutsche Mythologie, 
has exhibited copious evidence of the great fundamental ana- 
logy, along with many special diflFerences, between the German, 
Scandinavian arid Grecian mythical world ; and the Disserta- 
tion of Mr. Price (prefixed to his edition of Warton’s History of 
English Poetry) sustains and illustrates Grimm’s view. The 
same personifying imagination — the same ever-present con- 
ception of the will, sympathies, and antipathies of the gods 
as the producing causes of plimnomena, and as distinguished 
from a course of nature with its invariable sequence — the same 
relations between gods, heroes and men, with the like difficulty 
of discriminating the one from the other in many individual 
names — a similar wholesale transfer of human attributes to the 
gods, with the absence of human limits and liabilities — a like 
belief in Nymphs, Giants, and other beings neither gods nor 
men — the same coalescence of the religious with the patriotic 
feeling and faith — these are positive features common to the 
early Greeks with the early Germans : and the negative con- 
ditions of the two are not less analogous — the absence of prose 
writing, positive records, and scientific culture. The prelim- 
inary basis and encouragements for the mythopoeic faculty were 
thus extremely similar. 

But though the prolific forces were tire same in kind, the 
results were very diflerent in degree, and the developing cir- 
cumstances were more diflerent still. 

First, the abundance, the beauty, and the long continuance 
of early Grecian poetry, in the purely poetical age, is a phse- 
nomenon which has no parallel elsewhere. 

Secondly, the transition of the Greek mind from its poetical 
to its comparatively positive state was self-operated, accom- 
plished by its own inherent and expansive force — aided indeed, 
but by no means either impressed or provoked, from without. 

' Joinoades, De Kcb. Geticis, cap. 4-6. 

* Tacit. Mot. German. 0. 2 . “ Celebrant carminibus antiquis, quod unum 
apud eos memoriee et aimalium genus est, Tuislonem Deum Icird editum, 
et filium Mannum, originem gentis conditoresqne. Quidam licentift 
vetustatis, plures Deo ortos, pluresque geulis appellationes, Marsos, 
Gambrivios, Suevos, Vandaliosque affirmant; eaque vem et anliqua 

nomiTiB-” 
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From the poetry of Homer, to the history of Thucydides and 
the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle, was a prodigious step, 
but it was the native growth of the Hellenic youth into an 
Hellenic man ; and what is of still greater moment, it was 
brought about without breaking the thread either of religious 
or patriotic tradition — without any coercive innovation or 
violent change in the mental feelings. The legendary world, 
though the ethical judgements and rational criticisms of 
superior men had outgrown it, still retained its hold upon their 
feelings as an object of affectionate and reverential retrospect. 

Far different from this was the development of the early 
Germans. We know little about their early poetry, but we shall 
run no risk of error in affirming that they had nothing to com- 
pare with either Iliad or Odyssey. Whether, if left to them- 
selves, they would have possessed sufficient progressive power 
to make a step similar to that of the Grades, is a question which 
we cannot answer. Their condition, mental as well as political, 
was violently changed by a foreign action from without. The 
influence of the Roman empire introduced artificially among 
them new institutions, new opimons, habits and luxuries, and, 
above all, a new religion ; the Romanised Germans becoming 
themselves successively the instruments of this revolution with 
regard to such of their brethren as still remained heathens. It 
was a revolution often brought about by penal and coercive 
means : the old gods Thor and Woden were formally deposed 
and renounced, their images were crumbled into dust, and the 
sacred oaks of worship and prophecy hewn down. But even 
where conversion was the fruit of preaching and persuasion, 
it did not the less break up all the associations of a German 
with respect to that mythical world which he called his past, 
and of which the ancient gods constituted both the charm and 
the sanctity : he had now only the alternative of treating them 
either as men or as daemons.^ That mked religious and patriotic 

' On the hostile influence exercised by the change of relison on the old 
Scandinavian poetry, see an interesting article of Jacob Grimm in the 
Gottingen Gelehrte Anzeigen, Feb. l8^, p. 268-273 ; a review of Olaf 
Ttyggvson’s Saga. The article JSeUtn in his Deutsche Mythologie is also 
full m instruction on the same subject s see also the Kinleitung to the book, 
p. II, 2nd edition. ... 

A similar observation has been made with respect to the old mythes or 
the pagan Russians ty Eichhoff; — “L’dtablissement du Christianisme, ce 
sage dn bonheur des nations, fntvivement appiidi par les Russes,_qui 
dans lenr juste reconnaissance, le personnifi&rent dans un b6ros. Vladimir 
le Grand, ami des arts, protecteur de la religion qu’il proteges, et dont les 
fruits firent oublier les &utes, devint I’Aitnus et le Charlemagne de la 
Russie, et ses bauts &its iiirent un mythe national qui domina tons ceux du 
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retrospect, formed by the coalescence of piety with ancestral 
feeling, which constituted the appropriate sentiment both of 
Greeks and of Germans towards their unrecorded antiquity, 
was among the latter banished by Christianity : and while the 
root of the old mythes was thus cankered, the commemorative 
ceremonies and customs with which they were connected, either 
lost their consecrated character or disappeared altogether. 
Moreover new influences of great importance were at the same 
time brought to bear. The Latin language, together with some 
tinge of Latin literature — the habit of writing and of recording 
present events — the idea of a systematic law and pacific adjudi- 
cation of disputes, — all these formed a part of the general work- 
ing of Roman civilisation, even after the decline of the Roman 
empire, upon the Teutonic and Celtic tribes. A class of 
specially-educated men was formed upon a Latin basis and 
upon Christian principles, consisting too almost entirely of 
priests, who were opposed, as well by motives of rivalry as by 
religious feeling, to the ancient bards and storytellers of the 
community. The “ lettered men ” ^ were constituted apart from 
“ the men of story,” and Latin literature contributed along with 
religion to sink the mythes of untaught heathenism. Charle- 
magne indeed, at the same time that he employed aggressive 
and violent proceedings to introduce Christianity among the 
Saxons, also took special care to commit to writing and preserve 
the old heathen songs. But there can be little doubt that this 
step was the suggestion of a large and enlightened understanding 
peculiar to himself. The disposition general among lettered 
Christians of that age is more accurately represented by his son 
Louis le Ddbonnaire, who, having learnt these songs as a boy, 
came to abhor them when he arrived at mature years, and could 
never be induced either to repeat or tolerate them.® 

paganistne. Antour de lul se grou^irent ces guerriers aux formes athl^tiques, 
au coeur gin^renx, dont la po^sie aime k entourer le hcrceau mystdrienx 
des petiples ; et les exploits du vaiUant Dobiinia, de Rogdai, d’llia, de 
Curilo, anim^rent les ballades nationales, et vivent encore dans de nalfs 
r^cits." (Elclihoflf, Ilistoire de la Langue et Litt^ratnre des Slaves, Paris, 
l839jpart iii. ch. a, p. 190.) 

This distinction is curiously brought to view by Saxo Grammaticus, 
where he says of an Englishman named Lucas, that he was ** literis quidem 
tenuiter instructus, sed historiarura scienlid apprime eruditus” (p. 330, 
apud Dahimann’s Hislorische Forschungen, vol. 1. p. tyd). 

^ Barbara et antiquissima carmina (says Eginhart in his Life of Charle- 
m^e), quibus veterum regum actus et bclla conebantur, conscripsit.” 

The^nus says of Louis le Ddbonnaire, ‘'Poetica carmina gentilia, qiise 
in juventute didicerat, respuit, nec legere, nec audire, nec docere, voluit.” 
(De Gestis Lndovici Imperatoris ap. Pithcenm, p. 304, c. xix.) 
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According to the old heathen faith, the pedigree of the 
Saxon, Anglian, Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish kings,— prob- 
ably also those of the German and Scandinavian kings 
generally, — was traced to Odin, or to some of his immediate 
companions or heroic sons.^ I have already observed that the 
value of these genealogies consisted not so much in their 
length, as in the reverence attached to the name serving as 
primitive source. After the worship attached to Odin had 
been extinguished, the genealogical line was lengthened up to 
Japhet or Noah — and Odin, no longer accounted worthy to 
stand at the top, was degraded into one of the simple human 
members of it.^ And we find this alteration of the original 

* See Grimm’.s Deutsche Mythologie, art. Belitn, p. 356, and edit. 
I-Iengist and Horsa were fourth in (^cent from Odin (Venerable Bede, 
Hist. i. 15). Thiodolff, the Scald of Harold Haarfager king of Norway, 
traced the pedigree of his sovereign through thirty generations toYngarfrey, 
the son of Niord companion of Odin at Upsal ; the kings of Upsal were 
called Ynglinger, and the son of ThiodolIT, Ynglingatal(Dahlmann, Histor. 
Forschung. i. p. 379). Eyvind, another Scald a century after\rards, 
deduced the pedigree of Jarl Hacon from Saming son of Yngwifrey (p. 
381). Are Frode, the Icelandic historian, carried up his own genealogy 
through thirty-six generations to Yngwe } a genealogy which Torfeus 
accepts ns trustworthy, opposing it to the line of kings given by Saxo 
Gnimmaticus (p. 352). Torfreus makes Harold Haarfagn a descendant 
from Odin through twenty-seven generations j Alfred of England through 
twenty-three generations ; Offa of Mercia through fifteen (p. 362). See 
also the translation by Lange of P. A. MtUler’s Saga Bibhothek, Introd. 
p. xxviii. and the genealogical tables prefixed to Snorro Sturluson’s Edda. 

Mr. Sharon Turner conceives the human existence of Odin to be distinctly 
poved, seemingly upon the same evidence as EuSmerus believed in the 
numan existence of Zeus (History of the Anglo-Saxons, Appendix to b. ii, 
oh. ^ p. 219, sth edit.). 

3 Dmmann, Histor. Forschung. t. i. p. 390. There is a valuable article 
on this subject in the Zeitschrift fifr Gescbichts Wissenschaft (Berlin, vol. i. 
p. 237-282) by Stuhr, " Uber einige Hauptfragen des Ndrdischen Alter- 
thums,” wherein the writer illustrates both the strong motive and the 
effective tendency, on the part of the Christian clergy who had to deal with 
these newly-converted Teutonic pagans, to Euemense the old gods, and to 
represent a genealogy, which they were unable to efface from men’s minds, 
as if it consSted only of mere men. 

Mr. John Kemble (Uber die Slammtafel der Westsachsen, w. Stuhr. p. 
254) remarks, that ''nobilitas ” among that people consistedf in descent 
from Odin and the other gods. _ 

Colonel Sleeman also deals in the same manner with the religions 
legends of the Hindoos — so natural is the proceeding of Eu8merus, 
towards any relimon in which a cridc does not believe — 

“ They (the iflndoos) of course think that the incarnations of their thrM 
great divinities were beings infinitely superior to prophets, being in all their 
attributes and prerogatives equal to the divinities themselves. Sit/ m 
are iispased to think that these incantath'ns were nothing more than great 
wen wham their fiatterers and j^e/s have exalted into eods — this was the 
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mythical genealogies to have taken place even among the 
Scandinavians, although the introduction of Christianity was in 
those parts both longer deferred, so as to leave time for a more 
ample development of the heathen poetical vein — and seems to 
have created a less decided feeling of antipathy (especially in 
Iceland) towards the extinct faith.^ The poems and tales com- 
posing the Edda, though first committed to writing after the 
period of Christianity, do not present the ancient gods in a 
point of view intentionally odious or degrading. 

The transposition above alluded to, of the genealogical root 
from Odin to Noah, is the more worthy of notice, as it illus- 
trates the genuine character of these genealogies, and shows 
that they sprung, not from any erroneous historical data, but 
from the turn of the religious feeling; also that their true 
value is derived from their being taken entire, as connecting 
the existing race of men with a divine original. If we could 
imagine that Grecian paganism had been superseded by 
Christianity m the year 500 B.C., the great and venerated 
gentile genealogies of Greece would have undergone the like 
modification j the Herakleids, Pelopids, ./Eakids, Asklepiads, 
&c. would have been merged in some larger aggregate branch- 
ing out from the archeology of the Old Testament. The old 
heroic legends connected with these ancestral names would 
either have been forgotten, or so transformed as to suit the 
new vein of thought ; for the altered worship, ceremonies, and 
customs would have been altogether at variance with them, 
and the mythical feeling would have ceased to dwell upon 
those to whom prayers were no longer offered. If the oak of 
Ddddna had been cut down, or the Thedric ship bad ceased 
to be sent from Athens to D6I0S, the mythes of Theseus and of 
the two black doves would have lost their pertinence, and died 
away. As it was, the change from Homer to Thucydides and 
Aristotle took place internally, gradually, and imperceptibly. 
Philosophy and history were superinduced in the minds of the 

?oaj' *■« which mm modi their gods in ancient Greece and Egypt . — ^AU that 
tlie poets have sung of the actions of these men is now received as revelation 
from heaven : though nothing can be more monstrons than the actions ascribed 
to die best incarnation, Krishna, of the best of the gods, Vishnoo.” (Sleeman, 
Kambles and Kecollecdons of an Indian Official, vol. i. ch. viii. p. 61.) 

> See P. E. Muller, Uber den Ursprung und Verfall der Isfttndischen 
Historiographie, p. 63. 

In the Leitfaden zur Ndrdischen AUerthumskunde, p. 4-5 (Copenhagen, 
1837), is an instructive summary of the different schemes of interpretation 
applied to the northern mythes ; I. the historical ; 2. the geographical ; 
3. die astronomical ; 4. the physical ; 4. die allep-orical. 
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superior few, but the feelings of the general public continued 
unshaken — ^the sacred objects remained the same both to the 
eye and to the heart — and the worship of the ancient gods 
was even adorned by new architects and sculptors who greatly 
strengthened its imposing effect. 

While then in Greece the mythopoeic stream continued in 
the same course, only with abated current and influence, in 
modern Europe its ancient bed was blocked up and it was 
turned into new and divided bhanncls. The old religion, — 
though as an ascendent faith, unanimously and publicly mani- 
fested, it became extinct, — still continued in detached scraps 
and fragments, and under various alterations of name and 
form. The heathen gods and goddesses, deprived as they 
were of divinity, did not pass out of the recollection and fears 
of their former worshippers but were sometimes represented 
(on principles like those of Euemerus) as having been eminent 
and glorious men — sometimes degraded into dsemons, magi- 
cians, elfs, fairies and other supernatural agents, of an inferior 
grade and generally mischievous cast. Christian writers such 
as Saxo Grammaticus and Snorro Sturlcson committed to 
writing the ancient oral songs of the Scandinavian Scalds, and 
digested the events contained in them into continuous narrative 
— ^performing in this respect a task similar to that of the 
Grecian logographers Pherekydfis and Hellanikus, in reference 
to Hesiod and the Cyclic poets. But while Pherekydfis and 
Hellanikus compiled under the influence of feelings substan- 
tially the same as those of the poets on whom they bestowed 
their care, the Christian logographers felt it their duty to point 
out the Odin and Thor of the old Scalds as evil daemons, or 
cunning enchanters who had fascinated the minds of men into 
a false belief in their divinity.’^ In some cases the heathen 

^ “ Interea tamen homines Christiani in numina non credant ethnica, nec 
alilcr lidem narrationibus hisce adstruere vel adhibere debent, quam in 
libii hiijus proocmio monitum est de causis et occasionibus cur et qnomodo 
genus humanum a verd fide nberraverit.” (Extract from the Prose Edda, 
p. 75, in the Lexicon Mythologicum ad calcem Eddce Smmnnd. vol. iii. 
p. 3S7, Coponhag. edit.) 

A similar warning is to be found in another ^ssge cited by F. E. 
Muller, Uber den XJrsprung und Veifail der IslSnaischen Hisloriogt^hie, 
p. 138, Copenhagen, 1813 j compare the Prologue to the Prose Edda, 
p. 6, and Mallet, Introduction H I’liistoire de Dannemarc, ch. vii. p. 114- 

*33. „ . 

Saxo Grammaticus represents Odm sometimes as a magician, sometimes 
as an evil dtemon, sometimes as a high-priest, or pontiiF of heathenism, who 
imposed so powerfully upon the people around him as to receive divine 
honours. Thor also is treated as having been an evil dsemon. (See Lexicon 
Mythoiomc. rtf mpra, pp. 567, giS-) 
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recitals and ideas were modified so as to suit Christian feeling. 
But when preserved without such a change, they exhibited 
themselves palpably, and were designated by their compilers, 
as at variance with the religious belief of the people, and as 
associated either with imposture or with evil spirits. 

A new vein of sentiment had arisen in Europe, unsuitable 
indeed to the old mythes, yet leaving still in force the demand 
for mythical narrative generally. And this demand was satis- 
fied, speaking generally, by two classes of narratives, — the 
legends of the Catholic Saints and the Romances of Chivalry, 
corresponding to two types of character, both perfectly accom- 
modated to the feelings of the time, — the saintly ideal and the 
chivalrous ideal. 

Both these two classes of narmtive correspond, in character 
as well as in general purpose, to the Grecian mythes, — ^being 
stories accepted as realities, from their full conformity with the 
predispositions and deep-seated faith of an uncritical audience, 
and prepared beforehand by their authors, not with any refer- 
ence to the conditions of historical proof, but for the purpose 
of calling forth sympathy, emotion, or reverence. The type of 
the saintly character belongs to Christianity, being the history 
of Jesus Christ as described in the Gospels, and that of the 
prophets in the Old Testament ; whilst the lives of holy men, 
who acquired a religious reputation from the fourth to the 
fourteenth century of the Christian sera, were invested with 
attributes, and illustrated with ample details, tending to 

Respecting the function of Snorro us logograplier, see Prsefat. ad Eddam, 
ut supra, p. xi. He is much more faitliful, and less unfriendly to the old 
religion, than the other logographers of the ancient Scandinavian Sagas. 
(Leitfaden der Nordischen AlterthUmer, p. 14, by the Antiquarian Society 
of Copenhagen, 1837.) 

By a singular transformation, dependent upon the same tone of mind, 
the authors of the French Chansons de Geste in the twelfth century turned 
Apollo into an evil dmmon, patron of the Mussulmans (see the Roman of 
Garin le Loherain, par M. Faulin Paris, 1833, P- 3 i) • — “ Csr mieux vaut 
Dieux que ne fait Apollis.” M. Paris observes, “Cet ancicn Cicn des 
beaux arts est I’un des ddmons le plus souvent design^s dans nos poemes, 
comme patron des Musulmans.” 

The prophet Mahomet, loo, anathematised the old Persian epic anterior 
to his religion. “C’est it I’oooosion de Nnser Ibn al-I-Iarcth, qui avail 
apportd do Perse I’PIistoire de Rustem et d’Jsfendiar, et la faisait reciter 
par des chanteuses dans les assemblies des Koreischites, que Mahomet 
prononya le vers suivant (of the Koran) : n y a des hommes qui achitent 
des contes frivoles, pour ditoumer par>R les hommes de la voie de Bleu, 
d’une maniire insensie, et pour la hvrer it R risie : mais leur punition les 
couviira de hontc.”' (Mohl, Friface au Livre des Rois dc Ferdousi, 
p. xlU.) 
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assimilate them to this revered model. The numerous 
miracles, the cure of diseases, the expulsion of daemons, the 
temptations and sufferings, the teaching and commands, with 
which the biography of Catholic saints abounds, grew chiefly 
out of this pious feeling, common to the writer and to his 
readers. Many of the other incidents, recounted in the same 
performances, take their rise from misinterpreted allegories, 
from ceremonies and customs of which it was pleasing to find a 
consecrated origin, or from the disposition to convert the ety- 
mology of a name into matter of history : many have also 
been suggested by local peculiarities, and by the desire of 
stimulating or justifying the devotional emotions of pilgrims 
who visited some consecrated chapel or image. The dove was 
connected, in the faith of the age, with the Holy Ghost, the 
serpent with Satan ; lions, wolves, stags, unicorns, &c. were the 
subjects of other emblematic associations j and such modes of 
belief found expression for themselves in many narratives which 
brought the saints into conflict or conjoint action with these 
various animals. Legends of this kind, indefinitely multiplied 
and pre-eminently popular and affecting, in the middle ages, 
are not exaggerations of particular matters of fact, but emana- 
tions in detail of some current faith or feeling, which they 
served to satisfy, and by which they were in turn amply 
sustained and accredited.^ 

1 The legends of the Saints have been touched upon hyM. Guizot (Cours 
d’Histoire Moderne, le9on xvii.) and hyM. Ampirc (Histoire Littdrure de 
la France, t. ii. cap. 14, 15, 16); but a far more copious and elaborate 
account of them, coupled with much just criticism, is to be found in 
the valuable Bssai sur les Ldgcndea Fieuses du Moyen Age, par L. F. 
Alfred Maury, Paris, 1S43, 

M. Guizot scarcely adverts at all to the more or less of matter of fact 
contained In these Inographies ; he regards them altogether as th^ grew 
out of and answered to the predominant emotions and mental exigencies 
of the age : “ Au milieu d’uu d 61 uge de fables absurdes, la morale delate 
aveo un grand empire” (p. 159, ed. 1829). “Les Idgendes ont did pour 
les Chrdtiens de ce temps (quk)n me permette cette compawson purement 
litldroire) ce que sont pour les Orientaux ces longs rdcits, ccs histoires 
si brillantes et si varldes, dont les Mille et une Nulls nous donnent un 
dchantillon. C’dloit Ik que I’imaginatlon populoire errait librement dans un 
monde inconnu, merveuleux, plein de mouvementet de podsie” (p. 17S, 
ibid.). 

M. Guizot takes his comparison with the tales of the Arabian Nights, as 
heard by an Oriental with uninquiring and unsuspicious credence, viewed 
with reference to an instructeef European, who reads these narratives as 
pleasing but recognised fiction, the comparison would not be just } for 
no one in that age dreamt of questioning the truth of _ the biographies. 
All the remarks of M. Guizot assume this implidt faith in them as literd, 
histories : perhaps in estimating the feelmgs- to which they owed- their 
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Readers of Pausanias will recognise the great general analogy 
between the stories recounted to him at the temples which he 
visited, and these legends of the middle ages. Though 
the type of character which the latter illustrate is indeed 
materially different, yet the source as well as the circulation, 
the generating as well as the sustaining forces, were in both 
cases the same. Such legends were the naturd growth of a 
religious faith earnest, unexamining, and interwoven with the 
feelings at a time when the reason does not need to be cheated. 
The lives of the Saints bring us oven back to the simple and 
ever-operative theology of the Homeric age j so constantly is 
the hand of God exhibited even in the minutest details, for the 
succour of a favoured individual, — so completely is the scien- 
tific point of view, respecthig the phtenomena of nature, 
absorbed into the religious.^ During the intellectual vigour of 

extraordinary popularity, he allows too little predominance to the religious 
feeling, and too much influence to other mental exigencies which then went 
along with it; more especially as he remarhs in the preceding lecture 
(p. Il6), “Le caractire general de ripotpie est la concentration du 
tteveloppement intellectuel dans la sphke religieuse.” 

How this absorbing religious sentiment operated in generating and 
accrediting new matter of narrative, is shown with great fulness of detail in 
the work of M. Maury : — " Tous les &rils du moyen flge nous apportent la 

f ireuve de cette preoccupation exclu^ve des esprits vers I’Histoire Sainte et 
es prodiges qui avaient signal^ I’aveocment du Chrislianisme. Tous nous 
montrent la pensee de Dieu et du del, dominant les moindres ceuvres 
de cette ^poque de natve et de credule simpUcite. D’ailleurs, n’itait-ce 
pas le moine, le clerc, qui constituaient alors les seuls ecrivains? Qu’y 
a-t-il d’etonnant que le sujet habitue! de leurs meditations, de lents etudes, 
se refletat sans cesse dans leuts ouvrages? Partout reparaissait it I’imagina- 
tion jesuset _ses Saints ; cette image, I’esprit I’accueillait avec soumission et 
obeissance : il n’osait pas encore envisager ces celestes pensees avec I’ceil de 
la critique, arme de defiance et de doute ; au contraire, I’intelligence les 
acceptait toutes indistinctement et s’en nourrissait avec avidite. Ainsi 
s’aceteditaient tous les jours de nouvelles fables. Une foi vive vsut sans 
cesse de nouoeaux /aits qtielle fuisse croire, comme la charite veut de 
nouveaux bien&its pour s'exercer ” (p. 43). The remarks on the History 
of St. Christopher, whose personality was allegorised by Luther and 
Meloncthon, are curious (p. 57}. 

1 “ Dans les prodiges que I’on admettait avoir dfi necessoirement s’operer 
au tombeau du saint nouvellement canonise, I’expression, ‘Cseci visum, 
claudi gressum, muti loquelam, surdi auditum, paralytici debilum membro- 
rum officium, recuperahant,’ dtait devenue plfitot une fotmule d’usage que 
la relation lilterale du ftit.” (Maury, Essai sur les Legendes Fieuses du 
Moyen Age, p. 5.) 

To the same purpose M. Ampire, ch. 14, p. 361 : “II y a un certain 
nombre de feite que I’agiographie reproduit constamment, quelque soil son 
heros : ordinairement ce peisonnage a eu dans sa jeunesse une vision qui 
lui a reveie son avenir : ou bien, une prophetic lui a annonce ce qn’il setait 
un jour. Plus tard, il opfere un certain nombre de miracles, toujoors les 
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Greece and Rome, a sense of the invariable course of nature 
and of the scientific explanation ofphjenomena had been created 
among the superior minds, and through them indirectly among 
the remaining community ; thus limiting to a certain extent the 
ground open to be occupied by a religious legend. With the 
decline of the pagan literature and philosophy, before the sixth 
century of the Christian sera, this scientific conception gradually 
passed out of sight, and left the mind free to a religious inter- 
pretation of nature not less simple and nd^ than that which 
had prevailed under the Homeric paganism.^ The great 

mSmes ; il exorcise cles possed^s, ressuscite des morts, il est avert! de sa dn 
par un songc. Puis sur son tombeau ^accompiisscnt d'autres merveilles 
a-peu-pr^s semblables.” 

^ A few words from M. Ampere to illustrate this: “Cest done au 
sixiime sibcle que la legende se conslitue : e’est alors qu’elle prend com- 
plitement le caractere nai'f qui lui appartient ; qn’elle est elle-mSme, qu’elle 
se separe de toute influence dtrang^re. En meme temps, I’ignorance 
devlent de plus en plus grossi^re, et par suite la cr^dulite s’accroit: les 
calamit^s du temps sont plus lourdes, et I’on a un plus grand besoin de re- 
mede et dc consolation. .... Les r^cits miraculeux se substituent anx 
argumens de la thdologie. Les miracles sont devenus la meillenre demon- 
stration du Christianisme : e’est la seule que puissent comprendre les esprits 
grossiers des barlmres ” '(c. IS, p. 373). 

Again, c. 17, p. 401 : “ Un des caracteres de la Idgende est de m£Ier 
constamment le pueril au grand : il faut I’avouer, elle deUgure parfois un 
peu ces hommes d’une trempe si forte, en mettant sur leur compte des 
anecdotes dont le caractere n’est pas toujours sdrieux ; elle en a usd ainsi 
pour St. Columban, dont nous verrons tout it I’heure le rdle vis-i-vis de 
Brunehaut et des chefs Mdrovingiens. La Idgende auroit pu se dispenser 
de nous apptendre, comment un jour, il se fit rapporter par un corbeau les 
gants qu’il avail perdus : comment, un autre jour, il empSchn la bidre de 
colder d’un tonneau pered, et diverses merveilles, certamement indignes 
de sa mdmoire.” 

The miracle by which St. Columban employed the raven to fetch back 
bis lost gloves is exactly in the character of the Homeric and Hesiodic age : 
the earnest faith, as well as the reverential sympathy, between the Homeric 
man and Zeus or Athind, is indicated by the invocation of their aid for his 
own sufferings of detail and in his own need and danger. The critidsm of 
M. Ampdre, on the other hand, is analogous to that of the later pagans, 
after the conception of a course of nature had become established in men’s 
minds, so far as that exceptional interference by the gods was understood 
to be, comparatively s_peaking, rare, and only supposabie upon what were 
called great emergencies. 

in the old Hesiodic legend (see vol, i. ch. lx.), Apollo is apprised by a 
raven of the infidelity of the nymph Kordnis to him — jaev f(/>’ SyyeXar 
Kdpa^, &c. (the raven appears elsewhere as companion of Apollo, Plu- 
tarch, de Isid. et Os. p. 379, Herod iv. 1^). Pindar in his version of the 
legend eliminated the raven, without specifying ima Apollo got his know- 
ledge of the circumstance. The Scholiasts praise Pindar much for having 
rejected the puerile version of the story — itnuret rhv TllvSapav i ’Aprf/iuv 
irt vapeuepovaipteyos Ti)i> tIv Kipana ta 70 p(m>, a&rbv St’ iavrov iyyuifhat 
vnr II I 
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religious movement of the Reformation, and the gradual for- 
mation of critical and philosophical habits in the modem mind, 
have caused these legends of the Saints, — once the charm and 
cherished creed of a numerous public, ^ — to pass altogether out 

ipijai Thi> ’Ait 6 Wa . . . <> 2 i/ Haas roioirif ftiBip TsAeus St/ri 

&c. — compare also tlie criticisms of the Schol. ad Soph. CEdip, 
Kol. 1378, on the old epic Thebab ; and the remarks of Arrian (Exp. .AJ. 
iii. 4) on the divine interference by which Alexander and his army were 
enabled to find their way across the sand of the desert to the temple of 
Ammon. 

In the eyes of M. AmpAre, the recital of the biographer of St. Colnm- 
ban appears puerile (alira flav SSe Seoiis hiaipavSh ifitktvvTas, Odyss. iii. 
221) : in the eyes of that biographer, the criticism of M. Ampere would 
have appeared impious. When it is once conceded that phsenomena are 
distributable under two denominations, the natural and the miraculous, it 
must be left to the feelings of each individual to determine what is, and 
what is not, a suitable occasion of a miracle. Diodfirus and Pausanias 
differed in opinion (as stated in a previous chapter) about the death of 
Actsedn by his own hounds — the former maintaining that the case was one 
fit for Ae special intervention of the goddess Artemis ; the latter that it was 
not so. Tne question is one determinable only by the religious feelings 
and conscience of the two dissentients : no common standard of judgement 
can be imposed upon them : for no reasonings derived from science or philo- 
sophy are availablej inasmuch as in this case the very point in dispute is, 
whether the scientific point of view be admissible. Those who are dis- 
posed to adopt the supernatural belief will find in every case the lan^age 
open to them wherewith Dionysius of HalJkamassus (in recounting a 
miracle wrought by Vesta in the early times of Koman history for the pur- 
pose of rescuing an unjustly accused virgin) reproves the sceptics of bis 
time : "It is well worth while (he observes) to recount the special mani- 
festation {isrupiptim) which the goddess showed to these unjustly accused 
virgins. For these circumstances, extraordins^ as they are, have been 
held worthy of belief by the Romans, and historians have talked much 
about them. Those persons indeed who adopt the atheistical schemes of 
philosophy (if indeed we must call them philosophy), pulling in pieces as 
they do aU the special manifestations (&iri£cr« SuuripovTts rhs imipaotlas 
tSi' SeSv) of the gods which have taken place among Greeks or barbarians, 
will of course turn these stories also into ridicule, ascribing them to the vain 
talk of men, as if none of the gods cared at all for mankind. But those 
who, having pushed their researches further, believe the gods not to be 
indifferent to human affairs, but favourable to good men and hostile to bad — 
will not treat these special manifestations as fwre incredible than others.” 
(Dionys. Halic. ii. 68-69.) Plutarch, after noticing the great number of 
miraculous statements in circulation, expresses his anxiety to dmw a line 
between the true and the false, but cannot find where : " excess both of 
credulity and of incredulity (he tells ns) in such matters is dangerous ; 
caution, and nothing too much, is the best course.” (Camillas, c. 6.) 
Polybius is for granting permission to historians to recount a sufficient num- 
ber of miracles to keep up a feeling of piety in the multitude, but not 
mere; to measure out the proper quantity (be observes) is difficult, but 
not impossible (SuampAypa^^s iariy ^ roaSms, oi pV iirapdypailiis ye, 
xvi 12). 

^ The nreat Bollandist collection of the laves of the Saints, intended to 
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of credit, without even being regarded, among Protestants at 
least, as worthy of a formal scrutiny into the evidence — a proof 
of the transitory value of public belief, however sincere and 
fervent, as a certificate of historical truth, if it be blended with 
religious predispositions. 

The same mythopoeic vein, and the same susceptibility and 
facility of belief, which had created both supply and demand 
for the legpds of the Saints, also provided the abundant stock 
of romantic narrative poetry, in amplification and illustration 
of the chivalrous ideal. What the legends of Troy, of ThSbes, 
of the Kalydonian boar, of CEdipus, Theseus, &c. were to an 
early Greek, the tales of Arthur, of Charlemagne, of the 
Niebelungen, were to an Englishman, or Frenchman, or Ger- 
man, of the twelfth or thirteenth century. They were neither 
recognised fiction nor authenticated history; they were his- 
tory, as it is felt and welcomed by minds unaccustomed to 
investigate evidence and unconscious of the necessity of doing 
so. That the Chronicle of Turpin, a mere compilation of 
poetical legends respecting Charlemagne, was accepted as 
genuine history, and even pronounced to be such by papal 
authority, is well known; and the authors of the Romances 
announce themselves, not less than those of the old Grecian 
epic, as being about to recount real matter of fact.^ It is 

comprise the whole year, did not extend beyond the nine months from 
January to October, which occupy fifty-three large volumes. The month 
of April fills three of those volumes, and exhibits the lives of 1472 saints. 
Had the collection run over the entire year, the total number of such 
biographies could hardly have been less than 25,000, and might have been 
even greater (see Guizot, Conrs d’Histoire Modcrne, le9on xvii ;>. 157). 

^ See Warton’s Histoiy of English Poetry, vol. i. dissert. L p. xvii. 
Again, in sect. iii. p. 140 : “ Vincent de Beauvais, who lived under Louis 
IX. of France (about 1260), and who, on account of his extraordinary 
erudition, was appointed preceptor to that king’s sons, very gravely 
classes Archbishop Turpiws Charlemagne among the real histories, and 
places it on a level with Suetonius and Ciesar. He was himself an historian, 
and has left a large history of the world, fraught with a variety of re^ng, 
and of high repute in the middle ages ; but edifying and entertaining as 
this work might have been to his contemporaries, at present it serves only 
to record their prejudices and to characterise their credulity." About the 
full belief in Arthur and the Tales of the Round Table during the fourteenth 
century, and about the strange historical mistakes of the poet Gower in the 
fifteenth, see the same work, sect. 7, vol. ii. p. 33 ; sect. 19, vol. iL p. 239. 

“L’auteur de la Chronique de Turpin (says M. Sismondi, Littdrature du 
Midi, vol. i. ch. 7, p. 289) n’avait point nntention de briller aux yeux da 
public par une invention heureuse, ni d’amnser les oisifs par des contes mer- 
veilleux qu’ils reconnoitroient pour tels : il prdsentait aux Franjals tons cn 
faits dtranges comme de I’bistolre, et la lecture des l%endes &buleuses avait 
accoutumd k croire k de plus grandes merveilles^^encore ; aussi plusieurs de 
ces fables fiirent elles reprodtutes dans la Chronique de SL Detib;’’ 
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certain that Charlemagne is a great historical name, and it is 
possible, though not certain, tlmt the name of Arthur may be 
historical also. But the Charlemagne of history, and the 
Charlemagne of romance, have little except the name in 
common ; nor could we ever determine except by independent 
evidence (which in this case we happen to possess), whether 
Charlemagne was a real or a fictitious person.^ That illustrious 
name, as well as the more problematical Arthur, is taken up 
by the romancers, not with a view to celebrate realities previ- 
ously verified, but for the purpose of setting forth or amplifying 
an ideal of their own, in such manner as both to rouse the 
feelings and captivate the faith of their hearers. 

To inquire which of the personages of the Carlovingian epic 
were real and which were fictitious, — to examine whether the 
expedition ascribed to Charlemagne against Jerusalem had 
ever taken place or not, — to separate truth from exaggeration 
in the exploits of the Knights of the Round Table, — these 
were problems which an audience of that day had neither 
disposition to undertake nor means to resolve. They accepted 
the narrative as they heard it, without suspicion or reserve : the 

Again, ib. p. ago : “ Soavent les anciens lomanciers, loisqu’ils entre- 
prennent an r&it de la coor de Charlemagne, prennent un ton plus ^levd : 
ce ne sent point des fobles qu’ils vont conter, test de I’histoire nadonale, — 
e’est la gloue de leurs ancSties qu’ils veulent cdUbier, et ils ont droit alors 
i. demandcr qu’on les ecoute avec respect.” .. 

The Chronicle of Turpin was inserted, even so late as the year 1566, in 
the collection printed by Sepdius at Frankfort of early German historians 
(Ginguend, llistoire Litteraice d’ltaiie, vol. iv. part ii. ch. 3, p. 157). 

To the same point — that these romances were listened to as real stories — 
see Sir Walter Scott’s Pre&ee to Sir Tristramj p. Ixvii. The authors of the 
L^ends of the Saints ate not less explicit in their asset tions t^t even- 
thingwhich.they recount is true and well attested (Ampere, c. 14, p. 35^. 

^ The series of articles by M. Fautiel, published in the Revue des Deux 
Hondes, vol. xUi., are full of instruction respecting the origin, tenor, and 
influence of the Romances of Chivalry. Though the name of Charlemagne 
appears, the romancers are really unable to distinguish him from Charles 
Martel or from Charles the Bald (p. S 37 -S 39 )- Thw ascribe to him an 
expedition to the Holy Land, in whi& he conquered. Jerusalem from the 
Saracens, obtained possession of the relics of the passion of Christ, the 
crown of thorns, &c. These precious relics he carried to Rome, from 
whence they were taken to Spam by a Saracen emir named Balan at the 
head of an army. The expedition of Charlemagne against the Saracens in 
Spain was undertaken for the purpose of recovering the relics “ Ces 
divers romans peuvent Stre regardds comme la suite, comme le ddveloppe- 
ment, de la fiction de la conqudte de Jdrusalem par Charlemagne.” 

Respecting the Romance of Rinaldo of Montauban (describing the 
stni^les of a feudal lord against the emperor) M. Fauiiel observes, “II 
nya, je crois, aucun fondement historiquei e’est, selon toute apparence, 
la pure expression podtique du fait p-dndral,” &c. (p. i!42). 
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incidents related, as well as the connecting links between them, 
were in full harmony with their feelings, and gratifying as well 
to their sympathies as to their curiosity: nor was anything 
further wanting to induce them to believe it, though the 
historical basis might be ever so slight or even non-existent,’ 

^ Among the ' ibrmules consacr^es * (observes M. Fauriel) of the roman- 
cers of the Carlovingian epic, are asseverations of their own veracity, and 
of the accuracy of what they are about to relate — specification of witnesses 
whom they have consulted — appeals to pretended chronicles : — “ Que ces 
citations, ces indications, soient parfois serieuses et sinckes, cela peutStre ; 
mats e’est une exception et une exception rare. De telles aildgations de la 
part des romanciers, sont en general un pur et simple mensonge, mais non 
toutefois un mensonge gratuit. C'est un mensonge qui a sa raison et sa 
convenance : il tient au ddsir et au besoin de satisfaire une opinion 
accoutum^e k supposer et k cherchei da vroi dans les fictions du genre de 
celles oh Ton all^ue ces pr^tendnes autorit^s. I41 manikre dont les 
auteurs de ces fictions les qualifient souvent eux-mdmes, est une conse- 
quence naturelle de leur pretention d’y avoir suivi des documens vdn^rables. 
Ils les qualifient de chansons de vieille kisioire, de haute hUtoire, de 
doHuegeste, degraude barmutie: et ce n’est pas pour se vanter qu’ils par- 
lent ainsi : la vanity d’auteur n’est rien chez eux, en comparaison du besoin 
qu’ils ont d’etre crus, de passer pour de simples traducteurs, de simples 
rep 4 titeurs de l^gendcs on d’histoire consacr^e. Ces protestations de 
vMcit^, qui, plus ou moins expresses, sont de rigueur ^ns les romans 
Carlovingiens, y sont aussi fr^quemment accompagn^es de protestations 
accessoires contte les romanciers, qui, ayant d^jk traits un sujet donn 6 , 
sont accuses d’y avoir fauss£ la v&it&” (Fauriel, _ Orig. de l’Epop 6 e 
Chevaleresque, in the Revue des Deux Mondes, vol. xiii. p. 554.) 

About the Cycle of the Round Table, see the same series of articles 
(Rev. D.M. t. xiv. p. 170-184). The Chevaliers of the Saint Graal were 
a sort of icUal of the Knights Templars : “ Une race de princes hSroiques, 
originaires de I’Asie, fut pr^destinte par le ciel mime k la garde du Saint 
Giaal. Petille fut le premier de cette race, qui s’ltant convert! au 
Chrislianisme, passa en Europe sous I’Empereur Vespasien,” &c. ; then 
follows a string of fabulous incidents : the epical agency is simihir to &at 
of Homer — Aiis !' ireKtleTo /SovXfi. 

M. Faulin Paris, in his Prefaces to the Romans des Douze Pairs de 
Fiance, has controverted many of the positions of M. Fauriel, and with 
success, so fiir as regards the Frovenqal origin of the Chansons de Geste, 
asserted by the latter. In regard to the Romances of the Round Table, he 
agrees substantially with M. Fauriel: but he tries to assign a greater 
historical value to the poems of the Carlovingian epic— very unsuccessfully 
in my opinion. But his own analysis of the old poem of Garin le loherain 
bears out the very opinion which he is confuting ; “ Nous sommes au rkgne 
de Charles Martel, et nous reconnaissons sous d’autres noms les details 
exacts de la fameuse dlfoite d’Attilu dans les champs Calalauniques. Saint 
Loup et Saint Nicaise, eiorieux prilats du quatrikme sikcle, reviennent 
figurer autour du pere de Pipin le Bref i enfin pour computer k confusion, 
Charles Martel meurt sur le champ de bataille, k la place du roi des 'i^i- 
goths, Thiodoric .... Tautes les parties de la narration sont waits: 
seulement ioutes dy trouvent dSplacits, En gkniral, les peuples n’enten- 
dent rien k la chronologie : les kvknemens restent i les individus, les Henx 
el les kpoques, ne laissent aucune trace : c’est, pour ainsi dire, une dlcora.- 
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The romances of chivalry represented, to those who heard 
them, real deeds of the foretime — “ glories of the foregone 
men,” to use the Hesiodic expression ^ — at the same time that 
they embodied and filled up the details of an heroic ideal, 
such as that age could conceive and admire — a fervent piety, 
combined with strength, bravery, and the love of adventurous 
aggression directed sometimes against infidels, sometimes 
against enchanters or monsters, sometimes in defence of the 
fair sex. Such characteristics were naturally popular, in a 
century of feudal struggles and universal insecurity, when the 
grand subjects of common respect and interest were the church 
and the crusades, and when the latter especially were embraced 
with an enthusiasm truly astonishing. 

The long German poem of the Niebelungen Lied, as well as 
the Volsunga Saga and a portion of the songs of the Edda, 
relate to a common fund of mythical, superhuman personages, 
and of fabulous adventure, identified with the earliest antiquity 
of the Teutonic and Scandinavian race, and representing their 
primitive sentiment towards ancestors of divine origia Sigurd, 
Brynhilde, Gudrun, and Atle, are mythical characters cele- 
brated as well by the Scandinavian Scalds as by the German 
epic poets, but with many varieties and separate additions to 
distinguish the one from the other. The German epic, later 
and more elaborated, includes various persons not known to 
the songs in the Edda, in particular the prominent name of 
Dieterich of Bern — presenting moreover the principal char- 

don schiique que I’on applique indifSremment & des r^cits souvent con- 
traires.” (Preface to the Roman de Garin le Loberain, p. xvi.-xx. : 
Paris, 1833.) Compare also his l.ettre & M. Monmerqui, prefixed to die 
Roman de Berthe aux Grans Pids, Paris, 1836. 

To say that aU the parts of the narrative ore true, is contrary to M. 
Paris’s own showing : same parts may be true, separately taken, hut these 
fragments of troth are melted down with a large mass of fiction, and can- 
not be discriminated unless we possess some independent test. The poet 
who picks out one incident from the fourth century, another from the fifth, 
and a few more from the eighth, and then blends them all into a continu- 
ous tale, along with many addidons of his own, shows that he takes die 
items of fact because they suit the purposes of his nariadve, not because 
they happen to be attested by historical evidence. His hearers are not 
critical s they desire to have their imaginations and feelings affected, and 
they are content to accept without qnesdon whatever accomplishes this end. 

^ Hesiod, Theogon. 100 — K\fea wporipay Mpilnrittv, Futtenham talks of 
the remnant of tords existing in his time (1589) : " Blind Harpers, or such 
like Taverne Minstrels, whose matters are for the most part stories oj old 
time, os the Tale of Sir Topaze, the Repoites of Bevis of Southampton, 
A&m Bell, Clymme of the Clough, and such other old Romances or 
Sistorieal Rhymes,’' (Arte of English Poesie, book ii. cap. 9.) 
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acters and circumstances as Christian, while in the Edda there 
is no trace of anything but heathenism. There is indeed, in 
this the old and heathen version, a remarkable analogy with 
many points of Grecian mythical narrative. As in the case of 
the short life of Achilles, and of the miserable Labdakids of 
Thfibes — so in the family of the Volsungs, though sprung from 
and protected by the gods — a curse of destiny hangs upon 
them and brings on their ruin, in spite of pre-eminent personal 
qualities.^ The more thoroughly this old Teutonic story has 
been traced and compared, in its various transformations and 

^ Respecting the Volsunga Saga, and the Niebelungen Lied, the work of 
Lange — Untersuohungen ilher die Geschichte und das Verhaltniss der 
Ndidischen und Deiitschen Heldensage — is a valuable translation from the 
Danish Saga-Bibliothek of P. E. MttUer. 

F. E. Muller maintains indeed the historical basis of the tales respecting 
the Volsungs (seep. 102-107)— upon arguments very unsatisfactoiy; though 
the genuine Scandinavian origin of the tale is perfectly made out. The 
chapter added fay Lange himself at the close (see p. 432, &c.) contains 
juster views as to the character of the primitive mythology, though he too 
advances some positions respecting a something “ reinsymbolisches” in the 
background, which I find it difficult to follow (^e p. 477, &c.). — There are 
very ancient epical ballads still sung by the people in the Faro islands, many 
of them relating to Sigurd and his adventures (p. 412). 

Jacob Grimm, in his Deutsche Mythologie, mamtains the purely mythical 
character, as opposed to the historical, of Siegfried and Dieteiich (Ait. 
Heldett, p. 344-346). 

So, too, in the great Persian epic of Ferdousi, the principal cbamcters 
are religious and mythical. M. Mohl observes, — “Les caract^res des 
personnages principaux de I'oncienne histoire de Perse se retiouvent dans 
le livre des Kols (de Ferdousi) teis que les indiquent les parties des livies 
de Zoroaster quo nous possedons encore. Kaioumors, Djemschid, Fetidoun, 
Gushtasp, Isfendiar, &c., jouent dans le poime 6pique le m6me r 61 e que 
dans les Livtes sacr6s ; & cela pris, que dans les demiers ils nous apparois- 
sent k travels une atmosphere mythologique qui giandit tous leurs traits ; 
mais celte dilTdrence est prdcis6ment ceile qu’on devoit s’nttendre k trouver 
entre la tradition relqtieuse et la tradition epique.” Mohl, Livre des Rois 
par Ferdousi, Preface, p. l. 

The Persian historians subsequent to Ferdousi have all taken his poem as 
the basis of their histories, and have even copied him faithfiilly and literally 
(Mohl, p. 53). Many of his heroes became the subjects of long epietd 
biogmpnies, written and recited without any art or grace, often by writers 
whose names are unknoivn (ib. p. 54-70). Mr. Morier tells us that the 
Shah Nameh is still believed by the present Persians to contain their ancient 
histo^ ** (Adventures of Hadgi Baba, c. 32). As the Qitistian romancers 
tmnsmrmed Apollo into the patron of Mussulmans, so Ferdousi makes 
Alexander the Great a Christian : “ La critique historique (observes M. 
Mohl) 6tait dn temps de Ferdousi chose presqu’ inconnu” (ib. pt xlviii.). 
About the absence not only of all historiomaphy, but aim of all idea of it 
or taste for it, among the early Indians, Persians, Arabians, &c., see the 
learned book of Nork, Die Goiter Syriens, Preface, p. viii. (Stuttgac^ 
1842). 
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accompaniments, the less can any well-established connexion 
be made out for it with authentic historical names or events. 
We must acquiesce in its personages as distinct in original 
conception from common humanity, and as belonging to the 
subjective mythical world of the race by whom they were sung. 

Such were the compositions which not only interested the 
emotions, but also satisfied the undistinguishing historical 
curiosity, of the ordinary public in the middle ages. The 
exploits of many of these romantic heroes resemble in several 
points those of the Grecian: the adventures of Perseus, 
Achilles, Odysseus, Atalanta, Bellerophbn, Jas6n, and the 
Trojan war or Argonautic expedition generally, would have 
fitted in perfectly to the Carlovingian or other epics of the 
period.^ That of the middle ages, like the Grecian, was 
eminently expansive in its nature. New stories were success- 
ively attached to the names and companions of Charlemagne 
and Arthur, just as the legend of Troy was enlarged by 
Arktinus, Leschfis, and Stesichorus — that of Thfebes by fresh 
miseries entailed on the fated head of CEdipus, — and that of 
the Kalydonian boar by the addition of Atalanta. Altogether, 
the state of mind of the hearers seems in both cases to have 
been much the same — eager for emotion and sympathy, and 
receiving any narrative attuned to their feelings, not merely 
with hearty welcome, but also with unsuspecting belief. 

Nevertheless there were distinctions deserving of notice, 

^ Several of the heroes of the ancient world were indeed themselves 
popular subjects with the romancers of the middle ages, ThSseus, Jas 6 n, &c. ; 
Alexander the Great more so than any of them. 

Dr. Waiton observes respecting the Argonautic expedition, “Pew stories 
of antiquity have more the ^t of one of the old romances than this of Jasdn. 
An expedition of a new kind is made into a strange and distant country, 
attended with infinite dangers and difficulties. The king’s daughter of the 
new country is an enchantress ; she fills in love with the young prince, who 
is the chief adventurer. The prize which he seeks is guarded by brazen- 
footed tells, who breathe fire, and by a hideous dragon who never sleeps. 
The princess lends him the assistance of her diarms and incantations to 
conquer these obstacles ; she mves him possession of the prize, leaves her 
fither’s court, and follows nim into his native country.” (Warton, 
Observations on Spenser, vol. i. p. 178 .) 

To the same purpose M. Ginguend : " I.e premier modde des Fies n’est- 
il pas dans Circe, dans Cal 3 rpso, dans Medee ? Celui des g^ans, dans Poly- 
philtue, dans Cacus, et dans les g4ans, on les Titans, cette race ennemie de 
Jnpiter? Les serpens et les dragons des romans ne sont-ils pas des succes- 
seursdadi^ondesHesp4ridesetdeceluidelaToisond’or? LesMagidens 1 
la Tbessalie en doit pleine. Les armes enchantees et imp^ndrables t elles 
sont de la mfime trempe, et I’on pent les cioire forgds au mfime foutneau 
quo celles d’Achille et d’Enie." (Ginguen4, Histoire Littdaire d’ltalie, 
vol. iv. part ii. ch. q, p. iiii.) 
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which render the foregoing proposition more absolutely exact 
with regard to Greece than with regard to the middle ages. 
The tales of the epic, and the mythes in their most popular 
and extended signification, were the only intellectual nourish- 
ment with which the Grecian public was supplied, until the 
sixth century before the Christian sera : there was no prose 
writing, no history, no philosophy. But such was not exactly 
the case at the time when the epic of the middle ages appeared. 
At that time, a portion of society possessed the Latin lan- 
guage, the habit of writing, and some tinge both of history and 
philosophy : there were a series of chronicles, scanty indeed 
and imperfect, but referring to contemporary events and pre- 
venting the real history of the past from passing into oblivion : 
there were even individual scholars, in the twelfth century, 
whose acquaintance with Latin literature was sufficiently con- 
siderable to enlarge their minds and to improve tlieir judge- 
ments. Moreover the epic of the middle ages, though deeply 
imbued with religious ideas, was not directly amSgamated 
with the religion of the people, and did not always find favour 
with the clergy j while the heroes of the Grecian epic were not 
only linked in a thousand ways with existing worship, practices, 
and sacred localities, but Homer and Hesiod pass with 
Herodotus for the constructors of Grecian theology. We thus 
see that the ancient epic tvas both exempt from certain distract- 
ing influences by which that of the middle ages was surrounded, 
and more closely identified with the veins of thought and feel- 
ing prevalent in the Grecian public. Yet these counteracting 
influences did not prevent Pope Calixtus II. fi’om declaring 
the Chronicle of Turpin to be a genuine history. 

If we take the history of our own country as it was conceived 
and written from the twelfth to the seventeenth century by 
Hardyng, Fabyan, Grafton, Hollinshed, and others, we shaU 
find that it was supposed to begin with Brute the Trojan, and 
was carried down from thence, for many ages and through a 
long succession of kings, to the times of Julius Ceesar. A 
similar belief of descent from Troy, arising seemingly from a 
reverential imitation of the Romans and of their Trojan origin, 
was cherished in the fancy of other European nations. With 
regard to the English, the chief circulator of it was Geoffrey of 
Monmouth. It passed with little resistance or dispute into the 
national faith — the kings from Bnite doraward being enrolled 
in regular chronological series with their respective dates 
annexed. In a dispute which took place during the reign of 
Edward I. (a,d. 1301) between England and Scotland,, the 
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descent of the kings of England from Brute the Trojan was 
solemnly embodied in a document put forth to sustain the 
rights of the crown of England, as an argument bearing on 
the case then in discussion : and it passed without attack from 
the opposing party, ^ — an incident which reminds us of the 
appeal made by ^schinds, in the contention between the 
Athenians and Philip of Maceddn respecting Amphipolis, to 
the primitive dotal rights of Akamas son of Theseus — and also 
of the defence urged by the Athenians to sustain their conquest 
of Sigeium, against the reclamations of the Mityleneans, wherein 
the former alleged that they had as much right to the place as 
any of the other Greeks who had formed part of the victorious 
armament of Agamemndn.® 

The tenacity with which this early series of British kings was 
defended, is no less remarkable than the facility with which it 
was admitted. The chroniclers at the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century warmly protested against the intrusive scepticism 
which would cashier so many venerable sovereigns and efface 
so many noble deeds. They appealed to the patriotic feelings 
of their hearers, represented the enormity of thus setting up 
a presumptuous criticism against the belief of ages, and insisted 
on the danger of the precedent as regarded history generally.® 

® See Walton’s History of English Poetry, sect. iii. p. 131, note, “No 
man before the sixteenth century presumed to doubt that the Francs derived 
their origin from Francos son of Hector j that the Spaniards were descended 
from Japhet, the Britons from Brutus, and the Scotch from Fergus,” (Ibid, 
p. 140,) 

According to the Prologue of the prose Edda, 0 dm was the supreme 
king of Troy in Asia, “in eS terrd quam nos Turciam appellamus . . , , 
Hinc omnes Borealis plagce magnates vel primores genealogias suas referunt, 
atque principes illius urhis inter numina locant ; sed in primis ipsum Fri- 
amom pro Odeno ponunt,” &c. They also identified Tros with 7 ’hor. (See 
Lexicon Mytholo^cum ad calcem Eddie Ssemund. p. 552, vol. iii.) 

® See vol. i. ch. xv. ; also AIschin£s, He Falsfi Legatione, c. 14; Herodot. 
V. 94. The Herakleids pretended a right to the territory in Sicily near 
Mount Eryx, in consequence of the victory gained by their progenitor 
HSrakl^s over Eryx, the eponymous hero of the place. (Herodot. v, 43,) 

* The remarks in Speens Chronicle (book v. c. 3, sect 11-12), and the 
preface to Howes’s Continuation of Stew’s Chronicle, published in 1631, 
are curious os illustrating this earnest feeling. The Chancellor Fortescue, 
in impressing upon his royal pupil, the son of I-Ienry VI.j the limited 
character of English monarchy, deduces it from Brute the Trojan : — “ Con- 
cerning the difierent powers which kings claim over their subjects, I am 
firmly of opinion that it arises solely from the diSerent nature of their 
original institution. So the kingdom of England had its original from 
Brute and the Trojans, who attended him from Italy and Greece, and 
became a mixt kind of government, compounded of the regal and the 
political,” (Hallam, Hist. Mid. Aves, ch. viii. P. 3, paire 220.) 
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How this controversy stood, at the time and in the view of the 
illustrious author of Paradise Lost, I shall give in his own words 
as they appear in the second page of his History of England. 
After having briefly touched upon the stories of Samothes son 
of Japhet, Albion son of Neptune, &c., he proceeds — 

“But now of Brutus and his line, with the whole progeny of 
kings to the entrance of Julius Caesar, we cannot so easily be 
discharged: descents of ancestry long continued, laws and 
exploits not plainly seeming to be borrowed or devised, which 
on the common belief have wrought no small impression: 
defended by many, denied utterly by few. For what though 
Brutus and the whole Trojan pretence were yielded up, seeing 
they, who first devised to bring us some noble ancestor, were 
content at first with Brutus the Consul, till better invention, 
though not willing to forego the name, taught them to remove 
it higher into a more fabulous age, and by the same remove 
lighting on the Trojan tales, in affectation to make the Briton 
of one original with the Roman, pitched there : Yet those old 
and inborn Mngs, never any to have been real persons, or done in 
their lives at least some part of what so long hath been remem- 
bered, cannot be thmtght without too strict incredulity. For these, 
and those causes above mentioned, that which hath received 
approbation from so many, I have diosen not to omit. Cer- 
tain or uncertain, be that upon the credit of those whom I must 
follow : so far as keeps aloof from impossible or absurd, attested 
by ancient writers from books more ancient, I refuse not as the 
due and proper subject of story." t 
Yet in spite of the general belief of so many centuries — ^in 
spite of the concurrent persuasion of historians and poets — ^in 
spite of the declaration of Milton, extorted from his feelings 
rather than from his reason, that this long line of quasi-histori- 
cal kings and exploits could not be all unworthy of belief— in 
spite of so large a body of authority and precedent, the 
historians of Ae nineteenth century begin the history of Eng- 
land with Julius Caesar. They do not attempt either to settle 
the date of king Bladud’s accession, or to determine what may 
be the basis of truth in the affecting narrative of Lear,® The 

^ “ Antiquitas enim recepit fabulaa fictas etiam nonnunqnam incondite: 
hiec aetas autem Jam exculta, praseitim eludens omne quod fieri non potest, 
result,” &c. (Cieexo, Oe Kepublicfi, iL lo, p. 147, ed. Maii.} 

■Dr. Zacbai^ Grey has tne following observations in bu Notes on 
Shakespeare (Ix)ndon, 1754, vol. I p. 112). In commenting on the passage 
in King Lear, Nero is an angler in the lake of darkness, he says, "This is 
one of Shakespeare’s most remarkable anachronisms. King Lear succeeded 
his father Bl^ud anno mundi 3105 ; and Nero, anno mundi 4017, was 
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standard of historical credibility, especially with regard to 
modem events, has indeed been greatly and sensibly raised 
within the last hundred years. 

But in regard to ancient Grecian history, the rules of evi- 
dence still continue relaxed. The dictum of Milton, regarding 
the ante-Ccesarian history of England, still represents pretty 
exactly the feeling now prevalent respecting the mythical 
history of Greece : — “Yet those old and inborn kings 
(Agamemndn, Achilles, Odysseus, Jas6n, Adrastus, Amphia- 
raus, Meleager, &c.), never any to have been real persons, or 
done in their lives at least some part of what so long has been 
remembered, cannot be thought without too strict incredulity.” 
Amidst much fiction (we are Still told), there must be some 
tmth : but how is such truth to be singled out ? Milton does 
not even attempt to make the severance : he contents himself 
with “ keeping aloof from the impossible and the absurd,” and 
ends in a narrative which has indeed the merit of being sober- 
coloured, but which he never for a moment thinks of recom- 
mending to his readers as tme. So in regard to the legends of 
Greece, — Troy, Thfibes, the Argonauts, the Boar of Kalydfin, 
Heraklfis, Thfiseus, CEdipus, — the conviction still holds in 
men’s minds, that there must be something true at the bottom ; 
and many readers of this work may be displeased, I fear, not 
to see conjured up before them the Eidfilon of an authentic 
history, even though the vital spark of evidence be altogether 
wanting.^ 

sixteen years old, when he married Octavia, Ossar’s daughter. See Funccii 
Chronologia, p. 94.” 

Such a supposed chronological discrepancy would hardly be pointed out 
in any commentary now written. 

The introduction prefixed Mr. Giles to his recent translation of Geoffrey 
of Monmouth (1842) gives a just view both of the use which our old poets 
made of his tales, and of the general credence so long and so unsus- 
pectingly accorded to them. The list of old British kings given by Mr. 
Giles also deserves attention, as a parallel to the Grecian genealogies anterior 
to the Olympiads. 

^ The following passage from the Preface of Mr. Price to Warton’s His- 
tory of English Poetry is alike just and forcibly characterised ; the whole 
Pre&ce is indeed full of philosophical reflection on popular fables generally. 
Mr. Price observes (p. 79) — 

“The great evil with which this long-contested question appears to be 
threatened at the present day, is an extreme equally dangerous with tire 
incredulity of Mr, Ritson, — a disposition to receive as authentic history, 
under a slightly fabulous colouring, every incident recorded in the British 
Chronicle. An allegorical interpretation is now inflicted upon all the 
marvellous circumstances; a forced construction imposed upon the less 
glaring deviations from probability ; and the usual subterfuge of baffled 
research, — erroneous readings and etymological sophistry, — ^is made to 
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I presume to think that our great poet has proceeded upon 
mistaken views with respect to the old British fables, not less 
in that which he leaves out than in that which he retains. To 
omit the miraculous and the fantastic (it is that which he really 
means by “ the impossible and the absurd,”) is to suck the life- 
blood out of these once popular narratives — to divest them at 
once both of their genuine distinguishing mark, and of the 
charm by which they acted on the feelings of believers. Still 

reduce every stubborn and intractable text to something like the consistency 
required. It might have been_ expected that the notorious &ilures of Diony- 
sius and Plutarch iij Roman history would have prevented the repetition of 
an error, which neither learning nor ingenuity can render palatable ; and 
that the havoc and deadly ruin effected by these andent writers (in other 
respects so valuable) in one of the most beautiful and interesting monuments 
of traditional story, would have acted as suffident corrective on all future 
aspirants. The favourers of this system might at least have been instructed 
by the philosophic example of Livy, — ^if it be lawful to ascribe to philosophy 
a line of conduct which perhaps was prompted by a powerful sense of poetic 
beauty, — that traditional record can only gain in me hands of the future 
historian by one attractive aid, — the grandeur and lofty graces of that in- 
comparable style in which the first decade is written ; and that the best 
duty towards antiquity, and the most agreeable one towards posterity, is to 
transmit the narrative reedved as an unsophisticated tradition, in all the 
plenitude of its marvels and the awful dignity of its supernatural agency. 
For however largely we may concede that real events have supplied the 
substance of any traditive story, yet the amount of absolute facts, and the 
manner of those facts, the period of their occurrence, the names of the agents, 
and the locality given to the scene, are all combined upon prindpics so 
wholly beyond our Imowledge, that it becomes impossible to fix with cer- 
tainty upon any single point better authenticated than its fellow. Prob- 
ability in such decisions will often prove the most falladons guide we can 
follow; for, independently of the acknowledged historical axiom, that ‘le 
vrai n’est pas toujours le vraisemblable,’ innumerable instances might be 
adduced, where tradition has had recourse to this very probabili^ to confer 
a plausible sanction upon her most fictitious and romantic inddents. It 
will be a much more useful labour, wherever it can be effected, to trace the 
progress of this traditional story in the country where it has become located, 
by a reference to those natural or artifidal monuments which are the unvaiy- 
ing sources of fictitious events ; and, by a strict comparison of its details 
with the analogous memorials of other nations, to separate those elements 
which are obvmnsly of a native growth, from the occurrences bearing the 
impress of a foreign origin, ff'is shall gain little, perhaps, by such a eeurse 
fmr the history of human events ; but it will be an important accession, to our 
stock of knowledge on the history of the human mind, Zt will infallibly 
display, as in the analysis of every similar record, the operations of that 

that 'fiS^he chronicle of a nation’s early career, and exhibit the brightest 
attribute in the catalogue of man’s intellectntd endowments, — a glowing 
and vigorous imagination,— bestowing npon all the impulses of the mind 
a splendour and virtuous dignify, t^idi, however fiilladous historically 
considered, are never without a powerfully redeeming good, the ethical 
tendency of all their lessons.” 
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less ought wc to consent to break up and disenchant in a 
similar manner the mythes of ancient Greece — partly because 
they possess the mythical beauties and characteristics in far 
higher perfection, partly because they sank deeper into the 
mind of a Greek, and pervaded both the public and private 
sentiment of the country to a much greater degree than the 
British fables in England. 

Two courses, and two only, are open; either to pass over 
the mythes altogether, which is the way in which modern his- 
torians treat the old British fables — or else to give an account 
of them as mythes ; to recognise and respect their specific 
nature, and to abstain from confounding them with ordinary 
and certifiable history. There are good reasons for pursuing 
this second method in reference to the Grecian mythes ; and 
when so considered, they constitute an important chapter in 
the history of the Grecian mind, and indeed in that of the 
human race generally. The historical faith of the Greeks, as 
well as that of other people, in reference to early and unrecorded 
times, is as much subjective and peculiar to themselves as their 
religious faith : among the Greeks, especially, the two are con- 
founded with an intimacy which nothing less than great violence 
can disjoin. Gods, heroes and men — religion and patriotism 
— matters divine, heroic and human — ^were all woven together 
by the Greeks into one indivisible web, in which the threads of 
truth and reality, whatever they might originally have been, 
were neither intended to be, nor were actually, distinguishable. 
Composed of such materials, and animated by the electric 
spark of genius, the mythical antiquities of Greece formed a 
whole at once trustworthy and captivating to the faith and 
feelings of the people ; but neither trustworthy nor captivating, 
when we sever it from these subjective conditions, and ex^se 
its naked elements to the scrutiny of an objective criticism. 
Moreover the separate portions of Grecian mythical foretime 
ought to be considered with reference to that aggregate of which 
they form a part : to detach the divine from the heroic legends, 
or some one of the heroic legends from the remainder, as if 
there were an essential and generic difference between them, 
is to present the whole under an erroneous point of view. The 
mythes of Troy and ThSbes are no more to be handled objec- 
tively, with a view to detect an historical base, than those of 
Zeus in KrSte, of Apollo and Artemis in DSlos, of Hermes, or 
of Prometheus. To single out the siege of Troy from the oAer 
mythes, as if it were entitled to pre-eminence as an ascertained 
historical and chronological event, is a proceedinp which 



The Grecian Mythical Vein 127 

destroys the true character and coherence of the mythical 
world : we only transfer the story (as has been remarked in the 
preceding chapter) from a class with which it is connected by 
every tie both of common origin and fraternal affinity, to 
another with which it has no relationship, except such as 
violent and gratuitous criticism may enforce. 

By drawing this marked distinction between the mythical and 
the historical world, — between matter appropriate only for sub- 
jective history, and matter in which objective evidence is attain- 
able, — we shall only carry out to its proper length the just and 
well-known position long ago laid down by Varro. That 
learned man recognised three distinguishable periods in the 
time preceding his own age : “Fkst, the time from the begin- 
ning of mankind do\vn to the first deluge ; a time wholly 
unknown. Secondly, the period from the first deluge down to 
the first Olympiad, which is called the mythical period, because 
many fabulous things are recounted in it. Thirdly, the time 
from the first Olympiad down to ourselves, which is called ihe 
historical period, because the things done in it are comprised in 
true histories.”^ 

Taking the commencement of true or objective histoiy at the 
point indicated by Varro, I still consider the mythical and 
historical periods to be separated by a wider gap than he would 
have admitted. To select any one year as an absolute point of 
commencement, is of course not to be understood literally : but 
in point of fact, this is of very little importance in reference to 
the present question, seeing that the great mythical events — the 
sieges of Thfibes and Troy, the Argonautic expedition, the 
Kdydonian boar-hunt, the return of the Herakleids, &c. — are 
all placed long anterior to the first Olympiad, by those who 
have applied chronological boundaries to the mythical narra- 
tives. The period immediately preceding the first Olympiad is 
one exceedingly barren of events ; the received chronology 
recognises 400 years, and Herodotus admitted 500 years, from 
that date back to the Trojan war. 

^ Vario ap. Censorin. de Die Natali ; Varronis Fragm. p. 219, ed. 
Scaliger, 1623. ‘‘Varro tiia discrimina tompoi'uin esse tradit. Frimum 
ab hominum prindpio asque ad cataciysmum prioiemj qnod propter ignor- 
antiam vocatur Secundum, a cataclysmo pnore. ad Olympmdem 

primom, quod, quia in eo multa fabulosa referuntur, Mythiem nominatur. 
Tellium a prim& Olympiade ad nos ; quod didtur Sisterican, quia res in 
eo geslre veris histonis coatmentur.” 

To the same purpose Afeiconus, ap. Eusebium, Pteep. Ev. xx. p, 4S7 1 
fiir ‘OXv/tsruiSuv, oiiSiv lutptfiis Uniygrai rets “SMisiei, itiurmf 
irvyKeX'iM'frav, k «1 aewet airait rSy srph rot) etiftfuvoiprmi, &C, 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

CLOSING EVENTS OF LEGENDARY GREECE — PERIOD OP INTER- 
MEDIATE DARKNESS, BEFORE THE DAWN OF HISTORICAL 
GREECE 

Section I. — Return of the Herakleids into 
Peloponnesus 

In one of the preceding chapters, we have traced the descend- 
ing series of the two most distinguished mythical families in 
Peloponnesus — the Perseids and the Pelopids. We have fol- 
lowed the former down to Hetakles and his son Hyllus, and 
the latter down to Orestfis son of Agamemnon, who is left in 
the possession of that ascendency in the peninsula which had 
procured for his father the chief command in the Trojan war, 
The Herakleids or sons of Herakles, on the other hand, are 
expelled fugitives, dependent upon foreign aid or protection : 
Hyllus had perished in single combat with Echemus of Tegea, 
(connected with the Pelopids by marriage with Timandra sister 
of Klyt£emn6stra,t) and a solemn compact had been made, as 
the preliminary condition of this duel, that no similar attempt 
at an invasion of the peninsula should be undertaken by his 
family for the space of loo years. At the end of the stipulated 
period the attempt was renewed, and with complete success ; 
but its success was owing not so much to the valour of the 
invaders as to a powerful body of new allies. The Herakleids 
re-appear as leaders and companions of the Dorians,— a 
northerly section of the Greek name, who now first come into 
importance, — poor indeed in mythical renown, since they are 
never noticed in the Iliad, and only once casually mentioned in 
the Odyssey, as a fraction among the many-tongued inhabitants 
of Kjfete — but destined to form one of the grand and pre- 
dominant elements throughout all the career of historical Hellas. 

The son of Hyllus — Kleodaeus — as well as his grandson 
Aristomachus, were now dead, and the lineage of HeraklSs 
was represented by the three sons of the latter — TSmenus, 
Kresphontfis, and Aristodfimus. Under their conduct the 
Dorians penetrated into the peninsula. The mythical account 
traced back this intimate union between the Herakleids and the 
Dorians to a prior war, in which Heraklfis himself had rendered 

^ Hesiod, Eoiai, Fnimn. 58, p, 41 , ed. DUatzer. 
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inestimable aid to the Dorian king ^gimius, when the latter 
was hard pressed in a contest wth the Lapithoe. Herakles 
defeated the Lapithm, and slew their king Koronus ; in return 
for which vEgimius assigned to his deliverer one-third part of 
his whole territory, and adopted Hyllus as his son. Herakles 
desired that the territory thus made over might be held in 
reserve until a time should come when his descendants might 
stand in need of it ; and that time did come, after the death of 
Hyllus (see Chap. V.). Some of the Herakleids then found 
shelter at Trikorythus in Attica, but the remainder, turning 
their steps towards ^Egimius, solicited from him the allotment 
of land which had been promised to their valiant progenitor, 
^gimius received them according to his engagement and 
assigned to them the stipulated third portion of his territory. ^ 
From this moment the Herakleids and Dorians became inti- 
mately united together into one social communion. Pamphylus 
and Dymas, sons of .dEgimius, accompanied TSmenus and his 
two brothers in their invasion of Peloponndsus. 

Such is the mythical incident which professes to explain the 
origin of those three tribes into which all the Donan com- 
munities were usually divided — ^tbe Hyll(^is, the Pamphyli, and 
the Dymanes— the first of the three including certain particular 
families, such as that of tlie kings of Sparta, who bore the 
special name of Herakleids. Hyllus, Pamphylus, and Dymas 
are the eponymous heroes of the three Dorian tribes. 

Temenus and his two brothers resolved to attack Pelopon- 
nesus, not by a land-march along the Isthmus, such as that in 
which Hyllus had been previously slain, but by sea across 
the narrow inlet between the promontories of Rhium and 
Antirrliium with which the Gulf of Corinth commences 


^ DiodCi. iv. 37-60; Apolloddr. fi. 7 > 7 ! Ephorus ap. Steph. By*. 
Av/tSv, Fiagm. 10, ed. Marx. 

The Doric institutions are called by Pindar Al-yi/ihv Aapi/cal (Pyth. 
L 134). 

There existed an andent epic poem, now lost, but died on some few 
occasions by authors still preserved, under the title Aiylutos ; the authorship 
being sometimes ascribed to Hesiod, sometimes to Kerkops (Athens, xi. 
p. 503). The few fragments which remain do not enable us to make out the 
sdieme of it, inasmuch as they embrace different mythical inddents lying 
very wide of each other, — 16 , the Argonauts, Pdleus and Thetis, &c. But 
the name which it bears seems to imply that the war of ^gimius against 
the Lapithre. and the aid given to him by H6rakl&, was one of its chief 
topics. Both O. Muller (History of the Dorians, vol. i. h. 1 . c. 8) and 
Weldier (Der Epische Kykius, p. 263) appear to me to go beyond the very 
scanty evidence which we possess in tiieir determination of this lost poem ; 
compare Marktscbefiel, Frsefat. Hesiod. Fragm. cap. 5, p. 159. 
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According to one story indeed — ^iivhich however does not seem 
to have been known to Herodotus — they are said to have 
selected this line of march by the express direction of the 
Delphian god, who vouchsafed to expound to them an oracle 
which had been delivered to Hyllus in the ordinary equivocal 
phraseology. Both the Ozolian Lokrians, and the .lEtClians, 
inhabitants of the northern coast of the Gulf of Corinth, were 
favourable to the enterprise, and the former granted to them a 
port for building their ships, from which memorable circum- 
stance die port ever afterwards bore the name of Naupaktus. 
Aristodemus was here struck with lightning and died, leaving 
twin sons, Eur3’sthenSs and Prokles ; but his remaining 
brothers continued to press the expedition with alacrity. 

At this juncture, an Akamanian prophet named Karnus, 
presented himself in the camp ^ under the inspiration of Apollo, 
and uttered various predictions : he was however so much sus- 
pected of treacherous collusion with the Peloponnesians, that 
HippotSs, great grandson of Herakles through Phylas and 
Antiochus, slew him. His death drew upon the army the 
wrath of Apollo, who destroyed their vessels and punished 
them with famine. Tfimenus in his distress, again applying to 
the Delphian god for succom and counsel, was made acquainted 
with the cause of so much suffering, and was directed to banish 
Hippotfis for ten years, to offer expiatory sacrifice for the death 
of Karnus, and to seek as the guide of the army a man with 
three eyes.** On coming back to Naupaktus, he met the 
.^tfilian Oxylus son of Andrsemfin returning to his country, 
after a temporary exile in Elis incurred for homicide : Oxylus 
had lost one eye, but as he was seated on a horse, the man and 
the horse together made up the three eyes required, and he was 
adopted as the guide prescribed by the oracle.® Conducted by 

^ Respecting this prophet, compare CEnomans ap. Eusebium, Pneparat. 
Evangel, v. p. an. Accoiding to that statement, both Kleodseus (here 
called Aridsus), son of Hyllus, and Aristomachus son of KleudcEus, had 
made separate and successive attempts at the head of the Herakleids to 
penetrate into Feloponndsus through the Isthmus: both had failed and 
perished, having misunderstood the admonition of the Deipbian oracle. 
CEnomans could have known nothing of the pledge given by Hyllus, as 
the condition of the single combat between Hyllus and Echemus (according 
to Herodotus), that the Herakleids should make no fre^ trial for lOO years ; 
if it had been understood that they had given and then violated such a 
pledge, such violation would probably have been adduced to account for 
their failure. 

* Apolloddr. ii. 8, 3 ; Paosan. iii. 13, 3. 

• Apolloddr. ii 8, 3. According to the account of Fausanias, the beast 
upon which Oxylus rode was a mule and bad lost one eye (Pans. v. » . S). 



Closing Events 13 1 

him, they refitted their ships, landed on the opposite coast of 
Achaia, and marched to attack Tisamenus son of Orestes, then 
the great potentate of the peninsula. A decisive battle was 
fought, in which the latter was vanquished and slain, and in 
which Pamphylus and Dymas also perished. This battle made 
the Dorians so completely masters of the Peloponnesus, that 
they proceeded to distribute the territory among themselves. 
The fertile land of Elis had been by previous stipulation 
reserved for Oxylus, as a recompense for his services as con- 
ductor : and it was agreed that the three Herakleids — ^Temenus, 
Kresphontfes, and the infant sons of Aristodemus — should draw 
lots for Argos, Sparta, and MessfinS. Argos fell to Tfimenus, 
Sparta to the sons of Aristodemus, and MessSne to Kre- 
sphontSs j the latter having secured for himself this prize, the 
most fertile territory of the three, by the fraud of putting into 
the vessel out of which the lots were drawn, a lump of clay 
instead of a stone, whereby the lots of his brothers were drawn 
out while his own remained inside. Solemn sacrifices were 
offered by each upon this partition ; but as they proceeded to 
the ceremony, a miraculous sign was seen upon the altar of 
each of the brothers — a toad corresponding to Argos, a serpent 
to Sparta, and a fox to Mess6n&. The prophets, on being 
consulted, delivered the import of these mysterious indications; 
the toad, as an animal slow and stationary, was an evidence 
that the possessor of Argos would not succeed in enterprises 
beyond the limits of his own city; the serpent denoted the 
aggressive and formidable future reserved to Sparta; the fox 
prognosticated a career of wile and deceit to the Me-ssenian. 

Such is the brief account given by Apollodbrus of the Return 
of the Herakleids, at which point we pass, as if touched by the 
wand of a magician, from mythical to historical Greece. The 
story bears on the face of it the stamp, not of history, but of 
legend — abridged from one or more of the genealogical poets,^ 
and presenting such an account as they thought satisfactory, of 
the first formation of the great Dorian establishments in Pelo- 
ponnfisus, as well as of the semi-AEt61ian Elis. Its incidents 
are so conceived as to have an explanatory bearing on Dorian 
institutions — upon the triple division of tribes, characteristic of 

^ Herodotus observes, in reference to the Lacedemonian account of their 
first two kings in Peloponndsus (Kurysthen^s and Proklfe, the twin sons of 
Aristoddmus), that the LacedEemonians gave a siotyi not in harmony with 
any of the — Aafceiai/iivm yip, bieoKoyiavros oiSevl iroiijrS, 

h^ovoiv aMo ’ApioriSripoy . . . BaotKeioyra iyceyiiv oipiae is raiosiy ript 
"yfipsiv rijy yvy iKriivrai, ob rais ^ApioroSiiftov vstiSas (Herodot. vi. 5a}* 
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the Dorians — ^upon the origin of the great festival of the 
Karneia at Sparta and other Dorian cities, alleged to be cele- 
brated in expiation of the murder of Karnus — upon the 
different temper and character of the Dorian states among 
themselves — upon the early alliance of the Dorians with Elis, 
which contributed to give ascendency and vogue to the Olympic 
games — upon the reverential dependence of Dorians towards 
the Delphian oracle — and lastly upon the etymology of the 
name Naupaktus. If we possessed the narrative more in detail, 
we should probably find many more examples of colouring of 
the legendary past suitable to the circumstances of the historical 
present. 

Above all, this legend makes out in favour of the Dorians 
and their kings a mythical title to their Peloponnesian estab- 
lishments ; Argos, Sparta, and Messen^ are presented as right- 
fully belonging, and restored by just retribution, to the children 
of HSrakles. It was to them that Zeus had specially given the 
territory of Sparta j the Dorians came in as their subjects and 
auxiliaries.’' Plato gives a very different version of the legend, 
but we find that he too turns the story in such a manner as to 
embody a claim of right on the part of the conquerors. Ac- 
cording to him, the Achaeans who returned from the capture of 
Troy, found among their fellow-citizens at home — the race 
which had grown up during their absence — an aversion to re- 
admit them; after a fruitless endeavour to make good their 
rights, they were at last expelled, but not without much contest 
and bloodshed. A leader named Dorieus collected all these 
exiles into one body, and from him they received the name of 
Dorians instead of Achseans; then marching back under the 
conduct of the Herakleids into Peloponnesus, they recovered 
by force the possessions from which they had been shut out, 
and constituted the three Dorian establishments under the 
separate Herakleid brothers, at Argos, Sparta, and MessSne. 
These three fraternal dynasties were founded upon a scheme of 

* Tyiteeus, Fiagm. — 

yup KpovCav, KoWurre^dyov irdtns *Bpas, 

Z«V5 apatcAu3<U9 TfjSw irrfXtv* 

Olo'tv 0^1 ir/)oAMr^vr«t *Ep(vtoj' 

Eipwy UtXowQv 

In a similar manner Pindar says that Apollo had planted the sons of 
Hlrakl^Si jointly with those of i^gimius^ at Sparta, Argos and Pylus 
(Pyth. V. 93). 

Isolcratffi (Or. Arckidatmu, p. 120) makes out a good title by a 
different line of mythical reasoning. There seem to have lieen also stories, 
containing mythical reasons why the Herakleids did fift acquire possession 
of Arcadia (Polyeen. i. 7), 
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intimate union and sworn alliance one with the other, for the 
purpose of resisting any attack which might be made upon 
them from Asia,i either hy the remaining Trojans or by their 
allies. Such is the story as Plato believed it; materially 
different in the incidents related, yet analogous in mythical 
feeling, and embodying alike the idea of a rightful reconquest. 
Moreover the two accounts agree in representing both the 
entire conquest and the triple division of Dorian Peloponnesus 
as begun and completed in one and the same enterprise, — so as 
to constitute one single event, which Plato would probably 
have called the Return of the Achseans, but which was com- 
monly known as the Return of the Herakleids. Though this 
is both inadmissible and inconsistent with other statements 
which approach close to the historical times, yet it bears every 
mark of being the primitive view originally presented by the 
genealogical poets. The broad way in which the incidents are 
grouped together, was at once easy for the imagination to follow 
and impressive to the feelings. 

The existence of one legendary account must never be 
understood as excluding the probability of other accounts, 
current at the same time, but inconsistent with it ; and many 
such there were as to the first establishment of the Pelopon- 
nesian Dorians. In the narrative which I have given from 
Apolloddrus, conceived apparently under the influence of 
Dorian feelings, Tisamenus is stated to have been slain in the 
invasion. But according to another narrative, which seems to 
have found favour with the historical Achaeans on the north 
coast of Peloponnesus, Tisamenus, though expelled by the 
invaders from his kingdom of Sparta or Argos, was not slain ; 
he was allowed to retire under agreement, together with a 
certain portion of his subjects, and he directed his steps towards 
the coast of Pelopoimesus south of the Corinthian Gulf, then 
occupied by the lonians. As there were relations, not only of 
friendship, but of kindred origin, between lonians and Achasans 
(the eponymous heroes Idn andAchmus pass for brothers, both 
sons of Xuthus), Tisamenus solicited from the lonians admis- 
sion for himself and his fellow-fugitives into their territory. 
The leading lonians declining this request, under the appre- 
hension that Tisamenus might be chosen as sovereign over the 
whole, the latter accomplished his object by force. After a 
vehement struggle, the lonians were vanquished and put to 
flighty and Tisamenus thus acquired possession of Helikfi, as 
well as of the northern coast of the peninsula, westward from 
^ Plato, Lemr. ilL 6-7, p, 68a-686. 
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Siky6n ; which coast continued to be occupied by the Achueans, 
and received its name from them, throughout all the historical 
times. The lonians retired to Attica, many of them taking 
part in what is called the Ionic emigration to the coast of Asia 
Minor, which followed shortly afier. Pausanias indeed tells us 
that Tisamenus, having gained a decisive victory over the 
lonians, fell in the engagement,^ and did not himself live to 
occupy the country of which his troops remained masters. But 
this story of the death of Ti-samenus seems to arise from a 
desire on the part of Pausanias to blend together into one 
narrative two discrepant legends ; at least the historical 
Achreans in later times continued to regard Tisamenus himself 
as having lived and reigned in their territory, and as having 
left a regal dynasty which lasted down to Ogyg&,® after whom 
it was exchanged for a popular government.® 

1'he conquest of Temcnus, the eldest of the three Hera- 
kleids, originally comprehended only Argos and its neighbour- 
hood: it was from thence that Troezen, Epidaurus, A?gina, 
Siky6n, and Phlius were successively occupied by Dorians, the 
sons and son-in-law of Tfimenus — Dciphontes, PhalkSs, and 
Keisus — being the leaders under whom this was accomplished.* 
At Sparta the success of the Dorians was furthered by the 
treason of a man named Philonomus, who received as recom- 
pense the neighbouring town and territory of Amyklse.® Mes- 
scnia is said to have submitted without resistance to the 
dominion of the HeraJdeid Kresphontes, who established his 
residence at Stenyklarus : the Pylian Melanthus, then ruler of 
the country and representative of the great mythical lineage of 
Nfileus and Nest6r, withdrew with his household gods and with 
a portion of his subjects to Attica.® 

The only Dorian establishment in the peninsula not directly 
connected with the triple partition is Corinth, which is said to 

^ Pftusan. vii. 1-3. 

® Polyb. ii. 45 ; iv. i. Strabo, viii. p. 383-384. This Tisamenus 
derives his name from the memorable act of revenge a.scriberl to his father 
Orestes. So in the legend of the Siege of Thfibes, Thersander, as one of 
the Epigoni, avenged his father Polynikes : the son of Thersander was also 
called Tisamenus (Ilerodot. iv. 149). Compare O. Muller, Dorians, i. p. 
69, note 9, Eng. Trans. 

“ Diod6r. iv. 1. The historian Ephorus embodied in his work a narrative 
in considerable detail of this grand event of Grecian legend, — the Return of 
the Herakleids, — ^with which he profe.ssed to commence his consecutive 
history : from what sources he borrowed we do not know. 

* Strabo, viii. p. 3S9. Pausan. ii. 6, 3 ; 12, l. 

^ Confin. Narr. 36 j Strabo, viii. p. 365. 

" Strabo, viii. p. 359 ; Condn, Narr. 39. 
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have been Dorised somewhat later and under another leader, 
though still a Herakleid. Hippotcs — descendant of Hfirakles 
in the fourth generation, but not through Hyllus — had been 
guilty (as already mentioned) of the murder of Kamus the 
prophet at the camp of Naupaktus, for which he had been 
banished and remained in exile for ten years j his son deriving 
the name of AlSt^s from the long wanderings endured by the 
father. At the head of a body of Dorians, Algtes attacked 
Corinth : he pitched his camp on the Solygeian eminence near 
the city, and harassed the inhabitants with constant warfare 
until he compelled them to surrender. Even in the time of 
the Peloponnesian war, the Corinthians professed to identify 
the hill on which the camp of these assailants had been placed. 
The great mythical dynasty of the Sisyphids was expelled, and 
Aletes became ruler and CEkist of the Dorian city ; many of the 
inhabitants however, ^.olic or Ionic, departed.^ 

The settlement of Oxylus and his iEtdlians in Elis is said by 
some to have been accomplished with very little opposition ; 
the leader professing himself to be descended from .lEtolus, 
who had been in a previous age banished from Elis into ./EtdUa, 
and the two people, Epeians and .(Etdlians, acknowledging a 
kindred origin one with the other.® At first indeed, according 
to Ephorus, the Epeians appeared in arms, determined to repel 
the intruders, but at length it was agreed on both sides to 
abide the issue of a single combat. Degmenus, the champion 
of the Epeians, confided in the long shot of his bow and arrow j 
but the .^tfllian Pyrsechmfis came provided with his sling, — a 
weapon then unknown and recently invented by the .lEtfilians, — 
the range of which was yet longer than that of the bow of his 
enemy ; he thus killed Degmenus, and secured the victory to 
Oxylus and his followers. According to one statement the 
Epeians were expelled ; according to another tliey fraternised 
amicably with the new-comers. Whatever may be the truth 
as to this matter, it is certain that their name is from this 
moment lost, and that they never reappear among the historical 
elements of Greece :® we hear from this time forward only of 
Eleians, said to be of .<Et61ian descent.* 

^ Thiicyd. iv. 42. Schol. Findar. Olymp. xiii. 17; and Nem. vii. 155. 
Cnndn, Narrat. 26, Ephor. ap. Strab. viii. p. 389. 

Thncydid^ calls the ante-Dorian inhabitants of Coiinth jEolians ; Condn 
calls them losians. 

* Ephorus ap. Strabo, x. p. 463. 

® Strabo, viii. p. 358; Fausan. v. 4, i. One of the six towns in Ttiphylia 
mentioned by Herodotus is called "EireioF (Herodot. iv, 149). 

* Herodot. viii. 73; Fausan. v. 1,2. Hekatseus affirmed that the Epeians 
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One most important privilege was connected with the posses- 
sion of the Eleian territory by Oxylus, coupled with his claim 
on the gratitude of the Dorian kings. The Eleians acquired 
the administration of the temple at Olympia, which the Achseans 
are said to have possessed before them ; and in consideration 
of this sacred function, which subsequently ripened into the 
celebration of the great Olympic games, their territory was 
solemnly pronounced to be inviolable. Such was the statement 
of Ephorus:^ we find, in this case as in so many others, that 
the return of the Herakleids is made to supply a legendary 
basis for the historical state of things in Peloponnesus. 

It was the practice of the great Attic tragedians, with rare 
exceptions, to select the subjects of their composition from the 
heroic or legendary world. Euripides had composed three 
dramas, now lost, on the adventures of Temenus with his 
daughter Hyrneth6 and his son-in-law Deiphontes — on the 
family misfortunes of Kresphontes and Merope — and on the 
successful valour of Archelausthe son of Temenus in Macedonia, 
where he was alleged to have first begun the dynasty of the 
Temenid kings. Of these subjects the first and second were 
eminently tragical, and the third, relating to Archelaus, appears 
to have been undertaken by EuripidSs in compliment to his 
contemporary sovereign and patron, Archelaus king of Mace- 
donia: we are even told that those exploits which the usual 
version of the legend ascribed to Tfimenus, were reported in 
the drama of Euripides to have been performed by Archelaus 
his son.® Of all the heroes, touched upon by the three Attic 
tragedians, these Dorian Herakleids stand lowest in the descend- 
ing genealogical series — one mark amongst others that we are 
approaching the ground of genuine history. 

Though the name Achmans, as denoting a people, is hence- 
forward confined to the North-Peloponnesian territory specially 
called Achaia, and to the inhabitants of Achtea Phthidtis, north 

Were completely alien to the Eleians ; Strabo does not seem to have been 
able to satisfy himself either of the afiirmative or negative (Hekatoeus, Fr, 
348, ed. Cidot ; Strabo, viii. p. 341). 

* Ephorus ap. Strab. viii. p. 358. The tale of the inhabitants of Pisa, 
the territory more immediately bordering upon Olympia, was very different 
from this. 

’ Agatharchidcs ap. Photiom, Sect. 350, p. 1332. Oftlf EipariSou 
KOTuyopS, T^t ’Apxs^'ts’ mpirtitutirvs vis "iyinivov irpi£|B<s, 

Compare the Fragments of the Tu/atviSm, ’ApxeXaos, and Kp€irip 6 vnis, in 
Dindorfs edition of Euripidfe, with the illustrative remarks of Welcker, 
Griechische Trngiidien, pp. 697, 708, 828. 

The Prologue of the Archelaus seems to have gone through the whole 
series of the Herakleidan lineage, from jEcwptus and Danaus downwards. 
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of Mount CEta — and though the great Peloponnesian states 
always seem to have prided themselves on the title of Dorians — 
yet we find the kings of Sparta, even in the historical age, 
taking pains to appropriate to themselves the mythical glories 
of theAchseanSjand to set themselves forth as the representatives 
of Agamemnfin and Orestes. The Spartan king KleomenSs 
even went so far as to disavow formally any Dorian parentage •, 
for when the priestess -at Athens refused to permit him to 
sacrifice in the temple of Ath&iS, on the plea that it was 
peremptorily closed to all Dorians, he replied — “I am no 
Dorian, but an Achaean.” ^ Not only did the Spartan envoy, 
before Gelon of Syracuse, connect the indefeasible title of his 
country to the supreme command of the Grecian military force, 
with the ancient name and lofty prerogatives of Agamemndn* — 
but in further pursuance of the same feeling, the Spartans are 
said to have carried to Sparta both the bones of Orestfes from 
Tegea, and those of Tisamenus from HelikS,® at the injunction 
of the Delphian oracle. There is also a story that Oxylus in 
Elis was directed by the same oracle to invite into his country 
an Acbtean, as CEkist, conjointly with himself j and that he 
called in Agorius, the grea^grandson of OrestSs, from HelikS, 
with a small number of Achmans who joined him.* The 
Dorians themselves, being singularly poor in native legends, 
endeavoured, not unnaturally, to decorate themselves with 
those legendary ornaments wMch the Achceans possessed in 
abundance. 

As a consequence of the Dorian establishments in Pelopon- 
nesus, several migrations of the pre-existing Inhabitants are 
represented as taking place, i. The Epeians of Elis are either 
expelled, or merged in the new-comers under O-xylus, and lose 
their separate name. 2. The Pylians, together with the great 
heroic family of Nfileus and his son Nestfir, who preside over 
them, give place to the Dorian establishment of Messfenia, and 
retire to Athens, where their leader Melanthus becomes king : 
a large portion of them take part in the subsequent Ionic 
emigration. 3. A portion of the Achseans, under Penthilus, 
and other descendants of Orestfis, leave Peloponnfisus, and 
form what is called the iEolic Emigration, to Lesbos, the 
Tr6ad, and the Gulf of Adramyttium: the name Mdlians, 
unknown to Homer and seemingly never applied to any separ- 
ate tribe at all, being introduced to designate a large section of 
the Hellenic name, partly in Greece Proper and partly in Asia. 

^ Herodot v. 72. * Herodot. vii. rS9. 

• Herodot. 5 68 j JPausan. v 2 . I, 3. * Pavsan. v. 4, 2. 
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4. Another portion of j-Vchieans expel the lonians from Achaia 
properly so called, in the north of Peloponnesus ; the lonians 
retiring to Attica. 

The Homeric poems describe Achseans, Pylians, and Epeians, 
in Peloponnesus, but take no notice of lonians in the northern 
district of Achaia : on the contrary, the Catalogue in the Iliad 
distinctly includes this territory under the dominions of 
Agamemndn. Though the Catalogue of Homer is not to be 
regarded as an historical document, fit to be called as evidence 
for the actual state of Peloponndsus at any prior time, it 
certainly seems a better authority than the statements advanced 
by Herodotus and others respecting the occupation of northern 
Peloponnesus by the lonians, and their expulsion from it by 
Tisamenus. In so far as the Catalogue is to be trusted, it 
negatives the idea of lonians at Helike, and countenances what 
seems in itself a more natural supposition — that the historical 
Achseans in the north part of Peloponnesus are a small undis- 
turbed remnant of the powerful Achsean population once dis- 
tributed throughout the peninsula, until it was broken up and 
partially expelled by the Dorians. _ 

The Homeric legends, unquestionably the oldest which we 
possess, are adapted to a population of Achseans, Danaans, and 
Argeians, seemingly without any special and recognised names, 
either aggregate or divisional, other than the name of each 
separate tribe or kingdom. The Post-Homeric legends are 
adapted to a population classified quite difierently — Hellens, dis- 
tributed into Dorians, lonians, and yEfilians. If we knew more 
of the time and circumstances in which these different legends 
grew up, we should probably be able to explain their discrepancy ; 
but in our present ignorance we can only note the fact. 

Whatever difficulty modem criticism may find in regard to 
the event called “ The Return of the Herakleids," no doubt is 
expressed about it even by the best historians of antiquity. 
Thucydides accepts it as a single and literal event, having its 
assignable date, and carrying at one blow the acquisition of 
Peloponnesus. The date of it he fixes as eighty years after the 
capture of Troy. Whether he was the original determiner of 
this epoch, or copied it from some previous author, we do not 
know. It must have been fixed according to some computa- 
tion of generations, for there were no other means accessible — 
probably by means of the lineage of the Herakleids, which, as 
belonging to the kings of Sparta, constituted the most public 
and conspicuous thread of connexion between the Grecian real 
and mythical world, and measured the interval between the 
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siege of Troy itself and the first recorded Olympiad. Heraklfis 
himself represents the generation before the siege, and his son 
Tlepolemus fights in the besieging army. If we suppose the 
first generation after Hfirakl^s to commence with the begiiming 
of the siege, the fourth generation after him will coincide with 
the ninetieth year after the same epoch ; and therefore, deduct- 
ing ten years for the duration of the struggle, it will coincide 
with the eightieth year after the capture of the city;^ thirty 
years being reckoned for a generation. The date assigned by 
Thucydides will thus agree with the distance in which 
Temenus, KresphontSs, and AristodSmus stand removed from 
Herakl&s. The interval of eighty years, between the capture 
of Troy and the Return of the Herakleids, appears to have 
been admitted by Apolloddrus and Eratosthenfe, and some 
other professed chronologists of antiquity : but there were 
different reckonings which also found more or less of support. 

Section II. — Migration of Thessalians and Bceotians 

In the same passage in which Thucydides speaks of the 
Return of the Herakleids, he also marks out the date of another 
event a little antecedenl^ which is alleged to have powerfully 
affected the condition of Northern Greece. “ Sixty years after 
the capture of Troy (he tells us) the Boefitians were driven by 
the Thessalians from Ame, and migrated into the land then 
called Kadmeis, but now Boefitia, wherein there had previously 
dwelt a section of their race, who had contributed the contingent 
to the Trojan war.” 

The expulsion here mentioned, of the Boefitians from Arnfi 
“ by the Thessalians," has been construed, with probability, to 
allude to the immigration of the Thessalians, properly so called, 
from the Thesprfitid in Epirus into Thessaly. That the Thes- 
salians had migrated into Thessaly from the Thesprotid 
territory, is stated by Herodotus,® though he says nothing 
about time or circumstances. Antiphus and Pheidippus appear 
in the Homeric Catalogue as commanders of the Grecian con- 
tingent from the islands of IC6s and KLarpatbus, on the south- 
east coast of Asia Minor : they are sons of Thessalus, who is 
himself the son of HfiraklSs. A legend ran, that these two 
chiefs, in the dispersion which ensued after the victory, bad 
been driven by storms into the Ionian Gulf, and cast upon the 
coast of Epirus, where they landed and settled at EphjurS in the 

* The dale of Thuoydidfis is caloukted, nvrh ’JXfow £\w<ni' (i. 13). 

* Herod, vii. xj 6 . 
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Thesprfltid.1 It was Thessalus, grandson of Pheidippus, who 
was reported to have conducted the Thesprotians across the 
passes of Pindus into Thessaly, to have conquered the fertile 
central plain of that country, and to have imposed upon it his 
own name instead of its previous denomination ^olis.® 

Whatever we may think of this legend as it stands, the state 
of Thessaly during the historical ages renders it highly probable 
that the Thessalians, properly so called, were a body of immi- 
grant conquerors. They appear always as a rude, warlike, 
violent, and uncivilised race, distinct from their neighbours the 
Achaeans, the Magnetes, and the Perrhsebians, and holding all 
the three in tributary dependence. These three tribes stand 
to them in a relation analogous to that of the Lacedoemonian 
Perioeki towards Sparta, while the Penestre, who cultivated their 
lands, are almost an exact parallel of the Helots. Moreover, 
the low level of taste and intelligence among the Thessalians, as 
well as certain points of their costume, assimilates them more 
to Macedonians or Epirots than to Hellens.® Their position in 
Thessaly is in many respects analogous to that of the Spartan 
Dorians in Peloponnfeus, and there seems good reason for 
concluding that the former, as well as the latter, were originally 
victorious invaders, though we cannot pretend to determine the 
time at which the invasion took place. The great family of the 
Aleuads,^ and probably other Thessalian families besides, were 
descendants of HSraklfis, like the kings of Sparta. 

There are no similar historical grounds, in the case of the 
alleged migration of the Boedtians from Thessaly to Boedtia, to 
justify a belief in the main fact of the legend, nor were the 
different legendary stories in harmony one with the other. 
While the Homeric epic recognises the Boedtians in Bcedtia, 
but not in Thessaly, Thucydid& records a statement which he 
had found of their migration from the latter into the former. 
But in order to escape the necessity of flatly contradicting 

* See the epigram ascribed to Aristotle (Antholog. Grcec. t. i. p. iSl, ed. 
Keisk ; Velleius Patercul. i. l). 

The Scholia on Lycophrbn (912) give a stoiy somewhat different. EphyrS 
is given as the old legendaiy name of the city of Krannon in Thessaly 
(Kineas, ap. Schol. Pindar. Pyth. x. 85), which creates the combsion with 
the Thesprotian Ephyr8. 

® Herodot. vii. 176 ; Velleius Patercul. 1 . 2-3 ; Chai-ax, ap. Stephan. 
Byz. V. Atipiffv; Polysen. viii. 44. 

There were several different statements, however, about the parentage of 
Thessalus as well as about the name of the country (Strabo, ix. p. 443 ; 
Stephan. Byz. v. Ai/toyia), 

* See K. O. Miiller, History of the Dorians, Introduction, sect. 4. 

* Pindar, Pyth. s. 2. 
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Homer, he inserts the parenthesis that there had been previously 
an outlying fraction of Boedtians in Boe6tia at the time of the 
Trojan war,^ from whom the troops who served with Agamemndn 
were drawn. Nevertheless, the discrepancy with the Iliad, 
though less strikingly obvious, is not removed, inasmuch as the 
Catalogue is unusually copious in enumerating the contingents 
from Thessaly, without once mentioning Bcnotians. Homer 
distinguishes Orchomenus from Boedtia, and he does not 
specially notice Thdbes in the Catalogue : in other respects his 
enumeration of the towns coincides pretty well with the ground 
historically known afterwards under the name of Bcedtia. 

Pausanias gives us a short sketch of the events which he sup- 
poses to have intervened in this section of Greece between the 
Siege of Troy and the Return of the Herakleids. Peneleds, the 
leader of the Boedtians at the siege, having been slain by Eury- 
pylus the son of Telephus, Tisamenus, son of Thersander and 
grandson of Polynikfis, acted as their commander both during 
the remainder of the siege and after their return. Autesidn, 
his son and successor, became subject to the wrath of the 
avenging Erinnyes of Laius and CEdipus : the oracle directed 
him to_ expatriate, and he joined the Dorians. In his place 
Damasichtbdn, son of Opheltas and grandson of Peneleds, 
became king of the Boedtians: he was succeeded by Ptole- 
masus, who was himself followed by Xanthus. A war having 
broken out at that time between the Athenians and Boedtians, 
Xanthus engaged in single combat with Melanthus son of 
Andropompus, the champion of Attica, and perished by the 
cunning of his opponent. After the death of Xanthus, the 
Boedtians passed from kingship to popular government* As 
Melanthus was of the lineage of the Neleids, and had migrated 
from Pylus to Athens in consequence of the successful estab- 
lishment of the Dorians in Messdnia, the duel with Xanthus 
must have been of course subsequent to the Return of the 
Herakleids. 

Here then we have a summary of alleged Boedtian history 
between the Siege of Troy and the Return of the Herakleids, 
in which no mention is made of the immigration of the mass 
of Bcedtians from Thessaly, and seemingly no possibility left of 
fitting in so great and capital an incident. The legends followed 
by Pausanias are at variance with those adopted by Thucydidds, 
but they harmonise much better with Homer. 

So deservedly high is the authority of Thucydidds, that the 

^ Thucyd. i. 12. Sk airay woi i1roSa<r/^hs^ irpirfpity iy if 7? ruirji 
Sv Kiu is “i\ioy iffrfut^fvpeyr * Pavtsan, ix. 5, 8, 



142 History of Greece 

migi'ation here distinctly announced by him is commonly set 
doTNTi as an ascertained datum, historically as well as chrono- 
logically. But on this occasion it can be shown that he only 
followed one amongst a variety of discrepant legends, none of 
which there were any means of verifying. 

Pausanias recognised a migration of the Bcedtians from Thes- 
saly, in early times anterior to the Trojan war ; and the account 
of Ephorus, as given by Strabo, professed to record a series 
of changes in the occupants of tlie country: — first, the non- 
Hellenic Aones and Temmikes, Leleges and Hyantes ; next, 
the Kadmeians, who, after the second siege of Tlifibes by the 
Epigoni, were expelled by the Thracians and Pelasgians, and 
retired into Thessaly, where they joined in communion with 
the inhabitants of Amc, — the whole aggregate being called 
Bcedtians. After the Trojan war, and about the time of the 
iEolic emigration, these Boedtians returned from Thessaly and 
reconquered Boeotia, driving out the Thracians and Pelasgians, 
— the former retiring to Parnassus, the latter to Attica. It was 
on this occasion (he says) that the Minys of Orchomenus were 
subdued, and forcibly incorporated with the Boedtians. Ephorus 
seems to have followed in the main the same narrative as 
Thucydidds, about the movement of the Bredtians out of 
Thessaly; coupling it however with several details current 
as explanatory of proverbs and customs.® 

The only fact which wc make out, independent of these 
legends, is, that there existed certain homonymies and certain 
affinities of religious worship, between parts of Boedtia and 
parts of Thessaly, which appear to indicate a kmdred race. 
A town named Amd,® similar in name to the Thessalian, ^vas 
enumerated in the Boedtian Catalogue of Homer, and anti- 
quaries identified it sometimes with the historical toTO Chasro- 
neia,^ sometimes with Akrtephtum. Moreover there was near 

^ Pausan. x. S, 3. 

* Ephor. Fragm. 30, ed. Marx. ; Strabo, ix. p. 401-402. The story of 
the Boedtutos at Arne in Polyrenu.'; (i. 12) probably comes from Ephorus. 

Dioddrus (xix. 53) gives a summary of the legendary history of Thdbes 
from Ueukalidn downwards : he tells us that the Bcedtians were expelled 
from their country, and obliged to retire into Thessaly during the Trojan 
war, in consequence of the absence of so many of their brave warriors at 
Troy ; they did not find their way back into Boedtia until the fourth 
generation. 

* Stephan. Byz. v. 'Apm, makes the Thessalian Arnd an Avomos of the 
Boedtian. 

* Homer, Iliad, ii. ; Strabo, ix. p. 413 ; Fausan. ix. 40, 3. Some of the 
families at Cbmroneia, even daring the time of the Boman dominion in 
Greece, traced their origin to PeripoUas the prophet, who was said to havq 
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the Boe6tian Koroneia a river named Kuarius or Koralius, and 
a venerable temple dedicated to the Itonian Athfine, in the 
sacred ground of which the Pambceotia, or public council of the 
Boehtian name, was held ; there was also a temple and a river 
of similar denomination in Tliessaly, near to a town called Iton 
or Itdnus.i We may from these circumstances presume a cer- 
tain ancient kindred between the population of these regions, 
and such a circumstance is sufficient to explain the generation 
of legends describing migrations backward and forward, whether 
true or not in point of fact. 

What is most important to remark is, that the stories of 
ThucydidAs and Ephorus bring us out of the mythical into 
the historical Boedtia. Orchomenus is Bceotised, and we hear 
no more of the once-powerful Minyse : there are no more 
Kadmeians at Thfibes, nor Bcedlians in Thessaly. The Minyse 
and the Kadmeians disappear in the Ionic emigration, which 
will be presently adverted to. Historical Boedtia is now con- 
stituted, apparently in its federative league under the presidency 
of Thdbes, just as we find it in the time of the Persian and 
Peloponnesian wars. 

Section III. — Emigrations from Greece to Asia and 
THE Islands of the ^Egean 

I. jEolic.— 2. Ionic. — 3. Doaic 

To complete the transition of Greece from its mythical to its 
historical condition, the secession of the races belonging to the 
former must follow upon the introduction of those belonging to 

accompanied Opheltos in his invading march out of Thessaly (Plutarch, 
Kimon, c. l). 

* Strabo, ix. 411-435 ; Homer, Hind, u. 696 j Hekalteus, Pr. 338, 
Didnt. 

The Fragment from Alkscus (cited by Strabo, but briefly and with a muti- 
lated text) serve.s only to identify the river and the town. 

Itdnus was said to be son of Amphikl^n, and BoeOlus son of Itdnus 
(Pauson. ix. I, 1. 34, I : compare Steph. Byz. v. BoiMvia) by MelanippS. 
By another legendary genealogy (probably arising after the name jEolic 
bad obtained footing as the class-name for a large section of Greeks, but 
as old as the poet Asius, Olympiad 30} the eponymous hero Bce&tus was 
fastened on to the great lineage of ^olus, through the paternity of the cod 
Poseidfln either with Melanippd or with Arn6, daughter of ^olus (Amus, 
Fr. 8, ed. DOntzer ; Strabo, vi. p. 265 ; Dioddr. v. 67 ; Hellonikus ap. 
Schol. Iliad, ii. 494). Two lost plays of Euripidds were founded on the 
misfortunes of MelanippI, and her twin children by Poseiddn — Boedtus and 
jEoIus (Hygin. Fab. 1S6 j see the Fnigmente of MeAarfnnt and 
MeAwimm Antuarts in PindoiPs edition, and the instructive comments of 
Welofcer, Crieeb. Travfid, voL ii. p. 840-860). 
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the latter. This is accomplished by means of the .^Eolic and 
Ionic migrations. 

The presiding chiefs of the *d?olic emigration are the repre- 
sentatives of the heroic lineage of the Pelopids : those of the 
Ionic emigration belong to the Neleidsj and even in what is 
called the Doric emigration to Thera, the CEkist Thfiras is not 
a Dorian but a Kadmeian, the legitimate descendant of CEdipus 
and Kadmus. 

The .(Eolic, Ionic, and Doric colonies were planted along the 
western coast of Asia Minor, from the coasts of the Propontis 
southward down to Lykia (I shall in a future chapter speak 
more e.vactly of their boundaries); the .i^ilolic occupying the 
northern portion together with the islands of Lesbos and 
Tenedos; the Doric occupying the southernmost, together 
with the neighbouring islands of Rhodes and K6s ; and the 
Ionic being planted between them, comprehending Chios, 
Samos, and the Cyclades islands. 

I. jEolic Emigration 

The iEolic emigration was conducted by the Pelopids : the 
original story seems to have been that Orestds himself was at 
the head of the first batch of colonists, and this version of the 
event is still preserved by Pindar and by Hellanikus.^ But 
the more current narratives represented the descendants of 
Orcstfis as chiefs of the expeditions to ^olis, — ^his illegitimate 
son Penthilus, by ErigonS daughter of .lEgisthus,® together with 
Echelatus and Gras, the son and grandson of Penthilus — also 
KleuSs and Malaus, descendants of Agamemndn through 
another lineage. According to the account given by Strabo, 
OrestSs began the emigration, but died on his route in Arcadia; 
his son Penthilus, taking the guidance of the emigrants, con- 
ducted them by the long land-journey through Boedtia and 
Thessaly to Thrace;® from whence Archelaus, son of Pen- 
thilus, led them across the Hellespont, and settled at Daskylium 
on the Propontis. Gras, son of Archelaus, crossed over to 
Lesbos and possessed himself of the island. Kleuds and 

1 Pindar, Nem. xi. 43 ; Hellauic. Fiagni. 114, ed. Didot. Comp. 
Stephan. Bya. v. lUpivBos. 

* Kinsthon ap. Pausan. ii. 18, 5. Penthilids existed in Lesbos during 
the historical times (Aristot. Polit. v. 10, 2}. 

® It has sometimes been supposed that the country called Thrace here 
means the residence of the Thracians near Parnassus ; but the length of the 
journey, and the nuinber of years which it took up, are so specially marked, 
tl— 1 1 think Thrace in its usual and obvious sense must be intended. 
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Malaus, conducting another body of Achaeans, were longer 
on their journey, and lingered a considerable time near Mount 
Phrikium in the territory of Lokris ; ultimately however they 
passed over by sea to Asia and took possession of Kyme, south 
of the Gulf of Adramyttium, the most considerable of all the 
iEolic cities on the continent.^ From Lesbos and Kym^, the 
other less considerable Aiolic towns, spreading over the region 
of Ida as well as the Tioad, and comprehending the island of 
Tenedos, are said to have derived their origin. 

Though there are many differences in the details, the 
accounts agree in representing these .iEolic settlements as 
formed by the Achceans expatriated from Lacdnia under the 
guidance of the dispossessed Pelopids.® We are told that in 
their journey through Boedtia they received considerable re- 
inforcements, and Strabo adds that the emigrants started from 
Aulis, the port from whence Agamemndn departed in the ex- 
pedition against Troy.® He also informs us that they missed 
their course and experienced many losses from nautical ignor- 
ance, but we do not know to what particular incidents he 
alludes.^ 

a. Ionic Emiosation 

The Ionic emigration is described as emanating from and 
directed by the Athenians, and connects itself with me previous 
legendary history of Athens, which must therefore be here briefly 
recapitulated. 

The great mythical hero Theseus, of whose military prowess 
and errant exploits we have spoken in a previous chapter, was 
still more memorable in the eyes of the Athenians as an in- 
ternal political reformer. He was supposed to have performed 
for them the inestimable service of transforming Attica out of 
many states into one. Each d^me, or at least a great many 
out of the whole number, had before his time enjoyed politicd 
independence under its own magistrates and assemblies, ac- 
knowledging only a federal union with the rest under the 


^ Strabo, xiii. p. 582. Hellanikus seems to have treated of this delay 
near Mount Phrikium (see Steph. Byz. v. tpUioii). In another account 
(xiii. p. 621), probably copied from the Kymtean Ephorus, Strabo connects 
the establishments of this colony with the sequel of the Troian war : the 
Felasgians, the occupants of the territory, who had been the allies of Priam, 
defeat which they had sustained, and unable to resist 

i. 4 j compare Antikleidds ap. Athense. xi. c. 3 ; 

Pausanias, iii. 2, 1. 

* Strabo, ix, p. 401. * Strabo, i. p. 10. 

VOT IT. t 


were weakenea oy me 
the immigrants. 

^ Vellaus Pateicul. 
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presidency of Athens. By a mixture of conciliulion and force, 
Theseus succeeded in putting down all these separate govern- 
ments and bringing Uicm to unite in one political system 
centralised at Athens. He is said to have established a 
constitutional government, retaining for himself a defined 
power as king or president, and distributing the people into 
three classes : Eupatridae, a sort of sacerdotal noblesse ; 
Gebmori and Demiurgi, husbandmen and artisans.^ Having 
brought these important changes into efficient working, he 
commemorated them for his posterity by introducing solemn 
and appropriate festivals. In confirmation of the dominion of 
Athens over the Megarid territory, he is said further to have 
erected a pillar at the extremity of the latter towards the 
Isthmus, marking the boundary bebveen PeloponnSsus and 
Ibnia. 

But a revolution so extensive was not consummated without 
creating much discontent. Mencstheus, the rival of Thbseus, 
— the first specimen, as we are told, of an artful demagogue, — 
took advantage of this feeling to assail and undermine him. 
Thbseus had quitted Attica to accompany and assist his friend 
Peirithbus in his journey down to the under-world, in order 
to cany off the goddess Persephonb, — or (as those who were 
critical in legendary story preferred recounting) in a journey to 
the residence of Aidbneus, king of the Molossians in Epirus, to 
carry off his daughter. In this enterprise Peirithbus perished, 
while Thbseus was cast into prison, from whence he was only 
liberated by the intercession of Heraklfis. It was during his 
temporary absence that the Tyndarids Castbr and Pollux 
invaded Attica for the purpose of recovering their sister Helen, 
whom Thbseus had at a former period taken away from Sparta 
and deposited at Aphidnse ; and the partisans of Menestheus 
took advantage both of the ab.sence of Thbseus and of the 
calamity which his licentiousness had brought upon the country, 
to min his popularity with the people. When he returned he 
found them no longer disposed to endme his dominion, or to 
continue to him the honours which their previous feelings of 
gratitude had conferred. Having therefore placed his sons 
under the protection of Elephenbr in Eubcea, he sought an 
asylum with Lykomedbs prince of Scyros, from whom however 
he received nothing but an insidious welcome and a traitorous 
death.® 

Menestheus, succeeding to the honours of the expatriated 
hero, commanded the Athenian troops at the siege of Troy. 

* Plutarch, ThSseus, c. 24, 35, 26. ® Plumrch, ThfiseuiS, c. 34-3 
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But though he survived the capture, he never returned to 
Athens — different stories being rdated of the place where he 
and his companions settled. During this interval the feelings 
of the Athenians having changed, they restored the sons of 
Theseus, who had served at Troy under Elephendr and had 
returned unhurt, to the station and functions of their father. 
The Theseids Demophoon, Oxyntas, Apheidas, and Thymoetes, 
had successively filled this post for the space of about sixty 
years, ^ when the Dorian invaders of Peloponnesus (as has been 
before related) compelled Melanthus and the Neleid family to 
abandon their kingdom of Pylus. The refugees found shelter 
at Athens, where a fortunate adventure soon raised Melanthus 
to the throne. A war breaking out between the Athenians 
and Boehtians respecting the boundary tract of CEnofe, the 
Bcedtian kingXanthus challenged Thymoetes to single combat : 
the latter declining to accept it, Melanthus not only stood 
forward in bis place, but practised a cunning stratagem with 
such success as to kill his adversary. He was forthwith chosen 
king, Thymoetes being constrained to resign.® 

Melanthus and his son Kodrus reigned for nearly sixty years, 
during which time large bodies of fugitives, escaping from the 
recent invaders throughout Greece, were harboured by the 
Athenians : so that Attica became populous enough to excite 
the alarm and jealousy of the Peloponnesian Dorians. A 
powerful Dorian force, under the command of A16tes from 
Corinth and Althaemenfis from Argos, were accordingly de- 
spatched to invade the Athenian territory, in which the Delphian 
oracle promised them success, provided they abstained from 
injuring the person of Kodrus. Strict orders were given to the 
Dorian army that Kodrus should be preserved unhurt ; but the 
oracle had become known among the Athenians,® and the 

t Eusebius, Chronic. Can. p. 228-229, ed. Scaliger ; Pausan, ii. 18, 7. 

® Ephoius ap. Harpocration v. ‘Avaroipia : — '^opos iv Sei/rcfi^, ij Siti 
riiv ivhp ran iptav hedrvv 'ttvopipipi, Srt voUe/ioinruy 'ASrimtcnv •n-phs 
Bourralis ivlp rfis ruv MeXaivuv x^p^t MtXarBos i ruv 'ASjivoIkv $aa't\ehs 
SdvSoji rh» 07 jBa(o»' povopaxav iiriierruifv. Compare Strabo, ix. p. 393. 

Ephorus derives the term ‘hatwroipia from the words signiiymg a trick 
with reference to the boundaries, and assumes the name of titis great Ionic 
festival to have been derived from the stratagem of Melanthus, described in 
Con6n (Nartat. 39} and Polymmis (L 19). The whole derivation is fanciful 
and erroneous, and the story is a curious specimen of legend growing out of 
etymology. 

* The orator Lykurgus, in his eulogium on Kodrus, mentions a Delphian 
citizen named Kleomantis who secretly communicated the oracle to the 
Athenians, and was rewarded by them for doing so with fflnitris iv npima/el^ 
(LycuT)'. cont. Leocrat. c. 20). 
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generous prince determined to bring death upon himself as a 
means of salvation to his country. Assuming the disguise of a 
peasant, he intentionally provoked a quarrel with some of the 
Dorian troops, who slew him without suspecting his real 
character. No sooner was this event known, than the Dorian 
leaders, despairmg of success, abandoned their enterprise and 
evacuated the country.^ In retiring, however, they retained 
possession of Megara, where they established permanent settlers, 
and which became from this moment Dorian, — seemingly at 
first a dependency of Corinth, though it afterwards acquired 
its freedom and became an autonomous community.* This 
memorable act of devoted patriotism, analogous to that of the 
daughters of Erechtheus at Athens, and of Menoekeus at 
Thfebes, entitled Kodrus to be ranked among the most splendid 
characters in Grecian legend. 

Kodrus is numbered as the last king of Athens : his 
descendants were styled Archons, but they held that dignity 
for life — a practice which prevailed during a long course of 
years aftenvards. Medon and Neileus, his two sons, having 
quarrelled about the succession, the Delphian oracle decided 
in favour of the former ; upon -which the latter, affronted at the 
preference, resolved upon seeking a new home.® There were 
at this moment many dispossessed sections of Greeks, and 
an adventitious population accumulated in Attica, who were 
anxious for settlements beyond sea. The expeditions which 
now set forth to cross the AEgean, chiefly under the conduct of 
members of the Kodrid family, composed collectively the 
memorable Ionic Emigration, of which the lonians, recently 
expelled from Peloponnesus, formed a part, but, as it would 
seem, only a small part ; for we hear of many quite distinct 
races, some renowned in legend, who withdraw from Greece 
amidst this assemblage of colonists. The Kadmeians, the 
Minyse of Orchomenus, the Abantfis of Euboea, the Dryopes j the 
Molossi, the Phokians, the Boedtians, the Arcadian Pelasgians, 
and even the Dorians of Epidaurus — are represented as furnish- 
ing each a proportion of the crews of these emigrant vessels.^ 

1 Flierekyd£s, Fragm. no, ed. Didot; Veil. Patero. i. a; Condn, Nar» 
a6 ; Fol^^n. i. c. 18. 

Hellanikus traced the genealogy of Kodrus, through ten generations, up 
to Deukalidn (Fragment 10, ed. Didot). 

* Strabo, xiv. p. 653. • Fausan. vil. 2, r. 

* Herodot i. 146 ; Fausan. vii. a, 3, 4. Isokrat8s extols his Athenian 
ancestors for having provided, by means of this emigration, settlements for 
so large a number of distressed and poor Greeks at ^e expense Bar> 
barians (Or. xu. Fanathenaic. p. 241), 
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Nor "were the results unworthy of so mighty a confluence 
of different races. Not only the Cyclades islands in the 
.lEgean, but the great islands of Samos and Chios near the 
Asiatic coast, and ten different cities on the coast of Asia 
Minor, from MilStus on the south to Phokaea in the north, 
were founded, and all adopted the Ionic name. Athens was 
the metropolis or mother city of all of them : Androklus and 
Neileus, the CEkists of Ephesus and Miletus, and probably 
other CEkists also, started from the Prytaneium at Athens, ^ 
with those solemnities, religious and political, which usually 
marked the departure of a swarm of Grecian colonists. 

Other mythical families, besides the heroic lineage of N61eus 
and Nestbr, as represented by the sons of Kodrus, took a 
leading part in the expedition. Herodotus mentions Lykian 
chiefs, descendants from Glaukus son of Hippolochus, and 
Pausanias tells us of Phildtas descendant of Penelebs, who 
went at the head of a body of Thebans : both Glaukus and 
Peneleds are commemorated in the Iliad.^ And it is a 
remarkable fact mentioned by Pausanias (though we do not 
know on what authority), that the inhabitants of Phoksea — 
which was the northernmost city of I6nia on the borders of 
./Eolis, and one of the last founded — consisting mostly of 
Phokian colonists under the conduct of the Athenians Philo- 
genSs and Dffimdn, were not admitted into the Pan-Ionic 
Amphiktyony until they consented to choose for themselves 
chiefs of the Kodrid family.® Proklfis, the chief who conducted 
the Ionic emigrants from Epidaurus to Samos, was said to be 
of the lineage of I6n son of Xuthus.® 

Of the twelve Ionic states constituting the Pan-Ionic Am- 
phiktyony — some of them among the greatest cities in Hellas 
— ^I shall say no more at present, as I have to treat of them 
again when I come upon historical ground. 

3. Doric Emigrations 

TheAEolic and Ionic emigrations are thus both presented to 
us as direct consequences of the event called the Return of the 
Herakleids ; and in like manner the formation of the Dorian 
Hexapolis in the south-western comer of Asia Minor: K6s, 
Knidus, Halicarnassus and Rhodes, with its three separate 
cities, as well as the Dorian establishments in Kr^te, Melos, 

^ Herodot i. 146 ; vii. 95 J viiL 46. Vellci. Paterc. i 4. FberekydSs, 
Fia& III, ed. Didot. 

® Herodot. i. 147 j Pausan. vii. a, 7. * Pausan, vii. 2 , 2 ; vii. 3, 4, 

* Pausan. viL 4, 3. 
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and Thfera, are all traced more or less directly to the same 
great revolution. 

ThSra, more especially, has its root in the legendary world. 
Its CEkist was Theras, a descendant of the heroic lineage of 
CEdipus and Kadmus, and maternal uncle of the young kings 
of Sparta, Eurysthenfes and Prokl&s, during whose minority he 
had exercised the regency. On their coming of age his functions 
were at an end ; but being unable to endure a private station, 
he determined to put himself at the head of a body of emigrants. 
Many came forward to join him, and the expedition was 
further reinforced by a body of interlopers, belonging to the 
Minyse, of whom the Lacedremonians were anxious to get rid. 
These Minyae had arrived in Laconia, not long before, from 
the island of Lemnos, out of which they had been expelled 
by the Pelasgian fugitives from Attica. They landed without 
asking permission, took up their abode and began to “ light 
their fires” on Mount Taygetus. When the Laccda;monians 
sent to ask who they were and wherefore they had come, the 
Minyae replied that they were sons of the Argonauts who had 
landed at Lemnos, and that being expelled from their own 
homes, they thought themselves entitled to solicit an asylum in 
the territory of their fathers ; they asked, withal, to be admitted 
to share both the lands and the honours of the state. The 
Lacedaemonians granted the request, chiefly on the ground of 
a common ancestry — their own great heroes, the Tyndarids, 
having been enrolled in the crew of the Argo : the Minyae were 
then introduced as citizens into the tribes, received lots of 
land, and began to intermarry with the pre-existing families. 
It was not long, however, before they became insolent : they 
demanded a share in the kingdom (which was the venerated 
privilege of the Herakleids), and so grossly misconducted 
themselves in other ways, that the Lacedaemonians resolved to 
put them to death, and began by casting them into prison. 
While the Minyae were thus confined, their wives, Spartans by 
birth and many of them daughters of the principal men, 
solicited permission to go in and see them : leave being 
gmnted, they made use of the interview to change clothes with 
their husbands, who thus escaped and fled again to Mount 
Taygetus. The greater number of them quitted Lacfinia, and 
marched to Triphylia in the western regions of Peloponnesus, 
from whence they expelled the Paroreatse and the Kaukones, 
and founded six towns of their own, of which Lepreum was the 
chief. A certain proportion, however, by permission of the 
Lacedaemonians, join^ Thfiras and departed with him to the 



Closing Events 15 1 

island of Kalliste, then possessed by Phcenician inhabitants 
who were descended from the kinsmen and companions of 
Kadmus, and who had been left there by that prince, when he 
came forth in search of Kuropa, eight generations preceding. 
Arriving thus among men of kindred lineage with himself, 
Theras met with a fraternal reception, and the island derived 
from him the name, under which it is historically known, of 
Thera.i 

Such is the foundation-legend of ThSra, believed both by 
the Lacediemonians and by the Therseans, and interesting as 
it brings before us, characteristically as well as vividly, the 
persons and feelings of the mythical world — the Argonauts, 
with the Tyndarids as their companions and Minym as their 
children. In Lepreum, as in the other towns of Triphylia, the 
descent from the Minyse of old seems to have been believed 
in the historical times, and the mention of the river Minyeius 
in those regions by Homer tended to confirm it* But people 
were not unanimous as to the legend by which that descent 
should be made out j while some adopted the story just cited 
from Herodotus, others imagined that Chldris, who had come 
from the Minyeian town of Orchomenus as the wife of Neleus 
to Pylus, had brought mth her a body of her countrymen.® 

These Minyse from Lemnos and Imbros appear again as 
portions of another narrative respecting the settlement of the 
colony of M61os. It has already been mentioned, that when 
the Herakleids and the Dorians invaded Lacbnia, Philonomus, 
an Achaean, treacherously betrayed to them the country, for 
which he received as his recompense the territory of Amyklae. 
He is said to have peopled this territory by introducing detach- 
ments of Minyse from Lemnos and Imbros, who in the third 

1 Herodot. iv. i45-r49 j Valer. Maxim, iv. c. 6 ; Poljran. vii. 49, who 
however gives the narrative differently by mentioning " Tyrrhenians from 
Lemnos aiding Sparta during the Hclotic war : ” another narrative in bis 
collection (viii. 71), though imperfectly preserved, seems to approach 
more closely to Herodotus, 

® Homer, Iliad, xi. 7SI. 

’ Strabo, viii. p. 347. M. Saoul Hocfaette, who treate the legends for 
the most part as if they were so much authentic history, is much mspleas^ 
with Strabo for admitting this diversity of stories (Histoire des CDlonies 
Grecques, t. iii. ch. 7, p. 54 — Apr^ des details si clairs et si positi&, 
comment est-il possible que ce m8me Stiabon, boulevetsant tonte la chrono- 
logie, fasse ariiver les Minyens dans la Tripbylie sous la conduite de Chloris, 
mke de Nestor 7 ” 

The story which M. Uaoiil Rnchette thus puts aside is quite equal in 
point of credibility to that which he accepts ; in iact, no measure of ccedi* 
bilitv can be appbed. 
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generation after the return of the Herakleids, became so dis- 
contented and mutinous, that the Lacedcemonians resolved to 
send them out of the country as emigrants, under their chiefs 
Polis and Delphus. Taking the direction of Krete, they stopped 
in their way to land a portion of their colonists on the island 
of M^Ios, which remained throughout the historical times a 
faithful and attached colony of Laced^rndn.^ On arriving in 
Krete, they are said to have settled at the town of Gortyn. 
We find, moreover, that other Dorian establishments, either 
from Lacedtemdn or Argos, were formed in Krdte, and Lyktos 
in particular is noticed, not only as a colony of Sparta, but as 
distinguished for the analogy of its laws and customs.® It is 
even said that Krete, immediately after the Trojan war, had 
been visited by the wrath of the gods, and depopulated by 
famine and pestilence, and that in the third generation after- 
wards, so great was the influx of immigrants, that the entire 
population of the island was renewed with the exception of the 
Eteokrdtes at Polichnse and Praesus.* 

There were Dorians in Krdte in the time of the Odyssey : 
Homer mentions different languages and different races of 
men, Eteokr6tes, Kyddnes, Dorians, Achaeans, and Pelasgians, 
as all co-existing in the island, which he describes to be populous, 
and to contain ninety cities. A legend given by Andrfln, based 
seemingly upon the statement of Herodotus, that D6rus the 
son of Hellen had settled in Histimdtis, ascribed the first 
introduction of the three last races to Tektaphus son of Ddrus 
— who had led forth from that country a colony of Dorians, 
Achseaus, and Pelasgians, and bad landed in Krite during the 
reign of the indigenous king Kr6s.< This story of Andrdn so 

® Condn, Nartat. 36. Compare Plutaich, (^ucestion. Gnec. c. 21, where 
Tyrrhenians from L^nos are mentioned, as in the passage of Folytenus 
ruened to in a preceding note. 

® Strabo, x. p. 481 ; Aristot. Polit. ii. 10. 

* Herodot. vii. 171 (see vol. L ch. xii.). Dioddnis (v. 80), as well as 
Herodotus, mentions ^nerally large immigrations into ICrdte from Lace- 
dsmdn and Argos ; but even Uie laborious research of M. Raoul Rochette 
(Histoire des Colonies Grecqnes, t iii. c. 9, p. 60-68) fails in collecting any 
distinct particulars of them. 

* Strab. Byz. V. Aapioy.—TltpX &v ttrropei ’'AvSpow, Kpnrhs iy rp yiir^ 
fiaatKetayros, Tinraipoy riy Aiipov toB ^EMvqyos, ippiiiravra ilt rrjs iv 
eerraXlf rSft pAy Auplfos, yyy Sc 'VniatiriSos KoKovftivTis, i^iKiarBai eh 
Kfi^TT))' /ictA Aapltay (cal ’Axoia)’ (cal TleAatrySy, ray aiie iitapiyruy els 

Compare Strabo, x. p. 475-476, from which it is plain that the 
stoi^ was adduced by AndrCn with a special explanatory reference to the 
passage in the Odyssey (xv. 175). 

The age of Andrdn, one of the authors of Atthidds, is not precisely 
ascetbtinable, but he can hardly be put earlier than 300 B.c. ; see the 
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exactly fits on to the Homeric Catalogue of Kretan inhabitants, 
that we may reasonably presume it to have been designedly 
arranged with reference to that Catalogue, so as to afford some 
plausible account, consistently with the received legendary 
chronology, how there came to be Dorians in Krete before the 
Trojan war — the Dorian colonies after the return of the Hera- 
kleids being of course long posterior in supposed order of time. 
To find a leader sufficiently early for his hypothesis, Andrdn 
ascends to the primitive Eponymus D6rus, to whose son 
Tektaphus he ascribes the introduction of a mixed colony of 
Dorians, Achseans, and Pelasgians into Krfete. These are the 
exact three races enumerated in the Odyssey, and the king 
KrSs, whom Andrdn affirms to have been then reigning in the 
island, represents the EteokrStes and Kyddnes in the list of 
Homer. The story seems to have found favour among native 
Kretan historians, as it doubtless serves to obviate what would 
otherwise be a contradiction in the legendary chronology.^ 

Another Dorian emigration from Peloponnesus to Krete, 
which extended also to Rhodes and Kds, is further said to 
have been conducted by Althsemenfis, who had been one of 
the chiefs in the expedition against Attica in which Kodrus 
perished. This prince, a Herakleid and third in descent from 
TSmenus, was induced to expatriate by a family quarrel, and 
conducted a body of Dorian colonists from Argos first to Krdte, 
where some of them remained ; but the greater number accom- 
panied him to Rhodes, in which island, after expelling the 
Karian possessors, he founded the three cities of Lindus, lalysus, 
and Kameirus.® 

It is proper here to add, that the legend of the Rhodian 
archffiologists respecting their CEkist Althsemen^s, who was 
worshipped in the island with heroic honours, was something 
totally different from the preceding. Althmmen&s was a Krgtan, 
son of the king Katreus, and grandson of Minos. An oracle 
predicted to him that he would one day kill his father : eager 
to escape so terrible a destiny, he quitted Krfite, and conducted 

preliminaiy Dissertation of C. Mallei to the Fingmenta Historicoi^ 
GrEecorum, ed. Didot, p. Ixxjdi, ; and the Frolnsio de AUbidum Scrip- 
toiibus, prefixed to Lens’s edition of the Fragments of Fhanoddmus and 
D^mdn, p. xxviii. laps. i8ia. 

1 See IJioddr. iv. 6o; v. So From Strabo (A c.) however we see that 
others rejected the story of Andidn. 

O. Muller (History of the Dorians, b. i. c. i. § 9) accepts the sto^ as 
substantially true, patting aside the name Ddrus, and even regards it as 
certain that Minos of Knossus was a Dorian ; but the evidetice with which 
he supports this conclusion appears to me loose and fimciful. 

• Conbn, Narrat. 47 5 Ephorus, Fniv. 62, ed, Marx. 



154 History of Greece 

a colony to Rhodes, where the famous temple of the Atabyrian 
Zeus, on the lofty summit of Mount Atabyrum, was ascribed to 
his foundation, built so as to command a view of KrSte. He 
had been settled on the island for some time, when his father 
Katreus, anxious again to embrace his only son, followed him 
from Krfete: he landed in Rhodes during the night without 
being known, and a casual collision took place between his 
attendants and the islanders. AllhremenSs hastened to the 
shore to assist in repelling the supposed enemies, and in the 
fray had the misfortune to kill his aged father.' 

Either the emigrants who accompanied AlthsemenSs, or 
some other Dorian colonists afterwards, are reported to have 
settled at K6s, Knidus, Karpathus, and Halikarnassus. To the 
last-mentioned city, however, Anth6s of Trcezen is assigned as the 
oekist : the emigrants who accompanied him were said to have 
belonged to the Dynianian tribe, one of the three tribes always 
found in a Doric state: and the city seems to have been charac- 
terised as a colony sometimes of Troezfen, sometimes of Argos.® 


We thus have the AJolic, the Ionic, and the Doric colonial 
establishments in Asia, all springuig out of the legendary age, 
and all set forth as consequences, direct or indirect, of what is 
called the Return of the Herakleids, or the Dorian conquest of 
PeloponnSsus. According to the received chronology, they 
are succeeded by a period, supposed to comprise nearly three 
centuries, which is almost an entire blank, before we reach 
authentic chronology and the first recorded Olympiad — and 
they thus form the concluding events of the mythical world, 
out of which we now pass into historical Greece, such as it 
stands at the last-mentioned epoch. It is by these migrations 
that the parts of the Hellenic aggregate are distributed into 
the places which they occupy at the dawn of historical daylight 

* Diod6r. v. ggj ApoUoddr. iii. 2, 2. In the chapter next but one 
preceding this, DiodOrus had made express reference to native Rhodian 
mythologists, — to one in particular, named Zeno (c. S 7 }- 

Wessding supposes two diiferent settlers in Rhodes, both named Althm- 
mends ; this is certainly necesaaty, if we are to treat the two narratives as 
historical. 

® Strabo, xlv. p. 653 ; Fausan. ii. 39, 3 j Kallimaohus apud Stephan. 
Byz. V. ’AXiKapmtfiriSs. 

Herodotu-s (vii. 99) calls Halikamo^us a colony of Trnezdn ; Pomponius 
Mela (i, 16), of .Argos. Vitruvius names both Argos and Treezdn (ii. 8, 
12) ; but the two oekists whom he mentions, Melas and Arevanius, were 
not so well known as Anthds ; the inhabitants of Halikarnassus being 
called Afitheada (see Stephan. Byz. v. ’ASSrai i and a curious inscription 
in Boeokh’s Corpus Inscriptionnm, No. 
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— Dorians, Arcadians, iEtolo-Eleians, and Achteans, sharing 
Peloponnesus unequally among them— Aiolians, lonians, and 
Dorians, settled both in the islands of the jiEgean and the coast 
of Asia-Minor. The Return of the Plerakleids, as well as the 
three emigrations, /Eolic, Ionic, and Doric, present the legendary 
explanation, suitable to the feelings and belief of the people, 
showing how Greece passed from the heroic races who besieged 
Troy and Tliebes, piloted the adventurous Argo, and slew the 
monstrous boar of Kalydon — to the historical races, differently 
named and classified, who furnished victors to the Olympic 
and Pythian games. 

A patient and learned French writer, M. Raoul Rochette — 
who construes all the events of the heroic age, generally 
speaking, as so much real history, only making allowance for 
the mistakes and exaggerations of poets, — is greatly perplexed 
by the blank and interruption which this supposed continuous 
series of history presents, from the Return of the Herakleids 
down to the beginning of the Olympiads. He cannot explain 
to himself so long a period of absolute quiescence, after the 
important incidents and striking adventures of the heroic age. 
If there happened nothing worthy of record during this long 
period— as he presumes from the fact that nothing has been 
transmitted — he concludes that this must have arisen from the 
state of suffering and exhaustion in which previous wars and 
revolution had left the Greeks; a long interval of complete 
inaction being required to heal such wounds.^ 

^ “ La p^riode qui me scmble la plus obscure et la plus lemplie de difii- 
cult^s, n’est pas cellc que je viecs de parcourir: (rest celle qui s^pare 
I’dpoque des Heraclides de I’institution des Olympiades. La perte des 
ouvrages d’Ephore et de Th^opompe est sans (ioute la cause en grande 
partie du vide immense que nous ofire dans cet intervalle lliistoire de la 
Grice. Mais si I’on en cxcepte I’etablissement des colonies Soliennes, 
Doriennes, et lonlennes, de I’Asie Mineure, et quelques ivenemens, tris 
rapprochis de la premiire de ces dpoques, I’espace de plus de quatre slides 
qui les siptare esc convert d’une obscuiiti presque impenetrable, et Ton aura 
toujouTS lieu de s’itonner que les ouvrages des anciens n’offrent auenn 
secours pour remplir une lacune anssi considerable. Une pareille absence 
doit aussi nous laire soup$onner qu’U se passa dans la Grice peu de ces 
grands ivincmens qui se giavent fortetnent dans la memoire des hommes : 
puisque, si les traces ne e’en itaient point conservies dans lea dcrits des 
contemporaina, au rndins le souvenir s%n seroit il perpdtud par des monu- 
mens : or les monumens et I’hisloire se taisent egalement. II laut done 
croire que la Grice, agitee depuis si long temps par des revolutions da toute 
espice, ipuisee par ses derniices emigrations, se tourna toute entiere vers 
des occupations paisibles, et ne cherwa, pendant ce long intervalle, qu’& 
guirii, ail sein du repos et de I’abondance qui en est la suite, les piaies pro- 
fondes que sa population avait soulfertes.” (Eaoul Kochette, Histoire des 
Colonies Grecques, t. ii. c. i6, p. 455.) 
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Assuming M. Rochette’s view of the heroic ages to be correct, 
and reasoning upon the supposition that the adventures ascribed 
to the Grecian heroes are matters of historical reality, transmitted 
by tradition from a period of time four centuries before the 
recorded Olympiads, and only embellished by describing poets 
— the blank which he here dwells upon is, to say the least of it, 
embarrassing and unaccountable. It is strange that the stream 
of tradition, if it had once begun to flow, should (like several 
of the rivers in Greece) be submerged for two or three centuries 
and then re-appear. But when we make what appears to me 
the proper distinction between legend and history, it will be 
seen that a period of blank time between the two is perfectly 
conformable to the conditions under which the former is 
generated. It is not the immediate past, but a supposed 
remote past, which forms the suitable atmosphere of mythical 
narrative, — a past originally quite undetermined in respect to 
distance from the present, as we see in the Iliad and Odyssey. 
And even when we come down to the genealogical poets, who 
affect to give a certain measure of bygone time, and a succession 
of persons as well as of events, still the names whom they most 
dehght to honour and upon whose exploits they chiefly expatiate, 
are those of the ancestral gods and heroes of the tribe and their 
supposed contemporaries; ancestors separated by a long lineage 
from the present hearer. The gods and heroes were conceived 
as removed from him by several generations, and the legendary 
matter which was grouped around them appeared only the 
more imposing when exhibited at a respectful distance, beyond 
the days of father and grandfather and of all known predecessors. 
The Odes of Pindar strikingly illustrate this tendency. We thus 
see how it happened that between the times assigned to heroic 
adventure and those of historical record, there existed an inter- 
mediate blank, filled with inglorious names ; and how amongst 
the same society, which cared not to remember proceedings of 
fathers and grandfathers, there circulated much popular and 
accredited narrative respecting real or supposed ancestors long 
past and gone. The obscure and barren centuries which im- 
mediately precede the first recorded Olympiad, form the natural 
separation between the legendary return of the Herakleids and 
the historical wars of Sparta against Messenlj — ^between the 
province of legend wherein matter of fact (if any there be) is so 

To the same purpose Gillies (History of Greece, ch. iii. p. 67, quarto) i 
“The obscure transactions of Greece, during the four following centuries, 
ill correspond with the splendour of the Trepan, or even of the Argonautic 
expedition," &c. 
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intimately combined with its accompaniments of fiction, as to 
be undistinguishable without the aid of extrinsic evidence — 
and that of history, where some matters of fact can be ascer- 
tained, and where a sagacious criticism may be usefully em- 
ployed in trying to add to their number. 


CHAPTER XIX 

APPLICATION OF CHRONOLOGY TO GRECIAN LEGEND 

I NEED not repeat, what has already been sufficiently set 
forth in the preceding pages, that the mass of Grecian incident 
anterior to 776 b.c. appears to me not reducible either to history 
or to chronology, and that any chronological system which may 
be applied to it must be essentially uncertified and illusory. 
It was however chronologised in ancient times, and has con- 
tinued to be so in modern ; and the various schemes employed 
for this purpose may be found stated and compared in the first 
volume (the last published) of Mr. Fynes Clinton’s Fasti 
Hellenici. There were among the Greeks, and there still are 
among modern scholars, important differences as to the dates 
of the principal events: Eratosthenes dissented both from 
Herodotus and from Phanias and Kallimachus, while Larcher 
and Raoul Rochette (who follow Herodotus) stand opposed to 
O. Muller and to Mr. Clinton.^ That the reader may have a 

I Larcher and Raoul Rochette, adopting the chronological date of Hero- 
dotus, iix the taking of Troy at 1270 B.C., and the Return of the Herakleids 
at 1190 B.c. According to the scheme of Eratosthen$s, these two events 
stand at 1184 and 1104 b.c. 

O, MUller, in his Chronological Tables (Appendix vi. to History of 
Dorians, vol. ii. p. 441, Engl, transi,), gives no dates or computation of 
years anterior to the Capture of Troy and the Return of the Herakleids, 
which he places vnth Eratosthenes in 1184 and 1104 B.c. 

C. MUller thinks (in his Annotatio ad Marmor Farium, appended to the 
Fragmenta Historicorum Gttecorum, ed. Didot, pp. $56, 568, 572 ; com- 
pare his Prefatory Notice of the Fragments of Hellanikns, p. zxviii. of the 
same volume) that the ancient chrunologists in their arrangement of the 
mythical events as antecedent and consequent, wete guided by certain 
numerical attachments, especially by a reverence for the ^cle of 63 years, 
product of the sacred numbers 7 x 9 = 63. I cannot think that he makes 
out his hypothesis satisfactorily, as to the particular cycle followed, thoimh 
it is not impiobahle that some preconceived numerical theories iSd guide 
these early calculators. He calls attention to the foci that the Alexandrine 
computation of dates was only one among a number of others discrepant, 
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general conception of the order in which these legendary events 
were disposed, I transcribe from the Fasti Hellenici a double 
chronological table, contained in p. 159, in which the dates are 
placed in series, from Phorbneus to the Olympiad of Coroebus 
in B.c. 776 — in the first column according to the system of 
Eratosthenfis, in the second according to that of Kalliniachus. 

“The following table (says Mr. Clinton) offers a summary 
view of the leading periods from Phorfineus to the Olympiad 
of Corcebus, and exhibits a double series of dates; the one 
proceeding from the date of Eratosthenes, the other from a 
date founded on the reduced calculations of Phanias and 
Kallimachus, which stiilre out fifty-six years from the amount 
of Eratosthenes. Phanias, as we have seen, omitted fifty-five 
years between the Return and the registered Olympiads ; for 
so we may understand the account: Kallimachus, fifty-six 
years between the Olympiad of Iphitus and the Olympiad in 
which Coroebus won.^ The first column of this table exhibits 
the currtni yeais before and after the fall of Troy; in the 
second column of dates the compute intervals are expressed.” 

Wherever chronology is possible, researches such as those 
of Mr. Clinton, which have conduced so much to the better 
understanding of the later times of Greece, deserve respectful 
attention. But the ablest chronologist can accomplish nothing, 
unless he is supplied with a certain basis of matters of fact, 
pure and distinguishable from fiction, and authenticated by 
witnesses, both knowing the truth and willing to declare it. 
Possessing this preliminary stock, he may reason from it to 
refute distinct falsehoods and to correct partial mistakes : but 
if all the original statements submitted to him contain truth 
(at least wherever there is truth), in a sort of chemical combina- 
tion with fiction, which he has no means of decomposing, — ^he 
is in the condition of one who tries to solve a problem without 
data : he is first obliged to construct his own data, and from 
them to extract his conclusions. The statements of the epic 
poets, our only original witnesses in this case, correspond 
to the description here given. Whether the proportion of 

and that modem inquirers are too apt to treat it as if it stood alone, or 
carried sme superior authority (p. 568-57* j compare Clemen. Alex. 
Stromat. i. p. 145, Sylb.]. For example, 0 . Muller observes (Appendix 
to Hist, of Dorians, p. 44a) that “ Larcher’s criticism and rejection of the 
Alexandrine chronologists may perhaps be found as groundless as they ate 
presumptuous,” — an observation whidi, to say the least of it, ascribes to 
Eratosthenes a &r higher authority than he is entitled to. 

* The date of Kallimachus for Iphitus is approved by Clavier (Frem. 
Temps, t. ii. p. *03), who considers it as not far from the truth. 
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truth contained in them be smaller or greater, it is at all events 
unassignable, — and the constant and intimate admixture of 
fiction is both indisputable in itself, and indeed essential to the 
purpose and profession of those from whom the tales proceed. 
Of such a character are all the deposing witnesses, even where 
their tales agree; and it is out of a heap of such tales, not 
agreeing, but discrepant in a thousand ways, and mthout a 
morsel of pure authenticated truth, — that the critic is called 
upon to draw out a methodical series of historical events 
adorned with chronological dates. 

If we could imagine a modem critical scholar transported 
into Greece at the time of the Persian war — endued with his 
present habits of appreciating historical evidence^ without 
sharing in the religious or patriotic feelings of the country — 
and invited to prepare, out of the great body of Grecian epic 
which then existed, a History and Chronology of Greece 
anterior to 776 b.c., assigning reasons as well for what he 
admitted as for what he rejected — I feel persuaded that he 
would have judged the undertaldng to be little better than 
a process of guess-work. But the modern critic finds that not 
only PherekydSs and Hellanikus, but also Herodotus and 
ThucydidSs, have either attempted the task or sanctioned the 
belief that it was practicable, — a matter not at all su^rising, 
when we consider both their narrow experience of historical 
evidence and the powerful ascendency of religion and patriotism 
in predisposing them to antiquarian belief, — ^and he therefore 
accepts the problem as they have bequeathed it, adding his 
OTO efforts to bring it to a satisfactory solution. Nevertheless, 
he not only follows them with some degree of reserve 
and uneasiness, but even admits important distinctions quite 
foreign to their habits of thought. Thucydides talks of the 
deeds of Hellfen and his sons with as much confidence as we 
now speak of William the Conqueror : Mr. Clinton recognises 
Hellfin with his sons Dbrus, iEolus and Xuthus as fictitious 
persons. Herodotus recites the great heroic genealogies down 
from Kadmus and Danaus with a belief not less complete in 
the higher members of the series than in the lower : but Mr. 
Clinton admits a radical distinction in the evidence of events 
before and after the first recorded Olympiad, or 776 B.c. — 
“the first date in Grecian chronology (he remarks, p. 123) 
which can be fixed upon authentic evidence ” — the highest point 
to which Grecian chronology, reckoning upward, can be carried. 
Of this important epoch in Grecian development, — the com- 
mencement of authentic chronolopical life, — Herodotus and 
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Thucydides had no loiowledge or took no account : the later 
chronologists, from Timteus downwards, noted it, and made it 
serve as the basis of their chronological comparisons, so far as 
it went: but neither Eratosthenes nor Apolloddrus seem to 
have recognised (though Varro and Africanus did recognise) 
a marked difference in respect of certainty or authenticity 
between the period before and the period after. 

In further illustration of Mr. Clinton’s opinion that the first 
recorded Olympiad is the earliest date which can be fixed upon 
authentic evidence, we have in p. 138 the following just remarks 
in reference to the dissentient views of Eratosthenes, Phanias 
and Kallimachus, about the date of the Trojan war: — “The 
chronology of Eratosthenes (he says), founded on a careful 
comparison of circumstances, and approved by those to whom 
the same stores of information were open, is entitled to our 
respect. But we must remember that a conjectural date can 
never rise to the authority of evidence ; that what is accepted 
as a substitute for testimony, is not an equivalent : witnesses 
only can prove a date, and in the want of these, the knowledge 
of it is plainly beyond our reach. If, in the absence of a 
better light, we seek for what is probable, we are not to forget 
the distinction between conjecture and proof; between what 
is probable and what is certain. The computation then of 
EratosthenSs for the war of Troy is open to inquiry ; and if 
we find it adverse to the opinions of many preceding writers, 
who fixed a lower date, and adverse to the acknowledged 
length of generation in the most authentic dynasties, we are 
allowed to follow other guides, who give us a lower epoch.” 

Here Mr. Clinton again plainly acknowledges the want of 
evidence and the irremediable uncertainty of Grecian chro- 
nology before the Olympiads. Now the reasonable conclusion 
from his argument is, not simply that “the computation of 
EratosthenSs was open to inquiry ” (which few would be found 
to deny), but that both Eratosthenfis and Phanias had delivered 
positive opinions upon a point on which no sufficient evidence 
was accessible, and therefore that neither the one nor the 
other was a guide to be followed.^ Mr. Clinton does indeed 
speak of authentic dynasties prior to the first recorded 

^ Karl Muller observes (in the Dissertation above refened to, appended 
to the Fragmenta Hisloriconun Griecorum, p. 568) — “Quod attinel ternm 
Trojanam, tot obruimur et tam diversis veterum scriptorum computationibus, 
ut suigulas enumerare negotium sit Uerlii plenum, eas vel probare yel impro- 
bare res vana nec vacua ab arrogantiS. Nam nemo hodie nesdt queenam 
fides his habenda sit omnibus." 
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Olympiad; but if there be any such, reaching up from that 
period to a supposed point coeval with or anterior to the war 
of Troy — I see no good reason for the marked distinction 
which he draws between chronology before and chronology 
after the Olympiad of Coroebus, or for the necessity which 
he feels of suspending his upward reckoning at the last- 
mentioned epoch, and beginning a different process, called 
“a dorvnward reckoning,” from the higher epoch (supposed 
to be somehow ascertained without any upward reckoning) of 
the first patriarch from whom such authentic dynasty emanates.^ 
Herodotus and Thucydides might well, upon this supposition, 
ask of Mr. Clinton, why he cdled upon them to ^ter their 

' The distinction which Mr. Clinton draws between an upward and a 
downward chronolo^ is one to which I cannot assent. His doctrine is, that 
upward chronology is truslwordiy and practicable up to the first recorded 
Olympiad j downward chronology is trustwoithy and practic.ible from Pho- 
rdneus down to the Ionic migration : what is uncertain is the length of the 
intermediate line which joins the Ionic migiation to the first recorded Olym- 
piad, — the downward and the upward terminus. (See Fasti Hellenici, 
vol. i. Iniroduct p. ix. second edit, and p. 133, eh. vi.) 

All chronology must begin by reckoning upwards ; when by this process 
we have airived at a certain determined a:ra in earlier time, we may from 
that date reckon downwards, if we p'ease. We must be able to reckon 
upwards from the present time to the Christian lera, before we can employ 
that event as a fixed point for chronological determinations generally. But 
if Eralosthends could perform correctly the upward reckoning from his own 
time to the fall of Troy, so he could also perform the upward reckoning uj) 
to the nearer point of the Ionic migration. It is true that EiatosthenSs 
gives all his statements of time from an older point to a newer (so far at 
least os we can judge from Clemens Alex. Strom, i, p. 336) ; he says, 
"From the capture of Troy to the return of the Heraklcids is 80 years; 
from thence to the Ionic migration, 60 years; then further on, to the 
guardianship of Lykurgns, 159 years; then to the first year of the first 
Olympiad, 108 years ; from which Olympiad to the invasion of Xerxes, 297 
years ; from whence to the beginning of the Peloponnesian war, 48 years," 
&c. But here is no difference between upward reckoning as high as 
first Olympiad, and then downward reckoning for the intervals of time 
above it. Eratosthenes first found, or made some upward reckoning to the 
Trojan capture, either from his own time or from some time at a known 
distance from his own ; he then assumes the capture of Troy as an sera, and 
gives statements of intervals going downwards to the Peloponnesian war : 
amongst other statements, he assigns clearly that interval which Mr. Clinton 
pronounces to be undiscoverable, viz. the space of time between the Ionic 
emigration and the first Olympiad, interposing one epoch between them. I 
reject the computationof Ernto.sthends, or any other computation, to determine 
the supposed date of the Trojan war ; hut if I admitted it, I could have no 
hesitation in admitting also the space which he defines between the Ionic 
migration and the first Olynipuid. Eusebius (Prsep. Ev. x. 9, p. 485) 
reckons upwards from (he birth of Christ, making various halts but never 
breaking off, to the initial phisnomena of Grecian antiquity — the deluge of 
Deukalidn and the confinriation of PhaStdn. 
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method of proceeding at the year 776 n.c., and why they might 
not be allowed to pursue their “upward chronological reckon- 
ing ” without interruption from Leonidas up to Danaus, or from 
Peisistratus up to Hellen and Deukalibn, without any alteration 
in the point of view. Authentic dynasties from the Ol5'mpiads, 
up to an epoch above the Trojan war, would enable us to obtain 
chronological proof of the latter date, instead of being reduced 
(as Mr. Clinton affirms that we are) to “ conjecture ” instead of 
proof. 

The whole question, as to the value of the reckoning from the 
Olympiads up to Phordneus, does in truth turn upon this one 
point: — Are those genealogies which profess to cover the 
space between the two, authentic and trustworthy or not? 
Mr. Clinton appears to feel that they are not so, when he 
admits the essential difference in the character of the evidence, 
and the necessity of altering the method of computation before 
and after the first recorded Olympiad : yet in his Preface he 
labours to prove that they possess historical worth and are 
in the main correctly set forth: moreover, that the fictitious 
persons, wherever any such are intermingled, may be detected 
and eliminated. The evidences upon which he relies, are — 
I. Inscriptions ; 2. The early poets. 

I. An inscription, being nothing but a piece of writing on 
marble, carries evidentiary value under the same conditions as 
a published writing on paper. If the inscriber reports a con- 
temporary fact which he had the means of knowing, and if 
there be no reason to suspect misrepresentation, we believe 
this assertion : if, on the other hand, he records facts belonging 
to a long period before his own time, his authority counts for 
little, except in so far as we can verify and appreciate his means 
of knowledge. 

In estimating therefore the probative force of any inscription, 
the first and most indispensable point is to assure ourselves of 
its date. Amongst all the pubuc registers and inscriptions 
alluded to by Mr. Clinton, there is not one which can be 
positively referred to a date anterior to 776 b.c. The quoit 
of Iphitus — the public registers at Sparta, Corinth, and Elis — 
the list of the priestesses of Juno at Argos — are all of a date 
completely uncertified. 0 . Muller does indeed agree with Mr. 
Clinton (though in my opinion without any sufficient proof) 
in assigning the quoit of Iphitus to the age ascribed to that 
prince: and if we even grant thus mucli, we shall have an 
inscription as old (adopting Mr, Clinton's determination of the 
age of Iphitus) as 828 ac. But when Mr. Clinton quotes 



164 History of Greece 

O. Miiller as admitting the registers of Sparta, Corinth, and 
Elis, it is right to add that the latter does not profess to 
guarantee the authenticity of these documents, or the age at 
which such registers began to be kept. It is not to be doubted 
that there were registers of the kings of Sparta carrying them 
up to Hferakles, and of the kings of Elis from Oxylus to 
Iphitus : but the question is, at what time did these lists begin 
to be kept continuously? This is a point which we have no 
means of deciding, nor can we accept Mr. Clinton’s unsup- 
ported conjecture, when he tells us — Perhaps these were 
begun to be written as early as b . c . 1048, the probable time 
of the Dorian conquest.” Again he tells us — “At Argos a 
register was preserved of the priestesses of Juno, which might 
be more ancient than the catalogues of the kings of Sparta or 
Corinth. That register, from which Hellanikus composed his 
work, contained the priestesses from the earliest times down to 
the age of Hellanikus himself. . . . But this catalogue might 
have been commenced as early as the Trojan war itself, and 
even at a still earlier date.’’ (pp. x., xi.) Again, respecting 
the inscriptions quoted by Herodotus from the temple of the 
Ismenian Apollo at Thdbes, in which Amphitryo and Laodamas 
are named, Mr. Clinton says — “They were ancient in the time 
of Herodotus, which viay perhaps carry them back 400 years 
before his time : and in that case they might approach within 
300 years of Laodamas and within 400 years of the probable 
time of Kadmus himself.” — ^"It is granted (he adds in a note) 
that these inscriptions were not genuine, that is, not of the 
date to which they were assigned by Herodotus himself. But 
that they were ancient cannot be doubted,” &c. 

The. time when Herodotus saw the temple of the Ismenian 
Apollo at Thebes can hardly have been earlier than 4^0 b.c. ; 
reckoning upwards from hence to 776 B.c., we have an interval 
of 326 years : the inscriptions which Herodotus saw may well 
therefore have been ancient, ivithout being earlier than the first 
recorded Olympiad. Mr. Clinton does indeed tell us that 
ancient “may perhaps” be construed as 400 years earlier than 
Herodotus. But no careful reader can permit himself to con- 
vert such bare possibility into a ground of inference, and to 
make it available, in conjunction with other similar possibilities 
before enumerated, for the purpose of showing that there really 
existed inscriptions in Greece of a date anterior to 776 B.c, 
Unless Mr. Clinton can make out this, he can derive no 
benefit from inscriptions, in his attempt to substantiate thq 
reality of the mythical persons or of Ibe mythical events, 
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The truth is that the Herakleid pedigree of the Spartan 
kings (as has been observed in a former chapter) is only one 
out of the numerous divine and heroic genealogies with which 
the Hellenic world abounded,^ — a class of documents which 

^ See the string of fabulous names placed at the head of the Halicar- 
nassian Inscription, professing to enumerate the series of priests of Foseiddn 
from the foundation of the city (Inscript. No. zSsSi Boeckh), with the 
commentary of the leained editor: compare also what he pronounces to be 
an inscription of a genealogy partially fabulous at Hierapytna in ICrete 
(No. 2563)- 

The memorable Farian marble is itself an inscription, in which legend 
and history, — gods, heroes, and men — are blended together in the various 
successive epochs without any consciousness of transition in the mind of 
the inscilber. 

That the Catalogue of priestesses of H£r£ at A^os went hack to the 
extreme of fabulous times, we may discern by the Fragments of Hellanikus 
(Frag. 4 S-S 3 )' So also did the registers at SikyOn ; they professed to record 
Amphion, son of Zeus and Antiopd, as the inventor of harp-music (Plutarch, 
De Musi<^, c. 3, p. 1132]. 

I remarked in a preceding page that Mr. Clinton erroneously cites K. 
O. Muller as a believer in the chronological antkenticity of the lists of the 
early Spartan kings j he says (voL iii App. vi. p. 330), “ Mr. Muller is of 
opinion that an authentic account of the years of each Lacedemonian reign 
from the return of the Heradidse to the Olympiad of Korcsbus had been 
preserved to the lime of Emtostljcn^ and Apolloddrus.” Bat this is a 
mistake : for MUller expressly disavows any belief in the auihenliciij/ of 
the lists (Dorians, i. p. 146) : he says, “ I do not contend that the imro- 
nological accounts in the Spartan lists form an auikentic document, more 
than those in the catalogue of the priestesses of and in the list of 
Halicamassian priests. The chronological statements in the Spartan lists 
may have been formed from imperfect memorials : hut the Alexandrine 
chronologists must have found such tables in existence,” See. 

The discrepancies noticed in Herodotus (vi. 52) are alone sufficient to 
prove that continuous registers of the names of the Lacedmmonian kings 
did not begin to be kept until very long after the date here assigned by Mr. 
Clinton. 

Xenophdn (Agesilaus, viii. 7) agrees with what Herodotus mentions to 
have been the native Lacedienionian story — that ArislodSmus (and not his 
sons) was the kiim who conducted the Dorian invaders to Sparta. What 
is further remarkable is that Xenophdn calls him — ’ApurrSSTiiios i 'HpcucKiovi. 
The reasonable inference here is, that Xenophdn believed Aristodimus to 
be the son of Hdraldds, and that this was one of the various genealogical 
stories current. But here the critics interpose; “i 'HpaiAfovs (observes 
Schneider), non ireus, sed iirifyovos, ut ex Herodoto viii. 131 admonuit 
Wei^e.” Surely if Xenophdn had meant this, he would have said i iiji 
'Hpeue\fous, 

Perhaps particular exceptional cases might be quoted, wherein the very 
common phrase of S followed by a genitive means deeceaebni, and not ton. 
But if any doubt be allowed upon this point, chronological computations, 
founded on genealogies, will be exposed to a serious tmdirional suspicion. 
Why are we to assume that Xenophdn must give the same story as Herodotus, 
unless his words naturally tell us so? 

M, J ohn Brandis, in an instructive Dissertation (De Temponon Gitecorum 
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become historical evidence only so high in the ascending series 
as the names composing them are authenticated by contem- 
porary, or nearly contemporary, enrtjlnient. At what period 
this practice of enrolment began, we have no information. 
Two remarks however may be made, in reference to any 
approximate guess as to the time when actual registration 
commenced: — First, that the number of names in the pedi- 
gree, or the length of past time which it professes to embrace, 
affords no presumption of any superior antiquity in the time of 
registration : — Secondly, that looking to the acknowledged 
paucity and rudeness of Grecian writing even down to the 
doth Olympiad (540 n.c.), and to the absence of the habit of 
writing, as well as the low estimate of its value, which such 
a state of things argues, the presumption is, that written 
enrolment of family genealogies did not commence until a 
long time after 776 E.C., and the obligation of proof falls 
upon him who maintains that it commenced earlier. And 
this second remark is further borne out when we observe, that 
there is no registered list, except that of the Olympic victors, 
which goes up even so high as 776 B.c. The next list which 
O. Muller and Mr. Clinton produce^ is that of the Karneonikm 
or victors at the Karneian festival, which readies only up to 
676 B.C. 

If Mr. Clinton then makes little out of inscriptions to 
sustain his view of Grecian history and chronology anterior 
to the recorded Olympiads, let us examine the inferences 
which he draws from his other source of evidence — the early 
poets. And here it will be found. First, that in order to 
maintain the credibility of these witnesses, he lays down 
positions respecting historical evidence both indefensible in 
themselves, and especially inapplicable to the early times of 
Greece: Secondly, that his reasoning is at the same time 
inconsistent — ^inasmuch as it includes admissions, which if 
properly understood and followed out, exhibit these very 
witnesses, as habitually, indiscriminately, and unconsciously, 
mingling truth and fiction, and therefore little fit to be believed 
upon their solitary and unsupported testimony. 

To take the second point first, he says, Introduction, p. ii.-iii. 
— “The authority even of the genealogies has been called in 

Andquissunotttm Rationibus, Honn. 1857} inusists forcibly on the point that 
Herodotus knew nothing of these registers of Spartan kings, and that they 
did not exist at Sparta when his history rvas composed (p. 6). M. Brandts 
conceives Hellanikus to he the first arranger and methodiser of these early 
venealomes (p. 8-37). 
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question by many able and learned persons, who reject Danaus, 
Kadmus, Hercules, Theseus, and many others, as fictitious 
persons. It is evident that any fact would come from the 
hands of the poets embellished tvith many fabulous additions : 
and fictitious genealogies were undoubtedly composed. Be- 
cause, however, some genealogies were fictitious, we are not 

justified in concluding that all were fabulous In 

estimating then the historical value of the genealogies trans- 
mitted by the early poets, we may take a middle course ; not 
rejecting them as wholly fals^ nor yet implicitly receiving all 
as true. The genealogies coniain many real persons, but these 
are ineorporated with many fictitious names. The fictions 
however will have a basis of truth : the genealogical expression 
may be false, but the connexion which it describes is real. 
Even to those who reject the whole as fabulous, the exhibition 
of the early times which is presented in this volume may still 
be not unacceptable ; because it is necessary to the right under- 
standing of antiquity that the opinions of the Greeks concern- 
ing their own origin should be set before us, even if these are 
erroneous opinion^ and that their story should be told as they 
have told it themselves. The names preserved by the ancient 
genealogies may be considered of three kinds; either they 
were the name of a race or clan coiiverted into the name of 
an individual, or they were altogether fictitious, or lastly, they 
were real historical names. An attempt is made in the four 
genealogical tables inserted below to distinguish these three 

dasses of names Of those who are left in the third 

dass (1. e. the real) all are not entitled to remain there. But I 
have only placed in the third class those names concerning 
which there seemed to be little doubt The rest are left to 
the judgement of the reader.” 

Pursuant to this principle of division, Mr. Clinton furnishes 
four genealogical tables,^ in which the names of persons repre- 
senting races are printed in capital letters, and those of purely 
fictitious persons in italics. And these tables exhibit a curious 
sample of the intimate commixture of fiction with that which 
be calls truth ; real son and mydiical father, real husband and 
mythical wife, or vice versd. 

Upon Mr. Clinton’s tables we may remark — ^ 

I. The names singled out as fictitious are distin^shed by 
no common character, nor any mark either assignable or 
defensible, from those which are left as real. To take^ an 
example (p. 40), why is Itflnus the ist printed out as a fiction, 

^ See Mr. Clmton's work, pp. 32, 40, loo. 
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while Itdnus the 2nd, together with Physcus, Cynus, Salmbneus, 
Ormenus, &c., in the same page, are preserved as real, all of 
them being eponyms of towns just as much as Itdnus? 

2. If we are to discard Hellto, D6rus, ^olus, I6n, &c., as 
not being real individual persons, hut expressions for personi- 
fied races, why are we to retain Kadmus, Danaus, Hyllus, and 
several others, who are just as much eponyms of races and 
tribes as the four above mentioned ? Hyllus, Pamphylus and 
Dymas are the eponyms of the three Dorian tribes, ^ just as 
HoplSs and the other three sons of I6n were of the four Attic 
tribes: Kadmus and Danaus stand in the same relation to 
the Kadmeians and Danaans, as Argus and Achseus to the 
Argeians and Achosans. Besides, there are many other names 
re^ly eponymous, which we cannot now recognise to be so, in 
consequence of our imperfect acquaintance with the sub- 
divisions of the Hellenic population, each of which, speaking 
generally, had its god or hero, to whom the original of the 
name was referred. If, then, eponymous names are to be 
excluded from the category of reality, we shall find that the 
ranks of the real men will be thinned to a far greater extent 
than is indicated by Mr. Clinton’s tables. 

3. Though Mr. Clinton does not carry out consistently 
either of his disfranchising qualifications among the names 
and persons of the old mythes, he nevertheless presses them 
far enough to strike out a sensible proportion of the whole. 
By conceding thus much to modem scepticism, he has de- 
parted from the point of view of Hellanikus and Herodotus, 
and the andent historians generally; and it is singular that 
the names, which he has been the most forward to sacrifice, 
are exactly those to which they were most attached and which 
it would have been most painful to their faith to part with — I 
mean the eponymous heroes. Neither Herodotus, nor Hel- 
lanikus, nor EratosthenSs, nor any one of the chronological 
reckoners of -antiquity, would have admitted the distinction 
which Mr. Clinton draws between persons real and persons 
fictitious in the old mythical world, though they might perhaps 
occasionally, on special grounds, call in question the existence 
of some individual characters amongst the mythical ancestry 
of Greece; but they never dreamt of that general severance 
into real and fictitious persons which forms the principle of 
Mr. Clinton’s “middle course." Their chronological compu- 
tations for Grecian antiquity assumed that the mythical 

* “ From these three ’’ (Hyllus, Pamphylus and Dymas), says Mr. Clinlon, 
vol. i. di. ?, p. 109, “ the three Dorian tribes derived their names." 
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characters in their full and entire sequence were all real persons. 
Setting up the entire list as real, they calculated so many 
generations to a century, and thus determined the number of 
centuries which separated themselves from the gods, the heroes, 
and'^the autochthonous men, who formed in their view the 
historical starting-point. But as soon as it is admitted that 
the /personages in the mythical world are divisible into two 
classes, partly real and partly fictitious, the integrity of the 
series is broken up, and it can be no longer employed as a 
basis for chronological calculation. In the estimate of the 
ancient chronologers, three succeeding persons of the same 
lineage — grandfather, father and son — counted for a century ; 
and this may pass in a rough way, so long as you are thor- 
oughly satisfied that they are all real persons: but if in the 
succession of persons A, B, C, you strike out B as a fiction, 
the continuity of data necessary for chronological computation 
disappears. Now Mr. Clinton is inconsistent with himself in 
this — that while he abandons the unsuspecting historical faith 
of the Grecian chronologers, he nevertheless continues his 
chronological computations upon the data of that ancient 
faith, — upon the assumed reality of all the persons constituting 
his ante-historical generationa What becomes,, for example, 
of the Heraldeid genealogy of the' Spartan kings, when it is 
admitted that eponymous persons are to be cancelled as 
fictions ; seeing that Hyllus, through whom those kings traced 
their origin to H&aklSs, comes in the most distinct manner 
under that category, as much so as HoplSs the son of I6n? 
It will be found that when we once cease to believe in the 
mythical world as an uninterrupted and unalloyed succession 
of real individuals, it becomes unfit to serve as a basis for 
chronological computations, and that Mr. Clinton, when he 
mutilated the data of the ancient chronologists, ought at the 
same time to have abandoned their problems as insoluble. 
Genealogies of real persons, such as Herodotus and Erato- 
sthenes believed in, afford a tolerable basis for calculations of 
time, within certain limits of error: “genealogies containing 
many real persons, but incorporated with many fictitious 
names," (to use the language just cited from Mr. Clinton,) are 
essentially unavailable for such a purpose. 

It is right here to add, that I agree in Mr, Clinton’s view of 
these eponymous persons: I admit with him that “the gene- 
alogical expression may often be false, when the connexion 
which it describes is real.” Thus, for example, the adoption 
of Hyllus by AE^mius, the father of Pamphylus and Dyma^ 
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to the privileges of a son and to a third fraction of his terri- 
tories, may reasonably be construed as a mythical expression 
of the fraternal union of the three Dorian tribes, Hylleis, 
Pamphyli, and Dymanes ; so about the relationship of I6n 
and Achteus, of D6rus and ^olus. But if we put this con- 
struction on the name of Hyllus, or Ion, or Achseus, we 
cannot at the same time employ either of these persons as 
units in chronological reckoning; nor is it consistent to recog- 
nise them in the lump as members of a distinct class, and yet 
to enlist them as real individuals in measuring the duration of 
past time. 

4. Mr. Clinton, while professing a wish to tell the story of 
the Greeks as they have told it themselves, seems unconscious 
how capitally his point of view differs from theirs. The dis- 
tinction which he draws between real and fictitious persons 
would have appeared unreasonable, not to say offensive, to 
Herodotus or Eratosthenfis. It is undoubtedly right that the 
early history (if so it is to be called) of the Greeks should be 
told as they have told it themselves, and with that view I have 
endeavoured in the previous narrative, as far as I could, to 
present the primitive legends in their original colour and 
character — pointing out at the same time the manner in which 
they were transformed and distilled into history by passing 
through the retort of later annalists. It is the legend as thus 
transformed which Mr. Clinton seems to understand as the 
story told by the Greeks themselves — which cannot be ad- 
mitted to be true, unless the meaning of the expression be 
specially explained. In his general distinction, however, 
between the real and fictitious persons of the mythical world, 
he departs essentially from the point of view even of the later 
Greeks. And if he had consistently followed out that dis- 
tinction in his particular criticisms, he would have found the 
ground slipping under his feet in his upward march even to 
Troy — not to mention the series of eighteen generations further 
up to Phordneus ; but he does not consistently follow it out, 
and therefore in practice he deviates little from the footsteps 
of the ancients. 

Enough has been said to show that the witnesses upon 
whom Mr, Clinton relies blend truth and fiction habitually, 
indiscriminately and unconsciously, even upon his own ad- 
mission. Let us now consider the positions which he lays 
down respecting historical evidence. He says (Introduct. 
p. vi., vii.) — 

"We may acknowledge as real persons all those whom there 
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is no reason for rejecting. The presumption is in favour of 
the early tradition, if no ailment can be brought to over- 
throw it. The persons may be considered real, when the 
de.scription of them is consonant with the state of the country 
at that time : when no national prejudice or vanity could be 
concerned in inventing them : when the tradition is consistent 
and general ; when rival or hostile tribes concur in the leading 
facts : when the acts ascribed to the person (divested of their 
poetical ornament) enter into the political system of the age, 
or form the basis of other transactions which fall within known 
historical times. Kadmus and Danaus appear to be real 
persons : for it is conformable to the state of mankind, and 
perfectly credible, that Phoenician and Egyptian adventurers, 
in the ages to which these persons are ascribed, should have 
found their way to the coasts of Greece : and the Greeks (as 
already observed) had no motive from any national vanity to 
feign these settlements. Hercules was a real person. His 
acts were recorded by those who were not friendly to the 
Dorians j by Achoaans and ./Eolians and lonians, who had no 
vanity to gratify in celebrating the hero of a hostile and rival 
people. His descendants in many branches remained in many 
states down to the historical times. His son Tlepolemus and 
his grandson and weat-grandson Cleodseus and Aristomachus 
are acknowledged (*. e. by O. Muller) to be real persons : and 
there is no reason that can be assigned for receiving these, 
which will not be equally valid for establishing the reality both 
of Hercules and Hyllus. Above all, Hercules is authenti- 
cated by the testimonies both of the Iliad and Odyssey.” 

These positions appear to me inconsistent with sound views 
of the conditions of historical testimony. According to what 
is here laid down, we are bound to accept as real all the persons 
mentioned by Homer, Arktinus, Lesch§s, the Hesiodic poets, 
EumHus, Asius, &c., unless we can adduce some positive 
ground in each particular case to prove the contrary. If this 
position be a true one, the greater part of the history of 
England, from Brute the Trojan down to Julius Ctesar, ought 
at once to be admitted as valid and worthy of credence. What 
Mr, Clinton here calls the earfy tradition, is in point of fact 
the narrative of these early poets. The word tradition is an 
equivocal word, and begs the whole question, for while in its 
obvious and literal meaning it implies only something handed 
down, whether truth or fiction— it is tacitly undMStood to imply 
a tale descriptive of some real matter of fact, taking its rise at 
the time when that fact happened, and originally accurate, but 
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corrupted by subsequent oral transmission. Understanding 
therefore by Mr. Clinton’s words early iraditim, the tales of 
the old poets, we shall find his position totally inadmissible 
— that we are bound to admit the persons or statements of 
Homer and Hesiod as real, unless where we can produce 
reasons to the contrary. To allow this, would be to put them 
upon a par with good contemporary witnesses ; for no greater 
privilege can be claimed in favour even of Thucydides, than the 
title of his testimony to be believed unless where it can be con- 
tradicted on special grounds. The presumption in favour of an 
asserting witness is either strong, or weak, or positively nothing, 
according to the compound ratio of his means of knowledge, his 
moral and intellectual habits, and his motive to speak the 
truth. Thus, for instance, when Hesiod tells us that his father 
quitted the .lilolic KymS and came to Askra in Eoefitia, we may 
fully believe him ; but when he describes to us the battles be- 
tween the Olympic gods and the Titans, or between HfiraklSs 
and Kyknus — or when Homer depicts the efforts of Hector, 
aided by Apollo, for the defence of'l'roy, and the struggles 
of Achilles and Odysseus, with the assistance of HerS 
and Poseiddn, for the destruction of that city, events pro- 
fe.ssedly long past and gone — we cannot presume either of them 
to be in any way worthy of belief. It cannot be shown that 
they possessed any means of knowledge, while it is certain that 
they could have no motive to consider historical truth : their 
object was to satisfy an uncritical appetite for narrative, and to 
interest the emotions of their hearers. Mr. Clinton says, that 
“ the persons may be considered real when the description of 
them is consistent with the state of the country at that time." 
But he has forgotten, first, that we know nothing of the state of 
the country except what these very poets tell us j next, that 
fictitious persons may be just as consonant to the state of the 
country as real persons. IVhile therefore, on the one hand, we 
have no independent evidence either to affirm or to deny that 
Achilles or Agamemnfin are consistent with the state of Greece 
or Asia Minor at a certain supposed date 1 183 b . c ., — so, on 
the other hand, even assuming such consistency to be made 
out, this of itself would not prove them to be real persons. 

Mr. Clinton’s reasoning altogether overlooks the existence of 
plausible fiction — fictitious stories which haimonise perfectly well 
with the general course of facts, and which are distinguished 
from matters of fact not by any internal character, but by the 
circumstance that matter of fact has some competent and well- 
informed witness to authenticate it, either directly or throuf^h 
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legitimate inference. Fiction may be, and often is, extra- 
vagant and incredible j but it may also be plausible and 
specious, and in that case there is nothing but the want of an 
attesting certificate to distinguish it from truth. Now all the 
tests, which Mr. Clinton proiMses as guarantees of the reality 
of the Homeric persons, will be just as well satisfied by 
plausible fiction as by actual matter of fact ; the plausibility 
of the fiction consists in its satisfying those and other similar 
conditions. In most cases, the tales of the poets did fall in 
with the existing current of feelings in their audience: 
“ prejudice and vanity” are not the only feelings, but doubt- 
less prejudice and vanity were often appealed to, and it was 
from such harmony of sentiment that they acquired their hold 
on men’s belief. Without any doubt the Iliad appealed most 
powerfully to the reverence for ancestral gods and heroes 
among the Asiatic colonists who first heard it : the temptation 
of putting forth an interesting tale is quite a sufficient stimulus 
to the invention of the poet, and the plausibility of the tale a 
sufficient passport to the belief of the hearers. Mr. Clinton 
talks of “ consistent and general tradition.” But that the tale 
of a poet, when once told with effect and beauty, acquired 
generd belief — is no proof that it wrns founded on fact : other- 
wise, what are we to say to the divine legends, and to the large 
portion of the Homeric narrative which Mr. Clinton himself 
sets aside as untrue under the designation of “poetical orna- 
ment ? ” When a mythical incident is recorded as “ forming 
the basis ” of some known historical fact or institution — as for 
instance the successful stratagem by which Melanthus killed 
Xanthus in the battle on the boundary, as recounted in mjr last 
chapter, — we may adopt one of two views : we may either 
treat the incident as red, and as having actually given occasion 
to what is described as its effect — or we may treat the incident 
as a legend imagined in order to assign some plausible origin 
of the reality, — “ Aut ex re nomen, aut ex vocabulo fabula.” ^ 
In cases where the legendary inddent is referred to a time long 
anterior to any records — as it commonly is — ^the second mode 
of proceeding appears to me far more consonant to reason and 
probability than the first. It is to be recollected tiiat all the 
persons and facts, here defended as matter of real history by 
Mr. Clinton, are referred to an age long preceding the first 
beginning of records. 

I have already remarked that Mr. Clinton shrinks from his 
own rule in treating Xadmus and Danaus as real persons, since 
^ Fomponius Mela, iii. 7, 
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they are as much eponyms of tribes or races as D6rus and 
Hellen. And if he can admit HeraklSs to be a real man, 1 do 
not see upon what reason he can consistently disallow any one 
of the mythical personages, for there is not one whose exploits 
are more strikingly at variance with the standard of historical 
probability. Mr. Clinton reasons upon the supposition that 
“Hercules was a Dorian hero:” but he was Achrcan and 
Kadmeian as well as Dorian, though the legends respecting him 
are different in all the three characters. Whether his son 
Tlepolemus and his grandson Kleodaeus belong to the category 
of historical men, I will not take upon me to say, though 
O. Muller (in ray opinion without any warranty) appears to 
admit it ; but Hyllus certainly is not a real man, if the canon 
of Mr. Clinton himself respecting the eponyms is to be trusted. 
“The descendants of Hercules (observes Mr. Clinton) remained 
in many states down to the historical times.” So did those of 
Zeus and Apollo, and of that god whom the historian Hekatieus 
recognised as his progenitor in the sixteenth generation : the 
titular kings of Ephesus, in the historical times, as well as 
Peisistratus, the despot of Athens, traced their origin up to 
.iEolus and Hellfin, yet Mr. Clinton does not hesitate to reject 
A£olus and Hellfin as fictitious persons. I dispute the propriety 
of quoting the Iliad and Odyssey (as Mr. Clinton does) in 
evidence of the historic personality of Hercules. For even 
with regard to the ordinary men who figure in those poems, we 
have no means of discriminating the real from the fictitious ; 
while the Homeric Hferaklfis is unquestionably more than an 
ordinary man, — he is the favourite son of Zeus, from his birth 
predestined to a life of labour and servitude, as preparation for 
a glorious immortality. Without doubt the poet himself be- 
lieved in the reality of Hercules, but it was a reality clothed 
with superhuman attributes. 

Mr. Clinton observes (Introd. p. ii.), that “because some 
genealogies were fictitious, we are not justified in concluding 
that all were fabulous.” It is no way necessary that we should 
maintain so extensive a position ; it is sufficient that all are 
fabulous so far as concerns gods and heroes , — some fabulous 
throughout — and none ascertainably true, for the period 
anterior to the recorded Olympiads. How much, or what 
particular portions, m.ay be true, no one can pronounce. The 
gods and heroes are, from our point of view, essentially fic- 
titious ; but from the Grecian pomt of view they were the most 
real (if the expression may be permitted, /. e. clung to with the 
Strongest faith) of all the members of the series. They not 
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only formed parts of the genealogy as originally conceived, but 
were in themselves the grand reason why it was conceived, — as 
a golden chain to connect the living man with a divine 
ancestor. The genealogy therefore taken as a whole (and its 
value consists in its being taken as a whole) was from the be- 
ginning a fiction ; but the names of the father and grandfather 
of the living man, in whose day it first came forth, were doubt- 
less those of real men. \Vherever therefore we can verify the 
date of a genealogy, as applied to some living person, we may 
reasonably presume the two lowest members of it to be also 
those of real persons ; but this has no application to the 
time anterior to the Olympiads — still less to the pretended 
times of the Trojan war, the Kalydonian boar-hunt, or the 
deluge of Deukalion. To reason (as Mr. Clinton does, Introd. 
p. vi.), — “ Because Aristomachus was a real man, therefore his 
father Clcodteus, his grandfather Hyllus, and so farther up- 
wards, &c. must have been real men,” — is an inadmissible 
conclusion. The historian Hekatseus was a real man, and 
doubtless his father Hegesander also — but it would be unsafe 
to march up his genealogical ladder fifteen steps to the presence 
of the ancestorial god of whom he boasted : the upper steps of 
the ladder will be found broken and unreal. Not to mention 
that the inference, from real son to real father, is inconsistent 
with the admissions in Mr. Clinton’s own genealogical tables ; 
for he there inserts the names of several mythical fathers as 
having begotten real historical sons. 

The general authority of Mr. Clinton’s book, and the sincere 
respect which I entertain for his elucidations of the later 
chronology, have imposed upon me the duty of assigning those 
grounds on which I dissent from his conclusions prior to the 
first recorded Olympiad, The reader who desires to see the 
numerous and contradictory guesses (they deserve no better 
name) of the Greeks themselves in the attempt to chronologise 
their mythical narratives, will find them in the copious notes 
annexed to the first half of liis first volume. As I consider all 
such researches not merely as fruitless in regard to any trust- 
worthy result, but as , serving to divert attention from the 
genuine form and really illustrative character of Grecian 
legend, I have not thought it right to go over the same ground 
in the present work. Differing as I do, however, from Mr. 
Clinton’s views on this subject, I concur with him in depre- 
cating the application of etymology (Introd. p. xi.-xii.) as a 
general scheme of explanation to the characters and events of 
Greek levend. Amonvst the many causes which operated as 
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suggestives and stimulants to Greek fancy in the creation 
of these interesting tales, doubtless etymology has had its 
share ; but it cannot be applied (as Hermann, above all 
others, has sought to apply it) for the purpose of imparting 
supposed sense and system to the general body of mythical 
narrative. I have already remai-ked on this topic in a former 
chapter. 

It would be curious to ascertain at what time, or by whom, 
the earliest continuous genealogies, connecting existing persons 
with the supposed antecedent ago of legend, were formed 
and preserved. Neither Homer nor Hesiod mentioned any 
verifiable present persons or circumstances : had they done so, 
the age of one or other of them could have been determined upon 
good evidence, which we may fairly presume to have been im- 
possible, from the endless controversies upon this topic among 
ancient writers. In the Hesiodic “ Works and Days,” the heroes 
of Troy and Thebes are even presented as an extinct race,^ 
radically different from the poet’s own contemporaries, who are 
a new race, far too depraved to be conceived as sprung from 
the loins of the heroes ; so that we can hardly suppose Hesiod 
(though his father was a native of the .(Eolic KymS) to have 
admitted the pedigree of the .Eolic chiefs, as reputed descend- 
ants of Agamemndn. Certain it is that the earliest poets 
did not attempt to measure or bridge over the supposed 
interval, between their own age and the war of Troy, by any 
definite series of fathers and sons : whether Eumdlus or Asius 
made any such attempt, we cannot tell, but the earliest con- 
tinuous backward genealogies which we find mentioned are 
those of Pherekydes, Hellanikus, and Herodotus. It is well 
known that Herodotus, in his manner of computing the up- 
ward genealogy of the Spartan kings, assigns the dale of 
the Trojan war to a period 800 years earlier than himself, 
equivalent about to d.c. 1370-1250 ; while the subsequent 
Alexandrine chronologists, Eratosthenes and Apolloddrus, 
place that event in 1184 and 1183 b.c. ; and the Parian marble 
refers it to an intermediate date, different from either — 1209 
B.c. Ephorus, Phanias, Timoeus, Kleitarchus, and Duris, had 
each his own conjectural datej but the computation of the 
Alexandrine chronologists was the most generally followed by 
those who succeeded them, and seems to have passed to 
modern times as -the received date of this great legendary 
event — though some distinguished inquirers have adopted the 
epoch of Herodotus, which Larcher has attempted to vindicate 
^ See vol. i., chap. ii. 
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in an elaborate, but feeble, dissertation.^ It is unnecessary to 
state that in my view the inquiry has no other value except 
to illustrate the ideas which guided the Greek mind, and to 
e.\hibit its progress from the days of Homer to those of 
Herodotus. For it argues a considerable mental progress when 
men begin to methodise the past, even though they do so on 
fictitious principles, being as yet unprovided with those records 
which alone could put them on a better course. The Homeric 
man was satisfied with feeling, imagining, and believing, par- 
ticular incidents of a supposed past, without any attempt to 


^ Laichei, Chronologie d’Herodote, chap. xiv. p. 352-^01. 

From the capture of Troy down to the passage of Alexander with his 
invading army into Asia, the latter a known date of 334 B.C., the following 
different reckonings were made — 


Phanias . gave 715 years. 

Ephorus .. 73 S ■! 

Eratosthenes „ 774 „ 

Timasus \ - 

Kleitarchua J •> “° » 

Duris. „ 1000 „ 

(Clemens. Alexand. Strom, i. p. 337.) 


■ Bemocrilus estimated a space of 730 years between his composition of 
the MiKphs AidKoarnos and the capture of Troy (Biogen. LaUrt. ix. 41). 
Isokrat£s believed the Lacedaemonians to have been established in Pelopon- 
nesus 700 years, and he repeats this in three difi'crent passages (Archidam. 
p. liSs Panathen. p. 275 j Be Pace, p. 178). Tlie dates of these three 
orations themselves differ by twenty-four years, the Archidamus being older 
than the Panathenaic by that interval ; yet he employs the same number of 
years for each in calculating backwards to the Trojan war (see Clinton, 
vol. i. Introd. p. v). In round numbers, his calculation coincides pretty 
nearly with the 800 years given by Herodotus in the preceding century. 

The remarks of Boeckh on the Parian marble generally, in his Corpus 
Inscriptionum Groec. t. ii. p. 322-336, are extremely valuable, but especially 
his caticism on the epoch of the Trojan war, which stands the twenty- 
fourth in the Marble. The ancient chronologists, from Bamastls and 
Ilellanikus downwards, professed to fix not oruy the exact year, but the 
exact month, day and hour in which this celebrated capture took place. 
[Mr. Clinton pretends to no more than the possibility of determining the 
event within fifty years, Introduct. p. vL] Boeckh illustrates the manner of 
their argumentation. 

O. Mdller observes (History of the Dorians, t. ii. p. 442, Eng. Tr,), "In 
reckoning from the migration of the I-leraklidEe downward, we follow the 
Alexandrine chronology, of wliidi it should be observed, that out materials 
only enable us to restore it to its original state, not to txamtte Us 
mrectHoss.” ■ 

But I do not see upon what evidence even so much as this can be done. 
Mr. Clinton, admitting that Eratostlienfis fixed his date by conjecture, 
supposes him to have chosen “a middle point between the longer and 
shorter computations of his predecessors.” Boeckh thinks this explanation 
unsatisfactory (/. c. p. 32S). 

VOT.. IT. N 
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graduate the line of connexion between them and himself : to 
introduce fictitious hypotheses and media of connexion is the 
business of a succeeding age, when the stimulus of rational 
curiosity is first felt, without any authentic materials to supply 
it. We have then the form of history operating upon the 
matter of legend — the transition-state between legend and 
history j less interesting indeed than either separately, yet 
necessary as a step between the two. 


CHAPTER XX 

STATE OF SOCIETY AND MANNERS AS EXHIBITED IN 
GRECIAN LEGEND 

Though the particular persons and events chronicled in the 
legendary poems of Greece, are not to be regarded as belonging 
to the province of real history, those poems are nevertheless 
full of instruction as pictures of life and manners; and the 
very same circumstances which divest their composers of all 
credibility as historians, render them so much the more 
valuable as unconscious expositors of their own contemporary 
society. While professedly describing an uncertified past, 
their combinations are involuntarily borrowed from the 
surrounding present. For among communities, such as those 
of the primitive Greeks, without books, without means of 
extended travel, without acquaintance with foreign languages 
and habits, the imaginarion even of highly gifted men was 
naturally enslaved by the circumstances around them to a far 
greater degree than in the later days of Sol6n or Herodotus; 
insomuch that the characters which they conceived and the 
scenes which they described would for that reason bear a 
stronger generic resemblance to the realities of their own time 
and locahty. Nor was the poetry of that age addressed to 
lettered and critical authors, watchful to detect plagiarism, 
sated with simple imagery, and requiring something of novelty 
or peculiarity in every fresh production. To captivate their 
emotions, it was sufficient to depict with genius and fervour 
the more obvious manifestations of human adventure or suffer- 
ing, and to idealise that type of society, both private and 
public, with which the hearers around were familiar. Even in 
describing the gods, where a great degree of latitude and 
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deviation might have been expected,* we see that Homer 
introduces into Olympus the passions, the caprices, the love of 
power and patronage, the alternation of dignity and weakness, 
which animated the bosom of an ordinary Grecian chief ; and 
this tendency, to reproduce in substance the social relations to 
which he had been accustomed, would operate still more 
powerfully when he had to. describe simply human characters 
— the chief and his people, the warrior and his comrades, tlie 
husband, wife, father, and son — or the imperfect rudiments of 
judicial and administrative proceeding. That his narrative on 
all these points, even mth fictitious characters and events, 
presents a close approximation to general reality, there can be 
no reason to doubt.® The necessity under which he lay of 
drawing from a store, then happily unexhausted, of personal 
experience and observation, is one of the causes of that fresh- 
ness and vivacity of description for which he stands unrivalled, 
and which constituted the imperishable charm of the Iliad and 
Odyssey from the beginning to tlie end of Grecian literature. 

While therefore we renounce the idea of chronologising or 
historicising the events of Grecian legend, we may turn them to 
profit as valuable memorials of that state of society, feeling and 
intelligence, which must be to us the starting-point of the 
history of the people. Of course the legendary age, like all 
those which succeeded it, had its antecedent causes and deter- 
mining conditions ; but of these we know nothing, and we are 
compelled to assume it as a primary fact for the purpose of 
following out its subsequent changes. To conceive absolute 
beginning or origin (as Niebuhr has justly remarked) is beyond 
the reach of our faculties ; we can neither apprehend nor verify 
anything beyond progress, or development, or decay ® — change 

* Kal Toils Seoiii Si SA ravro vdvTts ifmiri Pairt\tieirBai, tn uni aural, ot 
fiiy frt krI ySv, ot Se rh i/ixaiou, iffairiKoioVTO. “tlinrep Sr Kal ri itSri 
iavTois iuponoiooffiv ot &v8piinroi, oStu Kal robs Ptous rav 8tav (Arislot. 
Politic, i. I, 7 ). 

* In the pictures of the Homeric Heroes, there is no material difference 
of character recognised between one race of Greeks and another — or even 
between Greeks and Trojans. See Heibig, Die Sittlichen Zustande des 
Griechischen Heldenolteis, part ii. p. 53. 

* Niebuhr, Komische Geschidite, vol. i. p. 53, 2nd edit. "Erkennt 
man aber dass aller Urspiung jenseits unserer nur Entwickelung und Fort- 
gang ftssenden Begriffe Uegt ; und bcschrdnkt sich von Stufe auf Stufe im 
Umfang dcr Geschichte zunickzugehen, so wird man Vdiker eiiie.s Stammes 
(das h»5st, durch eigenthttmliche Art und Spiache identisch) vielfach elien 
an sich entjgegenliegenden KtistenlSndem antieffen . . . ohne dass irgend 
etwas die Voiaussctzungerheischte, eine von diesen gelrennlen Landschaften 
sci die urspitinMiche Hcimath vewesen von wo ein Theil nach der andem 
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from one set of circumstances to another, operated by some 
definite combination of physical or moral laws. In the case of 
the Greeks, the legendary age, as the earliest in any way known 
to us, must be taken as the initial state from which this series 
of changes commences. We must depict its prominent 
characteristics as well as we can, and show — partly how it 
serves to prepare, partly how it forms a contrast to set off — 
the subsequent ages of Solon, of Perikl&s, and of Demosthenes. 

I. The political condition, which Grecian legend everywhere 
presents to us, is in its principal features strikingly different 
from that which had become universally prevalent among the 
Greeks in the time of the Peloponnesian war. Historical 
oligarchy, as well as democracy, agreed in requiring a certain 
established system of government, comprising these three 
elements — specialised functions, temporary functionaries, and 
ultimate responsibility (under some forms or other) to the 
mass of qualified citizens — either a Senate or an Ecclesia, or 
both. Tiiere were of course many and capital distinctions 
between one government and another, in respect to the qualifi- 
cation of the citizen, the attributes and efficiency of the general 
assembly, the admissibility to power, &c. ; and men might often 
be dissatisfied with the way in which these questions were 
determined in their own city. But in the mind of every man, 
some determining rule or system — something like what in 
modern times is called a constiiution — was indispensable to any 
government entitled to be called legitimate, or capable of 
creating in the mind of a Greek a feeling of moral obligation to 
obey it. The functionaries who exercised authority trader it 
might be itiore or less competent or popular ; but his personal 
feelings towards them were commonly lost in his attachment or 
aversion to the general system. If any energetic man could by 
audacity or craft break down the constitution and render him- 
self permanent ruler according to his own will and pleasure — 

gewandert ware . . . Dies ist der Geographie dei Thieigeschlecbter und 
der Vegetation analog : deren grosse Bezirke duich Gebtirge gesdiieden 
werden, imd beschiSnkte Meete einschliessen.” 

“When we once recognise, however, that ajl aiseluie heginning lUs out 
of the reach of mr mental conceptions, which comprehend nothing ieyond 
deoelopmeni and progress, and when we attempt nothing more than to go 
back from the later to the earlier stages in the compass of history, we shall 
often find, on opposite coasts of the same sea, people of one stock (that is 
of the same peculiar customs and language), without being warranted in 
supposing that either of these separate coasts was the primiave home from 
whence emigrants crossed over to the other. This is analogous to the 
geography of animals and plants, whose wide districts are severed by 
mo'intBir- ond enelo “ inlBrn • s'"'" ” 
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even though he might govern well, he could never inspire the 
people with any sentiment of duty towards him. His sceptre 
was illegitimate from the beginning, and even the taking of his 
life, far from being interdicted by that moral feeling which 
condemned the shedding of blood in other cases, was considered 
meritorious. Nor could he be mentioned in the language except 
by a name ^ (Tiipowov, despot) which branded him as an object 
of mingled fear and dislike. 

If we carry our eyes back from historical to legendary Greece, 
we find a picture the reverse of what has been here sketched. 
We discern a government in which there is little or no scheme 
or system, — still less any idea of responsibility to the governed, 
— but in which the main-spring of obedience on the part of the 
people consists in their personal feeling and reverence towards 
the chief. We remark, first and foremost, the king; next, a 
limited number of subordinate kings or chiefs ; afterwards, the 
mass of armed freemen, husbandmen, artisans, freebooters, &c. ; 
lowest of all, the free labourers for hire and the bought slaves. 
The king is not distinguished by any broad or impassable 
boundary from the other chiefe, to each of whom the title 
Basileus is applicable as well as to himself : his supremacy has 
been inherited from his ancestors, and passes by descent, as a 
general rule, to his eldest son, having been conferred upon the 
family as a privilege by the favour of Zeus.^ In war, he is the 

^ The Greek name ripmnto! cannot be properly rendered tyrant; for 
many of the rripawoi by no means deserved to be so called, nor is it con- 
sistent with the use of language to speak of a mild and well-intentioned 
tyrant. The word desjvt is the nearest approach which we can make to it, 
since it is understood to imply that a man has got more power than he 
ought to have, while it does not exclude a beneficent use of such power 
by some individuals. It is however very inadequate to express the full 
strength of Grecian feeling which the original word called forth. 

® The Fhseakian king Alkinous (Odyss. vii. ^55-65) : there ate twelve 
other Fhaiakian BacriAues, he is himself the thirteenfii (viii. 391). 

The chief men in the Iliad, and the suitors of Penelope in the Odyssey, 
are called usually and indiscriminately both BaviAuss and ’'AvoKres; the 
latter word however designates them as men of property and masters of 
slaves (analogous to the subsequent word Semttnis, which word does not 
occur in Homer, though Sfonroira is found in the Odyssey), while the former 
word marks them as persons of conspicuous station m the tribe (see Odyss. 
i- 393~4ft 1 xiv. 6^). A chief could only be BatriAeis of freemen ; but 
he might be^Avof either of &eemen or of slaves. 

A^memndn and Menelaus belong to the most kingh race (yf vox fiacrA- 
tirtpov : compare TVt*«s, Fragm. ix. v. 8, p. 9, ed. Schneidewin j of the 
Pelopids, to whom the sceptre originally made for Zeus has been given by 
Ilermte (Iliad, ii. loi ; ix. 160 ; x. 239) ; compare Odyss. xv. S39- The 
race of Dardanus are the favourite oHspring of Zeus, fieunMiraToy among 
the Trojans (Iliad, xx, 304). These races are the parallels of the kingly 
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leader, foremost in personal prowess, and directing all military 
movements j in peace, he is the general protector of the injured 
and oppressed ; he further offers up those public prayers and 
sacrifices which are intended to obtain for the whole people 
the favour of the gods. An ample domain is assigned to him 
as an appurtenance of his lofty position, while the produce of 
his fields and his cattle is consecrated in part to an abundant, 
though rude, hospitality. Moreover, he receives frequent 
presents, to avert his enmity, to conciliate his favour,^ or to 
buy off his exactions j and when plunder is taken from the 

prosapia called Amali, Asdingi, Gungingi and Lithingi, among the Goths, 
VandaN, and Lombards (Jornandes, De Uebus Gelicis, c. 14-22 ; Paul 
Warnefrid, Gest. Laiigob. c. 14-21); and the &pxiichi/ yivos among the 
Channian Epirots (Thucyd. ii. 80). 

1 Odyss. i. 392; xi. 1845 xHi. 14; xix. 109— 

0{|i yafi ri Kojehv ^aatkLvtixW ati/ra r4 ot 
‘Aiftvtihv veKerat-t Kai rt^Tjeorepo? aillrbs. 

Iliad, ix. 154-297 (when Againemn6n is promising seven townships to 
Achiiles, as a means of appeasing his wrath) — 

*l^p fi* ai/8pn vaiovort voXvfioOrait 

Ot xb <r« owrtvjfcri, debv &tf 

Kat crot i>irb Aiiropas rcAiovirt B^fitaraf, 

See Iliad, xii. 312 ; and the reproaches of Thersit8s (ii. 226) — Bairi\^as 
Sapoipayovs (Hesiod, 0 pp. Di. 38-264). 

We Roman lungs had a large rinevos assigned to them, — “agri, arva, et 
arbusta et pascui laeti alque uberes” (Cicero, De Rcpubl. v. a); the Ger- 
man kings received presents : " Mas est civitatibus (observes Tacitus 
respecting the Germans whom he describes, H. G. 15) ultro ac viritim con- 
ferre principibas, vel armentorum vel frugum, quod pro honore accejitum 
etiam necessitatibus subvenit.” 

The revenue of the Persian kings before Darius consisted only of what 
were called Supa or presents (Herod, hi. 89) ; Darins first introduced both 
the name of tribute and the determinate assessment. King Polydektds in 
Seriphos invites his friends to a festival, the condition of which is that 
each guest shall contribute to an ipayos for his benefit (FherekydSs, Fragm. 
26, ed. Didot) ; a case to which the Thracian banquet prepared by SeuthSs 
aifoids an exact parallel (XenophOn, Anab. vii. 3, 16-32: compare Thucyi 
ii. 97, and Welckcr, jEsohyl. Trilogie, p. 381). Such Aids or Benevol- 
ences, even if originally voluntary, became in the end compulsory. In the 
European monarchies of the middle ages, what were called free gifts were 
more ancient than public taxes : “The feudal Aids (observes Mr. Hallam) 
are the bemnning of taxation, of which tliey for a long time answered the 
purpose” (Middle Ages, ch. ii. part i. p. 189). So about the Aides in the old 
French Monarchy, “ La Coiir des Aides avoit iti institute, et sa jurisdic- 
tion s’dtoit foiin6e, lorsque le domaine des Rois suffisoit k toutes les 
d^penses de I’Etat, les droits d'Aides ^toient alors des snppldmens peu con- 
siderables et toujours tempoinires. Depnis, le domaine des Rois avoit ete 
Bn^anti : les Aides, au contraire, etoient devcnue.s permanentes et forrauient 
presque la totalite des ressources dn tresor." (Hatoire de la Fronde, par 
M. de St. Aulaire, ch. iii. p. 124.) 
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enemy, a large previous share, comprising probably the most 
alluring female captive, is reserved for him apart from the 
general distribution.^ 

Such is the position of the king in the heroic times of 
Greece, — the only person (if we except the heralds and priests, 
each both special and subordinate) who is then presented to us 
as clothed with any individual authority, — the person by whom 
all the executive functions, then few in number, which the 
society requires, are either performed or directed. His personal 
ascendency — derived from divine countenance bestowed both 
upon himself individually and upon his race, and probably 
from accredited divine descent — is the salient feature in the 
picture. The people hearken to his voice, embrace his pro- 
positions, and obey his orders : not merely resistance, but even 
criticism upon his acts, is generally exhibited in an odious 
point of view, and is indeed never heard of except from some 
one or more of the subordinate princes. To keep alive and 
justify such feelings in the public mind, how'ever, the king must 
himself possess various accomplishments, bodily and mental, 
and that too in a superior degree.® He must be brave in the 
field, wise in the council, and eloquent in the agora j he must 
be endued with bodily strength and activity above other men, 
and must be an adept, not only in the use of his arms, but also 
in those athletic exercises whidi the crowd delight to witness. 
Even the more homely varieties of manual acquirements are an 
addition to his character, — such as the craft of the carpenter 
or shipwright, the straight furrowing of the ploughman, or 
the indefatigable persistence of the mower without repo.se or 

^ ’EttI ^ols yipiufi varpiKot /SatriXeTai, is the description which Thuc^- 
didte gives of these heroic governments (i. 13). 

The language of Aristotle (Polit. iii. 10, l) is much the same; 'H 
— i irepl rois ^paiKolis S’ ijy Myray phy, M run S’ 

hputpiyois’ arparriyhs S' ijv xol SiKaaris i fiam^ebs, xal ray irpht robr Beobs 

KVptOS. 

It can hardly be said correctly, however, that the king’s authority was 
cUfmtd; nothing can well be more indefinite. 

Agamemndn enjoyed or assumed the power of putting to death a dis- 
obedient soldier (Aristot. Polit. iii. 9, 2). The words which Aristotle read 
in the speech of Agamemndn in the Iliad — Xlbp yltp Ipal Biyaros — are not 
in our present copies : the Alexandrine critics effaced many traces of the 
old manners. 

® Striking phrases on this head are put into the mouth of Sarpdddn 
(Iliad, xii. 310-322). 

Kings are named and commissioned by Zeus, — 'Zk SI Aibs fitunKrjts 
(Hesiod, Theogon. 96 j Callimach. Hymn, ad Jov. 79 ; Kparepti Bt^rayTe 
Aibr is a sort of paraphrase for the kingly dignity in the case of Pelias and 
Nelgus (Odyss. xi. 255 ; compare Iliad, li. 204). 
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refreshment throughout the longest da);.^ The conditions of 
voluntary obedience, during the Grecian heroic times, are 
family descent with personal force and superiority, mental as 
•weU as bodily, in the chief, coupled with the favour of the gods : 
an old chief, such as Peleus and Laertes, cannot retain his 
position.® But, on the other hand, where these elements of 
force are present, a good deal of violence, caprice and rapacity 
is tolerated : the ethical judgement is not exact in scrutinising 
the conduct of individuals so pre-eminently endowed. As in 
the case of the gods, the general epithets of good, just, &c. are 
applied to them as euphemisms arising from submission and 
fear, being not only not sugge.sted, but often pointedly belied, 
by their particular acts. These words signify * the man of 
birth, wealth, influence and daring, whose arm is strong to 
destroy or to protect, whatever may be the turn of his moral 
sentiments; while the opposite epithet, bad, designates the 
poor, lowly and weak, from whose dispositions, be they ever so 
virtuous, society has little either to hope or to fear. 

Aristotle, in his general theory of government, lays down 


® Odysseus builds his own bed and bedchamber and his own raft (Odyss. 
xxiii. 188; V. 246-255), he boasts of being an excellent mower and plough- 
man (xviii. 365-375) : for his astonishing proficiency in the athletic contests, 
see viii. 180-230. Paris took a share in building his own house (Iliad, vi. 

314)- 

* Odyss. xi. 496 j xxiv. 136-248. 

* See this prominent meaning of the words &ya0hs, ioBKhs, Kmchi, See,, 

copiously illustrated in Welcker's excellent Prolegomena to Theognis, sect. 
9-16. Cameraritts, in his notes on that poet (v. 19), had already con- 
ceived clearly the sense in which these words are used. Odyss. xv. 323. 
ord T6 toTi iyaSaio’i vapaSpiia(ri Compare Hesiod, 0 pp. DL 216, 

and the line in Atlienmus, v. p. 178, Ain-Sfiarot S' ItyaBot SeiAwv It! Sairas 


Imriy, 

illarum vocnm vis, et ciaiUs — quarum htec a lexicographis et 
commentatoribus plurimis fere neglecta est— probe discernendse erunt. 
Quod quo facilius tieret, nescio an uhi posterior intcllectus valet, majuscolfi 
scribendnm fuisset 'AyaSol et Kmcoi.” 

If this advice of Weicker could have been followed, much misconception 
would have been obviated. The reference of these words to power and 
not to worth, is their primitive import in the Greek language, descending 
from the Iliad downward, and determining the habitual designation of 
parties during the period of active political dispute. The ethical meaning 
of the word hardly appears until the discussions raised by Sokratgs, and 
prosecuted by his disciples, bnt the primitive import still continued to 
maintain concurrent footing. 

I shall have occasion to touch more largely on this subject, when I come 
to expound the Grecian political parties. At present it is enough to remark 
that mo epithets of good men, test men (the helier classes, according to a 
phrase common even now), habitually applied afterwards to the aristocrati- 
cal parties, descend from the rudest period of Grecian society. 
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the position,^ that the earliest sources of obedience and authority 
among mankind are personal, exhibiting themselves most 
perfectly in the type of paternal supremacy ; and that there- 
fore the kingly government, as most conformable to this stage 
of social sentiment, became probably the first established 
everywhere. And in fact it still continued in his time to 
be generally prevalent among the non-Hellenic nations im- 
mediately around j though the Phoenician cities and Carthage, 
the most civilised of all non-Hellenic states, were republics. 
Nevertheless, so completely rvere the feelings about kingship 
reversed among his contemporary Greeks, that he finds it 
difficult to enter into the voluntary obedience paid by his 
ancestors to their early heroic chiefs. He cannot explam 
to his own satisfaction how any one man should have been 
so much superior to the companions around him as to main- 
tain such immense personal ascendency: he suspects that 
in such small communities great merit was very rare, so that 
the chief had few competitors.’* Such remarks illustrate strongly 
the revolution which the Greek mind had undergone during 
the preceding centuries, in regard to the internal grounds of 
political submission. But the connecting Imk between the 
Homeric and the republican schemes of government is to 
‘be found in two adjuncts of the Homeric royalty, which are 
now to be mentioned — the Boulfi, or council of chiefs, and 
the agora, or general assembly of freemen. 

These two meetings, more or less frequently convoked, and 
interwoven with the earliest habits of the primitive Grecian 
communities, are exhibited in the monuments of the legendary 
age as opportunities for advising the king, and media for 
promulgating his intentions to the people, rather than as 
restraints upon his authority. Unquestionably they must 

1 Aristot. PoUt. 1. r, 7. 

* Kai Slit tout' firas ipaa'tXeSorro irp6rtpov, tri inriyiop ijp eSpeTp ivSpas 
Sieupipovras tear' kpvrijv, tiWas ri Koi rdre umphs oticovma viiXeu (Folit. 
iii. 10, 7) j also the same treatise, v. 8, 5, and v. 8, 22. 06 ylyoprai S’ frt 
jSairiXeTat vvv, &c. 

Aristotle handles monarchy bi less copiously than either oligarchy or 
democracy : the tenth and eleventh chapters of his third book, in which lie 
discusses it, are nevertheless very interesting to peruse. 

In the conception of Plato also, the Idngly ^vemment, if it is to work 
well, implies a breed superior to humanity to hold the sceptre (Legg. iv. 6 , 
p. 713). 

The Athenian dramatic poets (especaally Euripidls) often put into the 
months of their heroic characters popular sentiments adapted to the 
democratical atmosphere of Athens — ^vety different firom what we find in 
Hr Tn»» 
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have conduced in practice to the latter result as -well as to 
the former ] but this is not the light in which the Homeric 
poems describe them. The chiefs, kings, princes, or Gerontes 
— for the same word in Greek designates both an old man 
and a man of conspicuous rank and position — compose the 
council,^ in which, according to the representations in the 
Iliad, the resolutions of Agamemndn on the one side and of 
Hectdr on the other a[)pear uniformly to prevail. The harsh- 
ness and even contempt with which Hectbr treats respectful 
opposition from his ancient companion Polydamas — the de- 
sponding tone and conscious inferiority of the latter, and the 
unanimous assent which the former obtains, even when quite 
in the wrong — all this is clearly set forth in the poem : ® while 
in the Grecian camp we see Nestbr tendering his advice in 
the most submissive and delicate manner to Agamemnbn, 
to be adopted or rejected as “ the king of men ” might de- 
termine.® The council is a purely consultative body, assembled 
not with any power of peremptorily arresting mischievous 
resolves of the king, but solely for his information and guidance. 
He himself is the presiding (Boulephorus or) member* of 
council ; the rest, collectively as well as individually, are his 
subordinates. 

We proceed from the council to the agora. According to 
what seems the received custom, the king, after having talked 
over his intentions with the former, proceeds to announce them 
to the people. The heralds make the crowd sit down in order,® 
and enforce silence : any one of the chiefs or councillors — 


* BouAlli' irpHrov /ttyaSA/uiv T^e yep 6 iiTt»v (Hiad, ii. 53) : compare x. 
195-415. ''lAov, iraAaioS Simayepoyros (xi, 371). So also the modern 
words Seigneur, Sigtwre, from Senior; and the Arabic word SAaii. 

® Iliad, xviii. 313 — 

'Eicropi jiiv yap inAtnjtrav kokA u.ijniuvn,^ 
novAuSa/iam d* ip* ov ns, Sr covAV ^pa^ero /SovA^i'. 

Also xii. 313, where Folydamos says to Hectdr — 

cirel ouSr ptr oiii (otKS 

A^ov iipra mzptf iyoptvefiay, oitr’ gfI fiavi'H, 

OvTG itot' iv naKifty, abv ie eparor aliv ac^Giv. 

* Iliad, uc. 9S-IOI. 

* Iliad, vii. 126, n^Asui — 'EirSAbs iivpiuS 6 vuy $miXii^ 6 pPs ^S’ leyopTiriis. 

® Considerable stress seems to lie laid on the necessity that the people in 
the agora should sit down ^lliad, ii. 96) t a standing agora is a symptom of 
tumult or terror (Iliad, xviii. 246) ; an evening agom, to which men come 
elevated by wine, is also the forerunner of mischief (Odyss. iii. 138). 

Such evidences of regular formalities observed in the agora are not 
wilbinit ini 'reel. 
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but as it seems, no one else^ — is allowed to address them: the 
king first promulgates his intentions, which are then open to 
be commented upon by others. But in the Homeric agora no 
division of affirmative or negative voices ever takes place, nor 
is any formal resolution ever adopted. The nullity of positive 
function strikes us even more in the agora than in the council. 
It is an assembly for talk, communication and discussion to a 
certain extent by the chiefs, in presence of the people as 
listeners and sympathisers — often for eloquence, and sometimes 
for quarrel — but here its ostensible purposes end. 

The agora in Ithaka, in the second book of the Odyssey, 
is convened by the youthful Telemachus, at the instigation 
of Athens, not for the purpose of submitting any proposition, 
but in order to give formal and public notice to the suitors 
to desist from their iniquitous intrusion and pillage of his 
substance, and to absolve himself further, before gods and 
men, from all obligations towards them, if they refuse to 
comply. For the slaughter of the suitors, in all the security 
of the festive hall and banquet (which forms the catastrophe of 
the Odyssey), was a proceeding involving much that was shock- 
ing to Grecian feeling,® and therefore required to be preceded 
by such ample formalities, as would leave both the delinquents 
themselves without the shadow of excuse, and their surviving 
relatives without any claim to the customary satisfaction. 
For this special purpose Telemachus directs the heralds to 
summon an agora : but what seems most of all surprising 
is, that none had ever been summoned or held since the 
departure of Odysseus himself, an interval of twenty years. 
“No agora or session has taken place amongst us (says the 
grey-headed .^Egyptius who opens the proceedings) since 
Odysseus went on shipboard ; and now, who is be that has 
called us togetlier? what man, young or old, has felt such a 
strong neces.sity? Has he received intelligence from our 
absent warriors, or has he other public news to communicate? 
He is our good friend for doing this: whatever his projects 

^ Iliad, il too — 

«.*«.« «{irQ/ dihm 

Nitszcli (ad Odyss. ii. 14) controverts this .restriction of individual mani- 
festation to the chiefs : the view of O. Mllller (Hist. Dorians, b. iii. c. 3) 
appears to me more correct : such was also the opinion of Aristotie — 
Tolvw 'ApiiTTOT^Aij* tri t /Ay Siifios fiivov toS iicov<rai teipits ot Si 
Trft/iiyty ml roS vpSfot (Schol. Iliad, ix. 17) : compare the same statement 
in his Nikomachean Ethics, iii. S- 

* See Iliad, ix. 635 j Odyss. xi. 419. 
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may be, I pray Zeus to grant him success.”^ Telemachus, 
answering the appeal forthwith, proceeds to tell the assembled 
Ithakans that he has no public news to communicate, but that 
he has convoked them upon his own private necessities. Next 
he sets forth pathetically the wickedness of the suitors, calls 
upon them personally to desist and upon the people to restrain 
them, and concludes by solemnly warning them, that, being 
henceforward free from all obligation towards them, he will 
invoke the avenging aid of Zeus, so “ that they may be slain 
in the interior of his own house, without bringing upon him 
any subsequent penalty.” ® 

We are not of course to construe the Homeric description as 
anything more than an idial, approximating to actual reality. 
But allowing all that can be required for such a limitation, 
it exhibits tlie agora more as a special medium of publicity 
and intercommunication,* from the king to the body of the 
people, than as including any idea of responsibility on the part 
of the former or restraining force on the part of the latter, 
however such consequences may indirectly grow out of it. The 
primitive Grecian government is essentially monarchical, re- 
posing on personal feeling and divine right : the memorable 
dictum in the Iliad is borne out by all that we hear of the 
actual practice, — “The rule of many is not a good thing: 

■* Odyss. ii. 25-40. 

® Odyss. ii. 43, 77 , I 4 S— 

N4,rotvot Kw iirttra t6fi,av ivrovOtv 6\otir09i 

* A similar chaiacter is given of the public assemblies of the early 
Franks and Lombards (Ffeffel, Histoire du Droit Public en Alleniagne, 
t. i. p. x8 ; Sismondi, Hisloires des R^publiques Italiennes, t. i. c. 2, 

p. ji). 

Dionysius of Hahcarnassus (11. iz) pays rather too high a compliment to 
the moderation of the Gredan heroic kings. 

The kings at Rome, like the Grecian heroic kings, began with an ipxii 
iaimreiSwos ; the words of Fomponius (De Origine Juris, i. 2) would be 
perhaps more exactly applicable to the latter than to the former ; " Initio 
civitatis nostrre Fopulus sine certi lege, sine jure certo, primum agere 
insituit : omniaque manu a Regibns gutcmabantur.” Tacitus says (Ann, 
iii. 26), “Nobis Romulus, ut libitum, imperitaverat : dein Numa religioni- 
bns et divino jure populum devinxit, repertaque quiedam a Tullo et Auco ; 
sed prcecipuus Servius Tullius sanctor legum fuit, quis etiam Reges obtem- 
perarent." The appointment of a Dictator under the Republic was a 
reproduction, for a short and definite interval, of this old unbounded 
authority (Cicero, De Repub. ii. 32 ; Zonaros, Ann. vii. 13 ; Dionys. Ilal. 
T. 7 S)- 

See Rubino, Untersuchungen UberRomische Verfassung und Geschichte, 
Cassel, 1839, buch i. abschnitt 2, p. iiz-132; and Wachsmuth, Hellenische 
Alterthmnsknnde, i. sect. 18, p. 8l-gi. 
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let us have one ruler only — one king, — him to whom Zeus 
has given the sceptre and the tutelary sanctions.” ^ 

The second book of the Iliad, full as it is of beauty and 
vivacity, not only confirms our idea of the passive, recipient, 
and listening character of the agora, but even presents a 
repulsive picture of the degradation of the mass of the people 
brfore the chiefs. Agamemndn convokes the agora for the 
purpose of immediately arming the Grecian host, under a 
full impression that the gods have at last determined forthwith 
to crown his arms with complete victory. Such impression 
has been created by a special visit of Oneirus (the Dream-god), 
sent by Zeus during his sleep — being indeed an intenlionjil 
fraud on the part of Zeus, though Agamemndn does not suspect 
its deceitful character. At this precise moment, when he may 
be conceived to be more than usually anxious to get his army 
into the field and snatch the prize, an unaccountable fancy 
seizes him, that instead of inviting the troops to do what 
he really wishes, and encouraging their spirits for this one last 
effort, he will adopt a course directly contrary; he will try their 
courage by professing to believe that the siege had become 
desperate, and that there was no choice except to go on ship- 
board and flee. Announcing to Nestdr and Odysseus, in 
preliminary council, his intention to hold this strange language, 
he at the same time tells them that he relies upon them to 
oppose it and counterwork its effect upon the multitude.® The 
agora is presently assembled, and the king of men pours forth a 
speech full of dismay and despair, concluding by a distinct 
exhortation to all present to go aboard and return home at 
once. Immediately the whole army, chiefs as well as people, 
break up and proceed to execute his orders ; every one rushes 
off to get his ship afloat, except Odysseus, who looks on in 
mournful silence and astonishment. The army would have 
been quickly on its voyage home, had not the goddesses Hfirfi 
and Ath6n6 stimulated Odysseus to an instantaneous inter- 
ference. He hastens among the dispersing crowd and diverts 
them from their purpose of retreat ; to the chiefs he addresses 

^ Iliad, ii. 204. Agamemndn promises to make over to Achilles seven 
well-peopled cities, with a body of wealthy inhabitants (Iliad, ix. 153) j 
and Menelaus, if he could have induced Odysseus to quit Ithaka and settle 
near him in. Aigos, would have depopulated one of his neighbonring towns 
in order to make room for him (Odyss. iv. 176). 

Manso (Sparta i, r, p. 34) and Nitrach (ad Odyss. iy. 171) Me inclined 
to exdude these passages as spurious, — a proceeding, in my opinion, inad- 
missible, widiout more direct grounds than they are able to produce. 

s Iliad, ii. 74. tl/iwra S’ Sydiv fwiriv See, 
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flattering words, trying to shame them by gentle expostulation : 
but the people he visits with harsh reprimand and blows from 
his sceptre,^ thus driving them back to their seats in the 
agora. 

Amidst the dissatisfied crowd thus unwillingly brought back, 
the voice of ThersitSs is heard the longest and the loudest, — 
a man ugly, deformed, and unwarlike, but fluent in speech, 
and especially severe and unsparing in his censure of the chiefs, 
Agamemndn, Achilles, and Odysseus. Upon this occasion, 
he addresses to the people a speech denouncing Agamemndn 
for selfish and greedy exaction generally, but particularly for 
his recent ill-treatment of Achilles — and he endeavours more- 
over to induce them to persist in their scheme of departure. 
In reply, Odysseus not only rebukes Thersitds sharply for his 
impudence in abusing the commander in chief, but threatens 
that if ever such behaviour is repeated, he will strip him naked, 
and thrash him out of the assembly with disgraceful blows ; 
as an earnest of which he administers to him at once a smart 
stroke with the studded sceptre, imprinting its painful mark 
in a bloody weal across his back. Thersitfis, terrified and 
subdued, sits down weeping, while the surrounding crowd 
deride him, and express the warmest approbation of Odysseus 
for having thus by force put the reviler to silence.® 

Botli Odysseus and Nestdr then address the agora, sympa- 
thising with Agamemnhn for the shame which the retreat of 
the Greeks is about to inflict upon him, and urging emphatically 
upon every one present the obligation of persevering until the 
siege shall be successfully consummated. Neither of them 
animadverts at all upon Agamemndn, either for his conduct 
towards Achilles, or for his childish freak of trying the temper 
of the army.® 

There cannot be a clearer indication than this description — 
so graphic in the original poem — of the true character of the 
Homeric agora. The multitude who compose it are listening 

1 Iliad, ii. 1SS-196 — 

'OvTiva (ijv Kot Hoxo* ivSpa uxav, 

dyavor^ itrievviv napaerras . . . 

d’ ai r avSpa tSptf fioowra t' 

TSy VKiwTp’f (Aimm€r, opoiAiltmirKi Tn pvSig, &c. 

® Iliad, ii. 313-277. 

* Iliad, ii. 284-340. Nor does Thersitfe, in his criminatory speech 
against Agamemndn, touch in any way upon liU anomalous point, though 
in the circumstances under which his s|}eech is made, it would seem to be 
of all others the most natural — and the sharpest thnist against the com- 
mander-in-chief. 
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and acquiescent, not often hesitating, and never refractory^ 
to the chief. The fate which awaits a presumptuous critic, even 
where his virulent reproaches are substantially well-founded, 
is plainly set forth in the treatment of Thersites ; while the 
unpopularity of such a character is attested even more by the 
excessive pains which Homer takes to heap upon him repulsive 
personal deformities, than by the chastisement of Odysseus 
— he is lame, bald, crook-backed, of misshapen head and 
squinting vision. 

But we cease to wonder at the submissive character of the 
agora, when we read the proceedings of Odysseus towards the 
people^ themselves,— his fine words and flattery addressed to 
the chiefs, and his contemptuous reproof and manual violence 
towards the common men, at a moment when both were doing 
exactly the same thing, — fulfilling tire express bidding of 
Agamemndn, upon whom Odysseus does not offer a single 
comment. This scene, which excited a sentiment of strong 
displeasure among the democrats of historical Athens,® affords 
a proof that the feeling of personal dignity, of which philosophic 
observers in Greece — Herodotus, Xenophdn, Hippokratfis, and 
Aristotle — boasted, as distinguishing the free Greek citizen 
from the slavish Asiatic, was j’Ct undeveloped in the time 
of Homer.® The ancient epic is commonly so filled with the 
personal adventures of the chiefs, and the people are so con- 
stantly depicted as simple appendages attached to them, that 
we rarely obtain a glimpse of the treatment of the one apart 
from the other, such as this memorable Homeric agora affords. 

There remains one other point of view in wliich we are to 
regard the agora of primitive Greece — as the scene in which 
justice was administered. The king is spoken of as constituted 
by Zeus the great judge of society. He has received from 
Zeus the sceptre and along with it die powers of command and 
sanction : the people obey these commands and enforce these 
sanctions, under him, enriching him at the same time with 
lucrative presents and payments.* Sometimes the king sepa- 

' See this illustrated in the language of ThSseiis, Eurip. Supplic. 
349 - 352 — 

ASTm Si v4Ak wdtrff TaSa* 

Adtn S‘, ifitov Si\ovTor oAAa toC ASyov 

ITpotrSovs, txpifh' dv tvittvftrrtpov* 

® Xenophfin, Memorah. I 3 , 9. 

• Aristot. Polit. vii, 6, 1 ; HippoenU. De ASre, Loc. et Aq. v. 85-86 j 
Heiodot. vii. 134. 

^ The m^terpov, Sifuarts or St/us, and ifyopii go tc^ther, under the pre- 
siding sujferintendence of the gods. The goddess Themis hoth convokes 
and disnusses the aimta (see Iliad, xi. 806 ; Odyss, ii. 67 ; Iliad, xx. 4). 
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rately, sometimes the kings or chiefs or Gerontes in the plural 
number, are named as deciding disputes and awarding satisfac- 
tion to complainants ; always however in public, in the midst of 
the assembled agora.^ In one of the compartments of the 
shield of Achilles, the details of a judicial scene are described. 
While the agora is full of an eager and excited crowd, two men 
are disputing about the fine of satisfaction for the death of a 
murdered man — one averring, the other denying, that the fine 
had already been paid, and both demanding an inquest. The 
Gerontes are ranged on stone seats,® in the holy circle, with two 
talents of gold lying before them, to be awarded to such of the 
litigants as shall make out his case to their satisfaction. The 
heralds with their sceptres, repressing the warm sympathies of 
the crowd in favour of one or other of the parties, secure an 
alternate hearing to both.* This interesting picture completely 
harmonises with the brief allusion of Hesiod to the judicial 
trial — doubtless a real trial — betrveen himself and his brother 
Persfis. The two brothers disputed about their paternal in- 
heritance, and the cause was carried to be tried by the chiefs in 
agora ; but Pers€s bribed them, and obtained an unjust verdict 
for the whole.^ So at least Hesiod affirms, in the bitterness of 
his heart ; earnestly exhorting his brother not to waste a precious 
time, required for necessary labours, in the unprofitable occupa- 

The Si/itirTts, commandments, and sanctions, belong properly to Zeus 
(Odyss. xvi. 403) j from him they are given in charge to earthly Idngs along 
with the sceptre (Iliad, i. 238 ; ii. 206}. 

The commentators on Homer recognised Bi/us, rather too strictly, as 
iyopas fcal / 3 av\ns see Eustath. ad Odyss, xvi. 403). 

The presents and the Xiwapal SejuicrTes (Iliad, ix. 156). 

* Hesiod, The^on. 85 ; the single person judging seems to be men- 
tioned (Odyss. xii. 439). 

It deserves to be noticed that in Sparta the senate decided accusations 
of homicide (Aristot. Polit iii. i, 7) ; in historical Athens the senate of 
Areiopagus originally did the same, and retained, even when its powers 
were much abridged, the trial of accusations of intentional homiciw and 
wounding. 

Respecting the judicial functions of the early Roman kings, Dionys. Hal, 
A. R. X. I. Th /ilv ipx.^Toy of itp* airuv fraTTOv rots 5to/i4pots 

rii Sticas, icol ri SixaiaSiy fiiri iitflvwy, toCto v6pto! !jy (compare iv. 23 ; 
and Cicero, Kepublic. v. a j Ruhino, Untersucliungen, i. 2, p. 122), 

* Iliad, xviii. 504 — 

ql fif yipwrn 

Etar’ <fri ffovottri \fSotr, frp$ ivX kiSk^, 

Several of the old northern Sagas represent the old men assembled for the 
purpose of judging as sitting on great stones in a circle called the Urtheils- 
ring or Geridntsring (Leithrden der Nordischen Alterthlimer, p. 31, 
Copenhag. 1837). 

* Homer, Iliad, xviii. 497-310. « Hesiod, 0 pp. Di. 37, 
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tion of witnessing and abetting litigants in the agora — for which 
(he adds) no man has proper leisure, unless his subsistence for 
the year beforehand be safely treasured up in his garners.* He 
repeats more than once his complaints of the crooked and cor- 
rupt judgements of which the kings were habitually guilty j dwell- 
ing upon abuse of justice as the crying evil of his day, and 
predicting as well as invoking the vengeance of Zeus to repress 
it. And Homer ascribes the tremendous violence of the 
autumnal storms to the wrath of Zeus against those judges who 
disgrace the agora with their wicked verdicts.® 

Though it is certain that in every state of society, the feelings 
of men when assembled in multitude will command a certain 
measure of attention, yet we thus find the agora, in judicial 
matters still more than in political, serving merely the purpose 
of publicity. It is the king who is the grand personal mover 
of Grecian heroic society.® He is on earth the equivalent of 
Zeus in the agora of the gods ; the supreme god of Olympus is 
in the habit of carrying on his government with frequent pub- 
licity, of hearing some dissentient opinions, and of allowing him- 
self occasionally to be wheedled by Aphrodit6 or worried into 
compliance by HSrS •, but his determination is at last conclusive, 
subject only to the overruling interference of the Moeras or 
Fates.'* Both the society of gods, and the various societies of 
men, are, according to the conceptions of Grecian legend, carried 
on by the personal rule of a legitimate sovereign, who does not 
derive his title from the spet^ appointment of his subjects, 
though he governs iivith their full consent. In fact, Grecian 
legend presents to us hardly anything else, except these great 
individual personalities. The race, or nation, is as it were ab- 
sorbed into the prince : eponymous persons, especially, are not 
merely princes, but fathers and representative unities, each the 
equiv^ent of that greater or less aggregate to which he gives 
name. 

But though in the primitive Grecian government, the king is 
the legitimate as well as the real sovereign, he is always con- 
ceived as acting through the council and agora. Both the one 
and the other are established and essential media through which 
his ascendency is brought to bear upon the society ; the ab- 
sence of such assemblies is the test and mark of savage men, 

' Hesiod, Opp. Di. a7-33- 

® Hesiod, Opp. DL 250-263 ; Homer, Iliad, xvi, 3S7. 

* Tittmann (Darstellung det Griechischen Staatsverfassungea, book ii. 
p, 63) gives too loily an idea, in my judgement, of the condition and func- 
tions of the Homenc agora. 

* Iliad, i. 520-527 ; iv. 14-56 ; especially the agora of the gods (xx. l6j. 

vnr IT o 
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as in the case of the Cycl6pes.^ Accordingly he must possess 
qualities fit to act with effect upon these two assemblies : wise 
reason for the coimcil, unctuous eloquence for the agora.® 
Such is the idial of the heroic government : a king not merely 
full of valour and resource as a soldier, but also sufficiently 
superior to those around him to ensure both the deliberate 
concurrence of the chiefs, and the hearty adhesion of the 
masses.® That this picture is not, in all individual cases, 
realised, is unquestionable ; but the endowments so often pre- 
dicated of good kings show it to have been the type present 
to the mind of the describer.* Xenophdn, in his Cyropsedia, de- 
picts Cyrus as an improved edition of the Homeric Agaraem- 
ndn, — “ a good king and a powerful soldier,” thus idealising 
the perfection of personal government. 

It is important to point out these fundamental conceptions 
of government, discernible even before the dawn of Grecian 
history, and identified with the social life of the people. It 
shows us that the Greeks, in their subsequent revolutions and 
in the political experiments which their countless autonomous 
communities presented, worked upon pre-existing materials-' 
developing and exalting elements which had been at first sub- 
ordinate, and suppressing or remodelling on a totally new 

* Odyss. ix. 114— 

Toicriv jS* (the CyclOpes) ovt^ ayopal /Sov^ij^poii ovre Binimes, 

'AXX' oiy in^hlav b^iav vaiovirt kA^vol 
'Eir tmiarvi yA^vpoMft' OtfUffTtiStt tKaorot 
oAoxuv* ovS* 

These lines illustrate the meaning of 84nts. 

* See this point set forth in the prolix discourse of Arisleides, ncfil 
‘PvroptKijs (Or. xlv. vol. ii. p. 99) : 'HrloSos .... tuM irrixprs 'Op.'lipcp 
Kiyav . , , . 8ti T« ^ (ItiTopiK^ <r 6 »idpi>s rris jSoiriXitt^i, &c. 

® JV/eus, king of the Myrmidons, is called (Iliad, vii. 126) 'Eirtfais 
VtvpiuSinuy fiovKrifdpas ^S' hyapirriis — DiomecleSf iyufm Si t' afieivoi (iv. 
400) — NesiBr, aiyhi nuxiaii' tLyopif^s — Sar^dSn, AvKlav 0m\riipip€ (v. 
633) ; and Idamenetis, KpitrUr PovKii^ipt (xiii. 219). 

Hesiod (Theogon. 80-96} illustrates still more amply the idAil of the 
king governing By persuasion and inspired by the Muses. 

* See the striking picture in Thucydidds (ii. 65). Xenoph6n, in the 
Oyropeedia, puts into the mouth of bis hero the Homeric comparison 
between the good king and the good shepherd, implying os it does immense 
saperioriw of organisation, morality, and intelligence (Cyropted. viii. 
p. 450, Hutchinson). 

Volney observes respecting the emirs of the Druses in Syria — "Every- 
thing depends on circumstances : if the governor be a man of ability, be is 
absolute ; — if weak, he is a cipher. This proceeds from the want of fixed 
laws i a want common to all Asia.” (Tmvels in Egypt and Syria, vol. ii. 
p. 66.) Such was pretty much the condition of the king in primitive 
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principle, that which had been originally predominant. When 
we approach historical Greece, we find that (with the exception 
of Sparta) the primitive, hereditary, unresponsible monarch, 
uniting in himself all the functions of government, has ceased 
to reign — ^while the feeling of legitimacy, which originally in- 
duced his people to obey him willingly, has been exchanged for 
one of aversion towards the character and title generally. The 
multifarious functions which he once exercised have been 
parcelled out among temporary nominees. On the other 
hand, the council or senate, and the agora, originally simple 
media through which the king acted, are elevated into standing 
and independent sources of authority, controlling and holding 
in responsibility the various special officers to whom executive 
duties of one kind or another are confided. The general prin- 
ciple here indicated is common both to the oligarchies and the 
democracies which grew up in historical Greece. Much as 
these two governments differed from each other, and many as 
were the varieties even between one oligarchy or democracy and 
another, they all stood in equal contrast with the principle of 
the heroic government Even in Sparta, where the hereditary 
kingship lasted, it was preserved with lustre and influence ex- 
ceedingly diminished,^ and such timely diminution of its power 
seems to have been one of the essentiM conditions of its preser- 
vation.® Though the Spartan kings had the hereditary com- 
mand of the military forces, yet even in all foreign expeditions 
they habitually acted in obedience to orders from home ; while 
in affairs of the interior, the superior power of the Ephors 
sensibly overshadowed them. So that unless possessed of more 
than ordinary force of character, they seem to have exercised 
their chief influence as presiding members of the senate. 

There is yet another point of view in which it behoves us to 
take notice of the council and the agora as integral portions 
of the legendary government of the Grecian communities. We 

^ Nevertheless the qaeslion put by Leotychides to the depo<!ed Spartan 
king Demaratus— dKotei' rt etfl vi Spx*'*' rh 0 a<ri\eitu> (Herodot. vi. 

67), and the poignant insult which those words conveyed, aflbrd one among 
many other evidences of the lofty estimate current in Sparta respecting the 
regal dignity, of which Aristotle in the FoliUca seems hardly to take 
sufficient account. 

® O. Muller (Hist. Dorians, book iiL i. 3) affirms that the fundamental 
features of the heroic royalty were munt^ned in the Dorian states, and 
obliterated only in the Ionian and democratical. In this point he has been 
followed by various other authors (see Helbig, Die Sitthch. Zusliinde des 
Heldenalters, p. 73), but his position appears to me not correct, even as 
regards Sparta; and deddedly incorrect, in regard to the other Dorian 
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are thus enabled to trace the employment of public speaking, 
as the standing engine of government, and the proximate cause 
of obedience, to the social infancy of the nation. The power of 
speech in the direction of public affairs becomes more and 
more obvious, developed and irresistible, as we advance towards 
the culminating period of Grecian history, the century preceding 
the battle of Chaeroneia. That its development was greatest 
among the most enlightened sections of the Grecian name, and 
smallest among the more obtuse and stationary, is matter of 
notorious fact j and it is not less true, that the prevalence of this 
habit was one of the chief causes of the intellectual eminence of 
the nation generally. At a time when all the countries around 
were plunged comparatively in menial torpor, there was no 
motive sufficiently present and powerful to multiply so wonder- 
fully the productive minds of Greece, except such as arose from 
the rewards of public speaking. The susceptibility of the 
multitude to this sort of guidance, their habit of requiring and 
enjoying the stimulus which it supplied, and the open discussion, 
combining regular forms with free opposition, of practical 
matters political as well as judicial — are the creative causes 
which formed such conspicuous adepts in the art of persuasion. 
Nor was it only professed orators who were thus produced ; 
didactic aptitude was formed in the background, and the specu- 
lative tendencies were supplied with interesting pheenomena for 
observation and combination, at a time when the truths of 
physical science were almost inaccessible. If the primary effect 
was to quicken the powers of expression, the secondary, but not 
less certain result, was to develope the habits of scientific 
thought. Not only the oratory of Demosthenfis and Perikles, 
and the colloquial magic of Socrates, but also the philosophical 
speculations of Plato, and the systematic politics, rhetoric and 
logic of Aristotle, are traceable to the same general tendencies 
in the minds of the Grecian people. We find the germ of these 
expansive forces in the senate and agora of their legendary 
government. The poets, first epic and then lyric, were the 
precursors of the orators in their power of moving the feelings 
of an assembled crowd ; whilst the Homeric poems — die general 
training-book of educated Greeks —constituted a treasury of 
direct and animated expression, full of concrete forms and rare 
in the use of abstractions, and thence better suited to the work- 
ings of oratory. The subsequent critics had no difficulty in 
selecting from the Iliad and Odyssey samples of eloquence in 
all its pl^es and varieties. 

On the whole, then, the sodety depicted in the old Greek 
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poems is loose and unsettled, presenting very little of legal 
restraint, and still less of legal protection — but concentrating 
such political power as does exist in the hands of a legitimate 
hereditary king, whose ascendency over the other chiefs is more 
or less complete according to his personal force and character. 
IVhether that ascendency be greater or less however, the mass 
of the people is in either case politically passive, and of little 
account. Though the Grecian freeman of the heroic age is 
above the degraded level of the Gallic flebs as described by 
Caisar,^ he is far from rivalling the fierce independence and sense 
of dignity combined with individual force, which characterise 
the Germanic tribes before their establishment in the Roman 
empire. Still less does his condition, or the society in which he 
moves, correspond to those pleasing dreams of spontaneous 
rectitude and innocence, in which Tacitus and Seneca indulge 
with regard to primitive man.** 

3 . The state of moral and social feeling, prevalent in legendary 
Greece, exhibits a scene in harmony with the rudimentary 
political fabrics just described. Throughout the long stream 
of legendary narrative on which tire Greeks looked back as 
their past history, the larger social motives hardly ever come 
into play : either individual valour and cruelty, or the personal 
attachments and quarrels of relatives and war-companions, or 
the feuds of private enemies, are ever before us. There is no 
sense of obligation then existing, between man and man as 
such — and very little between each nian and the entire com- 
munity of which he is a member; such sentiments are neither 
operative in the real world, nor present to the imaginations of 
the poets. Personal feelings, either towards the gods, the king, 
or some near and known individual, fill the whole of a man's 
bosom : out of them arise all the motives to beneficence, pd 
all the internal restraints upon violence, antipathy, or rapacity : 
and special communion, as well as special solemnities, are 
essential to their existence. The ceremony of an oath, so 
imposing, so paramount, and so indispensable in those diays, 

^ CsBsar, Bell. Gallic, ri. T3. 

s Seneca, Epist xc, ; Tacitus, Annal. ill. 26. “ Vetnsdssimi mortaliom 
(says the latter^ nulld adhuc maid libldine, sine probro, sceleie, eoqne sine 
pcend out coSreitiune, agebant; neque prasmiU opus crat, cum honesta 
suopte ingenio peterenlur j et ubi nihil contra morein cupeient, nihil per 
metum vetabantur. At postquam exui ssqualitas, et pro modestid et pudoie 
amhitio et vis incedebat, provendre dominationes, mnltosque apud populos 
ietemum mansere,” &c. Compare Strabo, vii. p, 301. 

These are the same fancies so eloquently set forth 1 ^ Rousseau in the 
last centuty. A far more sagacious critidsm pervades the preface of 
Thucydidds. 
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illustrates strikingly this principle. And even in the case of 
the stranger suppliant — in which an apparently spontaneous 
sympathy manifests itself — the succour and kindness shown to 
him arise mainly from his having gone through the consecrated 
formalities of supplication, such as that of sitting down in the 
ashes by the sacred hearth, thus obtaining a sort of privilege of 
sanctuary.^ That ceremony exalts him into something more 

^ Seuthfs, in the Anabasis of Xcnoph6n (vii. 2, 33), describes how, when 
an orphan youth, he formally supplicated Medokos the Thracian king to 
grant him a troop of followers, m order that he might recover his lost 
dominions — iKoSeCi/triv ivSi<l>pias airip ixtTTis daOt/al fiot &vSpas. 

Thucydides gives an interesting description of the arnval of the exile 
Themistokles, then warmly pursued by the Greeks on suspicion of treason, 
at the house of Admetus, king of the Epirotic Moiossians. The wife of 
Admctus herself instructed the fugitive how to supplicate her husband in 
form ; the child of Admdtus was placed in his arms, and he was directed 
to sit down in this guise close by the consecrated hearth, which was of the 
nature of an altar. While so seated, he addressed his urgent entreaties to 
Admctus fur' protection : the latter raised him up from the ground and 
promised what was asked. “That (says the historian) was the most 
powerful form of supplication.” Admfitus — Imoiras Mtmttrl re atnhv fierk 
toB «auToS vUor, &irvep nal txav airiv iKaB4(tT0, Ka\ /tiyurroy 

TouTo (Thuc. i. 136). So Tfilephus, in the lost drama of jEschylus 
called Mutro), takes up the child Orestes. See Bothe’s Fmgm. 44 : Sebol, 
Aristoph. Ach. 305. 

In the Odyssey, Iralh Nausikaa and the goddess Athdnd instruct Odysseus 
in the proper form of supplicating Alkinous : he first throws himself down 
at the teec of queen Ar£te, embracing her knees and addressing to her bis 
prayer, and then without waiting for a reply, sits down amon^ the ashes on 
the hearth — tlvky, kot" £p’ efer' iw' 4a-xipp iv Koi'lpo’i — Alkinous is dining 
with a large compaiw : for some time both he and tlie guests are silent ; at 
length the ancient Echeneus remonstrates with him on his tardiness in 
raising the stranger up from the ashes. At bis exhortation, the Phmakian 
king takes Odyssens by the hand, and raising him up, places him on a chair 
beside him : he then directs the heralds to mix a bowl of wine, and to serve 
it to every one round, in order that all may make libations to Zeus 
Hiketdsios. This ceremony clothes the stranger with the full rights and 
character of a suppliant (Odyss. vL 310; vii. 75, 141, 166): Kcerk vB/tovs 
i^tKr6pav, iEschyl. Supplic. 242. 

That the form counted for a great deal, we see evidently marked : but 
of conrae supplication is often addressed, and successfully addressed, in cir> 
cumslances where this form cannot be gone through. 

It is difficult to accept the doctrine of Eustathius (ad Odyss. xvi. 424), 
that Uiriis is a vox media (like (eToos), applied as well to the iKeraS6icas 
as to the iKerijs properly so called : but the word iW-f)\otira/, in the 
p^age just cited, does seem to justify his observation : yet there is no 
direct authority for such use of the word in Homer. 

The address of Theoclymenos on first preferring his supplication to 
Telemachus is characteristic, of the practice (Odyss. xv. 260} ; compare also 
Hiad, xvi. 574, and Hesiod. Scut. Hercul. 12-85. 

The idea of the ^eivm and the inirris run very much together. I 
can hardly persuade myself that the teadinp {icfrevire (Odyss. xi. 520) is 
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than a mere suffering man — places him in express fellowship 
w'ith the inaster of the house, under the tutelary sanctions 
of Zeus Hiketgsios. There is great difference between one 
form of supplication and another : the suppliant however in 
any form becomes more or less the object of a particular 
sympathy. 

The sense of obligation towards the gods manifests itself 
separately in habitual acts of worship, sacrifice, and libations, 
or by votive presents, such as that of the hair of Achilles, which 
he has pledged to the river-god Spercheius,^ and such as the 
constant dedicated offerings, which men who stand in urgent 
need of the divine aid first promise and afterwards fulfil. But 
the feeling towards the gods also appears, and that not less 
frequently, as mingling itself with and enforcing obligations 
towards some particular human person. The tie which binds a 
man to his father, his kinsman, his guest, or any special 
promise towards whom he has taken the engagement of an 
oath, is conceived in conjunction with the idea of Zeus, as 
witness and guarantee j and the intimacy of the association is 
attested by some surname or special appellation of the god." 
Such personal feelings composed all the moral influences of 
which a Greek of that day was susceptible, — a state of mind 
which we can best appreciate by contrasting it with that of the 
subsequent citizen of historical Athens. In the view of the 
latter, the great impersonal authority called “The Laws ” stood 
out separately both as guide and sanction, distinct from religious 
duty or private sympathies ; but of this discriminated conception 
of positive law and positive morality,® the germ only can be 
detected in , the Homeric poems. The appropriate Greek word 

truly Homeric : implying as it does the idea of a pitiable sufiercr, it is 
altogether out of place when predicated of the proud and impetuous Heopto- 
lemus : we should rather have expected iKe\(viTt. (See Odyss, x. 15.) 

The constraining efficacy of special formalities of supplication, among the 
Scythian-s, is powerfully set forth in the Toxaris of Lucian : the swpliant 
sits upon an ox-hide, with his hands confined behind him (Lucian, Toxaris, 
c. 48, vol. iii. p. 69, Tauch.) — the iixyltmi iKenipla among that people. 

1 Iliad, xxiii. 142. 

® Odyss. xiv. 389 — 

04 yip TouwK* eyd ^ olfi^ovofMU, oWe 
*AM4 ACa. iinov BeCans, aBrbv S’ fXeaipup* 

* NSgelsbach (Homerische Theologie, Abschn. v. s. 23) gives a just and 
well-sustained view of the Homeric ethics: “Es ist der (marakteristische 
Standpunkt dei Homerischen Ethik, dass die SphSren des Rechls, der 
Siltlicmkeit, und ReligiositSt, beydemOichter, durchaus noch nicht ausein- 
ander fallen, so dass der Mensch z. B. St/caioi seyn konnte ohne Oeavd^t 
zu seyn — sondern in unentwickeller Einheit beysammen sind.” 
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for human laws never occurs. Amidst a very wavering phrase- 
ology,^ we can detect a gradual transition from the primitive 
idea of a personal goddess Themis, attached to Zeus, first to 
his sentences or orders called Themistes, and next by a 
still further remove to various established customs, which 
those sentences were believed to sanctify — the authority of 
religion and that of custom coalescing into one indivisible 
obligation. 

The family relations, as we might expect, are set forth in our 
pictures of the legendary world as the grand sources of lasting 
union and devoted attachment. The paternal authority is 
highly reverenced: the son who lives to years of maturity, 
repays by affection to his parents the charge of his maintenance 
in infancy, which the language notes by a special word; whilst, 
on the other hand, the Erinnys, who.se avenging hand is put in 

' Nif/toi, laais, is not an Homeric word; i/ifuis, law, in the singular 
occurs twice in the Ilesiodic Works and Days (276, 388). 

The employment of the words Skv, Siicat, Bt/us, Bifuares, in Homer, is 
curious as illustrating the early moral associations, but would require far 
more space than can be given to it in a note ; we see that the sense of each 
of these words was essentially fluctuating. Themis, in Homer, is some- 
times decidedly a person, who exercises tlie important function of opening 
and closing the agora, both of gods and men (Iliad, xx. 4 ; Udyss. li. 68), 
and who, besides that, acts and speaks (Iliad, xiv. 87-93) 1 always the 
associate and companion of Zeus the highest god. In Hesiod (Theog. 901) 
she is the wife of Zeus : in ilEschylas (Prometh. 209) she is the same as 
Tma ! even in Plato (Legg. xi. p. 936) witnesses swear (to want of 
knowledge of matters under inquest) by Zeus, Apollo, and Themis. 
Themis as a person is probably the oldest sense of the word : then we have 
the plural Bi/uares (connected with the verb rlSr/fu, like Ber/sis and 
re$iiis), which are (not persons, but) special appurtenances or emana- 
tions of the Supreme God, or of a king acting under him, analogous to and 
joined with the sceptre. The sceptre, and the Biiumts or the Stxat con- 
stantly go together (Iliad, ii. 209 ; ix. 99) : Zeus or the king is a judge, not 
a law-maker ; he issues decrees or special orders to settle partiailar dis- 
putes, or to restrain particular men ; and agreeable to the concrete forms of 
ancient language, the decrees are treated as if they were a collection of 
ready-made substantive things, actually in his possession, like the sceptre, 
and prepared for being delivered out when the proper occasion arose ; — 
StjcatrmlXai, olrt Bi/utrras Uphs ^ihs etpiarai (II. i. 238), compared with the 
two passages last cited : — ’'A^pam rovrov kotpres, is aSra/a o?8< BipuiSTa 
(II. V. 761),-— "Aypiuv, oBt* SIkoi «5 eiSSra oBre Bipaaras (Odyss. ix, 215). 
The piuial number Sirai is more commonly used in Plomer than the 
singular : Sixn is rarely used to denote Justice as an abstract conception ; 
it more often denotes a special claim of right on tbe part of some given 
man ( 11 . xviii. 50S). It sometimes also denotes, simply, established custom 
or the known lot — S/iHay SiKii, •ytpivrap. Map JBatriX'iap, BeUp (see 
Damm’s Lexicon ad voe.); Bfpus is used in the same manner. 

See upon this matter. Plainer, De Notione Juris ap. Homerum, p. 81 ; 
and O. Mliller, Prolevir. Mythol. p. 121. 
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motion by the curse of a father or mother, is an object of deep 
dread.^ 

In regard to marriage, we find the wife occupying a station 
of great dignity and influence, though it was the practice for 
the husband to purchase her by valuable presents to her 
parents, — a practice extensively prevalent among early com- 
munities, and treated by Aristotle as an evidence of barbarism. 
She even seems to live less secluded and to enjoy a wider 
sphere of action than was allotted to her in historical Greece.® 
Concubines are frequent with the chiefs, and occasionally the 
jealousy of the wife breaks out in reckless excess against her 
husband, as may be seen in the tragical history of Phoenix. 
The continence of LaertSs, from fear of displeasing his wife 
Antikleia, is especially noticed.® A large portion of the 
romantic interest which Grecian legend inspires is derived 
from the women : Penelope, Andromache, Helen, Klytsem- 
nSstra, Eriphyie, lokasta, He^be, &c., all stand in the fore- 


* 0681 TOKfSiri Qp^irrpa tjtlXais iviSuiie (H. iv. 477) : Spimpa or 
Bptmrhfta (compare II. ix. 454 ; Odyss. ii. 134 ; Hesiod, 0 pp. Di. 186). 

“ Ari.stot. Polit. ii. 5, il. The sSva, or pre.sent given by the suitor 
to the father as an inducement to grant his daughter in marriage, are 
spoken of as very valuable , — impeUrta eSm (II. id. 244 ; xvi. 178 j 
xxii. 472) ! to grant a daughter withont fSra was high compliment to 
the intended son-in-law (H. ix. 14! ; compare xiii. 306}. Among the 
ancient Germans of Tacitus, the husl^nd gave presents, not to his wife’s 
father, but to herself (Tacit. Germ. c. 18) : the customs of the early Jews 
were in this respect completely Homeric ; see the case of Shedrem and 
Dinah (Genesis xxxiv. 12) and others, &c. ; also Mr. Gatlin’s Letters on 
the North American Indians, vol. i Lett. 26, p. 213. 

The Greek SSvo correspond exactly to the mtmdium of the Lombard 
and Alemannic laws, which is thus explnined by hlr. Price (Notes on the 
Laws of King Ethelbert, in the Ancient Laws and Institutes of England, 
translated and published by Mr. Thorpe, vol. i. p. 20) : " The Loi^- 
bardic taw is the most copious of all the barbaric codes in its provisions 
respecting marriage, and particularly so on the subject of the Mund. From 
that law It appears that the Mundium was a sum paid over to the family 
of the bride, for transferring the tutelage which thqr possessed over her to 
the family of the husband, — ‘ Si quis pro muliere libera aut pnellS mundium 
dederit et ei tradita fuerit od uxorem,’ See. (ed. Kotbai^ c. 183}. In the 
same sense in which the term occurs in th^e dooms, it is also to be met 
with in the Alemannic lawi it was also common in Denmark and in 
Sweden, where the bride was called a mnnd-honght or mund-given 


woman.’ 

According to the 77th Law of King Ethelbert (p. 23), this muiid was 
often paid in cattle : the Saxon daughters were vapBivoi (Iliad, 

xvili. S93). . . „ . 

“ Odyss. i. 430 ; Iliad, ix. 450 j see also Terpstra, Antiquitas Homenca, 
capp. 17 and 18. _ - 

Polygamy appears to be ascribed to Priam, but to no one else (Iliad, xxi. 

88 ). 
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ground of the picture, either from their virtues, their beauty, 
their crimes, or their sufferings. 

Not only brothers, but also cousins, and the more distant 
blood-relations and clansmen, appear connected together by a 
strong feeling of attachment, sharing among them universally the 
obligation of mutual self-defence and revenge, in the event of 
injury to any individual of the race. The legitimate brothers 
divide between them by lot the paternal inheritance, — a bastard 
brother receiving only a small share ; he is however commonly 
very well treated,^ though the murder of Phokus by Telamon 
and Peleus constitutes a flagrant exception. The furtive preg- 
nancy of young women, often by a god, is one of the most 
frequently recurring incidents in the legendary narratives ; and 
the severity with which such a fact, when discovered, is visited 
by the father, is generally extreme. As an extension of the 
family connexion, we read of larger unions called the phratry 
and the tribe, which are respectfully, but not frequently 
mentioned.® 

The generous readiness with which hospitality is afforded to 
the stranger who asks for it,® the facility with which he is 
allowed to contract the peculiar connexion of guest with his 
host, and the permanence with which that connexion, when 
created by partaking of the same food and exchanging presents, 
is maintained even through a long period of separation, and 
even transmitted from father to son — these are among the 
most captivating features of the heroic society. The Homeric 
chief welcomes the stranger who comes to ask shelter in his 

^ Odyss. xiv. 202-215 ! compare Iliad, xi. 102. The primitive German 
law of succession divided the paternal inheritance among the sons of a de- 
ceased father, under the implied obligation to maintain and portion out 
their sisters (Eichhorn, Deutsches Primt-Reeht. sect. 330). 

® Iliad, it. 362 — 

'A^fi^rup, dSwurrovj opeoTids^evriv sntroc, 

*0s voAefjiov cpoLrai, &C. (11. ix. 63.) 

These three epithets include the three dilTerenl classes of personal 
sympathy and obligation : — l. The Phratry, in which a man is connected 
with father, mother, brothers, consins, biothers-in-law, clansmen, &c. ; 
2. the ef/uo-rei, whereby he is connected with his fellow-men who visit 
the same agora ; 3. his Hestia or Hearth, whereby be becomes accessible 
to the Jetxor and the Ixirijs — 

T(> S' J06vtr«tts itipor b$v xai abxtuoy ryxo9 efiuxev, 

‘Apx^v fnvovvi/ijr irpovKiiStos' wSi rpavtfy 
TnSnjv aWijAoiv, (Odyss xxi. 34 ) 

® It must be mentioned, however, that when a chief received a stranger 
and made presents to him, he reimbursed to himself the value of Qie 
presents by collections among the people (Odyss. xiii, 14 ; xix. 197} : 
ipyoKiov yip Sea rpoiubs xoi’lo'adfial, says Allcinous. 
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house, first gives him refreshment, and then inquires his name 
and the purpose of his voyage.^ Though not inclined to invite 
strangers to his house, he cannot repel them when they spon- 
taneously enter it craving a lodging.® The suppliant is also 
commonly a stranger, but a stranger under peculiar circum- 
stances ; who proclaims his 05vn calamitous and abject con- 
dition, and seeks to place himself in a relation to the chief 
whom he solicits something like that in which men stand to 
the gods. Onerous as such special tie may become to him, 
the chief cannot decline it, if solicited in the proper form ; the 
ceremony of supplication has a binding effect, and the Erinnyes 
punish the hardhearted person who disallows it. A conquered 
enemy may sometimes throw himself at the feet of his conqueror, 
and solicit mercy, hut he cannot by doing so acquire the 
character and claims of a suppliant properly so called: the 
conqueror has free discretion ei^er to kill him, or to spare him 
and accept a ransom.® 

There are in the legendary narratives abundant examples of 
individuals who transgress in particular acts even the holiest of 
these personal ties, but the savage Cyclops is the only person 
described as professedly indifferent to them, and careless of 
that sanction of the gods which in Grecian belief accompanied 
them all* In fact, the tragical horror which pervades the 
lineage of Athamas or Kadmus, and which attaches to many 
of the acts of Hffrakl6s, of PSleus, and Telamon, of Jas6n and 
Mfidea, of Atreus and Thyestffs, &c., is founded upon a deep 
feeling and sympathy with those special obligations, which 


1 Odyss. i. 123 i iii. 10, &c. 

* Odyss. xvii. 383— 

T/r xoAn airrbt 

y rnvS', ot tijiuotpyol SatriVt &c> » 

which breathes the plain-spoken shrewdness of the Hesiodic Works and 

iD&vs v» 55* • 

» See the illustrative case of Lykaon in vain craving mercy Ironi Achilles 
(Iliad, xxi. 64-97. 'Avrl rot Mrao, &^), . , , ^ , , 

Menelaiis is about to spare the Kfe of the Trojan Adr^tus, who daros 
his knees and craves mercy, offering a large raiBom--when AgamemnOn 
repels the idea of quarter, and kills Adrastus with his own hand i his 
speech to Menelaus displays the exlreme of violent enraify, yet the poet 
says — 

'ns aiviSri irnpiiraiow VP«>r, 

JlIvluh. irapeiiriav, &c. 


Adrastus is not called an Mtiis, nor is the expression ^ed in 
respect to Colon (II. x. 4 S 6 ). "or “ case of Odysseus 

(Odyss. xiv. 279)'when begging for his life. 

* Odyss. ix. 112-275. 
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conspicuous individuals, under the temporary stimulus of the 
maddening Ate, are driven to violate. In such conflict of 
sentiments, between the obligation generally reverenced and 
the exceptional deviation in an individual otherwise admired, 
consists the pathos of the story. 

These feelings — of mutual devotion between kinsmen and 
companions in arms — of generous hospitality to the stranger, 
and of helping protection to the suppliant — constitute the 
bright spots in a dark age. We find them very generally 
prevalent amongst communities essentially rude and barbarous 
— amongst the ancient Germans as described by Tacitus, the 
Druses in Lebanon,^ the Arabian tribes in the desert, and even 
the North American Indians. 

^ Tacit. Gennan. c. 2t. “ Quemcunque mortalium aicere tccto, ne&s 

habetur : pro forlund quisque appaiatis epulis excipit ; cum dufec^re qui 
modo hospes fuerat, monstrator hospitii et comes, proximam domum nou 
invitati adeunt : nec interest — pari huroanitate accipiuntur. Notum igno- 
tumque, quantum ad jus hospitii, nemo discernit.” Compare Csesar, 
B. G. vi. 22 . 

See about the Druses and Arabians, Volney, Travels in Kgypt and Syria, 
vol. ii. p. 76, Engi. Transl. ; Niebuhr, Beschreibung von Arabien, Copenh. 
1772, p. 415-49. ...... 

Pomponius Mela describes the ancient Germans in language not inapplic- 
able to the Homeric Greeks i “ Jus in viribus habent, adeo ut ne latrocinii 
quidem pudeat : taiUum ho^itibus boni, mitesque supplicibus ” (iii. 3}. 

“The hospitality of the Indians is well known. It extends even to 
strangers who take refuge among them. They count it a roost sacred duty, 
from which no one is exempted. Whoever refuses relief to any one 
commits a grievous ofience, and not only makes himself detested and 
abhorred by all, but liable to revenge from the oiTended jierson. In their 
conduct towards their enemies they are cruel and inexoiable, and when 
enraged, bent upon nothing but murder and Idoodshed. They are how- 
ever remarkable for concealing their passions, and waiting for a convenient 
opportunity of gratifying them. But then their fury knows no hounds. If 
they cannot satisfy their resentment, they will even call upon their friends 
and posterity to do it. The longest space of time cannot cool their wrath, 
nor the most distant place of refuge afford security to their enemy” 
(Loskiel, History of the Mission of the United Brethren among the North 
American Indians, Fart I. ch. 2. p. 15). 

“ Cltarlevoix observes (says Dr. Ferguson, Essay on Civil Society, Part 
II. § 2. p. 145), that the nations among whom he travelled in North 
America never mentioned acts of generosity or kindness under the notion 
of duty, They acted from affection, as they acted from appetite, without 
regard to its consequences. When they bad done a kindness, they had 
gratified a desire ; the business was finished and it passed from the memory. 
The spirit with which they give or receive presents is the same ns that 
which Tacitus remarks among the ancient Germans : — ‘ Gaudent muneri- 
bus, sed nec data imputant, nec acceptis obligantur. ’ Such gifis are of little 
consequence, except when employed ns the seal of a bargain or a treaty.” 

Respecting the Morlacchi (Illyrian Sclavonians) the Abb£ Fortis says 
(Travels in Dalmatia, p. Sl-fiS)— 
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They are the instinctive manifestations of human sociality, 
standing at first alone, and for that reason appearing to possess 

“ The hospitality of the Moikchs is equally conspicuous among the poor 
as among the opulent. The rich prepares a roasted lamb or sheep, and 
the poor, with equal cordiality, gives his turkey, milk, honey — whatever 
he has. Nor is their generosity confined to strangers, but generally extends 
to all who are In want. . . , Friendship is lasting among the Morincchi. 
They have even made it a kind of religious point, and tie the sacred bond 
at the foot of the altar. The Sclavonian ritual contains a particular bene- 
diction, for the solemn union of two male or two female friends, in presence 
of the whole congregation. The male friends thus united are called 
Pobratimi, and the females Posestreme, which means half-brothers and 
half-sisters. The duties of the Pobratimi are, to assist each other in every 
case of need and danger, to revenge mutual wrongs, &c. : their enthusiasm 
is ofien carried so for as to risk, and even lose tiieir life. . . . But as the 
friendships of the Morlacchi are strong and sacred, so their quarrels are 
commonly unextinguishahle. They pass from father to son, and the 
mothers fail not to put their children in mind of their duty to revenge their 
father if he has had the misfortune to be killed, and to show them often 
the bloody shirt of the deceased. ... A Morlach is implacable if injured 
or insulted. With him revenge and justice have exactly the same mean- 
ing, and truly it is the primitive idea, and I have been told that in Albania 
the effects of revenge ore still more atrocious and more lasting. There, a 
man of the mildest character is capable of the most barbarous revenge, 
believing it to be his positive duty. ... A Morlach who has kiiled 
another of a powerful family is commonly obliged to save himself by flight, 
and keep out of the way for several years. If during that time he has been 
fortunate enough to escape the search of his pursuers, and has got a small 
sum of money, he endeavours to obtain pardon and peace. ... It is the 
custom in some places for the offended party to threaten the criminal, 
holding all sorts of arms to his throat, and at last to consent to accept bis 
ransom.” 

Concerning the influence of these two distinct tendencies— devoted 
personal friendship and implacable animosities — among the Illyrico- 
Sclavonian population, see Cyprien Robert, Les Slaves de la Turquie, 
ch. vii. p. 42-46, and Dr. Joseph MUller, Alban ien, Rumelien, nnd die 
CEsterreichlsch-Montenegrenisohe GtHnze, Prag. 1844, p. 24-25. 

" It is for the virtue of hospitality (observes Goguet, Origin of Laws, 
&c., vol. i. book vi. ch. iv.) that the primitive times are chiefly famed. 
But, in my opinion, hospitality was then exercised not so much from 
generosity and greatness of soul, os from necessity. Common interest pro- 
bably gave rise to that custom. In remote antiquity, there were few or no 
public inns : they entertained strangers, in order that they might tender 
them the same service, if they happened to Uavel into their countrjr. 
Hospitality was reciprocal. When they received stoangera Into their 
houses, they acquired a right of being received jnto theirs again. This 
right was regarded by the ancients as sacred and inviolable, and extended 
not only to toose who bad acquired it, but to their children and posterity. 
Besides, hospitality' in these times could not he attended with much 
expense: men travelled but little. In a word, the ^modern Arabiaiu 
prove that hospitality may consist with the greatest vices, and that this 
spedes of generosity is no decisive evidence of goodness of heart, or 
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a greater tutelary force than really belongs to them — beneficent, 
indeed, in a high degree, with reference to their own appropriate 
period, but serving as a very imperfect compensation for the 
impotence of the magistrate, and for the absence of any all- 
pervading sympathy or sense of obligation between man and 
man, \V^e best appreciate their importance when we compare 
the Homeric society with that of barbarians like the Thracians, 
who tattooed their bodies, as the mark of a generous lineage — 
sold their children for export as slaves — considered robbery, 
not merely as one admissible occupation among others, but as 
the only honourable mode of life ; agriculture being held con- 
temptible — and above all, delighted in the shedding of blood 
as a luxury. Such were the Thracians in the days of Herodotus 
and Thucydides : and the Homeric society forms a mean term 
between that which these two historians yet saw in Thrace, 
and that which they witnessed among their own civilised 
countrymen.^ 

When however among the Homeric men we pass beyond the 
influence of the private ties above enumerated, we find scarcely 
any other moralising forces in operation. The acts and adven- 
tures commemorated imply a community wherein neither the 
protection nor the restraints of law are practically felt, and 
wherein ferocity, rapine, and the aggressive propensities gener- 
ally, seem restrained bj? no internal counterbalancing scruples. 
Homicide, especially, is of frequent occurrence, sometimes by 
open violence, sometimes by fraud : expatriation for homicide 
is among the most constantly recurring acts of the Homeric 
poetiis : and savage brutalities are often ascribed, even to 
admired heroes, with apparent indifference. Achilles sacrifices 
twelve Trojan prisoners on the tomb of Patroklus, while his 
son Neoptolemus not only slaughters the aged Priam, but also 

The book of Gene-sb, amidst many other featares of resemblance to the 
Homeric manners, presents that of ready and exuberant hospitality to the 
stranger. 

^ Kespecting the Thracians, compare Herodot. v. ii ; Thucydid. vii. 
39-30. The expression of the latter hbtorian is remarkable,— rb Sb yivas 
rSr OpfKaii', i/ioia roTs niAurra roS 0 apfiaptKov, ii) ^ iv Bapaifafj, 
^ovtxcirardi' icri, 

Compare Herodot. viii, 116; the cruelty of the Thracian king of the 
Bisaltee towards his own sons. 

The story of Odysseus to Eumceus in the Odyssey (xiv. 310-226) 
furnishes a valuable comparison for this predatory dbposition among the 
Thracians. Odysseus there treats the love of living by war and plunaer as 
hb oism peculiar taste : he did not happen to like regular labour, but the 
latter b not treated as in any way mean or unbecoming a iree-man— 

hyoy W iiat oi iltr 
OuS' o(KU9e^tVi V re rpe^n dyAu Texro, &c. 
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seizes by the leg the child Astyanax (son of the slain Hector) 
and hurls him from one of the lofty towers of Troy.' More- 
over, the celebrity of Autolykus, the maternal grandfather of 
Odysseus, in the career of wholesale robbery and perjury, and 
the wealth which it enabled him to acquire, are described with 
the same unaffected admiration as the wisdom of Nestdr or the 
strength of Ajax.® Achilles, Menelaus, Odysseus, pillage in 
person whenever they can find an opportunity, employing both 
force and stratagem to surmount resistance.® The vocation of 
a pirate is recognised as honourable, so that a host, when he 
asks his guest what is the purpose of his voyage, enumerates 
enrichment by indiscriminate maritime plunder as among those 
projects which may naturally enter into his contemplation.^ 
Abduction of cattle, and expeditions for unprovoked ravage as 

* Ilias Minor, Fragm. 7, p. 18, ed. DUntzer ; Iliad, xxiii. 175. Odys- 
sens is mention^ once as obtaining poison for his arrows (Odyss. i. 160}, 
but no poisoned arrows are ever employed in either of the two poems. 

The anecdotes recounted by the Scythian Toxaris in Lucian’s work so 
entitled (vol. ii. c. 36, p. 544 segq. ed. Hemst.) afford a vivid picture of 
this combination of intense and devoted friendship between individuUs, 
with the most revolting cruelty of manners. “You Greeks live in peace 
and tranquillity,” observes the Scythian — wap’ 4 utv Se vwtxiis of viKt/xot, 
Kti tl itreKaivaiitv 6 \Kois, f) ibroxa>povjacv iTtiyras, 1 ) trv/iveaivrfs Mp 
voiajs fl \tltts fpBa piXKrra Set iplKwv iyaSuv, &c. 

® Odyss. xxi. 397 j Pherekydfs, Fragm.^ 63, ed. Didot 5 Autolykus, 
irMTara /cXfirrav lBii<raipt(ev. The Homeric Hymn to Herm$s (the great 
patron-god of Autolykus) is a further specimen of the admiration which 
might be made to attach to clever thieving. 

The iipepSieonos kviip, likely to rob the farm, is one great enemy against 
whom Hesiod advises precaution to be taken, — a sharp-toothed dog well- 
fed to serve as guard ( 0 pp. Di. 604). 

® Iliad, xi. 624 ; xx. 189. Odyss. iv. Si-90 ; ii. 40 ; xiv. 230 : and 
the indirect revelation (Odyss. xix. 284), coupled with a compliment to the 
dexterity of Odysseus. 

* Even in the century prior to Thucydidfe, undistinguishing plunder at 
sea, committed by Greek ships against ships not Greek, seems not to have 
been held discreditable. The Fhoktean Dionysius, after the ill-success of 
the Ionic revolt, goes with bis three ships of war to Sicily, and from thence 
plunders Tyrrhenians and Carthaginians (Herod, vi. 17). — mre- 
(TT^Kce, ^Ewfivav piiv aiSeyJs, KapxP^oylwy Si Kaf Tvpirqi'di'. Compare the 
conduct of the Fhoksean settlem at Alalia in Corsica, tifter the conquest of 
Ionia by Harpagus (Herodot. i. 166). 

In the treaty between the Romans and Catthaginians, made at some 
period subsequent to 509 B.C, it is stipulated — ToB KaWv ‘AKparijplau, 
MatfrietSf tapayjtav, pM Xt?(f«v6at iirsKaivo ''Pupatinis, ipvepfieaiiu, 
priSe viShiy lerlCeiv (Polyh. iii. 24, 4}, Plunder, commerce and colonisation, 
are here assumed as the three objects which the Roman ^ips would pursue, 
unless they were under special obligation to abstain, in reference to 
foreigners. This momli^ approaches nearer to that of the Homeric a^e 
than to the slate of sentiment whidi Thut^didls indicates as coirent in his 
dav amonp the Greeks. 
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well as for retaliation, between neighbouring tribes, appear 
ordinary pheenomena : and the established inviolability of 
heralds seems the only evidence of any settled feeling of 
obligation between one community and another. While the 
house and property of Odysseus, during his long absence, 
enjoys no public protection,- those unprincipled chiefs, who 
consume his substance, find sympathy rather than disapproba- 
tion among the people of Ithaka. As a general rule, he who 
cannot protect himself finds no protection from society: his 
own kinsmen and immediate companions are the only parties 
to whom he can look with confidence for support. And hi this 
respect, the representation given by Hesiod makes the picture 
even worse. In his emphatic denunciation of the fifth age, that 
poet deplores not only the absence of all social justice and 
sense of obligation among his contemporaries, but also the 
relaxation of the ties of family and hospitality.® There are 
marks of querulous exaggeration in the poem of the “Works 
and Days ” j yet the author professes to describe the real state 
of things around him, and the features of his picture, soften 
them as we may, will still appear dark and calamitous. It 
is however to be remarked, that he contemplates a state of 
peace — thus forming a contrast with the Homeric poems. His 
copious catalogue of social evils scarcely mentions liability to 
plunder by a foreign enemy, nor does he compute the chances 
of predatory aggression as a source of profit. 

There are two special veins of estimable sentiment, on which 
it may be interesting to contrast heroic and historical Greece, 
and which exhibit the latter as an improvement on the former 
not less in the affections than in the intellect. 

The law of Athens was peculiarly watchful and provident 
with respect both to the persons and the property of orphan 
minors ; but the description given in the Iliad of the utter and 
hopeless destitution of the orphan boy, despoiled of his paternal 
inheritance and abandoned by all the friends of his father, whom 
he urgently supplicates, and who all harshly cast liim off, is one 

^ See the interesting boastfulness of Ncstdr, Iliad, xi. 670-700 ; also 
Odyss. xxi. 18 j Odyss. iii. 71 j Thucyd. i. 5, 

3 Odyss. iv. 165, among many other passages. Telemacbns laments the 
misfortune of his race, in respect that himself, Odysseus, and La6rt€s were 
ail only sons of their fathers : there were no brothers to serve as mutual 
auxiliaries (Odyss. xvi. 118). 

* 0pp. Di. 1.12-199 — 

0{i8d irar^p iroufikirtnv ufuiuo^s^cH/S^ ti iro?8e;j 
ml troTpo; ^ratpW} 

Ovik icairiyinnoi StTmtatf itt rb irapos irffp» 

Si -^paiTKWTas rox^a^t &ei 
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of the most pathetic morsels in the whole poem.^ In reference 
again to the treatment of the dead body of an enemy, we find 
all the Greek chiefs who come near (not to mention the conduct 
of Achilles himself) piercing with their spears the corpse of the 
slain Hectdr, while some of them even pass disgusting taunts 
upon it. We may add, from the lost epics, the mutilation of 
the dead bodies of Paris and Deiphobus by the hand of Mene- 
laus.® But at the time of the Persian invasion, it was regarded 
as unworthy of a right-minded Greek to maltreat in any way 
the dead body of an enemy, even where such a deed might 
seem to be justified on the plea of retaliation. After the battle 
of Plattea, a proposition was made to the Spartan king Pausanias 
to retaliate upon the dead body of Mardonius the insults which 
Xerxes had heaped upon that of Leonidas at Thermopylae. He 
indignantly spurned the suggestion, not without a severe rebuke, 
or rather a half-suppressed menace, towards the proposer : and 
the feeling of Herodotus himself goes heartily along with him.^ 

The different manner of dealing with homicide presents a 
third test, perhaps more striking yet, of the change in Grecian 
feelings and manners during the three centuries preceding the 
Persian invasion. That which the murderer in the Homeric 
times had to dread, was, not public prosecution and punish- 
ment, but the personal vengeance of the kinsmen and friends 
of the deceased, who were stimulated by the keenest impulses 
of honour and obligation to avenge the deed, and were con- 
sidered by the public as specially privileged to do so.‘ To 

r Iliad, xxii. 4S7-SCX5. Hesiod dwells upon injuiy to orphan children, 
however, as a heinous offence ( 0 pp. Hi. 330). 

* Iliad, xxii. 371 . oJS* tpa at tu iroirntri 7« mpiimi. Argument of Iliad 
Minor, ap. DUnlzer, Epp. Fragin. p. 17 j Virgil, /Eneid, vi. 520. 

Iloth Agamemndn and the Oiliad Ajax cut off the heads of slain warriors 
and send them rolling like a ball or like a mortar among the crowd of 
warriors (Iliad, xi. 147 ; xiil, 102), 

The ethical maxim preached by Odysseus in the Odyssey, not to utter 
boastful shouts over a slain enemy (Oix eirfr), KTa/ihoiiriD In’ ivtpiiTty 
tlxtrdlaa-Bat, xxii. 412), is abundantly violated in the Iliad. 

Herodot. ix. 78-79. Contrast mis strorm expession from Pausanias 
with the conduct of the Carthaginians towa^s the end of the Pelopon- 
nesian war, after their capture of Selinus in Sicily, wh«e, after having put 
to death i6,ooo persons, they mutilated the dead bodies — kutIi rh rvrptar 
t$os (Dioddr. xiii. 57-86). 

* The Mosaic law recognises this habit and duty on the part of the 
relatives of the innrdered man, and provides cities of refuge for the purpose 
of sheltering the offender in certain cases (Deuteron. xxxv. 13-14 Bauer, 
Handbuch der Hebraischen Alterthllmer, sect. St-S*)* 

The relative who inherited the property of a murdered man vras specially 
obliged to avenge his death (II. Leo, Vorlesungen liber die Geschichte des 
Judischen Stoats. — Vorl. iii. p. 35 ). 
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escape from this danger, he is obliged to flee the country, 
unless he can prevail upon the incensed kinsmen to accept of 
a valuable payment (we must not speak of coined money in the 
days of Homer) as satisfaction for their slain comrade. They 
may, if they please, decline the ofler, and persist in their right 
of revenge; but if they accept, they are bound to leave the 
olTender unmolested, and he accordingly remains at home 
without further consequences. The chiefs in agora do not 
seem to interfere, except to ensure payment of the stipulated 
sum. 

Here we recognise once more the characteristic attribute of 
the Grecian heroic age — the omnipotence of private force 
tempered and guided by family sympathies, and the practical 
nullity of that collective sovereign afterwards called The City — 
who in historical Greece becomes the central and paramount 
source of obligation, but who appears yet only in the back- 
ground, as a germ of promise for the future. And the manner 
in which, in the case of homicide, that germ was developed 
into a powerful reality, presents an interesting field of comparison 
with other nations. 

For the practice, here designated, of leaving the party guilty 
of homicide to compromise by valuable payment with the 
relatives of the deceased, and also of allowing to the latter a 
free choice whether they would accept such compromise or 
enforce their right of personal revenge — has been remarked in 
many rude communities, and is particularly memorable among 
the early German tribes.^ Among the many separate Teutonic 

^ *' Suscipere tam inimidtias, seu patris, sen propinqui, quam amidtias, 
necessc est. Nec implacabiles duiant : luitur enim etiara bomiddium 
certo pecorum atmentorunique numero, redpitque satisfaclionem universa 
domus.” (Tacit. German. 21.) Niebuhr, Bescbrdbung von Arabien, 
P- 33- 

"An Indian feast (says Loskiel, Mission of the United Brethren in 
North America) is seldom concluded without bloodshed. For the murder 
of a man too yards of wampum, and for that of a woman 200 ymds, must 
be paid by the murderer. If he is too poor, which is commonly the case, 
ana his friends cannot or will not assist him , he must fly from the 
resentment of the relations.” 

Rogge (Gerichtswesen der Germanen, capp. l, 2, 3) Grimm (Deutsche 
Rechtsalterthttmer, book v. cap. i-a), and Eichhom (Deutsches Privat- 
Reciht. sect. 48) have expounded this Idea and the consequences deduced 
from, it among the ancient Germans, The practice of blood-feud, here 
alluded to,_ is still prevalent in British India ; not only among the ruder 
Western tribes, coolies and others, but also among the more civilised and 
polished Kajpoots, 

Aristotle alludes, as an illustration of the extreme silliness of ancient 
Greek practices [eWtj vd/atav), to a custom which he states to have still 
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establishments which rose upon the ruins of the Western 
empire of Rome, the right as well as duty of private revenge, 
for personal injury or insult offered to any member of a family — 
and the endeavour to avert its effects by means of a pecuniary 
composition levied upon the offender, chiefly as satisfaction to 
the party injured, but partly also as perquisite to the king — was 
adopted as the basis of their legislation. This fundamental 
idea was worked out in elaborate detail as to the valuation of 
the injury inflicted, wherein one main circumstance was the 
rank, condition and power of the sufferer. The object of the 
legislator was to preserve the society from standing feuds, but 
at the same time to accord such full satisfaction as would induce 
the injured person to waive his acknowledged right of personal 
revenge — the full luxury of which as it presented itself to the 
mind of an Homeric Greek, may be read in more than one 
passage of the Iliad.^ The German codes begin by trying to 

continued at the /Solic in cases of murder. If the accuser pro* 

duced in support of his charge a certain number of witnesses from his own 
kindred, the person was held peremptorily guilty— ofov iv Kufip rtpl rlt 
ipavucit yi/ios terra), tai irKijBd! n mpdrxvr'ai /tapiilpay i Siditay rhy ipiyov 
ray airoO trvyytyuv^ tvox»y ^ivtp rhv iptiyofra ^PoUt. ii. 5 , IS). 

This presents a curious parallel with the Old German institution of the 
Eideshelfern or conjurators, who, though must frequently required and 
produced in support of the party accused, were yet also brou^t by the 
party accusing. See Roege, sect. 36, p. 186 i Grimm, p. 862. 

t The word rraty^ inmeates this satitfaction vahuwle faytnent for 
wrong done, especially for homidde : that the Latin word pana otiginally 
meant the same thing may be inferred from the old phrases dare peatas, 
pendere panas. The most illustrative passage in the Iliad is that in which 
Ajax, in the embassy undertaken to conciliate Achilles, censures by com- 
parison the inexorable obstinacy of the latter in setting at naught the 
proffered presents of Agamemndn (II. ix. 627) — 

sal piy rk re Konyi^oto p6yon 
Xloamv, 4 0 « iraiStr ISIfaro rePvwMj^ 

Kal p 6 piv ip peyei, avrov, iro^' afrerteue 
Tov SI d iptfnferat xpaStTf leol Svjtibr ay/pnop, 

HohStv Se^apepov * 

The eroadi is in its primitive sense a genuine payment in valuable 
commodities serving os compensation (Iliad, iii. 290 5 v. 266 ; xiil. 659): 
but it comes by a natural metaphor to signify the_ death of one or more 
Tkojans, as a satis&ction for that of a Greek warrior who had just &llen 
(or vice vend, Iliad, xiv. 483 ; xvi. 398)1 sometimes even the notion of 
compensation generally (xvli. 207). In the representation on the shield of 
Allies, the genuine proceeding about vouff) dearly appears ; the question 
there tried is, wheflbei the payment stipulated as satis&ction for a person 
skin, has really been made or not — tie S’ SySpit iyelxtoy efytm 
ieroipSipiyov, &c. (xviii. 498). 

The dannr of an act of homicide is proportioned to the number and 
power of the surviving relatives of the slain ; but even a small number is 
sufficient to necessitate flivht (Odyss. sxui. X2o) ; on the other hand, a 
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bring about the acceptance of a fixed pecuniary composition 
as a constant voluntary custom, and proceed ultiniately to 
enforce it as a peremptory necessity : the idea of society is at 
first altogether subordinate, and its influence passes only by 
slow degrees from amicable arbitration into imperative control. 

The Homeric society, in regard to this capital point in 
human progression, is on a level with that of the German tribes 
as described by Tacitus. But the subsequent course of Grecian 
legislation takes a direction completely different from that of 
the German codes. The primitive and acknowledged right of 
private revenge (unless where bought off by pecuniary payment), 
instead of being developed into practical working, is superseded 
by more comprehensive views of a public rvrong requiring public 
intervention, or by religious fears respecting the posthumous 
wrath of the murdered person. In historical Athens, the right 
of private revenge was discountenanced and put out of sight, 
even so early as the Drakonian legislation, and at last restricted 
to a few extreme and special cases while the murderer came 
to be considered, first as having sinned against the gods, next 
as having deeply injured the society, and thus at once as 
requiring absolution and deserving punishment. On the first 
of these two grounds, he is interficted from the agora and 

large body of relatives was the nand source of encouragement to an 
insolent criminal (Odyss. xviii. 141). 

An old law of Tralles in Lydia, enjoining a nominal of a medimnus 
of beans to the relatives of a murdered person belonging to a contemptible 
class of citizens, is noticed tw Plutarch, Qusest. Grcec. c. 46, p. 302. Even 
in the century preceding Herodotus, too, the Delphians gave a icoivii as 
satisfaction for the murder of the &.bulist iEsop ; which woivli was claimed 
and received by the grandson of .disop’s master (Uerodot. ii. 134. Plutarch, 
Ser. Num. Vind. p. 556). 

^ See Lysias, De Ctede Eratosthen. Orat. i. p. 94 ; Plutarch, Solon, c. 
23 ; Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 632-637. 

Plato (He Legg. ix. p. 871-874), in his copious penal suggestions to deal 
with homicide, both intentional and accidental, concurs in general with the 
old Attic law (see Matthise, Hiscellanea Philologica, vol. i, p. 15 1) : and 
as he states with sufficient distinctness the grounds of his propositions, we 
see how completely the idea of a right to private or family revenge is atsent 
from his mind. In one particular case he confers upon kinsmen the privi- 
lege of avenmng their murdered relative (p. 871) ; but generally,' he rather 
seeks to enforce upon them strictly the duty of bringing the suspected 
murderer to trial before the court. By the Attic law, it was only the kins- 
men of the deceased who had the right of prosecuting for murder — or the 
master, if the deceased was an oiKinis (Demosthen. cont. Euerg. et 
Mnesibul. c. 18) ; they might by forgiveness shorten the term of banish- 
ment for the unintentional murderer (Demosth. cont. Makart. p. 1069). 
They seem to have been regarded, generally speaking, as religiously 
obliged, but not legally compellable, to undertake this duty,; compare 
Plato, Euthyphro, cap. 4 & 5. 
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from all holy places, as well as from public functions, even 
while yet untried and simply a suspected person ; for if this 
were not done, the wrath of the gods would manifest itself in 
bad crops and other national calamities. On the second 
ground, he is tried before the council of Areiopagus, and if 
found guilty, is condemned to death, or perhaps to disfranchise- 
ment and banishment.^ The idea of a propitiatory payment 
to the relatives of the deceased has ceased altogether to be 
admitted: it is the protection of society which dictates, and 
the force of society which inflicts, a measure of punishment 
calculated to deter for the future. 

3. The society of legendary Greece includes, besides the 
chiefs, the general mass of freemen (Axtoi), among whom stand 
out by special names certain professional men, such as the 
carpenter, the smith, the leather-dresser, the leech, the prophet, 
the bard, and the fisherman.* We have no means of appre- 

I Lysias, cent. Agorat. Or. xiii. p. 137. Antiphon. Tetralog. i. i. p. 
629. ’A<r 6 fi^opai> 2 ‘ iiuv 2 (rrl riySe, fuaphy xo) Uvayvov Syra, til Tct rt/icyil 
rui> Stay tlatiura /ualvtiv t^y ayvetay airuy, 2 iri Si ns auras rpasrtCas 
Uyra <ruyKaTaviitir\dvat robs Syairiaur ix yip roirtiy at rt iifiopiai yiyavrai, 
tuarux*is 9 ' at Tepd^tti KaBirravrat. 

The three Tetralogies of Antipho are all very instructive respecting the 
legal procedure in cases of alleged homicide : as also the Oration Be Coede 
I^rodis (see capp. I and 3 } — nS yiptov Ktiptiyou, rby awoKrelyayra 
ivrastoBavtiy, &c. 

The case of the Spartan Brakontius (one of the Ten Thousand Greeks 
who served with Cyras the younger, and permanently exiled from his 
country in consequence of an involuntary murder committed during his 
boyhood) presents a pretty exact parallel to the fatal quarrel of Patroklus 
at dice, when a boy, with the son of Amphidamas, in consequence of 
which he was forced to seek shelter under the roof of Pdleus (comi>are 
Iliad, xxiii. 83, with Xenoph. Anabas. iv. 8, 23). 

* Odyss. xwi. 384 ; xix. 135. Iliad, iv. 187 ; vii. 221. I know nothing 
which better illustrates the idea of the Homeric Ssi/uotpyoi — the herald, the 
prophet, the carpenter, the leech, the bard, &c., — than the follotving 
description of the structure of an East Indian village (Mill's History of 
British India, b. ii. c. 3, p. 266): "A vill^[e politically considered 
resembles a corporation or township. Its proper establishment of officers 
and servants consists of the following descriptions : — ^The potail, or head 
inhabitant, who settles disputes and collects the revenue, &c. ; the cur- 
nnm, who keeps the accounts of cultivation, &c. ; the tallier ; the boundary- 
man ; the superinteirdent of tanks and water-courses ; the Brahman, who 
performs the village worship ; the schoolmaster ; the calendar Brahman, 
or astrologer, who proclaims the lucky or unpropitious periods for sowing 
or thrasWng ; the smith and carpenter ; the potter ; the washerman ; the 
hatber ; the cowkeeper ; the doctor ; the dancing-girl, who attends at 
rejoicings ; the musician and the poet.” 

Each of these officers and servants(Sn/uoe/i7s0is remunerated by a definite 
perquisite — so much landed produce — out of the general crop of the village 
(p. 264). • 
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dating their condition. Though lots of arable land were 
assigned in special property to individuals, with boundaries 
both carefully marked and jealously watched,^ yet the larger 
proportion of surface was devoted to pasture. Cattle formed 
both the chief item in the substance of a wealthy man, the 
chief means of making payments, and the common ground of 
quarrels — bread and meat, in large quantities, being the con- 
stant food of every one.® The estates of the owners were 
tilled, and their cattle tended, mostly by bought slaves, but to 
a certain degree also by poor freemen called ThStes, working 
for hire and for stated periods. The principal slaves, who 
were entrusted with the care of large herds of oxen, swine, or 
goats, were of necessity men wortliy of confidence, their duties 
placing them away from their master’s immediate eye.® They 
had other slaves subordinate to them, and appear to have been 
well treated : the deep and unshaken attachment of Eumseus 
the swineherd and Pmloetius the neatherd, to the family and 
affairs of the absent Odysseus, is among the most interesting 
points in the ancient epic. Slavery was a calamity wlrich in 
that period of insecurity might befall any one. The chief who 
conducted a freebooting expedition, if he succeeded, brought 
back with him a numerous troop of slaves, as many as he 
could seize * — if he failed, became very likely a slave himself : 
so that the slave was often by birth of equal dignity with his 
master — Eumseus was himself the son of a chief, conveyed 
a^vay when a child by his nurse, and sold by Phoenician kid- 
nappers to Laertes. A slave of this character, if he conducted 
himself well, might often expect to be enfranchised by his 
master, and placed in an independent holding.® 


^ Iliad, xii. 4*1 j xxi. 405. 

“ Iliad, i. 15s ; ix. 154 ; xiv. 122. 

® Odysseus and other diiefs of Ithakahad oxen, sheep, mules, &c., on 
the continent and in FeloponnSsus, under the care of herdsmen (Odyss. iv. 
636 ; xiv. lom. 

Leukanor, king of Bosporus, asks the Scythian Arsukomas — nlira Ser 
PoffieiiiMra, 1 ) witras &/td(as tx^is, ravra yhp i/ifis rKovreiTe; (Lucian, 
Toxaris, c. 45). The enumeration of the property of Odysseus would 
have placed the PoffieliiMra in the front line. 

* Actual S' hs 'Ax<A.«hr \ 7 ii<riraT 0 (Iliad, xviii. 28 : compare also Odyss. 
i. 397 j xxiii. 3S7 ; particularly xvii. 441). 

_ ® Odyss. xiv. 64 ; xv. 412 ; see also xix. 78 : Eurykleia was also of 
dignified birth (i. 429). The questions put 1 ^ Odysseus to Kumsens, to 
which the speech above referred to is an answer, indicate the proximate 
causes of slavery: "Was the city of your father sacked? or were you 
seized by pirates when alone with your sheep and oxen?” (Odyss. xv. 




rumsus had purdiased a slave for hinuelf (Odyss. xiv. 448}, 
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On the whole, the slavery of legendary Greece does not 
present itself as existing under a peculiarly harsh form, espe- 
cially if we consider that all the classes of society were then 
very much upon a level in point of taste, sentiment, and 
instruction.^ In the absence of legal security or an effective 
social sanction, it is probable that the condition of a slave 
under an average master may have been as good as that of 
the free ThSte. The class of slaves whose lot appears to 
have been the most pitiable were the females — more numerous 
than the males, and performing the principal work in the 
interior of the house. Not only do they seem to have been 
more harshly treated than the males, but they were charged 
with the hardest and most exhausting labour which the 
establishment of a Greek chief required — they brought in 
water from the spring, and turned by hand the house-mills, 
which ground the large quantity of flour consumed in his 
family.® This oppressive task was performed generally by 
female slaves, in historical as well as in legendary Greece.® 
Spinning and weaving was the constant occupation of women, 
whether free or slave, of every rank and station : all the gar- 
ments worn both by men and women were fashioned at home, 

* Tacitus, Mor. Germ. at. “Dominuni ac servum nullis educationis 
delidis dignoscas ; inter eadem pecora, in eSdem bumo, degunt,” &c. 
(Juvenal, Sat rdv. 167]. 

* Odyss. vii. 104; xx, ltd. Iliad, vi. 457; compare the Book of 
Genesis, ch. xi. j. The expression of Telemachus, when he is proceed- 
ing to hang up the female slaves who had misbehaved, is bitterly 
contemptuous — 

SIv) fiiv 81) Ka0ap$ Savirtfi kwh 9viAv 
Tauv, &C. (Odyss. xxii. 464.) 

The humble establishment of Hesiod’s farmer does not possess a mill j 
he has nothing better than a wooden pestle and mortar for grinding or 
bruising the com j both are constructed, and the wood cut from the trees 
by his own hand (Opp. Di. 423), though it seems that a professional car- 
penter (“the servant of Athfine”) is required to put together the plough 
(v. 430). The Virgi ian poem Moreium (v. 24) assigns a hand-mill even 
to the humblest rarul establishment. The instruqdve article “ Com Mills ” 
in Beckmann’s Hist, of Inventions (vol. L p. 327, Engl, transl.) collects 
all the information available about this subject. 

» See Lysias, Or. i, p. 93 (De Cscde Eratostbenis). Plutarch (Non 
posse suavitei vivi secundum Epicarum, c. ai, p. lioi) — 
dAerpli Tfpbr n 6 \ri» Kivoup^vij— and Kalliroachus (Hymn, ad Delum, 242)— 
AmS’ tet Seikal AuiTTOHfts proyfovirw notice the overworked 

condition of these women. 

The “Blinding slaves” (iAerpfte*) are expressly named in one of fte 
Laws of Ethelbert king of Kent, and constitute the second class in point 
of value among the female slaves (Law * 1 . Thorpe’s Ancient Laws and 
Institutes of Envlond, vol. i, p. 7). 
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and Helen as well as Penelope is expert and assiduous at the 
occupation.^ The daughters of Keleos at Eleusis go to the 
well with their basins for water, and Nausikaa daughter of 
Alkinous® joins her female slaves in the business of washing 
her garments in the river. If we are obliged to point out the 
fierceness and insecurity of an early society, we may at the 
same time note with pleasure its characteristic simplicity of 
manners : Rebecca, Rachel, and the daughters of Jethro in the 
early Mosaic narrative, as well as the wife of the native Mace- 
donian cliief (with whom the Temenid Perdiccas, ancestor of 
Philip and Alexander, first took service on retiring from 
Argos) baking her own cakes on the hearth,* exhibit a parallel 
in this respect to the Homeric pictures. 

We obtain no particulars respecting either the common free- 
men generally, or the particular class of them called Thfites. 
These latter, engaged for special jobs, or at the harvest and 
other busy seasons of field labour, seem to have given their 
labour in exchange for board and clothing : they are mentioned 
in the same line with the slaves,* and were (as has been just 
observed) probably on the whole little better off. The con- 
dition of a poor freeman in those days, without a lot of land 
of his own, gomg about from one temporary job to another, 
and having no powerful family and no social authority to look 
up to for protection, must have been sufficiently miserable. 
When Eumseus indulged his expectation of being manumitted 
by his masters, he thought at the same time that they would 
give him a wife, a house, and a lot of land, near to themselves ; ® 
without which collateral advantages, simple manumission might 
perhaps have been no improvement in his condition. To be 
ThSte in the service of a very poor farmer is selected by Achilles 
as the maximum of human hardship : such a person could not 
give to his Thete the same ample food, and good shoes and 
clothing, as the wealthy chief Eurymachus, while he would 
exact more severe labour.® It was probably among such 
smaller occupants, who could not advance the price necessary 
to purchase slaves, and were glad to save the cost of keep 
when they did not need service, that the Thfites found employ- 

1 Odyss. iv, 131 ; xix. 233. 

^ Odyss. vi. gi ; Hymn, ad D€mdtr. 105. 

• Herodot. viii. t37. * Odyss. iv. 643. ' Odyss. xiv. 64. 

“ Compare Oi^ss. xi. 490, wiih xviii. 358. Klytaemn&tra, in the 
AgamemitSa of jEschylus, preaches a something similar doctrine to ICassan- 
dra, — ^how much kinder the &pxaii't\BVTot Secir^rai were towards their 
slaves, than masters who had risen by unexpected prosperity (Agamemn. 
1042). 
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ment: though we may conclude that the brave and strong 
amongst these poor freemen found it preferable to accompany 
some freebooting chief, and to live by the plunder acquired.^ 
The exact Hesiod advises his farmer, whose work is chiefly 
performed by slaves, to employ and maintain the Th6te during 
summer-time, but to dismiss him as soon as the harvest is 
completely got in, and then to take into his house for the 
winter, a woman “ without any child ; ” who would of course 
be more useful that the Thete for the indoor occupations of 
that season.^ 

In a state of society such as that which we have been 
describing, Grecian commerce was necessarily trifling and 
restricted. The Homeric poems mark either total ignorance 
or great vagueness of apprehension respecting all that lies 
beyond the coasts of Greece and Asia Minor and the islands 
between or adjoining them. Libya and Egypt are supposed 
so distant as to be known only by name and hearsay : indeed 
when the city of Kyrene was founded, a century and a half 
after the first Olympiad, it was difficult to find anywhere a 
Greek navigator who had ever visited the coast of Libya, or 
was fit to serve as guide to the colonists,® The mention of the 
Sikels in the Odyssey* leads us to conclude that Korkyra, 

^ Thnc^. i. S’ iTpittovro uphs Xrierretav, ityoviiivav ivSpav ov ruv 
Mwotmtotoi', KcpSous ToS ff<peT4pov ofrrCv li'eKa, (col toij iaSeviffi rpoipiis. 

® Hesiod, Opp. DL in&s re kb) airis — and 

603— 

Havra Biov KvniHidi iwipijxvov wvio9t oiKOVt 
0»ra r yratcio^ac, KaX artKvw 

xAofiab* 8’ 8fr8iroprif epttfoTi 

The two words ioiKov votsTirBai seem here to be taken together in the 
sense of “dismiss the ThSte,” or “make him houseless;” for when put 
out of his employer’s house, he had no residence of his o'ra. Gottlmg 
{ad loe.), Nitzsch ^ad Odyss. iv. 643), and Lehrs (Qussst Epic. p. 805) all 
construe Boikov with S^ra, and represent Hesiod as advising that the 
houseless ThSte should he at that moment taken on, just at the time when 
the summei^s work was finished. Lehrs (and seemmgly Gottling also), 
sensible that this can never have been the real meaning or the poet, would 
throw out the two lines as spurious. I may remark farther ^t the trans- 
lation of given by Gottlmg — milieus — ^is inappropriate t it includes the 
idea of superintendence over other labourers, which does not seem to have 
belonged to the Thdte in any case. 

There were a class of poor free- women who made their living by teking 
in wool to spin and perhaps to weave ; the exactness of thear dealing as 
well as the poor profit which they made, are attested by a touching Homeric 
simile (Iliad, xiii. 434). See Iliad, vL aSg ; xxiii. 74 *’ 0 ^ 5 ®’ 4 I 4 ’ 

• Herodot iv. 131. Compare Okert, Geographic der Griechen und 
Homer, part i. p. 16-19. 

* Odyss. XX. — ^xxiv. aio. The identity of the Homeric Scheria with 
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Italy and Sicily were not wholly unknown to the poet. Among 
seafaring Greeks, the knowledge of the latter implied the 
knowledge of the two former — since the habitual track, even of 
a well-equipped Athenian trireme during the Peloponnesian 
war, from Peloponnfisus to Sicily, was by Korkyra and the 
Gulf of Tarentum. The Phokeeans, long afterwards, were the 
first Greeks who explored either the Adriatic or Tyn'henian 
sea.‘ Of the Euxine sea no knowledge is manifested in 
Homer, who, as a general rule, presents to us the names of 
distant regions only in cormexion with romantic or monstrous 
accompaniments. The Kretans, and still more the Taphians 
(who are supposed to have occupied the western islands off the 
coast of Akamania), are mentioned as skilful mariners, and the 
Taphian Mentis professes to be conveying iron to Temesa to 
be there exchanged for copper but both Taphians and 
Kretans are more corsairs than traders.® The strong sense of 
the dangers of the sea, expressed by the poet Hesiod, and the 
imperfect structure of the early Grecian ship, attested by 
Thucydides (who points out the more recent date of that 
improved shipbuilding which prevailed in his time), concur to 
demonstrate the then narrow range of nautical enterprise."* 

Such was the state of the Greeks as traders, at a time when 
Babylon combined a crowded and industrious population with 
extensive commerce, and when the Phoenician merchant-ships 
visited in one direction the southern coast of Arabia, perhaps 
even the island of Ceylon — ^in another direction, the British 
islands. 

The Phoenician, the kinsman of the ancient Jew, exhibits the 
type of character belonging to the latter — ^with greater enterprise 
and ingenuity, and less of religious exclusiveness, yet still dtflFei> 
ent from, and even antipathetic to, the character of the Greeks. 
In the Ilomeric poems, he appears somewhat like the Jew of 
the middle ages, a crafty trader turning to profit the violence 
and rapacity of others — bringing them ornaments, decorations, 
the finest and brightest products of the loom, gold, silver, 

Korkyra, and that of the Homeric Thrinakia with Sicily, appear to me 
not at all made out. Both Welcker and Klausen treat die Fhteakians as 
purely mythical persons (see W. C. MUUer, De Corcyncorum Kepublicft, 
GSttiig. i 83 S,p, 9 )- 

* Heredot. i. 163. 

® Nitzsch. ad Odyss. i. 181 ; Strabo, i p. 6. The situation of Temesa, 
whether it is to he placed in Italy or in Cyprus, has been a disputed point 
among critics both ancient and modem. 

' Odyss. XV. 426, tdptot, KTftffrepes &ySpes ; and xvi. 426. Hymn to 
DfimStSr, v. 123. 

* Hesiod, Opp. Dl. 615-684; Thucyd. i. 13. 
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electrum, ivory, tin, &c., in exchange for which he received 
landed produce, skins, wool, and slaves, the only commodities 
which even a wealthy Greek chief of those early times had to 
offer — prepared at the same time for dishonest gain, in any 
manner which chance might throw in his way.^ He is however 
really a trader, not undertaking expeditions with the deliberate 
purpose of surprise and plunder, and standing distinguished in 
this respect from the Tyrrhenian, Kretan, or Taphian pirate. 
Tin, ivory, and electrum, all of which are acknowledged in the 
Homeric poems, were the fruit of Phoenician trade with the West 
as well as with the East.® 


' Odyss. xiv. ago : xv. 46 — 


9 o(vi£ Airar^ia ttfiuc, 

Tpt&itnjif 8; 8)) voXXi xue' avBpuvoiaw ttupyeu 


The interesting narrative given by Eumreus, of the manner in which he 
fell into slavery, is a vivid picture of Phoenician dealing (compare Heredot. 
i. 2-4. Iliad, vi. ago j xxiii. 743). Paris is reported to have visited 
Sidon, and brought from thence women eminent for skill at the loom. 
The Cyprian Verses ^ee the Argument ap. DUntzer, p. 17} affirmed that 
Paris had landed at Sidon, and attacked and captured the city. Taphian 
corsairs kidnapped slaves at Sidon (Odyss. xv. 4^). 

The ornaments or trinkets (itWppora) which the Phcenician merchant 
carties with him, seem to be the same as the WSaXa nWi, n^pirat re 
yvaianis fl’ iAucas, &c., which HSphastus was employed in fabricating 
(lli^, xviii. 400) under the protection of Thetis. 

“ Fallacissimum esse genus Fhcenicum omnia monumenta vetustatis 
atque oinnes historire nobis prodiderunt.” (Cicero, Orat. Trium. partes 
ineditee, ed. Mali, 1815, p. 13.) 

® Ivory is frequently mentioned in Homer, who uses the word i\&pas ex- 
clusively to mean that substance, not to signify the animal. 

The art of dyeing, especially with the various shades of purple, was in 
after ages one of the special excellences of the Phoenicians : yet Homer, 
where he alludes in a simile to dyeing or staining, introduces a Mteonian or 
K^ian woman as the performer of the process, not a Pheemcian (Iliad, 


What the electrum named in the Homeric poems really is cannot he 
positively determined. The word in antiquity meant two diilerent things 1 
I. amber ; a. an impure gold, containing as much as one-fifth or more of 
silver (Pliny, H. N. xxxiii. 4). The passes in which we read the wmd 
in the Odyssey do not positively exclude either of these meanings but thw 
present to us electrum so much in juxtaposition with gold and silver each 
separately, that perhaps the second meaning is more probable ^ the 
first. Herodotus understands it to mean amder (iii. nS) s Sophoklls, on 
the contrary, employs it to designate a metal akin to gold (Antigone, 
1033 ^. 

See the dissertation of Bnttmann, appended to his collection of essays 
railed Mythologta, vol. ii. p. 337 5 also Beckmann, Histoiy of Inventums, 
vol. iv. m 13 , EngL Tiansl. “ The ancients (observes the latter) used as 
a metai «• mixtoe of because^ thw were not 

acquainted with the art of separating them, end gave it the nrae of 
Oectrum,” Hr. Thirlwall (Hist, of Greece, vol. i. p. 341) thinks that the 
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Thucydides tells us that the Phoenicians and Karians, in very 
early periods, occupied many of the islands of the ^Egean, and 
we know, from the striking remnant of their mining works which 
Herodotus himself saw in Thasus, off the coast of Thrace, that 
they had once extracted gold from the mountains of that island 
— at a period indeed very far back, since their occupation must 
have been abandoned prior to the settlement of the poet Archi- 
lochus.^ Yet few of the islands in the .iEgean were rich in such 
valuable products, nor was it in the usual course of Phoenician 
proceeding to occupy islands, except where there was an ad- 
joining mainland with which trade could be carried on. The 
traffic of these active mariners required no permanent settle- 
ment. But as occasional visitors they were convenient, in 
enabling a Greek chief to turn his captives to account, — to get 
rid of slaves, or friendless ThStes who were troublesome — and 
to supply himself with the metals, precious as well as useful.^ 
The halls of Alkinous and Menelaus glitter with gold, copper, 
and electrum. Large stocks of yet unemployed metal — gold, 
copper and iron — are stored up in the treasure-chamber of 
Odysseus and other chiefs.* Coined money is unknown to 
the Homeric age — the trade carried on being one of barter. 
In reference also to the metals, it deserves to be remarked that 
the Homeric descriptions universally suppose copper, and not 
iron, to be employed for arms, both offensive and defensive. 
By what process the copper was tempered and hardened, so as 
to serve the purposes of the warrior, we do not know ; * but the 

Homeric electrum is aaihec ; on the contrary, Htlllmann thinks that it was 
a metallic substance (Handels, Geschichte der Griechen, p. 63-81). 

Beckmann doubts whether the oldest KcuririTspos of the Greeks was really 
tin ; he rather thinks that it was "the stannum of the Romans, the tuerk 
of our smelting-houses, — that is, a mixture of lead, stiver, and other 
accidental metals” (ibid p. 30), The Greeks of Massalia procured tin 
from Britain, through Gaul, by the Seine, the Saone, and the Rhone 
(Dioddr. V. 22). 

* Heredot. ii. 44; vi, 47. Archiloch. Fragm. 21-22, ed. Gaisf. 
QInomaus, ap. Euseb. Praep. Ev, vi. f. Thucyd. i. 12. 

The Greeks connected this Phoenician settlement in Thasus with the 
legend of Eadmus and his sister Enrdpa : Thasus, the eponymus of the 
island, was brother of Kadmus. (Herod, ib.) 

^ The angry Laomeddn threatens, when Poseiddn and Apollo ask from 
him (at the expiration of their term of servitude) the stipulated wages of 
their labour, to cut off their ears and send them off to some distant iriands 
(Iliad, xxi. 454). Compare xxiv. 752, Odyss. xx. 385 ; xviii. S3. 

» Odyss. iv. 73 ; vii. S5 ; xxi. 61. Iliad, ii. 226 ; vi. 47. 

* See Millin, Mindralogie Homirique, p. 74. That there are, however, 
modes of tempering copper, so as to impart to it the hardness of steel, 
has been proved by the experiments of the Comte de Caylus. 
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use of iron for these objects belongs to a later age, though the 
“ Works and Days ” of Hesiod suppose this change to have been 
already introduced.^ 

The mode of fighting among the Homeric heroes is not less 
different from the historical times, than the material of -which 
their arms were composed. In historical Greece, the Hoplites, 
or heavy-armed infantry, maintained a close order and well- 
dressed line, charging the enemy with their spears protended 
at even distance, and coming thus to close conflict without 
breaking their rank : there were special troops, bowmen, slingers, 
&c. armed with missiles, but the hoplile had no weapon to 
employ in this manner. The heroes of the Iliad and Odyssey, 
on the contrary, habitually employ the spear as a missile, which 
they launch with tremendous force : each of them is mounted 
in his war-chariot drawn by two horses and calculated to con- 
tain the warrior and his charioteer; in which latter capacity a 
friend or comrade will sometimes consent to serve. Advancing 
in his chariot at full speed, in front of his own soldiers, he hurls 
his spear against the enemy : sometimes indeed he will fight on 
foot and hand to hand, but the chariot is usually near to receive 
him if he chooses, or to ensure his retreat. The mass of the 
Greeks and Trojans coming forward to the charge, without any 

The Massagetae employed only copper — no iron — ^for their weapons 
(Herodot. i. 215}. 

' Hesiod, 0 pp. Di. 150-420. The examination of the various matter.^ 
of antirjuily discoverable throughout the north of Europe, as published by 
the Antiquarian Society of Copenhagen, recognises a distinction of three 
successive ages : — i. Implements and arms of stone, bone, wood, &c. ; 
little or no use of metals at all ; clothing made of skins. 2. Implements 
and arms of copper and gold, or rather bronze and gold ; little or no silver 
or iron. Articles of gold and electnim are found belonging to tbjs age, 
but none of silver, nor any evidences of writing. 3. The age which follows 
this has belonging to it arms of iron, articles of silver, end some Runic 
inscriptions : it is the last age of northern paganism, immediately preceding 
the introduction of Christianity (I.eitfadcn zur Nbrdischen Alteithums- 
kunde, pp. 31, 57, 63, Copenhagen, 1837). 

The Homeric age coincides with the second of these two periods. 
Silver is comparatively little mentioned in Homer, while both bronze and 
gold are familiar metals. Iron also is rare, and seems employed only for 
agricullutal purooses — Xpti<r 6 y rt, ri ikis, 8’ 

(Iliad, vi. 485 Odyss. il. 338 J xiii- IS®)- The xi««foxios and the x<AHeis 
are both mentioned in Homer, but workers in silver and iron are not 
known by any special name (Odyss. iii. 425-436). 

“The hatchet, ivimble, plane, and level, are the tools menfioned by 
Homer, who appears to have been unacquainted with the saw, the square, 
and the compass.” (Gilles, Hist, of Greece, chap. u. p. 6r.) 

The Gauls known to Polybius, seemingly the Cisalpine Gauls only, 
possessed all their property in cattle and gold— sol xgwtfr,— on 
account of the easy transportability of both (Polyb. ii. 17). 
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regular step or evenly-maintained line, make their attack in the 
same way by hurling their spears. Each chief wears habitually 
a long sword and a short dagger, besides his two spears to be 
launched forward — the spear being also used, if occasion serves, 
as a weapon for thrust. Every man is protected by shield, 
helmet, breastplate and greaves : but the armour of the chiefs 
is greatly superior to that of the common men, while they them- 
selves are both stronger and more expert in the use of their 
weapons. There are a few bowmen, as rare exceptions, but 
the general equipment and proceeding is as here described; 

Such loose array, immortalised as it is in the Iliad, is familiar 
to every one; and the contrast which it presents, with those 
inflexible ranks and that irresistible simultaneous charge which 
bore down the Persian throng at Platsea and Kunaxa,i is such 
as to illustrate forcibly the general difference between heroic 
and historical Greece. While in the former, a few splendid 
figures startd forward in prominent relief, the remainder being 
a mere unorganised and inefiective mass — in the latter, these 
units have been combined into a system, in which every man, 
officer and soldier, has his assigned place and duty, and the 
victory, when gained, is the joint work of all. Pre-eminent 
individual prowess is indeed materially abridged, if not wholly 
excluded — no man can do more than maintain his station in 
the line.® But on the other hand, the grand purposes, aggres- 
sive or defensive, for which alone arms are taken up, become 
more assured and easy ; while long-sighted combinations of the 
general are rendered for the first time practicable, when he has 
a disciplined body of men to obey him. In tracing the picture 
of civil society, we have to remark a similar transition — we pass 
from Hfiraklfis, ThSseus, Jasdn, Achilles, to Soldo, Pythagoras 
and Periklds — from “the shepherd of his people,” (to use the 
phrase in which Homer depicts the good side of the Heroic 
king,) to the legislator who introduces, and the statesman who 

^ Tyrtseus, in his military ei^ressions, seems to conceive the Homeric 
mode of hurling the spear as still prevalent — t 6 pv S’eM^fuDs fidWaures 
(Fragm. ix. Gaisford). Either he had bis mind prepossessed with the 
Homeric array, or else the close order and conjunct spears of the hoplites 
had not yet been introduced during the second Messenian war. 

Thiersch and _ Schneldewin would substitute icdWayres in place of 
fidWoi^es. Euripides (Androm. 695) has a similar expression, yet it does 
not apply well to noplites ; for one of the virtues of the hoplite consisted in 
carrying his spear steadily : Sopdraiy Klyritris betokens a disorderly march 
and the want of steady courage and self-possession. See the remarks of 
Brasidas upon the ranks of the Athenians under Kleon at Amphipolis 
(Thucyd. V. 6). 

® Eurlpid. Andromach. 696. 
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maintains, a preconcerted system by which willing citizens con- 
sent to bind themselves. If commanding individual ^!l1pn ^ is 
not always to be found, the whole community is so trained as 
to be able to maintain its course under inferior leaders; the 
rights as well as the duties of each citizen being predetermined 
in the social order, according to principles more or less wisely 
laid down. The contrast is similar, and the transition equally 
remarkable, in the civil as in the military picture. In fact, the 
military organisation of the Grecian republics is an element of 
the greatest importance in respect to the conspicuous part whidi 
they have played in human affairs — ^their superiority over other 
contemporary nations in this respect being hardly less striking 
than it is in many others, as we shall have occasion to see in 
a subsequent stage of this history. 

Even at the most advanced point of their tactics, the Greeks 
could effect little against a walled city. Still less effective were 
the heroic weapons and array for such an undertaking as a siege. 
Fortifications are a feature of the age deserving considerable 
notice. There was a time, we are told, in which the primitive 
Greek towns or villages derived a precarious security, not from 
their walls, but merely from sites lofty and difficult of access. 
They were not built immediately upon the shore, or close upon 
any convenient landing-place, but at some distance Inland, on a 
rock or elevation which could not be approached without notice 
or scaled without difficulty. It was thought sufficient at’ that 
time to guard against piratical or marauding surprise : but as 
the state of society became assured — as the chance of sudden 
assault comparatively diminished and industry increped — these 
uninviting abodes were exchanged for more convenient sites on 
the plain or declivity beneath 3 or a portion of the latter was 
enclosed vrithin larger boundaries and joined on to the original 
foundation, which thus became the Acropolis of the new town. 
Thebes, Athens, Argos, &c. belonged to die latter class of citira; 
but there were in many parts of Greece deserted sites on hill- 
tops, still retaining even in historical times the traces of former 
habitation, and some of them still bearing the name of the old 
towns, irinong the mountainous parts of Krfite, in .rEgina and 
Rhodes, in portions of Mount Ida and Parnassus, similar 
remnants might be perceived,^ 

1 'H in .ffigina (Herodot. vi. 88) 5 ’A/mnrdJuu« in Samns 

(Polysen. i, 23, 2 } Etymol. Mag. y. 'A<rrmtd\<m : it became seemingly the 
acropolis of the subsequent eiQ'. 

About die deserted sites in the lofty regions of KrSte, see Theophrastus, 
de Ventis, v. 12, ed. St^eider, p, 702. 
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Probably in such primitive hill villages, a continuous circle 
of wall would hardly be required as an additional means of 
defence, and would often be rendered very difficult by the 
rugged nature of the ground. But Thucydides represents the 
earliest Greeks — those whom he conceives anterior to the Trojan 
war — as living thus universally in unfortified villages chiefly on 
account of their poverty, rudeness, and thorough carelessness 
for the morrow. Oppressed and held apart from each other by 
perpetual fear, they had not yet contracted the sentiment of 
fixed abodes — they were unwilling even to plant fruit-trees 
because of the uncertainty of gathering the produce — and w’ere 
always ready to dislodge, because there was nothing to gain by 
staying, and a bare subsistence might be had any where. He 
compares them to the mountaineers of .lEtolia and of the Ozolian 
Lokris in his own time, who dwelt in their unfortified hill 
villages with little or no inter-communication, always armed 
and fighting, and subsisting on the produce of their cattle and 
their woods ^ — clothed in undrest hides, and eating raw meat. 

The picture given by Thucydides, of these very early and 

The site of ^a^.al<rlc1]l|lts in Mount Ida , — iirdvai Kffiptivas /tori rh fusTeap- 
irarrov t^s 'iJii} (Strabo, xiii. p. 607) ; Stntpov Kwrurtpa crraStois 
i^dlKODTa els tV vvy SKptjiiy jitr<fKl(r 9 i\iriai, Paphos in Cyprus was the same 
distance below the ancient PalEe-Paphos (Strabo, xiv. p. 683). 

Near Mantineia in Arcadia was situated 6 pos iy rf ireSCip, rd Ipehrm frt 
NavTivdas txoy 4 /iX®f«r' (eo\«?Toi 8* rb x®/’!®*' ilf^&y TlrdKts 
(Pausan. viii. ta, 4). See a similar statement about the lofty sites of 
the ancient town of Orchomenus (in Arcadia) (Pans. viii. 13, 3), of 
Nonokris (viii. 17, 5), of Lusi (viiL 18, 3), Lykoieia on Parnassus (Paus. 
X. 6, 2 i Strabo, ix. p. 418). 

Compare also Plato, Le^. iii. 2, p. 678-679), who traces these lofty and 
craggy dwellings, general among the earliest Grecian townships, to the 
commencement of numan society after an extensive deluge, which had 
covered ail the lower grounds and left only a few survivors. 

^ Thucyd. i. 2. SoImtcu ybp fi pvy KaKou/iitni, oi wdxai Pefiatus 

oiKovpieyri, ixx 4 litravaaritna re oiaai rh wpirepa, krI heeurroi rf/y 

laurSy iLToKehtovres, /Siaf^^ievoi iv 6 rivay 4 «l ie\ei 6 vuy rijs yhp ip-iroptas 
ovK oSffriy, oiS’ dwi/uyyiyres iSeSs iKhiiKois, otre /car 4 yijy otre Si 4 
9 a\da<nis, vtpdpLtyai Sb t 4 alray ^Kturroi ttroy tiroCpy, krI jreptovtrluv 
Xpn/piroiy able ?x®>''r®s ®^*^ ifi” ^uredoiTes, iiSu^®)' by hrire ns iire\diiy, 
icai Areixlrruy S/ta ivray, tK\os iipcupdicriTai, r^s re xa0’ iiptipay dvayiettlov 
rpo^s wayraxov tty ^yaifieyoi iiriitpttre'ty, ov hvewtimivTo, kiH Si’ 

eArb aSre /leyiSei mS\eay taxeev, oSre rf SxXji srapatneev^. 

About the distant and unfortified villages and rude habits of the 
Altolians and Lokrians, see Thucyd. in. 94 ; Pausan. x. 38, 3 ; also of the 
Cisalpine Gauls, Polyb. ii. 17. 

Both Thucydidfis and Anstotle seem to have conemved the .Homeric 
period as mainly analogous to the pdpfiapoi of their own day— A 4 et S’ 

’ itpurroriKsts Kiyav, Srt toirutr 4«1 miefO/iTipos cTa ify rdre- ijy Si rotaSra 
t 4 wa\ai 4 oSdvep ml yuv iy rots $apffdpois (Schol. Iliad, x. i^t). 
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unrecorded times, can only be taken as conjectural — the con- 
jectures indeed of a statesman and a philosopher, — generalised 
too, in part, from the many particular instances of contention 
and expulsion of chiefs which he found in the old legendary 
poems. The Homeric poems, however, present to us a different 
picture. They recognise walled towns; fixed abodes, strong 
local attachments, hereditary individual properly in land, vine- 
j'ards planted and carefully cultivated, established temples of 
the gods, and splendid palaces of the chiefs.^ The description 
of Thucydides belongs to a lower form of society, and bears 
more analogy to that which the poet himself conceives as anti- 
quated and barbarous — to the savage Cyclopes who dwell on 
the tops of mountains, in hollow caves, without the plough, 
without vine or fruit culture, without arts or instruments — or to 
the primitive settlement of Dardanus son of Zens, on the higher 
ground of Ida, while it was reserved for his descendants and 
successors to found the hol^ Ilium on the plain.® Ilium or 
Troy represents the perfection of Homeric society. It is a 
consecrated spot, containing temples of the gods as well as the 
palace of Priam, and sunounded by walls which are the fabric 
of the gods ; while the antecedent form of ruder society, which 
the poet briefly glances at, is the parallel of that which the 
theory of Thucydidfis ascribes to his own early semi-barbarous 
ancestors. 

Walled towns serve thus as one of the evidences, that a lar^e 
part of the population of Greece had, even in the Homenc 
times, reached a level higher than that of the .^tolians 
and Lokrians of the days of Thucydides. The remains of 
MykSnss and Tiryns demonstrate the massy and Cyclopian style 
of architecture employed in those early days : but we may re- 
mark, that while modem observers seem inclined to treat the 
remains of the former as very imposing, and significant of a 
great princely family, Thucydides, on the contrary, speaks of it 
as a small place, and labours to elude the inference, which 
might be deduced from its insignificant size, in disproof of the 
grandeur of Agamemndn.® Such fortifications supplied a means 

* Odyss. vi. ro ; respecting Nausithous, past king of the Fhxakians — 

’Kn4>X it Tctxor xat cXicms, 

Kal vxioit ieuv, ffol iiairowr’ opoitpor. 

The vineyard, olive-ground and garden of LaSrtes, is a model of careful 
cultivation (Odyss. xxiv. 3.^5) j see also the shield of Achilles (Iliad, xviii. 
541-580), and the Kalydonian plain (Iliad, ix. 575). 

* Odyss. X. 106-115 ; Iliad, xx. 216. 

® Thucyd. i 10. Kol 6 t« /iiy Mvicriyat /tiKphy ijy, ^ rf ri ray T<Jrf 
irii\iir|Ua jui) tJyai, &C. 

VOT.. II. 


Q 
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of defence incomparably superior to those of attack. Indeed, 
even in historical Greece, and after the invention of battering 
engines, no city could be taken except by surprise or blockade, 
or by ruining the country around, and thus depriving the in- 
habitants of their means of subsistence. And in the tvvo great 
sieges of the legendary time, Troy and ThSbes, the former is 
captured by the sttatagem of the wooden horse, while the latter 
is evacuated by its citizens, under the warning of tire gods, after 
their defeat in the field. 

This decided superiority of the means of defence over those 
of attack, in rude ages, has been one of the grand promotive 
causes both of the growth of civic life, and of the general march 
of human improvement. It has enabled the progressive portions 
of mankind not only to maintain their acquisitions against the 
predatory instincts of the ruder and poorer, and to surmount 
the difficulties of incipient organisation, — but ultimately, when 
their organisation has been matured, both to acquire predo- 
minance, and to uphold it imtil their own disciplined habits have 
in part passed to their enemies. The important truth here 
stated is illustrated not less by the history of ancient Greece, 
than by tliat of modern Europe during the middle ages. The 
Homeric chief, combining superior rank with superior force, 
and ready to rob at every convenient opportunity, greatly re- 
sembles the feudal baron of the middle ages j but circumstances 
absorb him more easily into a city life, and convert the inde- 
pendent potentate into the member of a governing aristocracy.^ 

r Nttgelsbach, Homerische Theologie, Abschn. v, sect. 54. Hesiod 
strongly condemns robbery — Air iyaSii, Spirof Si Kaiefi, Saviroio S 6 rtifa 
( 0 pp. Di. 356, comp. 320} ; but die sentiment of the Grecian heroic 
poetry seems not to go against it— it is looked upon as a natural employ- 
ment of superior force — S’ &yaSo\ SetK&v <jrl Siuras iaetv ( Athenai, 
y. p. 17S ; comp. Pindar, Fiagm. 48, ed. Dissen.) : the long spear, sword 
and breastplate, of the Kxetan Hybreas, constitute his wealth (Skolion 27, 
p. 877 i Poet. Lyric, ed. Bergk), wherewith he ploughs and reaps — ^while 
the unwarlike, who dare not or cannot wield these weapons, fall at his feet, 
and call him The Great King. The feeling is different in the later age of 
Demetrius PoliorkItSs (about 3to B.C.) ; in the Ithyphallic Ode addressed 
to him at his entrance into Athens, robbery is treated as worthy only of 
.Stolians — 

KvnoiKuvtni yAp ipTrScat rh^rSiv ir^r, 

Nvvl Stf, fcat irdppu. — 

(Poet. Lyr. xxv. p. 453, ed. Schneid.) 

The robberies of powerful men, and even highway robbeiw generally, 
found considerable approving sentiment in the middle ages. ''All Europe 
(observes Mr. Hallam, Hist. Mid. Ag, cb. viii. part 3, p. 247) was a scene 
of Intestine anarchy during the middle ages ; and though England was iar 
less exposed to the scourge of private war {.ban most nations on the conti- 
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Traffic by sea continued to be beset with danger from pirates, 
long after it had become tolerably assured by land: the “wet 
ways" have always been the last resort of lawlessness and 
violence, and the ^gean in particular has in all times suffered 
more than other waters under this calamity. 

Aggressions of the sort here described were of course most 
numerous in those earliest times when the ^gean was not yet 
an Hellenic sea, and when many of the Cyclades were occupied, 
not by Greeks, but by Karians — ^perhaps by Phoenicians : the 
number of Xarian sepulchres discovered in the sacred island of 
Delus seems to attest such occupation as an historical fact.^ 
According to the legendary account, espoused both by 
Herodotus and by Thucydides, it was the Kretan Minds who 
subdued these islands and established his sons as rulers in 
them j either expelling the Karians or reducing them to servi- 
tude and tribute.® Thucydidds presumes that he must of 
course have put down piracy, in order to enable his tribute to be 
remitted in safety, like the Athenians during the time of their 
hegemony.® Upon the legendary thalassocraty of Minds I have 

nent, we should find, could we recover the local annals of every country, 
such an accumulation of petty rapine and tumult, as would almost alienate 
us from the liberty which served to engender it. . . . Hi ghw ay robbery 
was from the earliest times a sort of nauonal crime. . . . We know how 
long the outlaws of Sherwood lived in tradition ; men who, like some of 
theur betters, have been permitted to redeem by a few acts of generosity 
the just ignominy of extensive crimes. These indeed were the heroes of 
vulgar applause ; but when such a judge as Sir John Fortescue could exult, ' 
that more Englishmen were hanged for robbery in one year than French in 
seven — and that, Englishman be poor, and see another having riches, 

which may be iahen from him by might, he will net spare to do so, — ^it may 
be perceived how thoroughly these sentiments bad pervaded the public 
mind.” 

The robberies habitually committed by the noblesse of France and 
Germany daring the middle ages, so much worse than anything in England 
— and those of the Highland chiefe even in later times— are too well known 
to need any references ; as to France, an ample catalogue is set fonh In 
Dulaure’s ilistoire de la Noblesse (Faris, The confederations of the 

German cities chiefly originated in the necessity of keeping the roads 
and rivers open for the transit of men and goods against the nobles who 
infested the high roads. Scaliger might have found a parallel to the 
Xvaral of the heroic ages in the noblesse of la Rouergue as it stood even in 
the l6lh century, whidi he thus describes In Comitatu Rodezpesami, 
sunt : nobilitas ibi latrocinatur j nee possunt reprimi" (ap. Dulaure, c. 9}. 

, 1 Thucyd. i. 4, 8. rfis ruv BaKiifiriis, 

,» Herodot. i. 171 ; Thucyd. i. 4-8. Isokxatgs (Fanathonaic. p, 441) 
takes credit to Athens for having fiiiaily expelled the Karians out of these 
islands at the time of the Ionic emigration. 

® Thucyd. 1 . 4. r 6 tt \pffTUch» 4 * 

taoy iiHvaro, rov rht rpeabSovt /caM-ov Ifoni airf. 
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already remarked in another place ; ^ it is sufficient here to re- 
peat, that in the Homeric poems (long subsequent to Minds in 
the current chronology) we find piracy both frequent and held 
in honourable estimation, as Thucydidds himself emphatically 
tells us — remarking moreover that the vessels of those early 
days were only half-decked, built and equipped after the 
piratical fashion,*^ in a manner upon which the nautical men of 
his time looked back with disdain. Improved and enlarged 
shipbuilding, and the trireme, or ship with three banks of oars, 
common for warlike purposes during the Persian invasion, began 
only with the grooving skill, activity and importance of the 
Corinthians, three quarters of a century after the first Olympiad.® 
Corinth, even in the Plomeric poems, is distinguished by the 
epithet of wealthy, which it acquired principally from its re- 
markable situation on the Isthmus, and from its two harbours 
of Lechasum and Kenchrese, the one on the Corinthian, the 
other on the Sardnic gulf. It thus supplied a convenient con- 
nexion between Epirus and Italy on the one side, and the 
.^gean sea on the other, without imposing upon the unskilful 
and timid navigator of those days the necessity of circumnavi- 
gating Peloponnfisus. 

The extension of Grecian traffic and shipping is manifested 
by a comparison of the Homeric with the Hesiodic poems ; in 
respect to knowledge of places and countries — the latter being 
probably referable to dates between b.c. 740 and B.c. 640. In 
Homer, acquaintance is shown (the accuracy of such ac- 
quaintance however being exaggerated by Strabo and other 
friendly critics) with continental Greece and its neighbouring 
islands, with Krfite and the principal islands of the iEgean, and 
mth Thrace, the Troad, the Hellespont, and Asia Minor be- 
tween Paphlagonia northward and Lykia southward. The 
Sikels are mentioned in the Odyssey, and Sikania in the last 
book of that poem, but nothing is said to evince a knowledge 
of Italy or the realities of the western world. Libya, Egypt and 
Phoenike, are known by name and by vague hearsay, but the 
Nile is only mentioned as “ the river Egypt : ” while the Euxine 
sea is not mentioned at all.* In the Hesiodic poems, on the 

* See vol. i. chap. xii. 

® Thucyd. i. 10. TroXai^ XvimK^fpoii vapetrKivcuru 4 m- 

‘ Thuc^. i. 13. 

* See Voeldter, Homerische Geographie, ch. Hi. sect. SS-^S- He has 
brought to bear much learning and ingenuity to identify the places visited 
by Qdysseus with real lands, but the attempt is not successful. Compare 
also Ukert, Horn. Geog. vol. i. p. 14, and the valuable treatises of J. 11 . 
Voss, Wtltkunde, annexed to the second volume of hi'' Kritisr.he 
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other hand, the Nile, the Ister, the Phasis and the Eridanus, 
are aU specified by name;* Mount ^Etna, and the island of 
Ortygia near to Syracuse, the Tyrrhenians and Ligurians in the 
west, and the Scythians in the north, were also noticed.® In- 
deed within forty years after the first Olympiad, the cities of 
Korkyra and Syracuse were founded from Corinth — the first of 
a numerous and powerful series of colonies, destined to impart 
a new character both to the south of Italy and to Sicily. 

In reference to the astronomy and physics of the Homeric 
Greek, it has already been remarked that he connected together 
the sensible phsenomena which form the subject matter of these 
sciences by threads of religious and personifying fancy, to which 
the real analogies among them were made subordinate; and 
that these analogies did not begin to be studied by themselves, 
apart from the religious element by which they had been at 
first overlaid, until the age of Thales, coinciding as that period 
did with the increased opportunities for visiting Egypt and the 
interior of Asia. The Greeks obtained access in both of these 
countries to an enlarged stock of astronomical observations, to 
the use of the gnomon or sun-dial,® and to a more exact deter- 
mination of the length of the solar year * than that which served 

Blatter (Stuttgard, l8a8), p. 245-413. Voss is the father of just views 
respecting Homenc geography. 

* Hesiod, Theog. 338-340. 

* Hesiod, Tlicogon. 1016} Hesiod, Fragm. 190-194, ed. Gottlingi 
Strabo, i. p. 16 ; vii. p. 300. Compare Vkert, Geograpbie der Uiiechen 
und Romer, i. p. 37. 

* The Greeks learnt from the Babylonians mfAav xat yy^/uya xai ri 
iviiSexa /lipta rSr ^/lipris (Herodot. ii. lOp)- The word w6\oy means 
the same as horologium, the circular plate upon which the vertical gnoition 
projected its shadow, marked so as to indicate the hour of the day — twelve 
hours between sunrise and sunset : see Idelen Handbuch der Chronologie, 
vol. i. p. 233. Respecting the opinions of Thales, see the same work, 
part ii. p. 18-57 ; Plutarch, de Placit. Philosopher, ii. c. 12 ; Aristot. de 
Coelo, it. 13. Costard, Rise and Progress of Astronomy among the 
Ancients, p, 99. 

* We have very little information respecting the early Grecian mode of 
computing time, and we know that though all the different states computed 
by lunar periods, yet most, If not nil, of them had different names of 
months as well as different days of beginning and ending their months. 
All their immediate computations however were made ^ months j the 
lunar period was their immediate standard of reference ior determining 
their festivals and for other purposes, the solar period being resorted to 
only as a coirecfive, to bring the some months constantly into the same 
seasons of the year. Their original month had thirty days, and was 
divided into three decades, as it continued to be during the times of 
historical Athens (Hesiod, 0 pp. Di, 766), In order to bring this lunar 
period more nearly into harmony with the sun, they interemated every 
second year an additional month : so that their years included alternately 
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as the basis of their various lunar periods. It is pretended that 
Thales was the first who predicted an eclipse of the sun — not 
indeed accurately, but with large limits of error as to the time 
of its occurrence — and that he also possessed so profound an 
acquaintance with meteorological phsenomena and probabilities, 
as to be able to foretell an abundant crop of olives for the 
coming year, and to realise a large sum of money by an olive 
speculation.^ From Thales downward we trace a succession of 
astronomical and physical theories, more or less successful, 
into which I do not intend here to enter. It is sufficient at 
present to contrast the father of the Ionic philosophy with the 
times preceding him, and to mark the first commencement of 
scientific prediction among the Greeks, however imperfect at 
the outset, as distinguished from the inspired dicta of prophets 
or oracles, and from those special signs of the purposes of the 
gods, which formed the habitual reliance of the Homeric man.** 
We shall see these two modes of anticipating the future — one 
based upon the philosophical, the other upon the religious 
appreciation of nature — running simultaneously on throughout 
Grecian history, and sharing between them in unequal portions 
the empire of the Greek mind ; the former acquirmg both 
greater predominance and wider application among the 
intellectual men, and partially restricting, but never abolish- 
ing, the spontaneous employment of the latter among the 
vulgar. 

twelve months and thirteen months, each month of thirty days. This 
peiiod was called a Dieteiis — sometimes a Trieteiia. Solon is said to have 
first introduced the fashion of montirs diifering in length, varying alternately 
from thirty to twenty-nine day.s. It appears however that l-Icrodolus had 
present to his mind the Dieteric ryole, or years alternating between 
thirteen months and twelve months (each month of thirty days), and no 
other (Herodot. i. 32 ; compare ii. 104). As astronomical knowledge 
improved, longer and more elaborate periods were calculated, exhibiting 
a nearer correspondence between an integral nnmber of lunations and an 
integral number of solar years, first, we find a peiiod of four years : 
next, the Oclaeteris, or period of eight year.s, or ninety-nine lunar months: 
lastly, the Metunic period of nineteen years, or 235 lunar months. How 
fur any of these larger periods were ever legally authorised or brought into 
civil usage even at Athens, is matter of much doubt. See Ideler, Uber 
die Astronomischen Beobachtungen der Alten, p. 175-195 ; Macrobius, 
Saturnal. i. 13. 

1 Herodot. i. 74 j Aristot. Polit. i 4, 5. 

* Odyss. iii. 173 — 

"^Tioiuv SI BAv ^vnv ripaf atrip Sy" 

KoX irAayo; piAav •» El!/9iiiai> 

Tipvtiv, &C, 

Compare Odyss. xx. 100; lUiad, i, 62; Eniip. Suppl. 216-230. 
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Neither coined money, nor the art of writing,^ nor paint- 
ing nor sculpture, nor imaginative architecture, belong to the 
Homeric and Hesiodic times. Such rudiments of arts, destined 
ultimately to acquire great development in Greece, as may have 
existed in these early days, served only as a sort of nucleus to 
the fancy of the poet, to shape out for himself the fabulous 
creations ascribed to Hephaestus or Daedalus. No statues of 
the gods, not even of wood, are mentioned in the Homeric 
poems. All the many varieties, in Grecian music, poetry and 
dancing — the former chiefly borrowed from Lydia and Phrygia 
— date from a period considerably later than the first Olympiad. 
Terpander, the earliest- musician whose date is assigned — and 
the inventor of the harp with seven strings instead of that with 
four strings — does not come until the 26th Olympiad, or 676 
B.C. : the poet Archilochus is nearly of the same date. The 
iambic and elegiac metres — the first deviations from the prim- 
itive epic strain and subject — do not reach up to the yea” 
700 B.C. 

It is this epic poetry which forms at once both the undoubted 
prerogative and the solitary jewel of the earliest sera of Greece. 
Of the many epic poems which existed in Greece during the 
eighth century before the Christian sera, none have been pre- 
served except the Iliad and Odyssey : the ^Ethiopis of Arktinus, 
the Ilias Minor of Lesches, the Cyprian Verses, the Capture of 
QEchalia, the Returns of the Heroes from Troy, the_ Th^bais 
and the Epigoni — several of them passing in antiquity under 
the name of Homer — have all been lost. But the two_ which 
remain are quite sufficient to demonstrate in the primitive 
Greeks, a mental organisation unparalleled in any other peoplei 
and powers of invenuon and ^ression which prepared, as well 
as foreboded, the future eminence of the nation in all the 
various departments to which thought and language can be ap- 
plied. Great as the power of thought afterwards became among 
the Greeks, their power of expression was still greater ; in the 
former, other nations have built upon their foundations and 
surpassed them— -in the latter they still remain uijrivalled. It 
is not too much to say that this flexible, emphatic and trans- 
parent character of the language as an instrument of coinmum- 
cation— its perfect aptitude for narrative and discussion, as 
well as for stirring all the veins of human emotion' without ever 
forfeiting that character of simplicity which adapts it to all men 

1 The <riiu«To \v7pil mentioned in Hiad, vi 168, if they prove Mythmg, 
are rather an evidence against, than for, the existence of alphabeUcal 
'writinc at the times when the Iliad was composed. 



232 History of Greece 

and all times — may be traced mainly to the existence and the 
wide-spread influence of the Iliad and Odyssey. To us these 
compositions are interesting as beautiful poems, depicting life 
and manners, and unfolding certain types of character, with the 
utmost vivacity and artlessness : to their original hearer, they 
possessed all these sources of attraction, together with others 
more powerful still, to which we are now strangers. Upon him 
they bore with the full weight and solemnity of history and re- 
ligion combined, while the charm of the poetry was only 
secondary and instrumental. The poet was then the teacher 
and preacher of the community, not simply the amuser of their 
leisure hours; they looked to him for revelations of the un- 
known past and for expositions of the attributes and dispen- 
sations of the gods, just as they consulted the prophet for his 
privileged insight into the future. The ancient epic comprised 
many different poets and poetical compositions, which fulfilled 
this [lurpose with more or less completeness. But it is the ex- 
clusive prerogative of the Iliad and Odyssey, that after the 
minds of men had ceased to be in full harmony with their 
original design, they yet retained their empire by the mere 
force of secondary excellences; while the remaining epics — 
though serving as food for the curious, and as storehouses 
for logographers, tragedians, and artists — never seem to have 
acquired very wide popularity even among ihtellectual 
Greeks. 

I shall, in the succeeding chapter, give some account of the 
epic cycle, of its relation to the Homeric poems, and of the 
general evidences respecting the latter, both as to antiquity and 
authorship. 


CHAPTER XXI 

GRECIAN EPIC — HOMERIC POEMS 

At the head of the once abundant epical compositions of 
Greece, most of them unfortunately lost, stand the Iliad and 
Odyssey, with the immortal name of Homer attached to each 
of them, embracing separate portions of the comprehensive 
legend of Troy. They form the type of what may be called the 
heroic epic of the Greeks, as distinguished from the genealogical, 
in which latter species some of the Hesiodic poems — the 
Catalogue of Women, the Eoiai, and the Naupaktia— stood 
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conspicuous. Poems of the Homeric character (if so it may be 
called, though the expression is very indefinite) — being confined 
to one of the great events or great personages of Grecian legend- 
ary antiquity, and comprising a limited number of characters 
all contemporaneous — made some approach, more or less 
successful, to a, certain poetical unity; while the Hesiodic 
poems, tamer in their spirit and unconfined both as to time 
and as to persons, strung together distinct events without any 
obvious view to concentration of interest — ^without legitimate 
beginning or end.^ Between these two extremes there were 
many gradations. Biographical poems, such as the Herakleia 
or Theseis, recounting all the principal exploits performed by 
one single hero, present a character intermediate between the 
two, but bordering more closely on the Hesiodic. Even the 
hymns to the gods, which pass under the name of Homer, are 
epical fragments, narrating particular exploits or adventures of 
the god commemorated. 

Both the didactic and the mystico-religious poetry of Greece 
began in Hexameter verse — the characteristic and consecrated 
measure of the epic : ® but they belong to a different species, 
and burst out from a different vein in the Grecian mind. It 
seems to have been the more common belief among the 
historical Greeks that such mystic effusions were more ancient 
than their narrative poems ; and that Orpheus, Musaeus, Linus, 
OlSn, Pamphus, and even Hesiod, &c., &c., the reputed com- 
posers of the former, were of earlier date than Homer. But 
there is no evidence to sustain this opinion, and the presump- 
tions are all against it. Those compositions, which in the 
sixth century before the Christian sera passed under the name 
of Orpheus and Musaeus, seem to have been unquestionably 
post-Homeric. We cannot even admit the modified conclusion 
of Hermann, Ulrici, and others, that the mystic poetry as 
a genus (putting aside the particular compositions falsely 
ascribed to Orpheus and others) preceded in order of time 
the narrative.® 

’ Aristot. Poet. c. 17-37. He points out and explains the superior 
structure trf the Iliad and Odyssey, as compared with the;sem-Honieric 
and biographical poems : but he takes no notice of the Hesiodic or genea- 
lomcal. 

® Aristot. Poetic, c. 41. He considers the Hexameter to be the natural 
measure of narrative poetry : any other would be unseemly. 

® Ulrici, Geschichte der Griechischen Epos, Ste Vorlesung, p. _9&-lo8 ; 
G. Hermann, Ueber Homer und Sappho, in his Opimcula, tom. vi. p. 89. 

The superior antiquity of Orpheus as compared with Homer passed as a 
received position to the classical Romans (Herat. Art. Poet. 392). 
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Besides the Iliad and Odyssey, we make out the titles of 
about thirty lost epic poems, sometimes with a brief hint of 
their contents. 

Concerning the legend of Troy there were five — the 
Cyprian Verses, the jiEthiopm and the Capture of Troy, 
both ascribed to Arktinus ; the Lesser Iliad, ascribed 
to Lesch^s j the Returns (of the Heroes from Troy), to which 
the name of Hagias of Troezfin is attached j and the Telegonia, 
by Eugammfin, a continuation of the Odyssey. Two poems — 
the Thebais and the Epigoni (perhaps two parts of one and the 
same poem) were devoted to the legend of Thfibes — the two 
sieges of that city by the Argeians. Another poem, called 
CEdipodia, had for its subject the tragical destiny of CEdipus 
and his family j and perhaps that which is cited as Eurfipia, or 
verses on Eurdpa, may have coniprehended the tale of her 
brother Kadmus, the mythical founder of Thfibes.* 

The exploits of PI^rakl6s were celebrated in two composi- 
tions, each called Hferakleia, by Kinacthfin and Pisander — 
probably also in many others of which the memory has not 
been preserved. The capture of (Echalia by Hfiraklfis formed 
the subject of a separate epic. Two other poems, the .Aigimius 
and the Minyas, are supposed to have been' founded on other 
achievements of this hero— the effective aid which he lent to 
the Dorian king iEgimius against the Lapithee, his descent to 
the under-world for the purpose of rescuing the imprisoned 
Th&seus, and his conquest of the city of the Miny®, the power- 
ful Orchomenus.® 

Other epic poems — thePhordnis, theDaqais, the Alkm®6nis, 
the Atthis, the Amazonia ® — we ^ow only by name. 'We can 
just guess obscurely at their ebntents so far as the name indi- 
cates. The Titanomachia, the Gigantomachia, and the Corin- 
thiaca, three compositions all ascribed to Eumglus, afford by 
means of their tides an idea somewhat clearer of the matter 
which they comprised. The Theogony asqribed to Hesiod 

^ Respecting these lost epics, see DUntzei, CoUectioa o£ the Fragmenta 
EtJicoi. Grsecorum ; WUllner, De Cyclo Epico, p, 43-66’; and Mr. pynes 
Clinton’s Chronology, vol.,iii. p. 349-359. 

® 'Welcker, Der Epische Kykhis, p. *56-266 ; Apolloddr, ii. 7, 7 ; 
Dioddr. iv, 37 ; O. MUllcr, Dorians, i. aS. 

• Welckcr (Der Epische ICyklus, p. 209) considers the Alkmredpis as 
the same with the Epigoni, and the Atthis of Hegesinotis the same with 
the Amazonia : in Sutdas (v. 'O/iiipot) the latter is among the poems ascribell ' 
to Homer. 

Leutsch (Thebaidos Cyclicse Reliquke, p. 12-14) views the Thebsis 
and the Epinoni as different parts of the same poem. 
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still exists, though partially corrupt and mutilated : but there 
seem to have been other poems, now lost, of the like import 
and title. 

Of the poems composed in the Hesiodic style, diffusive and 
full of genealogical detail, the principal were, the Catalogue of 
Women and the Great Eoiai ; the latter of which indeed seems 
to have been a continuation of the former. A large number of 
the celebrated women of heroic Greece were commemorated in 
these poems, one after the other, without any other than an 
arbitrary bond of connexion. The Marriage of K^yx — the 
Melampodia — and a string of fables called Astronomia, are 
further ascribed to Hesiod : and the poem above mentioned, 
called jEgimlus, is also sometimes connected with his name, 
sometimes with that of Kerkop. The Naupaktian Verses (so 
called probably from the birth-place of their author), and 
the genealogies of Kinsethdn and Asius, were compositions of 
the same rambling character, as far as we can judge from 
the scanty fragments remaining.^ The Orchomenian epic 
poet Chersias, of whom two lines only are preserved to 
us by Pausanias, may reasonably be referred to the same 
category.* 

The oldest of the epic poets, to whom any date, carrying 
with it the semblance of authority, is assigned, is Arktinus of 
MilStus, who is placed by Eusebius in the first Olympiad, and 
by Suidas ,in the ninth. Eugammdn, the author of the 
Telegonia, and the latest of the catalogue,* is placed in the 
fifty-third Olympiad,- b.c. 566. Between these two we find 
Asms and Lesch6s, about the thirtieth Olympiad, — a time when 
the vein of the ancient epic was diyillg up, and when other 
forms of poetry — elegiac, iambic, lyric and^choric — had either 
already arisen, or were on the point of arising, to compete 
with it.® 

It has already been stated in a former chapter, that in the 
early commencements of prose-writing, Hekateeus, Pherekydfis, 
and other logographers, made it jheir business to extract from 
the ancient fables something like a continuous narrative chrono- 
logically arranged. It was upon a principle somewhat analogous 
that.the Alexandrine literati, about the second century before 

* See the Fragments of Hcsio^ Eumiliu, ICinEethon, and Asius, in the 
collections of Marktscheffel, DUntzer, Gdttling and Gaisford. 

I have already, in going over the ground of Grecian legend, referred 
to all these lost poems in their proper places. 

* Fausan. ix. 38, 6 ; Plutarch, Sept. Sap. Conv, p, 156. 

» See Mr. CSinton’s Fasti Hellenid, about the date of Arktinus, 
voi. i. p. 350. 
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the Christian sera,^ arranged the multitude of old epic poets 
into a series founded on the supposed order of time in the 
events narrated — beginning with the intermarriage of Uranus 
and Gtea, and the Theogony — and concluding with the death 
of Odysseus by the hands of his son Telegonus. This collec- 
tion passed by the name of the Epic Cycle, and the poets, 
whose compositions were embodied in it, were termed Cycle 
poets. Doubtless the epical treasures of the Alexandrine 
library were larger than had ever before been brought together 
and submitted to men both of learning and leisure j so that 
multiplication of such compositions in the same museum 
rendered it advisable to establish some fixed order of perusal, 
and to copy them in one corrected and uniform edition.® It 
pleased the critics to determine precedence neither by antiquity 
nor by excellence of the compositions themselves, but by 
the supposed sequence of narmtive, so that the whole taken 
together constituted a readable aggregate of epical antiquity. 

Much obscurity ® exists, and many different opinions have 
been expressed, respecting this Epic Cycle : I view it, not as 

1 Perhaps Zenodotus, the superintendent of the Alexandrine library 
under Ptolemy Philadelphns, in the third century b.C. : there is a Scholion 
on Pkutus, published not many years ago by Osann, and since more fully 
by Ritschl, — “ Csecius in commento Comoedianim Aristophanis in Pluto— 
Alexander riUtoIus, et Lycophron Chalcidensis, et Zenodotus Ephesius, im- 
pulsu reels Ftolemmi, rhiladelphi cognomeuto, arris poeticae libros in 
unumcollegcrunt et in ordinem redegerunt ; Alexander tragoedios, Lycophron 
comoidias, Zenodotus vero Homeri poemata et reliquorum illustrium 
poetarum.” See Lange, Ueber die Elykiischen Dichter, p. 56 (Mainz. 
1837) ; Welcker, Der Epische ICyklus, p. 8 ; Ritschl, Die Alexandrinischen 
Sibliotheken, p. 3 (Breslau, 1838}. 

Lange disputes the sufGciencw of this passage as proof that Zenodotus was 
the framer of the Epic Cycle ; his grounds are however unsatisfacloiy to me. 

® That there existed a cyclic copy or edition of the Odyssey (^ KvicXnri)) 
is proved by two passages in the Scholia (xvl. 195 i xvii. 25), with Bocckh’s 
remark in Bnttmann's edition : this was the Odyssey copied or edited along 
with the other poems of the cycle. 

Our word to edit — ox edition — suggests ideas not exactly suited to the 
proceedings of the Alexandrine library, in which we cannot expect to find 
anything like what is now called puiiieatioa. That magnificent establish- 
ment, possessing a large collection of epical manuscripts, and ample means 
of every kind at command, would naturally desire to have these compositions 
put hi order and corrected by skilful hands, and then carefully copied for 
the use of the library. Such copy constitutes the cyclic edition; they might 
perhaps cause or permit duplicates to be made, but the ixSotrn or edition 
was complete without them. 

* Respecting the great confusion in which the Epic Cycle is involved, 
see the striking declaration of Buttmann, Addenda ad Scholia in Odysseura, 
p. 575 : compare the opinions of the diSerent critics, as enumerated at the 
end of Welckeris treatise, Kpisch. Kyk. p. 420-453, 
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an exclusive canon, but simply as an all-comprehensive classifi- 
cation, with a new edition founded thereupon. It would include 
all the epic poems in the libr:^ older than the Telegonia, and 
apt for continuous narrative ; it would exclude only two classes 
— first, the recent epic poets, such as Panyasis and Antimachus ; 
next, the genealogical and desultory poems, such as the Cata- 
logue of Women, the Eoiai, and others, which could not be 
made to fit in to any chronological sequence of events.^ Both 
the Iliad and the Odyssey were comprised in the Cycle, so that 
the denomination of cyclic poet did not originally or designedly 
carry with it any association of contempt. But as the great and 
capital poems were chiefly spoken of by themselves, or by the 
title of their OAvn separate authors, so the general name of 
poets of t?u Cycle came gradually to be applied only to the 
worst, and thus to imply vulgarity or common-place ; the more 
so as many of the inferior compositions included in the collec- 
tion seem to have been anonymous, and their authors in conse- 
quence describable only under some such common designation 
as that of the cyclic poets. It is in this manner that we are 
to explain the disparaging sentiment connected by Horace 
and otlrers with the idea of a cyclic writer, though no such 
sentiment was implied in the original meaning of the Epic Cycle. 

The poems of the Cycle were thus mentioned in contrast and 


^ Our inrorrnation respecting the Epic Cycle is derived from Eulychius 
Froclus, a literary man of Sicca daring the second century of the Christian 
sera, and tutor of Marcus Antoninus (Jul. Capitolin. Vit. Marc. c. 2 ) — 
not from Proclus, called Diadochus, the new-Flatonic philosopher of the 
fifth century, sis Heyne, Mr. Clinton, and others have imagined. The 
fragments from his work called Chrestomathia give arguments of several of 
the lost cyclic poems connected with the siege of Troy, communicating 
the important fact that the Iliad and Odyssey were included in the cycle, 
and giving the following description of the principle upon which it was 
arranged : — Aia\afi/3(iv« Si nepl roS \eya/ttyov irwoS /ciicKiiv, hs Spxt^nt 
flip ix rijs OipowS sal Tss SfwXoTaufUvin nl(e<us . ... laH npaxaSrat i 
tiriKhs KiK\os, is Sia^6puy iroiirrUy avfmKiipailKyos, pttxpt rtit 4iro/3(f<re»r 
’OSvirtrfws .... Atyfi 81 iis rov i7n«aS xiicAov rh vortiiuvra tuurA(tTat 
KolovrouMfpr«TotsiroAX<>rs,oix®®™®ATi)»’4/)eT<«', i>s Slii^viKflAeuSfBV 
T&y iy aiTj) irpay/nivav (ap. Photium, cod. 239)' 

This much-commented passf^e, while it clearly marks out the cardinal 
principle of the Epic Cyde (ducaXovSla vpayialray), neither afBrms nor denies 
wything respecting the excellence of the constituent poems. Proclus 
speaks of the taste common in his own time (oirowScffn-ju rots xoKAoU ) : 
there was not much relish in his time for these poems as such, hut people 
were much interested in the sequence of epical events. 

The abstracts, which he himself drew up in the form of arenments of 
several poems, show that he adapted himself to this taste. We cannot 
collect from his words that he intended to express any opinion of his own 
respecting the goodness or badness of the cyclic poems. 
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aatithesis with Horner,^ though originally the Iliad and Odyssey 
had both been included among them : and this alteration of the 
meaning of the word has given birth to a mistake as to the 
primary purpose of the classification, as if it had been designed 
especially to part off the inferior epic productions from Homer. 
But while some critics are disposed to distinguish the cyclic 
poets too pointedly from Homer, I conceive that Welcker goes 
too much into the other extreme, and identifies the cycle too 
closely with that poet. He construes it as a classification 
deliberately framed to comprise all the various productions of 
the Homeric epic, with its unity of action and comparative 
paucity both of persons and adventures — as opposed to the 
Hesiodic epic, crowded >vith separate persons and pedigrees, 
and destitute of central action as well as of closing catastrophe. 
This opinion does indeed coincide to a great degree with the 
fact, inasmuch as few of the Hesiodic epics appear to have 
been included in the Cycle. To say that tione were included, 
would be too much, for we cannot venture to set aside either 

^ The gradual growth of a contemptuous feeling towards the icriptor 
cycHcus (Hotat. Ars Poetic. t36), which was not onginally implied in the 
name, is well set forth by Lange (Ueber die Kyklisch. Dicht. p. 53-56). 

Both Lange (p. 36-41) however and Ulrici (Ge»chichte des Griech. 
Epos, ote Vorles. p. 418) adopt another opinion with respect to the cycle, 
which I think unsupported and inadmissible, — that the several constituent 
poems Were not received into it entire (>. e. with only such changes as 
were requisite for a corrected text), but cut down and abridged in such 
manner as to produce an sxact continuity of narrative. Lange even imagines 
that the cyclic Odyssey was thus dealt with. But there seems no evidence 
to countenance tms theory, which would convert the Alexandrine literati 
from critics into logo^imers. That the cyclic Iliad and Odyssey were 
the same in the main Allowing for corrections of text) as the common Iliad 
and Odyssey, is shown by the fact, that Proclus merely names them in the 
series without giving any abstract of their contents j they were too well 
known to render such a process necessary. Nor does either the language 
of Proclus or that of Csecius as applied to l^nodotus, indicate any trans- 
formation applied to the poets whose works are described to have been 
brought together and put into a certain order. 

The hypothesis of Lange is founded upon the idea that the (i,Ko\ov 9 la rrpoy- 
fiiraiv) continuity of narrated events must necessarily have been exact and 
without break, as if the whole constituted one work. But this would not 
be poadUle, let the framers do wljat they might : moreover, in the attempt, 
the individuality of all the constituent poets must have been sacrificed, 
in such manner dmt it would be absurd to discuss their separate merits. 

The continuity of narrative in the Epic Cycle could not have been more 
than approximative,'-as complete as the poems composing it would admit : 
nevertheless it would be correct to say that the poems were arranged in 
aeries upon this principle and upon no other. The librarians might have 
arranged in like manner the vast mass of tragedies in their, possession 
(if they had chosen to do so) upon the principle of sequence in Ihe subjects i 
bad they done so, the series would have formed a 7 ‘rape Cycle, 
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the Theogony or the ^gimius ; but we may account for their 
absence perfectly well without supposing any design to exclude 
them, for it is obvious that their rambling character (like that 
of the Metamorphoses of Ovid) forbade the possibility of in- 
terweaving them in any continuous series. Continuity in the 
series of narrated events, coupled with a certain degree of 
antiquity in the poems, being the principle on which the 
arrangement called the Epic Cycle was based, the Hesiodic 
poems generally were excluded, not from any pre-conceived in- 
tention, but because they could not be brought into harmony 
with such orderly reading. 

What were the particular poems wliich it comprised, we 
cannot now determine with exactness. Welcker arranges 
them as follows; — Titanomachia, Danais, Amazonia (or 
Althis), CEdipodia, Thebais (or expedition of Amphiariius), 
Epigoni (or Alkmsednis), Minyas (or Phokais), Capture of 
CEchalia, Cyprian Verses, Iliad, iEthiopis, Lesser Iliad, 
Iliupersis or the Taking of Troy, Returns of the Heroes, 
Odyssey, and Telegonia. Wuellner, Lange, and Mr. P^nes 
Clinton enlarge the list of cyclic poems still further.^ But all 
such reconstructions of the Cycle are conjectural and destitute 
of authority. The only poems which we can afBrm on positive 
grounds to have been comprehended in it, are, firsti the series 
respecting the heroes of Troy, from the Cypria to the Telegonia, 
of which Proclus has preserved the arguments, and which 
includes the Iliad and Odyssey — next, the old Thebais, which 
is expressly termed cyclic ® in order to distinguish it from the 
poem of the same name composed by Andmachus. In regard 
to other particular compositions, we have no evidence to guide 
us, either for admission or exclusion, except our general views 
as to the scheme upon which the Cycle was framed. If my 
idea of that scheme be correct, the Alexandrine critics arranged 
therein all their old epical treasures, down to the Telegonia — 
the good as well as the bad; gold, silver, and iron — ^provided 
only they could be pieced in with the narrative series. But I 
cannot venture to include, as Mr. Clinton does, the Eurdpia, 
the Phor&nis, and other poems of which we know only the 
names, because it is uncertain whether their contents were such 
as to fulfil that primary condition. Nor can I concurwith him 
in thinking that, where there were two or more poems of the 

1 Welcker, Der Epische Kyklus, p. 37-^41 ; Wnellner, De C^do Epico, 
p, 43 ; Lange, Ueber die Kyklischen Dichter, p. 47 j Clinton, Fasti 

Hdfenici, vol. i, p. 349- , . , . - 

* Schol, Pindar, Olymp. vi. 30; Athena, xi. p. 405. 
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same title and subject, one of them must necessarily have been 
adopted into the Cycle to the exclusion of the others. There 
may have been two Theogonies, or two Herakleias, both 
comprehended in the Cycle ; the purpose being (as I before 
remarked), not to sift the better from the worse, but to 
determine some fixed order, convenient for reading and 
reference, amidst a multiplicity of scattered compositions, as 
the basis of a new, entire, and corrected edition. 

Whatever may have been the principle on which the cyclic 
poems were originally strung together, they are all now lost, 
except those two unrivalled diamonds, whose brightness, 
dimming all the rest, has alone sufficed to confer imperish- 
able glory even upon the earliest phase of Grecian life. It has 
been the natural privilege of the Iliad and Odyssey, from the 
rise of Grecian philology down to the present day, to provoke 
an intense curiosity, which, even in the historical and literary 
days of Greece, there were no assured facts to satisfy. These 
compositions are the monuments of an age essentially religious 
and poetical, but essentially also unphilosophical, unreflecting, 
and unrecording. The nature of the case forbids our having 
any authentic transmitted knowledge respecting such a period ; 
and the lesson must be learnt, hard and painful though it be, 
that no imaginable reach of critical acumen will of itself enable 
us to discriminate fancy from reality, in the absence of a 
tolerable stock of evidence. After the numberless comments 
.and acrimonious controversies ^ to which the Homeric poems 
have given rise, it can hardly be said that any of the points 
■originally doubtful have obtained a solution such as to 
command universal acquiescence. To glance at all these 
■controversies, however briefly, would far transcend the limits 
■of the present work. But the most abridged Grecian history 
would be incomplete without some inquiry respecting tJie Poet 
(so the Greek critics in their veneration denominated Homer), 
and the productions which pass now, or have heretofore passed, 
under his name. 

Who or what was Homer ? What date is to be assigned to 
him ? What were his compositions ? 

’ It is a memorable illnstralion of that bitterness which has so much dis- 
graced. the controversies of literary men in cUl ages (I fear we can moke no 
exception), when we find Fausanias saying that he had examined into the 
ages of Hesiod and Homer with the most laborious scrutiny, but that he 
knew too well the calumnious dispositions of contemporary critics and 
poets, to declare what conclusion he had come to (Faus. ix. 30, 2) : 
Xltpi Si ‘HtritSov re ^\ut(as Kol 'Ofi^pov, voXvTrpayfuivliiravTt is rh ixpiPio- 
■ roToy oS /tot ypitjtoiv ifSi ify, imtrTO/iiyy rS ^t/talrioy SWay rt teal oij( 

• tixurra dvoi Knr’ i/ii Sirl sniiiati rav iirtiv KaSsiirr^Ketrcu'. 
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A person, putting these questions to Greeks of different 
towns and ages, would have obtained answers widely discrepant 
and contradictory. Since the invaluable labours of Aristarchus 
and the other Alexandrine critics on the text of the Iliad and 
Odyssey, it has indeed been customary to regard those two 
(putting aside the Hymns and a few other minor poems) as 
being the only genuine Homeric compositions ; and the literary 
men called Chorizontes, or the Separators, at the head of whom 
were Xen6n and Hellanikus, endeavoured still further to reduce 
the number by disconnecting the Iliad and Odyssey, and 
pointing out that both could not be the work of the same 
author. Throughout the whole course of Grecian antiquity, 
the Iliad and the Odyssey, and the Hymns luve been received 
as Homeric. But if we go back to the time of Herodotus or 
still earlier, we find that several other epics also were ascribed 
to Homer — and there were not wanting^ critics, earlier than the 
Alexandrine age, who regarded the whole Epic Cycle, together 
with the satirical poem called Margit^s, the Batiachomyomachia, 
and other smaller pieces, as Homeric works. The cyclic 
Thebais and the Epigoni (whether they be two separate poems, 
or the latter a second part of the former) were in early days 
currently ascribed to Homer : the same was the case with the 
Cyprian Verses : some even attributed to him several other 
poems,® the Capture of CEchalia, the Lesser Iliad, the Phokais, 
and the Amazonia. The title of the poem called Thebais to 
be styled Homeric depends upon evidence more ancient than 
any which can be produced to authenticate the Iliad and the 
Odyssey : for Kallinus, the ancient elegiac poet (b.c. 64.0), 
mentioned Homer as the author of it — and his opinion was 
shared by many other competent judges.® From the remark- 
able description ^ven by Herodotus of the expulsion of the 
rhapsodes from Sikydn, by the despot KleistbenSs, in the time 

1 See the extract of Prados, in PiiotiuB Cod. 239. 

® Suidas, V. 'O/rij/iM. Eustath. ad Iliad, ii. p. 330. 

’ Faosan. ix. 9, 3. The name of Kallinus in that passage seems 
tainly correct ; Th ti fjrij ravra (the Thebais) KaAXTwr airr&y 

is irniiupi, l^aev^Oiaipov riv mtii^arra Ami' KoXXii't) weXAoi re xal 
SJioi X^yoi; Hari ndri typairav. ‘Syi) 5 i ri/y roiiiaty ravrtpi uxri ye 
'IXi^Ea Kol ’Ot^vo’Siai' foaivS fiiKiara. 

Tcl the same purpose the author of the Certamen of Hesiod and Homer, 

, and me pseudo- Herodotus (Vit. Homer. 0. 9). The ’Aiupmpea i^ehatrie^ 
alluded to in Suidas as the production of Homer, may be reasonably identi- 
fied with the Thebais (Suidas, v. ’Ojuripor). 

The cyclogiapher Dionysius, who affirmed that Homer had lived both in 
the Theban and (he Trojan wars, mast have recognised that poet as author 
of the Thebais as well as of the Iliad (ap. Prod, ad Hesiod, p. 3). 

VOT II- R 



242 ■ History of Greece 

of Sol6n (about b.c. 580), we may form a probable judgement 
that the Thebai's and the Epigoni were then rhapsodised at 
Siky6n as Homeric productions.^ And it is clear from the 

* Heiodot. V. 67. KAeiffSei/ijr yhp 'Apyetoiiri woKe/n'iiras — toSto 

tmvai Siievuni iyupl^eirSai, run 'O/ir/pBluv iir^av eit/eua, Krt 
’Apyeiol TS ual "kpyos iroKKk rdvra d/iviarai — toCto S4, iip^ov ykp Hv 
Kttl liTTi iv air^ rxi &ryo/i^ tup Sttcpavtap ‘ASpdiiTTOV rov ToA,ooD, toDtov 
iweOi/aiffe i k\ettr8ii>ris, idvra ’Apydiov, inffakeiv iit tt}s 
Herodotus then goes on to relate how ICleislhenSs carried into effect his 
purpose of banishing the hero Adrastus : first, he applied to the Delphian 
Apollo for permission to do so directly and avowedly ; next, on that per- 
mission being refused, he made application to the Thebans to allow him to 
introduce into Sikydn their hero Melanippus, the bitter enemy of Adrastus 
in the old Theban legend ; by their consent, he conscciated a chapel to 
Melanippus in the most commanding part of the Sikyonian agora, and then 
transferred to the newly-imported hero the rites and festivals which had 
before been given to Adrastus. 

Taking in conjunction all the points of this very curious tale, I venture 
to think that the rhapsodes incurred the displeasure of Kleisthends by 
reciting, not the Homeric Iliad, but the Homeric Tkebdis and 
The former does not answer the conditions of the narrative ! the latter 
fulfils them accurately. 

1, It cannot be said even by the utmost latitude of speech, that in the 
Iliad " Little else is sung except A^os end the Aigeians" — (“in illis 
ubique fere nonnisi Argos et Argivi celebrantur ’’—-is the translation of 
SchweighhBuser) : Argos is rarely mentioned in it, and never exaited into 
any primary importance : the Aigeians, as inhabitants of Argos separately, 
are never noticed at all t that name is applied in the Iliad, in common 
with Achaans and Hcaiaans, only to the general body of Greeks — and 
even applied to them much less frequently than the name of Aclueam. 

2, Adrastus is twice, and only twice, mentioned in the Iliad, as master 
of the wonderful horse Areion and as fother-in-law of Tydeus ; but he 
molces no figure in the poem, and attracts no interest. 

Wherefore, though ICleistbenfis might have been ever so much incensed 
against Argos and Adrastus, there seems no reason why he should have 
interdicted the rhapsodes from redting the Iliad. On the other hand, the 
Thehais and Epigoni could not fail to provoke him especially. For, 

1. Argos and its inhabitants were the grand subject of the poem, and 
the proclaimed assailants in the expedition against Thfibes. Tnougn the 
poem itself is lost, the first line of it has been preserved (Lentsch, Tbeb. 
Cycl. Reliq. p. 5 ; compare Sophoklds, CEd. Col. 380 with Scholia)—- 

'Apyo; a««Sa, 0«a, &Cs 

2. Adrastus was king of Argos, and the chief of the expedition. 

It is therefore literally true, that Argos and the Argeians were " the 
burden of the song" in these two poems. 

To this we may add — 

I. The rhapsodes would have the strongest motive to recite the Thebate 
and Epigoni at Sikydn, where Adrastus was worshipped and enjoyed so vast 
a popularity, and where he even attracted to himself the choric solemnities 
which in other towns were given to Dionysus. 

s. The means which Kleisthenfis took to get rid of Adrastus indicates 
a special reference to the ThebaTs ; he invited from Thfibes the hero 
Melanippus, the Hector of Thfihes in that very poem. 
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language of Herodotus, that in his time the general opinion 
ascribed to Homer both the Cyprian Verses and the Epigoni, 
though he himself dissents.^ In spite of such dissent, however, 
that historian must have conceived the names of Homer and 
Hesiod to be nearly co-extensive with the whole of the 
ancient epic, otherwise he would hardly have delivered his 
memorable judgement, that they two were the framers of Grecian 
Theogony. 

That many different cities laid claim to the birth of Homer, 
(seven is rather below the truth, and Smyrna and Chios are the 
most prominent among them) is well known, and most of them 
ha.d legends to tell respecting his romantic parentage, his alleged 
blindness, and his life of an itinerant bard acquainted with 
poverty and sorrow.* The discrepancies of statement respect- 

For these reasons I think we may conclude that the ‘Oitfiptia trn alluded 
to in this very illustrative story of Herodotus are the Thebals and the 
Epigoni, not the Iliad. 

^ Herodot ii. 117 ; iv. 32. The words in which Herodotus intimates 
his own dissent fiom the reigning opinion are treated as spurious by F. A. 
Wol^ but vindicated by SchweighnSuser : whether they be admitted or 
not, the general current^ of the opinion mlveited to is equally evident 

* The Life of Homer, which passes falsely under the name of 
Herodotus, contains a collection of these different stories i it is supposed 
to have been written about the second centun after the Christian leta, but 
the statements which it furnishes are probably several of them as old as 
Ephotns (compare also Froclus ap. Pbotium, c. 239). 

The belief in the blindness of Homer is doubtless of far more ancient 
date, since the circumstance appears mentioned in Uie Homeric Hymn to 
the Delian Apollo, where the bard of Chios, in some very touching lines, 
recommends himself and his strains to the favour of the Delian maidens 
employed in the worship of Apollo. This hymn is cited by Thucydid& as 
unquestionably authentic, and he doubtless accepted the lines as a descrip* 
tion of the personal condition and relations of the author of the Iliad and 
Odyssey (Tnucyd. iii, 104) : SlmonidSs of lCe6s also calls Homer a Chian 
(Frag. 69, Schneidewiu). 

There were also tales which represented Homer as the contemporary, the 
cousin, and the rival in recited composition, of Hesiod, who (it was pre- 
tended) had vanquished him. See the Certamen Homeri et Heriodi, 
annexed to the works of the latter (p. 314, ed. GSttiing ; and Plutarch, 
Conviv. Sept. Sapient, c. lo), in whidft ^so various stories respecting the 
life of Homer are scattered. The emperor Hadrian consulted the Delphian 
oracle to know who Homer was ; the answer of the priestess reported him 
to be a native of Ithaca, the . son of Telemacbus and Epikastd, danghter of 
Nestdr (Certamen Horn, et Hes. p. 314). The author of this Certamen 
tells us that the authority of the Delphian oracle deserves implicit 
confidence. 

Hellanikus, Damastes, and PherekydSs traced both Homer and Hesiod 
up to Orpheus, through a pedigree of ten generations (see Stnrz, FVagment, 
Hellanic. fr. 75-144 ; compare also Lobeck’s remarks— 
p, 322— on the subject of these genealogies). The computations of these 
o-tnr n Mrlior th-n TT,>rodotus : « of iwiie, bccouse they iilustiate the 
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ing the date of his reputed existence are no less worthy of 
remark ; for out of the eight different epochs assigned to him, 
the oldest differs from the most recent by a period of 460 
years. 

Thus conflicting would have been the answers returned in 
different portions of the Grecian world to any questions 
respecting the person of Homer. But there were a poetical 
gens (fraternity or guild) in the Ionic island of Chios, who, if 
the question had been put to them, would have answered in 
another manner. To them Homer was not a mere antecedent 
man, of kindred nature with themselves, but a divine or semi- 
divine eponymus and progenitor, whom they worshipped in 
their gentile sacrifices, and in whose ascendent name and glory 
the individuality of every member of the gens was merged. 
The compositions of each separate Homfirid, or the combined 
efforts of many of them in conjunction, were the works of 
Homer : the name of the individual bard perishes and his 
authorship is forgotten, but the common gentile father lives 
and grows in renown, from generation to generation, by the 
genius of his self-renewing sons. 

Such was the conception entertained of Homer by the 
poetical gens called Homferid® or Homfirids; and in the 
general obscurity of the whole case, I lean towards it as the 
most plausible conception. Homer is not only the reputed 
author of the various compositions emanating from the gentile 
members, but also the recipient of the many different legends 
and of the divine genealogy, which it pleases their imagination 
to confer upon him. Such manufacture of fictitious personality, 
and such perfect incorporation of the entities of religion and 
fancy with the real world, is a process familiar and even habitual 
in the retrospective vision of the Greeks.^ 

It is to be remarked that the poetical gens here brought to 

habits of mind in which Grecian chronology began : the genealogy might 
be easily continued backward to any length in the past. To trace Homer 
up to Orpheus, however, would not have been consonant to the belief of 
the HomSrids. 

The contentions of the different cities which disputed for the birth of 
Homer, and indeed ait the legendaiy anecdotes circulated in antiquity 
respecting the poet, are copiously discussed in Wclcker, Der Episebe 
Kyklos (p. 194-199). 

^ Even Aristotle ascribed to Homer a divine parentage ; a damsel of the 
isle of los, pregnant by some god, was carried off by pirates to Smyrna at 
the time of the Ionic emigration, and there gave birth to the poet (Aristolel. 
ap. Plutarch. Vit, Homer, p. 1059). 

Plato seems to have considered Homer as having been an itinerant rhap- 
sode, poor and almost friendless (Republ. p. 600}. 
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view, the Homerids, are of indisputable authenticity. Their 
existence and their considerations were maintained down to 
the historical times in the island of Chios.i If the Homgrids 
were still conspicuous even in the days of Akusilaus, Pindar, 
Hellanikus and Plato, when their productive invention had 
ceased, and when they had become only guardians and dis- 
tributors, in common with others, of the treasures bequeathed 
by their predecessors — far more exalted must their position 
have been three centuries before, while they were still the 
inspired creators of epic novelty, and when the absence of 
writing assured to them the undisputed monopoly of their own 
compositions.® 

Homer, then, is no individual man, but the divine of 
heroic father (the ideas of worship and ancestry coalescing, as 
they constantly did in the Grecian mind) of the gentile Hom^- 
rids, and he is the author of the Thebais, the Epigoni, the 
Cyprian Verses, the Prooems or Hymns, and other poems in 
the same sense in which he is the author of the Iliad and 

* Pindar, Nem. u. l, and Scholia ; Akusilaus, Fragm. 31, Didot ; 
Harpokration, v. 'OunpHais Hellanic. Fr. 53, Didot j Strabo, xiv. p. 645. 

It seems by a paas^e of Plato (Phsdrus, p. 253), that the HomSrids 
professed to possess unpublished verses of their ancestral poet— faij Mitra. 
Compare Plato, Republic, p. 599, and Isocrat. Helen, p. 3l8. 

‘ Nitzsch (De Historic Homeri, Fascic. i, p. 128, Fasdc. 2, p. 71}, and 
Ulrid (Geschichte der Episch. Foesie, vol. i. p. 240-381) question the 
antiquity of the Hom^rid gens, and limit tbeii functions 10 simple reciters, 
denying that they ever composed songs or poems of their own. Vet these 
gnUes, such as the Euneidse, the Lylmmidte, the Butadie, the Talthybiadre, 
the descendants of Chcirdn at Pelion, &c., the Hesycfaidie (Scbol. Sophocl. 
CEdip. Col. 489) (the acknowledged parallels of the HornSridce), may be 
surely all considered as belonging to the earliest known elements of Grecian 
history : rarely at least, if ever, con such gens, with its tripartite character 
of dvil, religious, and professional, be shown to have commenced at any 
recent period. And in the early times, composer and singer were one 
person often at least, though probably not always, the bard combined 
both functions. The Homeric ioMs sings his own compositions ; and it 
is reasonable to imagine that many of the early Ilomdrids did the same. 

See Niebuhr, RSmisch. Gesch. vol. i p. 3245 and the treatise, Ueber 
die Sikeler in der Odyssee — in the Rhemisches Museum, 182S, p. 257 ; 
and Boeckh, in the Index of Contents to his Lectures of 18^. , 

“The Sage Vyasa (observes Professor "Wilson, System of Hindu 
Mythology, Introd. p. Ixii.) is represented, not as the author, hut as the 
arranger and compiler of the "Vedas and the Puidn^s. His name denotes 
his character, meaning fA# arratigtr or diitrilmtor (Welcker mes the same 
meaning to the name Homer') ; and the recurrence of many Vyasas, — many 
individuals who new modelled the Hindu scriptures, —has nothing in it 
that is improbable, except the fabulous intervals by which their labours ate 
separated.^’ Individual authorship and the thirst of personal distipetion 
are in this case also bi^ed under one great and common name, as in the 

fif 
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Odyssey — assuming that these various compositions emanate, 
as perhaps they may, from different individuals numbered 
among the Hom6rids. But this disallowance of the historical 
personality of Homer is quite distinct from the question, with 
which it has been often confounded, whether the Iliad and 
Odyssey are originally entire poems, and whether by one 
author or otherwise. To us, the name of Homer means these 
two poems, and little else : we desire to know as much as can 
be learnt respecting their date, their original composition, their 
preservation, and their mode of communication to the public. 
All these questions are more or less complicated one with the 
other. 

Concerning the date of the poems, we have no other informa- 
tion except the various affirmations, respecting the age of 
Homer, which differ among themselves (as I have before 
observed) by an interval of 460 years, and which for the most 
part determine the dale of Homer by reference to some other 
event, itself fabulous and unauthenticated — such as the Trojan 
war, the Return of the Hfirakleids, or the Ionic migration, 
Kratfis placed Homer earlier than the Return of the Hfirakleids 
and less than eighty years after the Trojan war ; Eratosthenfis 
put him 100 years after the Trojan war : Aristotle, Aristarchus 
and Castor made his birth contemporary with the Ionic 
migration, while Apollodfirus brings him down to 100 years 
after that event, or 240 years after the taking of Troy. Thucy- 
didfis assigns to him a date much subsequent to the Trojan 
war.i On the other hand, Theopompus and Euphorifin refer 
his age to the far more recent period of the Lydian king Gygfis 
(OL 18-23, B.C. y 08-688), and put him 500 years after the 
Trojan epoch.® What were the grounds of these various con- 
jectures, we do not know, though, in the statements of Kratfis 
and Eratosthenfis, we may pretty weft divine. But the oldest 
dictum preserved to us respecting the date of Homer — meaning 

^ Thooyd. i. 3. 

® See the statements and citations respecting the age of Homer, col- 
lected in Mr. Clinton’s Chronology, vol. i, p. 146. He prefers the view 
of Aristotle, and places the Iliad and Odyssey a century earlier than I am 
inclined to do, — 940-927 B.c 

ICratfis probably placed the poet anterior to the Return of the Hfirakleids, 
because the Iliad makes no mention of Dorians in Peloponnfisus ; Erato- 
sthenfis maybe supposed to have grounded his date on the passage of dte 
Iliad which mentions the three generations descended irom ADneas. We 
should have been glad to know the grounds of the very low date assigned 
by Theopompus and Euphoridn. 

The Pseudo-Herodotus, in bis life of Homer, puts the birth of the poet 
168 years after the Trojan war. 
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thereby the date of the Iliad and Odyssey — appears to me at 
the same time the most credible, and the most consistent with 
the general history of the ancient epic. Herodotus places 
Homer 400 years before himself j taking his departure, not 
from any fabulous event, but from a point of real and authentic 
time.^ Four centuries anterior to Herodotus would be a 
period commencing with 880 b.c. : so that the composition of 
the Homeric poems would thus fall in a space between 85° 
and 800 B.c. We may gather from the language of Herodotus 
that this was his own judgement, opposed to a current opinion 
which assigned the poet to an earlier epoch. 

To place the Iliad and Odyssey at some periods between 
850 B.C. and 776 B.C., appears to me more probable than any 
other date, anterior or posterior — more probable than the 
latter, because we are justified in believing these two poems to 
be older than Arktinus, who comes shortly after the first 
Olympiad — more probable than the former, because the further 
we push the poems back, the more do we enhance the wonder 
of their preservation, already sufficiently great, down from such 
an age and society to the historical times. 

The mode in which these poems, and indeed all poems, epic 
as well as lyric, down to the age (probably) of Peisistratus, were 
circulated and brought to bear upon the public, deserves 
particular attention. They were not read by individuals alone 
and apart, but sung or recited at festivals or to assembled com- 
panies. This seems to be one of the few undisputed facts with 
regard to the great poet : for even those who maintain that the 
Iliad and Odyssey were preserved by means of writing, seldom 
contend that they were read. 

In appreciating the effect of the poems, we must always take 
account of this great difference between early Greece and our 
own times — between the congregation mustered at a solemn 
festival, stimulated by community of sympathy, listening to a 
measured and musical recital from the lips of trained bards or 
rhapsodes, whose matter was supposed to have been inspired , 
by the Muse — and the solitary reader with a manuscript before 
him; such manuscript being, down to a very late period in 
Greek literature, inherently written, without division into 
parts and without marks of punctuation. As in the case of 

^ Heiodot. U. S3. Hewkleidfe Pontions affirmed that Lyku^os had 
brought into Peloponn&us the Homeric poems, which had before been 
unknown out of Ionia. The supposed epoch of Lykuigns has sometimes 
been employed to sustain the date here assigned to the Homerie poems f 
but everything respecting Lykurgus is too doubtful to serve as evidence in 
other inquiries. 
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dramatic performances in all ages, so in that of the early 
Grecian epic — a very large proportion of its impressive effect 
was derived from the talent of the reciter and the force of the 
general accompaniments, and would have disappeared alto- 
gether in solitary reading. Originally the bard sung his own 
epical narrative commencing with a prooemium or hymn to one 
of the gods ; ^ his profession was separate and special, like that 
of the carpenter, the leech, or the prophet : his manner and 
enunciation must have required particular training no less than 
his imaginative faculty. His character presents itself in the 
Odyssey as one highly esteemed; and in the Iliad, even 
Achilles does not disdain to touch the lyre with his own hands, 
and to sing heroic deeds.* Not only did the Iliad and 
Odyssey, and the poems embodied in the Epic Cycle, produce 
all their impression and gain all their renown by this process of 
oral delivery, but even the lyric and choric poets who succeeded 
them were known and felt in the same way by the general 
public, even after the full establishment of habits of reading 
among lettered men. While in the case of the epic, the 
recitation or sinking had been extremely simple and the 
measure comparatively little diversified, with no other accom- 
paniment than that of the four-stringed harp — all the variations 
superinduced upon the original hexameter, beginning with the 
pentameter and iambus, and proceeding step by step to the 
complicated strophes of PindSu: and the tragic writers, still left 
the general effect of the poetry greatly dependent upon voice 
and accompaniments and pointedly distinguished from mere 
solitary reading of the words. And in the dramatic poetry, the 
last in order of time, the declamation and gesture of the 

_ ^ The Homeric hymns are procems of this sort, some very shot t, con- 
sisting only of a few lines — others of considerable length. The Hymn (or 
rather one of the two hymns) to Apollo is cited by Thucydides as the 
Procem of Apollo. 

The Hymns to Aphrodite, Apollo, HermSs, D6meier and Dionysus, are 
genuine epical narratives. Hermann (Prref. ad. Hymn. p. Ixxxix.) pro- 
nounces the H3^n to Aphrodite to be the oldest and most genuine ; por- 
tions of the Hymn to Apollo (Henn. p. xx.) are also very old, but both 
that hymn and the others are largely interpolated. Mis opinion respecting 
these interpolations, however, is disputed by Pranke (Frcefat. ad Hymn. 
Homeric, p. ix.'Xix.) } and the distinction between what is genuine and 
What is spurious depends iipon criteria not very distinctly assignable. Com- 
pare Ulrici, Gesch. der Ep. Poes. p. 385-391. 

* PhemiuB, Demodokus, and the nameless hard who guarded the fidelity 
of Klyteemn8stra, bear out this position (Odyss. i. 155 j lii. S 6 j j viii. 490 ; 
xxi. 330 ; Achilles in Xiiad, ix. igo). 

A degree of inviolability seems attached to the' person of the bard as well 
as to that of the herald (Odyss. xxii. 
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speaking actor alternated with the song and dance of the 
Chorus, and with the instruments of musicians, the whole being 
set off by imposing visible decorations. Now both dramatic 
effect and song are familiar in modern times, so that every 
man knows the difference between reading the words and 
hearing them under the appropriate circumstances : but poetry, 
as such, is, and has now long been, so exclusively enjoyed by 
reading, that it requires an especial memento to bring us back 
to the time when the Iliad and Odyssey were addressed only 
to the ear and feelings of a promiseuous and sympathising 
multitude. Readers there were none, at least until the century 
preceding SolCn and Peisistratus : from that time forward, they 
gradually increased both in number and influence; though 
doubtless small, even in the most litei'ary period of Greece, 
as compared with modem European society. So far as the 
production of beautiful epic poetry was concerned, however, 
the select body of instructed readers furnished a less potent 
stimulus than the unlettered and listening crowd of the earlier 
periods. The poems of Choerilus and Antimachus, towards 
the close of the Peloponnesian war, though admired by erudite 
men, never acquired popularity; and the emperor Hadrian 
failed in his attempt to bring the latter poet into fashion at the 
expense of Horner.^ 

It will be seen by what has been here stated, that that class 
of men, who formed the medium of communication between 
the verse and the ear, were of the highest importance in the 
ancient world, and especially in tlie earlier periods of its career 
— the bards and rhapsodes for the epic, the singers for the 
lyric, the actors and singers jointly with the dancers for the 

^ Spartfnn, Vit. Hadrian, p. 8 ; Dio Cass. Ixix. 4. ; Pint. Tim. c. 36. 

There are some good observations on this point in Nsike's comments 
on Choerilns, ch. viii. p. 59 — 

“ Habet hoc epica poesis, vera ilia, cujus perrectis.simam normam agno- 
scimus Homericam— habet hoc proprium, ut non in possessione viroruro 
eruditonim, sed quasi viva sit et coram populo rccitandn ; nt cum pbpuio 
crescat, et si p'lpulus Deorum et antiqnorum hcroum facinora, quod pne- 
cipnum est epiem poeseos argumentum, nuclii'e et sccum repetere dedidi- 
cerit, obmutescat. Id vero turn factum est in Griscil, quum populus eil 
oetate, quam pueritiam dicere possis, peractS, partim ndresserias tristesque, 
politicos maxime — casque multo, quam antea, impeditiores — abstiaheliaiur ; 
partim epicie poeseos pertmsus, ex aliis poeseos generibus, quee turn nasce* 
bantur, novum et diversum oblectamenti genus pnraoprmsagire, sibi, deinde 
hanrire, coepit.” 

Nhke remarks too that the “ splendidissima et propria Homcricee poeseos 
(Etas, ea quae sponte quasi sui inter populum et quasi cum populo viveret,” 
did not reach below Feisistratns. It md not, I think, reach even so low as 
that period. 
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chorus and drama. The lyric and dramatic poets taught with 
their own lips the delivery of their compositions, and so promi- 
nently did this business of teaching present itself to the view 
of the public, that the name Didaskalia, by which the dramatic 
exhibition was commonly designated, derived from thence its 
origin. 

Among the number of rhapsodes who frequented the 
festivals at a time when Grecian cities were multiplied and 
easy of access, for the recitation of the ancient epic, there 
must have been of course great differences of excellence j but 
that the more considerable individuals of the class were 
elaborately trained and highly accomplished in the exercise of 
their profession, we may assume as certain. But it happens 
that Sokratfis with his two pupils Plato and Xenophon speak 
contemptuously of tlieir merits, and many persons have been 
disposed, somewhat too readily, to admit this sentence of con- 
demnation as conclusive, without taking account of the point 
of view from which it was delivered.^ These philosophers 
considered Homer and other poets with a view to instruction, 
ethical doctrine, and virtuous practice: they analysed the 
characters whom the poet described, sifted the value of the 
lessons conveyed, and often struggled to discover a hidden 
meaning, where they disapproved that which was apparent. 
When they found a man like the rhapsode, who professed to 

^ Xenoph. Memorab. It. a, 10 ; and Sympos. iii. 6 , OlcrSii ri oiy i 9 vos 
^KtBtiirapay p«^<fSSiv ; . AqXov yip Sri rhs iitoyolas oiK Mm-ayrni. 

Si Si ^rnirififfpir^ r* teal 'Ava(t/tdpSpf ical S\Aais voWois iroXi SlStiHas 
ipySpiov, S(rT« oiSiv r&» iraTihou ii((ay \(Kri 9 y. 

These iwayalai ore the hidden meanings or allegories which a certain set 
of philosophers undertook to discover in Homer, and which the rhapsodes 
were no way called upon to study. 

The Platonic dialogue called I6n ascribes to Idn the double function of a 
rhapsode or impressive reciter, and a critical expositor of the poet (Isokrat^s 
also indicates the same double character in the rhapsodes of his time— • 
Panatheuaic. p. 240} ; but it conveys no solid grounds for a mean estimate 
of the class of rhapsodes, while it attests remarkably the striking effect 
produced by their recitation (c. 6, p. 535). Tliat this class of men came to 
combine the habit of expository comment on the poet with their original 

E rofession of renting, proves the tendencies of the age ; probably it also 
rought them into rivalry with the philosophers. 

The groutjds talcen by Aristotle (Problem, xxx. 10 ; compare Aul, Gellius, 
XX. 14) against the actors, singers, musicians, &c., of ms time are more 
serious, and have more tho air of truth. 

If it be correct in Lelirs (de Studiis Aristarchi, Diss, ii. p. 46) to identify 
those early glossogmphers of Homer, whose explanations the Alexandrine 
critics so severely condemned, with the rhapsodes, this only proves that the 
rhapsodes had come to undertake a doable duty, of which their predecessors 
before Soldn would nevp'' have dreamt. 
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impress the Homeric narrative upon an audience, and yet either 
never meddled at all, or meddled unsuccessfully, with the 
business of exposition, they treated him with contempt ; indeed 
Sokrates depreciates the poets themselves much upon the same 
principle, as dealing with matters of which they could render 
no rational account.^ It was also the habit of Plato and 
Xenophon to disparage generally professional exertion of talent 
for the purpose of gaining a livelihood, contrasting it often in 
an indelicate manner with the gratuitous teaching and ostenta- 
tious poverty of their master. But we are not warranted in 
judging the rhapsodes by such a standard. Though they were 
not philosophers or moralists, it was their province — and it had 
been so, long before the philosophical point of view was 
opened — to bring their poet home to the bosoms and emotions 
of an assembled crowd, and to penetrate themselves with his 
meaning so far as was suitable for that purpose, adapting to it 
the appropriate graces of action and intonation. In this their 
genuine task they were valuable members of the Grecian 
community, and seemed to have possessed all the qualities 
necessary for success. 

These rliapsodes, the successors of the primitive Aoedi or 
Bards, seem to have been distinguished from them by the 
discontinuance of all musical accompaniment. Originally the 
bard sung, enlivening the song with occasional touches of the 
simple four-stringed harp : his successor the rhapsode, recited, 
holding in his hand nothing but a branch of laurel, and 
depending for effect upon voice and manner, — a species of 
musical and rhythmical declamation,® which gradually increased 

^ Plato, Apolog. Socrat. p. Z2, c. 7. 

“ Aiistolet. Poetic, c. 47 : Welcker, Der Episcb. ICyklos ; Ueber den 
Vortrag det Homerischen Gediohte, p. 340-406, which collects all the 
facts respecting the Accdi and the rhapsodes. Unfortunately the ascer- 
tained points are very few. 

The laurel biyinch in Che hand of the singer or reciter (tor the two ex- 
pressions are often confounded) seems to have been peculiar to the recitation 
of Homer and l-Iesiod fHesiod, Thei^. 50 ; Sebo]. ad Aristopban. Nub. 
1367 ; Pausan. x. 7, a). " Foemata omne genus (says Apuleius, Florid, 
p. T22, Bipont.) apta virgu, lyne, socco, colhnmo.” 

Not only Homer and Hesiod, but also Archilochus, were recited by 
rhapsodes (Alhense. xii. 620 ; also Plato, Legg. iL p. 658). Consult, 
besides, Nitzsch, De Historid Homeri, Feiscic. 2, p. 114, seg,, respecting 
the rhapsodes; and O. Moller, History of the Literature Of ancient Greece, 
iv. s. 3. 

The ideas of singing and speech are however often confounded, in 
reference to any verse solemnly and emphatically delivered (Thncydid.- ii. 
54) — (pdvKoi'Tes ol vptirpiTtpoi iriiXai tiff 9 at, Auptaidt rtKifios Kal 

hotfihs in' air^. And the rhapsodes are said to Homer (Plato, 
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in vehement emphasis and gesticulation until it approached to 
that of the dramatic actor. At what time this change took 
place, or whether the two different modes of enunciating the 
ancient epic may for a certain period have gone on simultane- 
ously, we have no means of determining. Hesiod receives 
from the Muse a branch of laurel, as a token of his ordination 
into their service, which marks him for a rhapsode ; while the 
ancient bard with his harp is still recognised in the Homeric 
Hymn to the Delian Apollo, as efficient and popular at the 
Panionic festivals in the island of Delos.^ Perhaps the improve- 
ments made in the harp, to which three strings, in addition to 
the original four, were attached by Terpander (b.c. 660), and 
the growing complication of instrumental music generally, may 
have contributed to discredit the primitive accompaniment, 
and thus to promote the practice of recital: the story, that 
Terpander himself composed music not only for hexameter 
poems of his own, but also for those of Homer, seems to 
indicate that the music which preceded him was ceasing to 

Gryxins, c. 13 ; Hey.scli. v. Bpaupaflats) ; Strabo (i. p. iS) has a good 
pasboge upon song and speech. 

William Grimm (Deutsche Ileldensage, p. 373) supposes the ancient 
German heroic romances to have been recited or declaimed in a similar 
manner with a simple accompaniment of the harp, as the Servian heroic 
lays are even at this time delivered. 

Pauriel also tells us, respecting the French Carlovingian Epic (Romans 
de Chevalerie, Revue des Deux Slondes, xiii. p. 559) : “ The romances of 
the rath and 13th centuries were really sung ! the jonglextr invited his 
audience to heat a lelle chansmi ^histoirf , — ' le mot chanter ne manque 
jamais dans la forniule iniliale,’ — and it is to be understood literally ; the 
music was simple and intermittent, more like a recitative ; the jongleur 
carried a rebek, or violin with three strings, an Arabic instrument ; when 
he wished to rest his voice, he played an air or retoumclle upon this ; he 
went thus about from place to place, and the romances bad no existence 
among the people except through the aid and recitation of these jongleurs.” 

It appears that there had once been rhapsodic exhibitions at the festivals 
of Dionysus, but they were discontinued (lOearchus ap. Athenee. vii, p. 
275) — probably superseded by the dithyramb and the tragedy. 

The etymology of is a disputed point; Welcker traces it to 

^ifiSos ; most critics derive it from ^iirreiy iotS'Av, which O. MUllei ex- 
))lains “ to denote the coupling together of verses without any considerable 
divisions or pauses, — the even, unbroken, continuous flow of the epic 
poem,” as contrasted with the strophic or choric periods (/. c.). 

^ Homer, Hymn to Apoll. 170. He KlSapts, lutiii, opxv^ttis, are con- 
stantly put together in that hymn : evidently the instrumental accompani- 
ment was essential to the hymns at the Ionic festival. Compare also the 
Hymn to Heimds (4.30), where the function ascribed to the Muses can 
hardly be understood to include non-musical recitation. The Hymn to 
Hermis is more recent than Teipandcr, inasmuch as it mentions the seven 
strings of the lyre, v. SO. 
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find favour.! By whatever steps the change from the bard to 
the rhapsode took place, certain it is that before the time of 
Soldn the latter was the recognised and exclusive organ of the 
old Epic ; sometimes in short fragments before private com- 
panies, by single rhapsodes — sometimes several rhapsodes in 
continuous succession at a public festival. 

Respecting the mode in which the Homeric poems were 
preserved, during the two centuries (or, as some think, longer 
interval) between their original composition and the period 
shortly preceding Soldn — and respecting their original com- 
position and subsequent changes — ^there are wide differences of 
opmion among able critics. Were they preserved with, or 
without, being written ? Was the Iliad originally composed as 
one poem, and the Odyssey in like manner, or is each of them 
an aggregation of parts originally self-existent and unconnected? 
Was the authorship of each poem single-headed or many-headed? 

Either tacitly or explicitly, these questions have been generally 
coupled together and discussed with reference to each other, 
by inquiries into the Homeric poems; though Mr. Payne 
ICnight’s Prolegomena have the merit of keeping them dis- 
tinct. Half a century ago, the acute and valuable Prolegomena 
of F. A. Wolf, turning to account the Venetian Scholia which 
had then been recently published, first opened philosophical 
discussion as to the history of the Homeric text. A consider- 
able part of that dissertation (though by no means the whole) 
is employed in vindicating the position, previously announced 
by Bentley amongst others, that the separate constituent por- 
tions of the Iliad and Odyssey had not been cemented together 
into any compact body and unchangeable order until the days 
of Peisistratus, in the sixth century before Christ. As a step 
towards that conclusion, Wolf maintained that no written 
copies of either poem could be shown to have existed during 

! Terpander — ^see PlutaKh. de Musicd, e. 3-4 j the Acts respecting him 
are collected in Flchn’s Lesbiaca, p. 140-160; but very little can be 
authenticated. 

Stesander at the Pythian festivals sang the Homeric battles, with a harp 
accompaniment of his own composition (Athenas. xiv._ 638). 

The principal testimonies respecting the rhapsodising of the Homeric 
poems at Athens, chiefly at the Fanathenaic festival, are IsokmtSs, 
Panegyric, p. 74 ; Lycurgus contra Leoctat. p. 161 j Plato, Hipparch. p. 
aaS ; Diogen. Laert. ViU Solon, i. S?- 

Inscripuons attest that rhapsodising continued in meat esteem, down to 
a late period of the historical age, both at Chios ana Teds, especially the 
former ; it was the sulnect of competition by trained youth; and of prizes 
for the victor, at periodical teligpous solemnities : see Cotp. Inscript. 
Boeckh, No. 8314-3088, 
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the earlier times to which their composition is referred — and 
that without writing, neither the perfect symmetry of so 
complicated a work could have been originally conceived by 
any poet, nor, if realised by him, transmitted with assurance 
to posterity. The absence of easy and convenient writing, 
such as must be indispensably supposed for long manuscripts, 
among the early Greeks, was thus one of the points in Wolf’s 
case against the primitive integrity of the Iliad and Odyssey. 
By Nitzsch and other leading opponents of Wolf, the con- 
nexion of the one with the other seems to have been accepted 
as he originally put it, and it has been considered incumbent 
on those, who defended the ancient aggregate character of 
the Hiad and Odyssey, to maintain that they were written 
poems from the beginning. 

To me it appears that the architectonic functions ascribed 
by Wolf to Peisistratus and his associates in reference to the 
Homeric poems, are nowise admissible. But much would 
undoubtedly be gained towards that view of the question, if 
it could be shown that in order to controvert it, we were 
driven to the necessity of admitting long written poems m the 
ninth century before the Christian aera. Few things, in my 
opinion, can be more improbable: and Mr. Payne Knight, 
opposed as he is to the Wolfian hypothesis, admits this no less 
than Wolf himself.^ The traces of writing in Greece, even in 

* Knight, Frolcgom. Horn. c. xxxviU,-xl “ Hand tamen ullum Homer- 
icornin caiminum exemplar Pisistrati seculo anliquius extitisse, ant sex- 
centesimo piius anno ante C. N. scriptum fuisse, iacite credam : mra enim 
et perdifiicilis eiat iis tempoiibus scriptura ob penuriam materise sciibendo 
idonew, quutn Uteiaa aut lapidibus exaiare, ant tabulis ligneis ant Uminis 
metalli alicujus insculpere oporteret .... Atque ideo niemoriter re- 
tenta sunt, et heec et alu veterum poetarura cannina,^ et per urbes et vices 
et in piindpum virorum sedibus, decanlata a ihapsodis. Neque mirandum 
est, ea per tot ssecula sic integra conservala esse,_ qnoniatn — per eos tradita 
emnt, qui ab omnibus Greecise et coloniaium legibus et civitatibus mercede 
satis ampl& conduct!, omnia sua studia in iis ediscendis, relinendis, et rite 
reoitandiSj conferebant.” Compare Wolf, Frolegom. xxiv.-xxv. 

The evidences of early writing among the Greeks, and of written poems 
even anterior to Homer, may be seen collected in Kreuser (Vorfiagen ueber 
Homeros, p. 127-159, Frankfort, 1828). His proofs appear to me dtogetber 
inconclusive. Nilzsdi maintains the same opfnion (Histor. Homeri, Fasc. 
i. sect. xi. xvli. xviii.) — ^in my opinion, not more successfully : nor does 
Franz (Epigraphies Gnec. Introd. s. Iv.) produce any new arguments. 

I do not quite subscribe^ to Mr. Knight’s language, when he says that 
A ttothing wonderful in the long preservation of the Homeric poems 
unwritten. It is enough to maintain that the existence and practical use of 
long manuscripts by all the rhapsodes, under the condition and circum- 
stances of the 8th and 9th centuries among the Greeks, would be a greater 
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the seventh century before the Christian sera, are exceedingly 
trifling. We have no remaining inscription earlier than the 
40th Olympiad, and the early inscriptions are rude and un* 
skilfully executed : nor can we even assure ourselves whether 
Archilochus, Simonidfis of Amorgus, Kallinus, Tyrtteus, 
Xanthus, and the other early elegiac and lyric poets, committed 
their compositions to writing, or at what time the practice of 
doing so became familiar. The first positive ground, which 
authorises us to presume the existence of a manuscript of 
Homer, is in the famous ordimmee of Sol6n with regard to the 
rhapsodes at the Panathensea; but for what length of time, 
previously, manuscripts had existed, we are unable to say. 

Those who maintain the Homeric poems to have been 
written from the beginning, rest their case, not upon positive 
proofs — ^nor yet upon the existing habits of society with regard 
to poetry, for they admit generally that the Iliad and Odyssey 
were not read, but recited and heard — but upon the supposed 
necessity that there must have been manuscripts, ^ to ensure the 

E reservation of the poems, — ^the unassisted memory of reciters 
eing neither sufficient nor trustworthy. But here we only 
escape a smaller difficulty by running into a greater ; for the 
existence of trained bards, gifted with extraordinary memory, 
is far less astonishing than that of long manuscripts in an age 
essentially non-reading and non-writing, and when even suitable 
instruments and materials for the process are not obvious. 
Moreover there is a strong positive reason for believing that 
the bard was under no necessity of refreshing his memory by 
consulting a manuscript. For if such bad been the fact, blind- 
ness would have been a disqualification for the profession^, 
which we know that it was not : as well from the example of 
Demodokus in the Odyssey, as from that of the blind bard of 
Chios, in the Hymn to the Delian Apollo, whom Thucydides,, 
as well as the general tenor of Grecian legend, identifies mth. 
Homer himself.® The author of that Hymn, be he_ who he- 
may, could never have described a blind man as attaining the- 


> See this argument strongly put by Nitzsch, in the prefatory remarks at 
the beginning of his second volume of Commentaries on the Odyssey (p. x.- 
xxix.). He takes great pains to discard all idea that the poems were- 
written in order to be read. To the same purpose Fran* {Epigraphies- 
Gieeo. Introd, p. 32), who adonts NiUsch’s positions,— " Audituris enim, 
non iecturis, carminaparnhant.” . , 

* O^ss. vii, 6p } Hymn, ad ApoU, 172 j Pseudo-Herodot Vit. Hotner. 
e. 3; Thucyd. ill, 104. , , , , .. 

Vorioas commentators on Homer imagined that under the misfortune of. 
Demodokus the poet in reali^ described his own (Schol. ad- Odyss. i, i }. 
Maxim. TVr. xxxviii. r). 
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utmost perfection in his art, if he had been conscious that the 
memory of the bard was only maintained by constant reference 
to the manuscript in his chest. 

Nor will it be found, after all, that the effort of memory 
required either from bards or rhapsodes, even for the longest of 
these old epic poems, — though doubtless great, — was at all 
superhuman. Taking the case with reference to the entire 
Iliad and Odyssey, we know that there were educated gentle- 
men at Athens who could repeat both poems by heart ; ^ but 

1 Xenoph. Sympos. iii. 5. Compare, respecting the laborious discipline 
of the Gallic Druids, and the number of unwritten verses which they retained 
in their memories, CfBsar. B. G. vi. 14 : Mela, iii. 2 : also Wolf, Prolegg. 
s. xxiv. and Herod, ii. 77, about the prodigious memory of the Egyptian 
priests at Heliopolis. 

I transcrilie, from the interesting Discours of M. Fanriel (prefixed to his 
Chants Populaircs de la Grice Moderne, Paris, 1824), a few particulars 
respecting the number, the mnemonic power, and the popularity of those 
itinerant singers or rhapsodes who frequent the festivals or paneghyris of 
modern Greece : it is curious to learn that this profession is habitually 
exercised by blUtd men (p. xc. sea.'). 

“ Les aveugles exercent en Grece une profession qiii les rend non senle- 
ment agriablcs, mais ndeessaires ; le coraclire, I’imagination, et la condition 
du peuple, etant ce qu’ils sont : efest la profession dc ebanteurs ambulans 
... Its sont dans I’usage, tant sur le continent que dans les ties, de la 
Grice, d’apprendro par coeut le plus grand nombre qu’ils peuveni de chan- 
sons populaires de tout genre et de toute epoque. Quelques uns finissent 
par en savoir une quantiti prodigicuse, et lous en savent heaucoup. Avec 
cc tresor dans leur inimoire, ils sont toujours en marche, traversent la 
Grice en lout sens j ils s’en vont de ville en ville, de village en village, 
chantnnt 4 I'auditoire qui se forme aussitdl autour d’eux, parloul oi ils se 
montrent, celles de leurs chansons qu’ils jugent convenir le mieux, soil 4 la 
localiti, soil 4 la ciroonstance, et reyoivent une petite ritributlon C|ui fait 
tout leur revenu. Ils ont I’air de cbercher de prefirence, en tout lieu, la 
partie la plus inculte de la population, qui en cst toujours la plus curleuse, 
la plus avide d’impressions, et la moins difficile dans le choix de ceux qui 
leur sont offertes. Les Turcs seuls nc les icoutent pas. C’est anx riunions 
nombreuses, aux ffites de village connues sous le nom de Peuughyris, que 
ces chanteurs ambulans accourent le plus volontiers. Ils chantent en 
s’uccompagnant d’un instrument 4 cordes que i'on touche avec un archel, 
et qui est exactement i’ancienne lyre des Grecs, dont il a conservi le nom 
comme la forme. 

“ Cette lyre, pour fitre entiere, doit avoir cinq cordes ; mais souvent elle 
n’en a que deux ou trois, dont les sons, comme il cst aisi de prisumer, 
n’ont rien dc bien harmonieux. Les chanteurs aveugles vont ordinairement 
Isolds, et chacun d’eux chante 4 part des autres : mais quelquefols aussi ils 
se riunissent par groupes de deux ou de trois, pour dire ensemble les 
mimes chansons . . . Ces moderne^ rhapsodes doivent fitre divisds en 
deux classes. Les uns (et ce sunt, selon toute apparence, les plus nom- 
hreux) se bornent 4 la fonction de recucillir, d’apprendre par occur, et de 
mettre en circulation, des pieces qu’ils n’ont point composees. Les autres 
(ut ce sont ceux qui forment I’ordre le plus disUimud de leurs corps), 4 cetle 
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in the professional recitations, we are not to imagine that the 
same person did go through the whole: the recitation was 
essentially a joint undertaking, and the rhapsodes who visited 
a festival would naturally understand among themselves which 
part of the poem should devolve upon each particular indi- 
vidual. Under such circumstances, and with such means of 
preparation beforehand, the quantity of verse which a rhapsode 
could deliver would be measured, not so much by the exliaus- 
tion of his memory, as by the physical sufficiency of his voice, 
having reference to the sonorous, emphatic, and rhythmical 
pronunciation required from him.^ 

But what guarantee have we for the exact transmission of 
the text for a space of two centuries by simply oral means ? 
It may be replied that oral transmission would hand down the 
text as exactly as in point of fact it was handed down. The 
great lines of each poem — the order of parts — the vein of 
Homeric feeling and the general style of locution, and for the 
most part, the true words — would be maintained : for the pro- 
fessional training of the rhapsode, over and above the precision 
of his actual memory, would tend to Homerise his mind fif 
the expression may be permitted), and to restrain him within 
this magic circle. On the other hand, in respect to the details 
of tlie text, we should expect that there would be wide differ- 
ences and numerous inaccuracies : and so there really were, as 
the records contained in the Scholia, together with the passages 


fonction de idp^liteurs et de colporteurs des poesies d'autrui, joignent celle 
de poStes, et ajoutent k la masse des chansons apprises d’autres chants de 
lent fa9on .... Ces rhapsodes aveugles sont les nouvellistes et les 
hisloriens, en m£me temps que les pontes du peuple, en cela paifaitement 
semblablcs aux rhapsodes anciens de la Grece.” 

To pass to another country — Persia, once the great rival of Greece; — 
“ The Kurroglian rhapsodes are called Kurroglott-Khans, from kkauttden, 
to sing. Their duty is to know by heart all the mejjUsses (meetings) of 
Kurroglou, narrate them, or sing them with the accompaniment ci the 
favourite instrument of Kurroglou, the chungnr or sitar, a three-stringed 
guitar. Ferdausi has also his Shah-naata-Kham, and the prophet 
Mahommed his JCorait-Khans, The memory of those singers is truly 
astonishing. At every request they recite in one breath for some hours, 
without stammering, beginning the tale at the passage or verse pointed out 
by the hearers." ^pec&ens of the Popular Poetry of Persia, m found in 
the Adventures and Improvisations of ICurroglou, the Bandit Minstrel 
of Northern Persia, by Alexander Chodsko: London, 1842, Introd, 
p. 13.) 

' “One of the songs of the Caimuck national bards sometimes lasts a 
whole day.” (Ibid. p. 372.) 

* There are just remarks of Mr. Mitford on the imssibiliW that the 
Homeric poems might have been preserved without writing (History of 
Greece, vol. i. p. i 3 S-i 37 )> 

VOT.. II. s ■ 
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cited in ancient authors, but not found in our Homeric text, 
abundantly testify.^ 

Moreover the state of the Iliad and Odyssey in respect to the 
letter called the Bigamma affords a proof that they were 
recited for a considerable period before they were committed 
to writing, insomuch that the oral pronunciation underwent 
during the interval a sensible change.* At the time when 
these poems were composed, the Digamma was an effective con- 
sonant, and figured as such in the structure of the verse ; at 
the time when they were committed to writing, it had ceased 
to be pronounced, and therefore never found a place in any of 
the manuscripts — insomuch that the Alexandrine critic.s, though 
they knew of its existence in the much later peems of Alkmus 
and Sapphd, never recognised it in Homer. The hiatus, and 
the various perplexities of metre, occasioned by the loss of the 
Digamma, were corrected by different grammatical stratagems. 
But the whole history of this lost letter is very curious, and is 
rendered intelligible only by the supposition that the Iliad and 
Odyssey belonged for a wide space of time to the memory, 
the voice and the ear, exclusively. 

At what period these poems, or indeed any other Greek 
poems, first began to be written, must be matter of conjecture, 
though there is ground for assurance that it was before the 
time of Sol6n. If in the absence of evidence we may venture 
upon naming any more determinate period, the question at 
once suggests itself, what were the purposes which in that stage 
of society, a manuscript at its first commencement must have 

^ Villoison, Prolegomon. p. xxxiv.-lvi. ; Wolf, Prolegomen. p. 37. 
DUntzer, in the Epicor. Gnec. Eragm. p. 27-29, gives a considerable list 
of the Homeric passages cited by ancient authors, but not found either in 
the Iliad or Odyssey. It is hardly to be doubted, however, that many of 
these passages belonged to other epic poems which passed under the name 
of Homer. Welcker (Der Episeb. Kyklns, p. 20-133) enforces this 
opinion very justly, and it harmonises with his view of the name of Homer 
as co-extenaive with the whole Epic qrcle. 

* See this argument strongly maintained in Giese fUeber den .i^iolischen 
Dialekt, sect. 14, p, 160 «yy,). He notices several other particulars in the 
Homeric language — the plenitude and variety of interchangeable gram- 
matical forms — the numerous metrical licences, set right by appropriate 
oral intonations — which indicate a language as yet not constrained by the 
fixity of written authority. 

The same line of argument is tiiken by O. MUller (Hi...tory of the Litera- 
ture of Ancient Greece, ch. iv. s. 5). 

Giese has shown also, in the same chapter, that all the manuscripts of 
Homer mentioned in the Scholia, were written in the Ionic alphabet (with 
H and A as marks for the long vowels, and no special mark for the rough 
breathing), in so far as the special citations out of them enable us to 
verify. 
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been intended to answer? For whom was a written Iliad 
necessary ? Not for the rhapsodes ; for with them it was not only 
planted in the memory, but ako interwoven with the feelings, 
and conceived in conjunction with all those flexions and intona- 
tions of voice, pauses and other oral artifices, which were 
required for emphatic delivery, and which the naked manuscript 
could never reproduce. Not for the general public — they were 
accustomed to receive it with its rhapsodic delivery, and with 
its accompaniments of a solemn and crowded festival. The 
only persons for whom the written Iliad would be suitable, 
would be a select few ; studious and curious men — class of 
readers, capable of analysing the complicated emotions which 
they had experienced as hearers in the crowd, and who would 
on perusing the written words realise in their imaginations 
a sensible portion of the impression communicated by the 
reciter.! 

Incredible as the statement may seem in an age like the 
present, there is in all early societies, and there was in early 
Greece, a time when no such reading class existed. If we 
could discover at what time such a class first began to be 

* Nitesch and Welcker ai^ue, that because the Homeric poems were 
heard with great delight and interest, therefore the first rudiments of the 
art of writing, even while beset by a thousand mechanical difficulties, 
would be employed to record them. I cannot adopt this opinion, which 
appears to me to derive all its plausibility from our present &miliaiity with 
reading and writing. The first step from the recited to the written poem 
is really one of great violence, as well as useless for any want then actually 
felt. 1 much more agree with Wolf when ho says : " Diu enlm illomm 
hominum vita et simplicitas nihil admodum habuil, quod scripturd dignum 
videretur : in aliis omnibus occupati ogunt illi, quee poster! scribunt, vel (ut 
de quibusdam populis accepimus) etiam monstralam operam banc speinunt 
lanquam indccori otii : caimina autem qurn pangunt, longo usu sic ore 
fvtndere ct excipere consneverunt ut cantu et recitatione cum maxime 
vigenlia deducere ad mutas notas, ex illius setatis sensu nihil aliud esset, 
quam petimere ea et vitali vi ac spirita privare.” (Ptolegom. s. xv. p. 59.) 

Some good remarks on this subject are to be found in William Hum- 
boldt’s Introduction to his elaborate treatise Ueier die JCmui-Sprache, in 
reference to the oral tales current among the Basques, He too observes 
how great and repulsive a proceeding it is, to pass at first from verse sung 
or recited, to verse written ; implying that the words are conceived de- 
tached from the Varira^, the accompanying music and the surroundingand 
sympathising assembly. The Basque tales have no charm for the people 
themselves when put in Spanish words and read (Introduction, sect. xx. p. 

258-239). 

Unwritten prose tales, preserved in the memory and said to be repeated 
nearly in (he same words from age (o age, are mentioned by Mariner in the 
Tonga Islands (Mariner’s Account, vol ii. p. 377). 

The Druidical poems were kept unwritten by design, after writing was in 
established use for other purposes (Ctesar, B. G. vi. 13). 
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formed, we should be able to make a guess at the time when 
the old Epic poems were first committed to writing. Now the 
period which may with the greatest probability be fixed upon 
as having first mtnessed the formation even of the narrowest 
reading class in Greece, is the middle of the seventh century 
before the Christian ara (b.c. 66o to b.c. 630), — the age of 
Terpander, Kallinus, Archilochus, Simonides of Amorgus, &c. 
I ground this supposition 911 the change then operated in the 
character and tendencies of Grecian poetry and music, — the 
elegiac and iambic measures liaving been introduced as rivals 
to the primitive hexameter, and poetical compositions having 
been transferred from the epical past to the affairs of present 
and real life. Such a change was important at a time when 
poetry was the only kno-wn mode of publication (to use a 
modern phrase not altogether suitable, yet the neare.st ap- 
proaching to the sense). It argued a new way of looking at 
the old epical treasures of the people, as well as a thirst for 
new poetical effect ; and the men who stood forward in it may 
well be considered as desirous to sttidy, and competent to 
criticise, from their own individual point of view, the written 
words of tlie Homeric rhapsodes, just as we are told that 
Kallinus both noticed and eulogised the Thebais as the pro- 
duction of Homer. There seems therefore ground for con- 
jecturing, that (for the use of diis newly-formed and important, 
but very narrow class) manuscripts of the Homeric poems and 
other old epics — the Thebais and the Cypria as well as the 
Iliad and the Odyssey — began to be compiled towards the 
middle of the seventh century b.c. : t and the opening of Egypt 
to Grecian commerce, which took place about the same period, 
would furnish increased facilities for obtaining the requisite 
papyrus to write upon. A reading class, when once formed, 
would doubtless slowly increase, and the number of manu- 
scripts along with itj so that before the time of Sol6n, fifty 
years afterwards, both readers and manuscripts, though still 
comparatively few, might have attained a certain recognised 

^ Mr. Fynes Clinton (Fasti Hellenic!, vol. i. p. 3CS-373) treats it as a 
matter of certainly that Arohilochus and Alkman wrote their poems. I am 
not awnre of any evidence for announcing this ns positively Icnown — except 
Indeed an admission of Wolf, which is doubtless good as an argumetitum ad 
hominem, but is not to be received as proof (Wolf, Proleg. p. 50). The 
evidences mentioned by Mr. Clinton (p. 368) certainly cannot be regarded 
as proving anything to the point. 

Glese (Ueher den .^olischen Oialekt, p, 172) places the first writing 
of the separate rhapsodies composing the Iliad in (he seventh centuty 
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authority, and formed a tribunal of reference, against the 
carelessness of individual rhapsodes. 

We may, I think, consider the Iliad and Odyssey to have 
been preserved without the aid of writing for a period 
upon two centuries.^ But is it true, as Wolf imagined, and as 
other able critics have imagined also, that the separate portions 
of which these two poems are composed were originally dis- 
tinct epical ballads, each constituting a separate whole and 
intended for separate recitation? Is it true that they had not 
only no common author, but originally neither common pur- 
pose nor fixed order, and that their first permanent arrange- 
ment and integration was delayed for three centuries, and 
accomplished at last only by the taste of Peisistratus conjoined 
with various lettered friends?* 

This hypothesis — to which the genius of Wolf first gave cele- 
brity, but which has been since enforced more in detail by 
others, especially by William Muller and Lachmann — appears 
to me not only unsupported by any sufficient testimony, but 
also opposed to other testimony as well as to a strong force 
of internal probability. The authorities quoted by Wolf are 

* The songs of the Icelandic Skatds were preserved orally for a period 
longer than two centuries, — P. A. Mdller thinks very much longer, — ^before 
they were collected or embodied in written story by Snorro and Seemond 
(Lange, Untcrsuchungen Uber die Gesch, der Nordischen Heldensage, p. 
98; also Introduct. p. xx.-xxviii.). He confounds, however, often, the 

{ ireservation of the songs from old time — with the question whether they 
lave or have not an historical basis. 

And there were doubtless many old bards and rhapsodes in ancient 
Greece, of whom the same might be said which Saxo Grammaticus afiirms 
of an Englishman named Lucas, that he was '* Uteris quidem tenuiter 
instructus, sed historiarum scientid apprime eruditus ” (Dahlmann, Histor- 
ische Forscliungen, vol. ii. p. 176). 

* “ Homer wrote a sequel of songs and rhapsodies, to be sung by him- 
self for small earnings and good cheer, at festivals and other days of merri- 
ment ; the Iliad he made for the men, the Odysseis for the other sex, 
These loose songs were not collected together mto the form of an epic 
poem until 500 years after.” 

Such is the naked language in which Wolf's main hypothesis had been 
previously set forth by^'ntley, in bis “Remarks on a late Discourse 
of Free-thinking, by Pluleleutlierus Lipsiensis,” published in 1713 : the 
passage remained unaltered in the seventh edition of that treatise pub- 
lished in 1737. See Wolfs Prolegg. xxvii. p. iij. 

The same hypothesis may be seen mote amply developed, partly in the 
work of Wolfs pupil and admirer, WiUiam MUller, HomeriscM Vorschule 
(the second edition of which was published at Leipsic 1836, with an 
excellent introduction and notes by Baumgarten-Crusius, adding greatly to 
the value of the original work by its dispassionate review of the whole con- 
troversy), partly in two valuable Dissertations of Lachmann, published in 
the Philologicu Transactions of the Berlin Academy for 1837 and 1841, 
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Josephus, Cicero, and Pausanias:^ Josephus mentions nothing 
about Peisistratus, but merely states (what we may accept as 
the probable fact) that the Homeric poems were originally 
unwritten, and preserved only in songs or recitations, from 
which they were at a subsequent period put into writing: 
hence many of the discrepancies in the text. On the other 
hand, Cicero and Pausanias go further, and affirm that Pei- 
sistratus both collected, and arranged in the existing order, 
the rhapsodies of the Iliad and Odyssey (implied as poems 
originally entire and subsequently broken into pieces), which 
he found partly confused and partly isolated from each other — 
each part being then remembered only in its own portion of 
the Grecian world. Respecting Hipparchus the son of Pei- 
sistratus, too, we are told in the Pseudo-Platonic dialogue 
which bears his name, that he was the first to introduce into 
Attica the poetry of Homer, and that he prescribed to the 
rhapsodes to recite the parts at the Panathenaic festival in 
regular sequence.® 

Wolf and William Miiller occasionally speak as if they 
admitted something like an Iliad and Odyssey as established 
aggregates prior to Peisistratus j but for the most part they 
represent him or his associates as having been the first to put 
together Homeric poems which were before distinct and self- 
existent compositions. And Lachmann, the recent expositor 
of the same theory, ascribes to Peisistratus still more unequi- 
vocally this original integration of parts in reference to the 
Iliad — distributing the first twenty-two books of the poem into 
sixteen separate songs, and treating it as ridiculous to imagine 
that the fusion of these songs into an order such as we now 
read, belongs to any date earlier than Peisistratus.® 

® Joseph, cont. Apion. I a ; Cicero de Orator, iii. 34 ; Fausan. vii. 26, 
6 ; commie the Scholion on Plautus in Ritschl, Die Alexandria. Bibliothek, 
p. 4. ^lian (V, H. xiii. 14), who mentions both the introduction of the 
Homeric poems into Peloponnesus hy Lykurgus, and the compilation l)y 
Peisistratus, can hardly be considered ns adding to the value of the testi- 
mony : still less Libnnius and Snidas. What we learn is, that some literary 
and critical men of the Alexandrine age (more 01 fewer, as the case may 
be ; hut Wolf exaggerates when he talks of an tmanimotts conviction) spoke 
of Peisistratus as having first put together the fractional parts of the Iliad 
and Odyssey into entire poems. 

® Plato, Hipparch. p. 228. 

" “Dooh ich komme mir bald liicherlich vor, wenn ich noch immer die 
Mogiichkeitgelten lasse, dass unsere Ilias in dem gegenwSrtigcn Zusammen- 
hange der hedeutenden Theile,_ und nicht bios der wenigen bedeutendsten, 
jemals vor der Arbeit des Pisistratus gedacht worden sey.” (lachmann, 
Femere Betrachlungen liber die Ilias, sect, xxviii. p. 32 ; Ahhandlungen 
Berlin. Academ. 1841.) How far this admission — that for the few most 
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Upon this theory we may remark, first, that it stands opposed 
to the testimony existing respecting the regulations of Soldn ; 
who, before the lime of Peisistratus, had enforced a fixed order 
of recitation on the rhapsodes of tlie Iliad at the Panathenaic 
festival: not only directing that they should go through the 
rhapsodies seriatim and without omission or corruption, but 
also establishing a prompter or censorial authority to ensure 
obedience,^ — which implies the existence (at the same time 

impmiant portions of the Iliad there did exist an established order of 
succession prior to Peisistratus — is intended to reach, I do not know ; but 
the language of Lachmann goes further than either Wolf or William 
Muller. (Sec Wolf, Prolegomcn. p. cxli.-cxlii., and W. Mliller, Homer- 
isohe Vorschule, Abschnitt. vii. pp. 96, 98, 100, loa.) The latter admits 
that neither Peisistratus nor the Diaskeuasts could have made any con> 
siderablc changes in the Iliad and Odyssey, either in the way of addition 
or of tiansposition ; the poems os aggregates being too well known, 
and the Homeric vein of invention too completely extinct, to admit of such 
novelties, 

_ I confess I do not see how these last-mentioned admissions can be recon- 
ciled with the main doctrine of Vfolf, in so far as regards Peisistratus. 

* Diogen. Lailrt. i. 57 « — 'O/t^pov fiirajSshijs yiypmpe (SiiXiiiii') 
fiai^^SeTirBai, oTov Sirau i irpSTOs tKn^tv, iKtWey HpxerSai rhv ipx6/iteyo», 
^njffl AicuxlSas iy rots KeyapiKois- 

Respecting Hipparchus, son of Peiiasiratus, the Pseudo-Plato tells us (in 
the dialogue so called, p. 228 ) — eat rd 'Opdipov (mi tr^ot iriiitaty els r^y 
yijy TavTsiyt, kcA liydyKcure rois faipySalis TlayaBvyieiois H ^sroK’^ij/tas i^e[ys 
aurii SiUyat, &<rrcep v 3 y In ofSa woioScn. 

These words have provoked multiplied criticisms fram all the learned 
men who have touched upon the theory of the Homeric poems — to deter- 
mine what was the practice which Soldn found existing, and what was the 
change which he introduced. Our information is too scanty to pretend to 
certainly, but I think the explanation of Hermann the most satisfactoiy 

Quid sit ei Sijv.” — Opusnila, t. v. p. 300, t. vii. 

p. X62). 

"tvoBoKeis is Che technical term for the prompter at a theatrical re- 
presentation (Plutarch, Prsccept. gerend. Reip. p. 813) ; ivopoKti and 
fo^ot 3 d^^al>'have corresponding meanings, of aiding the memoiy of a speaker 
and keeping him in accordance with a ccilain standard, in possession of 
the prompter j see the words iiraffah^s, Xenophon. Cyropmd. iii. 3, 37, 
'iVot 3 oX 4 i therefore has no necessary connexion with a series of rhapsodes, 
but would apply just as much to one alone ; although it happens in this 
cose to be brought to bear upon several in succession. again, 

means “ the taking up in succession of one rhapsode by another : " though 
the two words, therefore, have not the same meaning, yet the proceeding 
described in the two passages in reference both to Soldn and Hipparchus 
appears to be in snbstance the same — i, e. to ensure, by compulsory super- 
vision, a correct and orderly recitation by the successive rhapsodes who 
went through the different parts of the poem. _ 

U'here is good reason to conclude from this passage that the rhapsodes 
before Soldn were guilty both of negl^;ence and of omission in their redial 
of Homer, but no reason to imagpnc either that they transposed the' books, 
or that the leMtimate order was not previously recopnised. 
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that it proclaims the occasional infringement) of an orderly 
aggregate, as well as of manuscripts professedly complete. 
Next, the theory ascribes to Peisistralus a character not only 
materially different from what is indicated by Cicero and 
Pausanias — who represent him, not as having put together 
atoms originally distinct, but as the renovator of an ancient 
order subsequently lost — but also in itself unintelligible and 
inconsistent tvith Grecian habit and feeling. That Peisistratus 
should take pains to repress the licence, or make up for the 
unfaithful memory, of individual rhapsodes, and to ennoble 
the Panathenaic festival by the most correct recital of a great 
and venerable poem, according to the standard received among 
the best judges in Greece — this is a task both suitable to his 
position, and requiring nothing more than an improved re- 
cension, together with exact adherence to it on the part of the 
rhapsodes. But what motive had he to string together several 
poems, previously known only as separate, into one new whole? 
What feeling could he gratify by introducing the extensive 
changes and transpositions surmised by Lachmann, for the 
purpose of binding together sixteen songs which the rhapsodes 
are assumed to have been accustomed to recite, aitd the people 
to hear, each by itself apart ? Peisistratus was not a poet, seek- 
ing to interest the public mind, by new creations and com- 

The appointment of a ^tematic or prompter plainly indicates 

the existence of complete manuscripts. 

The direction of Soldn, that Homer should be rhapsodised under the 
security of a prompter with his manusc^t, appears just the same as that of 
the orator Lylturgus in reference to .i^&chyUis, Sophoklfe, and Euripldfis 
(Pseudo-Plutarch. Vit. X. Rhetor. Lycurgi Vit,)— elir/li'eyKe 5 ^ xat vi)u>vs — 
&S xa\Ktts tlK 6 vas ivaStTvai r&p iroiTjrSv Merxihov, Sofoxfi-iovs, 'EipnrlSov, 
(to! ris rpayipStas airSv iv leoivy ypai^a/i^Povs xal rl>p t^s 

srdxeair ypaiiiiar 4 a vaparayiypAi/Kea/ rots iwoKpivonivoa- ot ykp airks 
{&K\a!) iirouptreirBai, The word tiXXwi which occurs last but one is intro- 
duced by the conjecture of Grysar, who has cited and explained the atovc 
passage of the Pseudo-Phitarcli in a valuable dissertation — I>e Cracorum 
Tra^cediB, fuit circa Umpora Dtmosthenis (Cologne 1830). All the 
critics admit the text os it now stands to be unintelligible, and various 
corrections have been proposed, among which that of Grysar seems the best. 
From his Dissertation I transcribe llie foilowing passage, which illuslrales 
the rhapsodinn^ of Homer ii fijrojBoXgj— 

“ Quum histnones fabulis interpolandis oegre abstinerent, Lycuigtis legem 
supra indicatani eo tulit consilio, ut recitationes histriomim cum publico illo 
exemplo onipino congruas redderet. Quod ut assequeretnr, constituit, ut 
dnm febulse in scenS reciterentur, scriba publicas simul exemplum civitatis 
inspicerct, juxta sive in theatre sive in postsccnio sedens. Htec enim verbi 
TBpavoynr^o-Ksw est significatio, posita pisccipue in prmpositione vaph ut 
idem sit, quod contra sive juxta legere j id quod faciunt ii, qui lecta ai 
alttro vet recitata cum suis conferre cupiunt.” (Grysar, p. 7,) 
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binations, but a ruler desirous to impart solemnity to a great 
religious festival in his native city. Now such a purpose would 
be answered by selecting, amidst the divergences of rhapsodes 
in dilTerent parts of Greece, that order of text which intelligent 
men could approve as a return to the pure and pristine Iliad j 
but it would be defeated if he attempted large innovations of 
his own, and brought out for the first time a new Iliad by 
blending together, altering, and transposing, many old and 
well-known songs. A novelty so bold would have been more 
likely to offend than to please both the critics and the multi- 
tude. And if it were even enforced, by authority, at Athens, 
no probable reason can be given why all the other towns and 
all the rhapsodes throughout Greece should abnegate their 
previous habits in favour of it, since Athens at that time 
enjoyed no political ascendency such as she acquired during 
the following century. On the whole, it will appear that the 
character and'position of Peisistratus himself go far to negative 
the function which Wolf and Lachmann put upon him. His 
interference presupposes a certain foreknown and ancient 
aggregate, the main lineaments of which were familiar to the 
Grecian public, although many of the rhapsodes in their prac- 
tice may have deviated from it both by omission and inter- 
polation. In correcting the Athenian recitations conformably 
with such understood general type, he might hope both to pro- 
cure respect for Atltens and to constitute a fashion for the rest 
of Greece. But this step of " collecting the torn body of sacred 
Homer” is something genetically different from the com- 
position of a new Iliad out of pre-existing songs : the former is 
as easy, suitable, and promising, as the latter is violent and 
gratuitous.^ 

1 That the Iliad or Odyssey were ever recited with all the parts entire, at 
any time anterior to Soldn, is a point which Ritschl denies (Die Alexandrin. 
Bibliotbek. p. 67-70). He thinks that before Sol6n, they were always 
recited in parts, and withont any fixed order among the parts. Nor did 
Sol6n determine (as he thinks) the order of the parts : he only checked the 
license of the rhapsodes as to the recitation of the separate books ; it was 
Peisistratus, who, with the help of Onomakritus and others, first settled the 
order of the parts and bound each poem into a whole, with some correc- 
tions and interpolations. Nevertheless he admits that the parts were 
originally composed by the same poet, and adapted to form a whole 
amongst each other ; but the primitive enlireness (he asserts) was only 
maintained as a sort of traditional belief, never realised in recitation, and 
never reduced to an obvious, unequlvocu, and permanent fact— nndl the 
time of Peisistratus. 

There is no sufficient ground, I think, for denying all entire recitation 
previous to Sol6n, and we only interpose a new aiffieuUy, both grave and 
vratuitous, by doing so. 
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To sustain the inference, that Peisislratus was the first archi- 
tect of the Iliad and Odyssey, it ought at least to be shown 
that no other long and continuous poems existed during the 
earlier centuries. But the contrary of this is known to be the 
fact. The Bithiopis of Arktinus, which contained 9100 verses, 
dates from a period more than two centuries earlier than Pei- 
sistralus : several other of the lost cyclic epics, some among 
them of considerable length, appear during the century suc- 
ceeding Arktinus j and it is important to notice that three or 
four at least of these poems passed currently under the name 
of Horner.^ There is no greater intrinsic difficulty in sup- 
posing long epics to have begun with the Iliad and Odyssey 
than with the Aithiopis: the ascendency of the name of 
Homer, and the subordinate position of Arktinus, in the 
history of early Grecian poetry, tend to prove the former in 
preference to the latter. 

Moreover, we find particuLor portions of the Iliad, which 
expressly pronounce themselves, by their own internal evidence, 
as belonging to a large whole, and not as separate integers. 
We can hardly conceive the catalogue in the second book 
except as a fractional composition, and with reference to a 
series of approaching exploits j for taken apart by itself, such a 
barren enumeration of names could have stimulated neither the 
fancy of the poet nor the attention of the listeners. But the 
Homeric Catalogue had acquired a sort of canonical authority 
even in the time of Sol6n, insomuch that he interpolated a line 
into it, or was accused of doing so, for the purpose of gaining 

^ The jlElhiopis of Avklinus contained 9100 verses, as we learn from the 
Tabula Iliaca : yet Proklus assigns to it only four hooks. The Ilias Minor 
had fotO' books, the Cyprian verses eleven, though we do not know the 
number of lines in either. 

Nitzsch stales it as a certain matter of fact, that Arktinus recited his own 
poem alone, though it was loo long to admit of his doing so without inter- 
ruption. (See his Vorrede to the and vol. of the Odyssey, p. xxiv.) There 
is no evidence for this assertion, and it appears to me highly improbable. 

In reference to the Romances of the Middle Ages, helunging to the 
Cycle of the Round Table, M. Faiuiel tells us that the German Perceval 
has nearly 2<,ooo verses (more than half as long again as the Iliad) ; the 
Perceval of Christian of Troyes probably more ; the German Tristan, of 
Godfrey of Strasburg, has more than 23,000; sometimes the poem is 
begun by one author and continued by another, (Fautiel, Romans da 
Chevalene, Revue des Deux Mondes, t xiii. p. 695-697.) 

The ancient unwritten poems of the Icelandic Skalds are as much lyric 
as epic : the longest of them does not exceed 800 lines, and they are for 
the most part much shorter (Untersuohungen Uber die Geschichte der 
Nordischen Heldensage, aus P. A. Mullet’s Sagabibliolhek von G, I^nge, 
Frankf. 1832. Introduct. p. xiii.). 
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a disputed point against the Megarians, who on their side set 
forth another version.^ No such established reverence could 
have been felt for this document, unless there had existed, for 
a long time prior to Peisistratus, the habit of regarding and 
listening to the Iliad as a continuous poem. And when 
the philosopher Xenophonfis, contemporary with Peisistratus, 
noticed Homer as the universal teacher, and denounced him as 
an unworthy describer of the gods, he must have connected 
this great mental sway, not with a number of unconnected 
rhapsodies, but with an aggregate Iliad and Odyssey; probably 
with other poems also, ascribed to the same author, such as the 
Cypria, Epigoni, and Thebais. 

We find, it is true, references in various authors to portions 
of the Iliad each by its own separate name, such as the 
Teichomachy, the Aristeia (pre-eminent exploits) of Diomedcs 
or of Agameranbn, the Doloneia or Night-expedition (of Dolon 
as well as of Odysseus and Diomedcs), See., and hence it has 
been concluded that those portions originally existed as 
separate poems, before they were cemented together into an 
Iliad. But such references prove nothing to the point; for 
until the Iliad was divided by Aristarchus and his colleagues 
into a given number of books or rhapsodies, designated by the 
series of letters in the alphabet, there was no method of calling 
attention to any particular portion of the poem except by special 
indication of its subject-matter.® Authors subsequent to 
Peisistratus, such as Herodotus and Plato, who unquestionably 
conceived the Iliad as a whole, cite the separate fractions of it 
by designations of this sort. 

The foregoing remarks on the Wolfian hypothesis respecting 
the text of the Iliad, tend to separate two points which are by 
no means necessarily connected, though that hypothesis, as set 
forth by Wolf himself, by W. Muller, and by Lachmann, 
presents the two in conjunction. First, was the Iliad originally 
projected and composed by one author and as one poem, or 
were the different parts composed separately and by_ uncon- 
nected authors, and subsequently strung together into an 
aggregate? Secondly, assuming that the internal evidences of 
the poem negative the former supposition, and drive us upon 
the latter, was the construction of tlie whole poem deferred, and 
did the ports exist only in their separate state, until a period so 
late as the reign of Peisistratus? It is obvious that these two 

* Plutarch, Soldn, lo, 

» The Homeric Scholiast refers to Quintas Calaber 'AitaCoyepaxbi, 
which was only one portion of his Jong poem (Schol, ad Iliad, ii. aso). 
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questions are essentially separate, and that a man may believe 
the Iliad to have been put together out of pre-existing songs, 
without recognising the age of Peisistratus as the period of its 
first compilation. Now whatever may be the steps through 
which the poem passed to its ultimate integrity, there is 
sufficient reason for believing that they had been accomplished 
long before that period : the friends of Peisistratus found an 
Iliad already existing, and already ancient in their time, even 
granting that the poem had not been originally born in a state 
of unity. Moreover, the Alexandrine critics, whose remarks 
are preserved in the Scholia, do not even notice the Peisistratic 
recension among the many manuscripts which they had before 
them ; and Mr. Payne Knight justly infers from their silence 
that either they did not possess it, or it was in their eyes of no 
great authority ; ^ which could never have been the case if it 
had been the prime originator of Homeric unity. 

The line of argumbnt, by which the advocates of Wolf’s 
hypothesis negative the primitive unity of the poem, consists in 
exposing gaps, incongruities, contradictions, &c. between the 
separate parts. Now, if in spite of all these incoherencies, 
standing mementos of an antecedent state of separation, the 
component poems were made to coalesce so intimately as to 
appear as if they had been one from the beginning, we can 
better understand the complete success of the proceeding and 
the universal prevalence of the illusion, by supposing such 
coalescence to have taken place at a very early period, during 
the productive days of epical genius, and before the growth of 
reading and criticism. The longer the aggregation of the 

^ Knight, Fiolegg. Homer, xxxii. xxxvi. xxxvii. That Peisistratas caused 
a corrected MS. of the Iliad to be prepared, there seems good reason to 
believe, and the Scholion on Plautus edited by Kitschl (see Die Alexandrin- 
isQhe Bihliothek, p. 4) specifies the four persons (Onomakritus was one) 
employed on the task. Ritschl fancies that it served as a sort of Vulgate 
for the text of the Alexandrine critics, who named specially other MSS. (of 
Chids, Sindpfi, Massalia, &c.) only when they diverged from this Vul^te : 
he thinks also that it formed the original from whence those other MSS. 
were first drawn, which are called in the Homeric Scholia al koW, Koivil- 
tepai (p. S9-6 o). 

Welcker supposes the Peisistratic MS. to have been either lost or carried 
away when Xerxes took Athens (Dcr Epische Kykius, p. 382-388). 

Compare Nitzscb, Histor. Homer. Fasc. i. p. 163-167 ; also his com- 
mentary on Odyss. xi. 604, the alleged interpolation of Onomakritus j and 
Ulrici, Geschidite der Hellen. Foes. Part i. s. vii. p. 252-255, 

The main facts respecting the Peisistratic recension are collected and 
discussed by Grafenhan, Geschichte der Philologie, sect. 54-64, vol, i, p. 
366-311. Unfortunately we cannot get beyond mete conjecture and 
possibility. 
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separate poems was deferred, the harder it would be to 
obliterate in men’s minds the previous state of separation, and 
to make them accept the new aggregate as an original unity. 
The bards or rhapsodes might have found comparatively little 
difficulty in thus piecing together distinct songs, during the 
ninth or eighth century before Christ ; but if we suppose the 
process to be deferred until the latter half of the sixth century 
— if we imagine that Sol6n, with all his contemporaries and 
predecessors, knew nothing about any aggregate Iliad, but was 
accustomed to read and hear only those sixteen distinct epical 
pieces into which Lachmann would dissect the Iliad, each of 
the sixteen bearing a separate name of its own — no compilation 
then for the first time made by the friends of Peisistratus could 
have effaced the established habit, and planted itself in the 
general convictions of Greece as that primitive Homeric pro- 
duction, Had the sixteen pieces remained disunited and 
individualised down to the time of Peisistratus, they would in 
all probability have continued so ever afterwards j nor could 
the extensive changes and transpositions which (according to 
Lachmann’s theory) were required to melt them down into our 
present Iliad, have obtained at that late period universal 
acceptance. Assuming it to be true that such changes and 
transpositions did really take place, they must at least be referred 
to a period greatly earlier than Peisistratus or Sol6n. 

The whole tenor of the poems themselves confirms what 
is here remarked. There is nothing either in the Iliad or 
Odyssey which savours of modernism^ applying that term to the 
age of Peisistratus; nothing which brings to our view the 
alterations, brought about by two centuries, in the Greelt 
language, the coined money, the habits of siting and reading, 
the despotisms and' republican governments, the close military 
array, the improved construction of ships, the Amphiktyonic 
convocations, the mutual frequentation of religious festivals, 
the Oriental and Egyptian veins of religion, &c., familiar to the 
latter epoch. These alterations Onomakritus and the other 
literary friends of Peisistratus could hardly have failed to notice 
even without design, had they then for the first time undertaken 
the tnslf of piecing together many self-existent epics into one 
large aggregate.^ Everything in the two great Homeric poems, 

r Wolf allows both the tmifomity of oolourinff and the antSqoitv of 
colouring which pervade the Homeric poem’s, also the strong line by \riucb 
they stand distinguished &om the other Greek poets “ Imino congmunt 
in iis omnin ferme in idem ingenium, in eosdem mores, in eandem formam 
sentiendi et loquendi.” (Prolegom, p. cchtv. ; compare p. cxxxvni.) 

Ke thinks indeed that this harmony was resUred by the ability and cate 
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both in substance and in language, belongs to an age two or 
three centuries earlier than Peisistratus. Indeed even the 
interpolations (or those passages which on the best grounds are 
pronounced to be such) betray no trace of the sixth century 
before Christ, and may well have been heard by Archilochus 
and Kallinus — in some cases even by Arktinus and Hesiod — 
as genuine Homeric matter. As far as the evidences on the 
case, as well internal as external, enable us to judge, wc seem 
warranted in believing that the Iliad and Odyssey were recited 
substantially as they now stand (always allowing for partial 
divergences of text and interpolations) in 776 B,c., our first 
trustworthy mark of Grecian time. And this ancient date — let 
it be added — as it is the best authenticated fact, so it is also 
the most important attribute of the Homeric poems, considered 
in reference to Grecian history. For they thus afford us an 
insight into the ante-historical character of the Greeks — enabling 
us to trace the subsequent forward march of the nation, and to 
seize instructive contrasts between their former and their later 
condition. 

Rejecting therefore the idea of compilation by Peisistratus, 
and referring the present state of the Iliad and Odyssey to a 
period more than two centuries earlier, the question still 
remaim, by what process, or tlmough whose agency, they reached 
that state? Is each poem the work of one author, or of 
several ? If the latter, do all the parts belong to the same age ? 
What ground is there for believing, that any or all of these parts 
existed before as separate poems, and have been accommodated 
to the place in which they now appear by more or less 
systematic alteration? 

The acute and valuable Prolegomena of Wolf, half a century 
ago, powerfully turned the attention of scholars to the necessity 
of considering the Iliad and Odyssey with reference to the age 
and society in which they arose, and to the material differences 
in this respect between Homer and more recent epic poets.^ 

of Aristarchus (''minficutn ilium concentum revocatnm Aristarcbo imprimis 
dehemus”). This is a very exaggerated estimate of the interference of 
Aristerdius : hut at any rate the eoncentus itself was ancient and original, 
and Aristarchus only restored it when it had been spoiled by intervening 
accidents ; at least, if we are to construe remtcalum strictly, whicli perhaps 
is hardly consistent with Wolf’s main theory. 

^ See Wolf, Prolegg. c. xii. jp. xliii. "Nondumenim prorsus ejecta et 
cxplosa est eorum rauo, qui Hometum et Callimachum ct Virgilium et 
Nonnum et Miltonum eodem animo legunt, nec quid uniuscujusque mtas 
ferat, expendere legendo et computare laborant,” &c. 

A similar and earlier attempt to construe the Homeric poems with 
reference to their a<»e, is to be seen in the treatise called II Vero Omero of 
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Since that time an elaborate study has been bestowed upon 
the early manifestations of poetry (Sagen-poesie) among other 
nations ; and the German critics especially, among whom this 
description of literature has been most cultivated, have selected 
it as the only appropriate analogy for the Homeric poems. 
Such poetry, consisting for the most part of short, artless 
effusions, with little of deliberate or far-sighted combination, 
has been assumed by many critics as a fit standard to apply for 
measuring the capacities of the Homeric age; an age ex- 
clusively of speakers, singers, and hearers, not of readers or 
writers. In place of the unbounded admiration which was felt 
for Homer, not merely as a poet of detail, but as constructor of 
a long epic, at the time when Wolf wrote his Prolegomena, 
the tone of criticism passed to the opposite extreme, and 
attention was fixed entirely upon the defects in the arrangement 
of the Iliad and Odyssey. Whatever was to be found in them 
of symmetry or pervading system, was pronounced to be 
decidedly post-Homeric. Under such preconceived anticipa- 
tions Homer seems to have been generally studied in Germany, 
during the generation succeeding Wolf, the negative portion of 
whose theory was usually admitted, though as to the positive 
substitute — what explanation was to be given of the history and 
present constitution of the Homeric poems — there was by no 
means the like agreement. During the last ten years, however, 
a contrary tendency has manifested itself; the Wolfian theory 
has been re-examined and shaken by Nitzsch, who, as well as 
O. Muller, Welcker, and other scholars, have revived the idea 
of original Homeric unity, under certain modifications. The 
change in Goethe’s opinion, coincident with this new direction, 
is recorded in one of his latest works.^ On the other hand, the 
original opinion of Wolf has also been reproduced within the 
last five years, and fortified with several new observations on 
the text of the Iliad, by Lachmann. 

Vico, — niiirked with a good deal of original thought, hat not strong in 
erudition (Opere di Vico, ed. Miian, vol. v. p. 437-497). 

An interesting and instructive review of the course of Homeric criticism 
during the last fifty years, comprising some new details on the gradual 
development of the theories both of Wolf and of Ladimann, will be found 
in a recent Dissertation published at Konigsbetg — ‘ ' Die Homerische ICritik 
von Wolf bis Grota " — by Dr. Ludwig Friedlflnder, Berliu, 1853, Dr. 
Friedlandcr approves several of the opinions which I have ventured to 
advance respecting the probable structure of the Iliad, and sustains them 
by now reasons of his own. 

t In the 46lh volume of his collected works, in the little treatise 
''Homer, noth einmal” \ compare G. Lange, Ueber die Kykllschen, 
Dichtei (Mainz. 1837), Preface, p. vi. 
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The point is thus still under controversy among able scholars, 
and is probably destined to remain so. For in truth our means 
of knowledge are so limited, that no man can produce argu- 
ments sufficiently cogent to contend against opposing precon- 
ceptions j and it creates a painful sentiment of diffidence when 
we read the expressions of equal and absolute persuasion with 
which the two opposite conclusions have both been advanced.^ 
We have nothing to teach us the history of these poems except 
the poems themselves. Not only do we possess no collateral 
information respecting them or their authors, but we have no 
one to describe to us the people or the age in which they 
Originated: our knowledge respecting contemporary Homeric 
society is collected exclusively from the Homeric compositions 
themselves. We are ignorant whether any other, or what 
other, poems preceded them or divided with them the public 
favour, nor have we anything better than conjecture to deter- 
mine either the circumstances under which they were brought 
before the hearers, or the conditions which a bard of that day 
was required to satisfy. On all these points, moreover, the age 

r “Non esse totam IlUdem aut Odysaenm unius poctse opus,_ita extra 
dubitationem positam puta ut qui secus sentiat, eum non satis lectitasse ilia 
carmina contendsm.'’ (Godf. Hermann, Frsefat. od Odj^eam, Ups. 
1825, p. iv.) See the language of the same eminent critic in his treatise 
'** Ueber Homer and Sappho,” Opuscula, vol. v. p. 74. 

Lachmann, alter having dissected the 2200 lines in the Iliad, between 
the beginning of the eleventh book and line 590 of the fifteenth, into four 
songs in the highest degree different in their spirit” (“ihremGeiste 
nach hSohat verschiedene Lieder"), tells ns that whosoever thinks this 
difference of spirit inconsiderable, — ^whosoever does not feel, it at once 
when pointed out, — whosoever can believe that the parts as they stand 
now belong to one artistically constructed Epos, — •“ will do well not to 
trouble himself any mote either with my crinoisms Or with epic poetry, 
because he is too weak to understand aiwthing about it ” (" weil er zu 
schwach ist etwas darin zu verstehen ”) : Fernere Betrachtongen Ueber die 
Ilias : Abhandl. Berlin. Acad. 1841, p. 18, § xxiil. 

On the contrary, Ulrici, after having shown (or tried to show) that the 
■composition of Homer satisfies perfectly, in the main, all the exigencies of 
an artistic epic — adds, that this will make itself at once evident to all those 
who have any sense of artistical symmeti'y ; but that for those to whom 
that sense is wanting, no conclusive demonstration can be given. He 
warns the latter, however, that they are not to deny the existence of that 
which their shortsighted vision cannot distinguish, for everything cannot be 
made clear to children, which the mature man sees through at a glance 
'(Ulrici, Gescbichte des Griechischen Epos, Port i. ch. vii. p. 2607261). 
Read also Payne ICnight, Prolcg. c. xxvii., about the insanity of the 
Wolfian school, obvious even to the “ homunculus e trivio.” 

I have the misfortune to dissent from both Lachmann and Ulrici ; for it 
•appean to me a mistake to put the Iliad and Odyssey on the same fooling, 
■as Ulrici does, and as is too frequently done by others. 
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of Thucydides ^ and Plato seems to have been no better in- 
formed than we are, except in so far as they could profit by the 
analogies of the cyclic and other epic poems, which would 
doubtless in many cases have afforded valuable aid. 

Nevertheless no classical scholar can be easy without some 
opinion respecting the authorship of these immortal poems. 
And the more defective the evidence we possess, the more 
essential is it that all that evidence should be marshalled in 
the clearest order, and its bearing upon the points in controversy 
distinctly understood beforehand. Both these conditions 
seem to have been often neglected, throughout the long-con- 
tinued Homeric discussion. 

To illustrate the first point: — Since two poems are com- 
prehended in the problem to be solved, the natural process 
would be, first to study the easier of the two, and then to apply 
the conclusions thence deduced as a means of explaining the 
other. Now the Odyssey, looking at its aggregate character, 
is incomparably more easy to comprehend than the Iliad. 
Yet most Homeric critics apply the microscope at once, and in 
the first instance, to the Iliad. 

To illustrate the second point : — What evidence is sufficient 
to negative the supposition that tlte Iliad or the Odyssey is a 
poem originally and intentionally one ? Not simply particular 
gaps and contradictions, though they be even gross and 
numerous ; but the preponderance of these proofs of mere un- 
prepared coalescence over the other proofs of designed adapta- 
tion scattered throughout the whole poem. For the poet (or the 
co-operating poets, if more than one) may have intended to 
compose an harmonious whole, but may have realised their 
intention incompletely, and left partial faults ; or perhaps the 
contradictory lines may have crept in through a corrupt text 
A survey of the whole poem is necessary to determine the 
question j and this necessity, too, has not always been attended 
to. 

If it had happened that the Odyssey had been preserved to 
us alone, without the Iliad, I think the dispute respecting 
Homeric unity would never have been raised. _ For the former 
is, in my judgement, pervaded almost from beginning to end by 
marks of designed adaptation j and the special faults which 

> Plato, Aristotle, and thelt contemporaries generally, read the most 
suspicions portions of the Homeric poems as eenuine (Nitzsch, Flan nnd 
Gang der Odysseej in the Preface to his second vol. of Comments on the 
Odyssey, p. Ix.^xiv.). 

Thncydldls accepts the Hymn to Apollo as a composition by the author 
of the Iliad, 
vnr rt. 


T 
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Wolf, W. Muller, and B. Thiersch,^ have singled out for the 
purpose of disproving such unity of intention, are so few and of 
so little importance, that they would have been universally ref- 
garded as mere instances of haste or unskilfulness on the part 
of the poet, had they not been seconded by the far more power- 
ful battery opened against the Iliad. These critics, having laid 
down their general presumptions against the antiquity of the 
long epopee, illustrate their principles by exposing the many 
flaws and fissures in the Iliad, and then think it sufficient if 
they can show a few similar defects in the Odyssey — as if the 
breaking up of Homeric unity in the former naturally entailed 
a similar necessity with regard to the latter ; and their method 
of proceeding, contrary to the rule above laid down, puts the 
more difficult problem in the foreground, as a means of solution 
for the easier. We can hardly wonder, however, that they have 
applied their observations in the first instance to the Iliad, be- 
cause it is in every man’s esteem the more marked, striking and 
impressive poem of the two — ^and the character of Homer is 
more intimately identified with it than with the Odyssey. This 
may serve as an explanation of the course pursued j but be the 
case as it may in respect to comparative poetical merit, it is not 
the less true, that as an aggregate, the Odyssey is more simple 
and easily understood, and therefore ought to come first in the 
order of analysis. 

Now, looking at the Odyssey by itself, the proofs of a unity 
of design seem unequivocal and everywhere to be found. A 
prememtated structure, and a concentration of interest upon 
one prime hero under well-defined circumstances, may be traced 
from the first book to the twenty-third. Odysseus is always 
either directly or indirectly kept before the reader, as a warrior 
returning from the fulness of glory at Troy, exposed to manifold 
and protracted calamities during his return home, on which his 
whole soul is so bent that he refuses even the immortality 
offered by Calypsfi ; — a victim, moreover, even after his return, 
to mingled injury and insult from the suitors, who have long 
been plundering his property and dishonouring his house ; but 
at length obtaining, by valour and cunning united, a signal 
revenge which restores him to all that' he had lost. All the 
persons and all the events in the poem are subsidiary to this 
main plot : and the divine agency, necessary to satisfy the feel- 
ing of the Homeric man, is put forth by Poseiddn and AthenS, 
in both cases from dispositions directly bearing upon Odysseus. 

1 Bernhard Thiersch, Ueber das Zeilnlter und 'Vaterland dcs Homer 
(Halberstadt 1832), Einleitunp, p. 4-18. 
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To appreciate the unity of the Odyssey, we have only to read 
the objections taken against that of the Iliad — especially in re- 
gard to the long withdrawal of Achilles, not only from the scene, 
but from the memory — together with the independent pro- 
minence of Ajax, Diomfides and other heroes. How far we arc 
entitled from hence to infer the want of premeditated unity in the 
Iliad, will be presently considered; but it is certain that the 
constitution of the Odyssey in this respect everywhere demon- 
strates the presence of such unity. Whatever may be the 
interest attached to Penelope, Telemachus, or Eumseus, we 
never disconnect them from their association with Odysseus. 
The present is not the place for collecting the many marks of 
artistical structure dispersed throughout this poem ; but it may 
be worth while to remark, that the final catastrophe realised in 
the twenty-second book — the slaughter of the suitors in the 
very house which they were profaning — is distinctly and pro- 
minently marked out in the first and second books, promised 
by Teiresias in the eleventh, by Athene in the thirteenth, and 
by Helen in the fifteenth, and gradually matured by a series of 
suitable preliminaries, throughout the eight books preceding its 
occurrence.^ Indeed what is principally evident, and what has 
been often noticed, in the Odyssey, is, the equable flow both of 
the narrative and the events ; the absence of that rise and fall 
of interest which is sufficiently conspicuous in the Iliad. 

To set against these evidences of unity, there ought at least 
to be some strong cases produced of occasional incoherence or 
contradiction. But it is remarkable how little of such counter- 
evidence is to be found, although the arguments ofAVolf, W. 
Muller, and B. Thiersch stand so much in need of it. They 
have discovered only one instance of undeniable inconsistency 
in the parts — the number of days occupied by the absence of 
Telemachus at Pylus and Sparta. That young prince, though 
represented as in great haste to depart, and refusing pressing 
invitations to prolong his stay, must nevertheless be supposed 
to have continued for thirty days the guest of Menelaus, in 
order to bring his proceedings into chronological harmony with 
those of Odysseus, and to explain the first meeting of father 
and son in the swine-fold of Eumteus. Here is undoubtedly 
an inaccuracy (so Nitzsch ® treats it, and I think justly) on the 

* Compare i. 295 ; ii. 14S (v^iroo'ef ««*' fireiro Sif/taiv ii/TOir0n> f^-ourSe) J 
xi. 1 18 5 xiil. 395 i XV. 178 ; also xiv. 162. 

^ Nitzsch, Flan und Gang der Odyssee, p. xliil., prefixed to the second 
vol. of his Commentary on the Odysseis. 

“ At carminum prim! aoditores non adeo curiosi erant (observes Mr, 
Fayne Knivht, Prolev. c. xxiii.}, ut ejusmodi rerum laliones aut ext^uirerent 
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part of the poet, who did not anticipate, and did not experience 
in ancient times, so strict a scrutiny ; an inaccuracy certainly 
not at all wonderful ; the matter of real wonder is, that it stands 
almost alone, and that there are no others in the poem. 

Now this is one of the main points on which W. Muller and 
B. Thiersch rest their theory — explaining the chronological con- 
fusion by supposing that the journey of Telemachus to Pylus and 
Sparta constituted the subject of an epic originally separate 
(comprising the first four books and a portion of the fifteenth), 
and incorporated at second-hand with the remaining poem. 
And they conceive this view to be further confirmed by the 
double assembly of the gods (at the beginning of the first book 
as well as of the fifth), which they treat as an awkward repeti- 
tion, such as could not have formed part of the primary scheme 
of any epic poet. But here they only escape a small difficulty 
by running into another and a greater. For it is impossible to 
comprehend how the first four books and part of the fifteenth 
can ever have constituted a distinct epic ; since the adventures 
of Telemachus have no satisfactory termination, except at the 
point of confluence with those of his father, when the unex- 
pected meeting and recognition takes place under the roof of 
Eumseus — nor can any epic poem ever have described that 
meeting and recognition without giving some account how 
Odysseus carne thither. Moreover the first two books of the 
Odyssey distinctly lay the ground, and carry expectation for- 
ward, to the final catastrophe of the poem — treating Tele- 
machus as a subordinate person, and his expedition as merely 
provisional towards an ulterior result. Nor can I agree with 
W. Miiller, that the real Odyssey might well be supposed to 
begin with the fifth book. On the contrary, the exhibition of 
the suitors and the Ithakesian agora, presented to us in the 
second book, is absolutely essential to the full comprehension 
of the books subsequent to the thirteenth. The suitors are 
far too important personages in the poem to allow of their 
being first introduced in so informal a manner as we read in 
the sixteenth book: indeed the passing allusions of Athfinfi 
aut expendeient : neque eonim tides c snbtilioribus congruentiis omnino 
pendebat. Monendi enim sunt etiam atque etiam Hotnericorum studiosi, 
veteres illos iotSobs non lingud professorid inter viros criticos et grain- 
maticos, aut alios qnoscunquc argntiaium captatores, carmina canlitasse, 
sed inter eos qui sensibus animorum Ubere, incaute, et efliise indulgerent," 
&c. Oiap. xxii.-xxvii. of Mr. Knight’s Prolegomena are valuable to the 
same purpose, showing the " homines nides et ogresles " of that day as 
excellent judges of what fell under their senses and observation, but care- 
less, credulous, and unobservant of contradiction, in matters which came 
only under the mind’s eye. 
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(xiii. 310, 37s) and Eumseus (xiv. 41, Si) to the suitors, pre- 
suppose cognisance of them on the part of the hearer. 

Lastly, the twofold discussion of the gods, at the beginning 
of the first and fifth books, and the double interference of 
AthSng, far from being a needless repetition, may be shown 
to suit perfectly both the genuine epical conditions and the 
unity of the poeni.^ For although the final consummation, 
and the organisation of measures against the suitors, was to be 
accomplished by Odysseus and Telemachus jointly, yet the 
march and adventures of the two, until the moment of their 
meeting in the dwelling of Eumteus, were essentially distinct. 
But according to the religious ideas of the old epic, the pre- 
siding direction of Athene was necessary for the safety and 
success of both of them. Her first interference arouses and 
inspires the son, her second produces the liberation of the 
father — constituting a point of union and common origination 
for two lines of adventures in both of which she takes earnest 
interest, but which are necessarily for a time kept apart in 
order to coincide at the proper moment. 

It will thus appear that the twice-repeated agora of the gods 
in the Odyssey, bringing home as it does to one and the same 
divine agent that double start which is essential to the scheme 
of the poem, consists better with the supposition of premeditated 
unity than with that of distinct self-existent parts. And as- 
suredly the manner in which Tdcmachus and Odysseus, both 
by different roads, are brought into meeting and conjunction, 
at the dwelling of Eumteus, is something not only contrived, 
but very skilfully contrived. It is needless to advert to the 
highly interesting character of Eumceus, rendered available as a 
rallying point, though in different ways both to the father and 
the son, over and above the sympathy which he himself 
inspires. 

If the Odyssey be not an original unity, of what self-existent 
parts can we imagine it to have consisted? To this question 
it is difficult to imagine a satisfactory reply : for the supposition 
that Telemachus and his adventures may once have formed 
the subject of a separate epos, apart from Odysseus, appears 
inconsistent with the whole character of that youth as it stands 

* \V. Muller is not correct in saying that in the first assembly of the , 
gods, Zeus promises something which he does not perform t Zens does not 
^mise to send Hermds ns messenger to ICalypsd, in the first book,' though 
Athfinfi urges him to do so. Zeus indeed requires to be urged twice before 
he dictates to I^lypsO the release of Odysseus, but he had already 
intimated in the first book that he felt great difficulty in pmtecting the 
hero, because of the wrath manifested BPUinst him by Poseiddn. 
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in the poem, and with the events in which he is made to take 
part. 'SVe could better imagine the distribution of the adven- 
tures of Odysseus himself into two parts — one containing his 
wanderings and return, the other handling his ill-treatment by 
the suitors and his final triumph. But though either of these 
two subjects might have been adequate to furni.sh out a 
separate poem, it is nevertheless certain, that as they are pre- 
sented in the Odyssey, the former cannot be divorced from the 
latter. The simple return of Odysseus, as it now stands in the 
poem, could satisfy no one as a final close, so long as the 
suitors remain in possession of his house and forbid his reunion 
with his wife. Any poem which treated his wanderings and 
return separately, must have represented his reunion with 
Penelope and restoration to his house as following naturally 
upon his arrival in Ithaka — thus taking little or no notice of 
the suitors. But this would be a capital mutilation of the 
actual epical narrative, which considers the suitors at home as 
an essential portion of the destiny of the much-suffering hero, 
not less than his shipwrecks and trials at sea. His return 
(separately taken) is foredoomed, according to the curse of 
Polyphemus executed by Poseidfin, to be long-deferred, miser- 
able, solitary, and ending with destruction in his house to 
greet him ; ^ and the ground is thus laid, in the very recital of 
his wanderings, for a new series of events which are to happen 
to him after his arrival in Ithaka. There is no tenable halting- 
place between the departure of Odysseus from Troy and the 
final restoration to his house and his wife. The distance 
between these two events may indeed be widened, by accumu- 
lating new distresses and impediments, but any separate portion 
of it cannot be otherwise treated than as a fraction of the 
whole. The beginning and end are here the data in respect 
to epical genesis, though the intermediate events admit of 
being conceived as variables, more or less numerous : so that 
the conception of the whole may be said without impropriety 
both to precede and to govern that of the constituent parts. 

The general result of a study of the Odyssey may be set 
down as follows; — i. The poem as it now stands exhibits 
unequivocally adaptation of parts and dontinuity of structure, 
whether by one or by several consentient hands : it may per- 
haps be a secondary formation, out of a pre-existing Odyssey 

^ Odyss. ix. S34-— 

KaKm h\4<ra% iiro iravray 

Nijb; oAAorpA^Si S' iv fnfp^ara 

*Os (tue Cyclops to Foseiddn) toO S* iicKvt TSva^xaCrri^, 
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of smaller dimensions ; but if so, the parts of the smaller whole 
must have been so far recast as to make them suitable mem- 
bers of the larger, and are noway recognisable by us. 2. The 
subject-matter of the poem not only does not favour, but goes 
far to exclude, the possibility of the Wolfian hypothesis. Its 
events cannot be so arranged as to have composed several 
antecedent substantive epics, afterwards put together into the 
present aggregate. Its authors cannot have been mere com- 
pilers of pre-existing materials, such as Peisistratus and his 
friends : they must have been poets, competent to work such 
matter as they found into a new and enlarged design of their 
own. Nor can the age in which this long poem, of so many 
thousand lines, was turned out as a continuous aggregate, be 
separated from the ancient, productive, inspired age of Grecian 
epic. 

Arriving at such conclusions from the internal evidence of 
the Odyssey,^ we can apply them by analogy to the Iliad. We 
learn something respecting the character and capacities of that 
early age which has left no other mementos except these two 
poems. Long continuous epics (it is observed by those who 
support the views of WolQ, with an artistical structure, are 
inconsistent with the capacities of a rude and non-writing age. 
Such epics (we may reply) are mf inconsisteni with the early age 
of the Greeks, and the Odyssey is a proof of it ; for in that 
poem tlie integration of the whole, and the composition of the 
parts, must have been simultaneous. The analogy of the 
Odyssey enables us to rebut that preconception under which 
many ingenious critics sit down to the study of the Iliad, and 
which induces them to explain all the incoherences of the 
latter by breaking it up into smaller unities, as if short epics 
were the only manifestation of poetical power which the age 
admitted. Tliere ought to be no reluctance in admitting a 
presiding scheme and premeditated unity of parts, in so far as 
the parts themselves point to such a conclusion. 

That the Iliad is not so essentially one piece as the Odyssey, 

1 Wolf admits, in most unequivocal language, the compact and artful 
structure of the Odyssey. Against this positive internal evidence he sets 
the general presumption, that no such constructive art can possibly have 
belonged to a poet of the age of Homer : — "De Odysseft maxime, ctyus 
adrairobilis summa et compages pro prmclarissimo monumento C^eeci 
ingenii habenda est. . • . llnw fit ut Odysseam nemo, cui omnlno priscus 
vates placeat, nisi perlectam e manu deponere queat. At ilia ars id ipsujn 
est, quod vix ac ne vix qtiiclsm coders videtur in vatem, singnlas tantum 
rimpsodias decantantem," &c. (Prolegomena, p, cxviii.-cxjc. ; compare 
cxii.). 
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every man agrees. It includes a much greater multiplicity of 
events, and, what is yet more important, a greater multiplicity 
of prominent personages : the very indefinite title which it bears, 
as contrasted with the speciality of the name Odyssey, marks 
the difference at once. The parts stand out more conspicu- 
ously from the whole, and admit more readily of being felt and 
appreciated in detached recitation. We may also add, that it 
is of more unequal execution than the Odyssey — often rising to 
a far higher pitch of grandeur, but also occasionally tamer : the 
story does not move on continuously ; incidents occur without 
plausible motive, nor can we shut our eyes to evidences of 
incoherence and contradiction. 

To a certain extent, the Iliad is open to all these remarks, 
though Wolf and William Miiller, and above all Lachmann, 
exaggerate the case in degree. And from hence has been 
deduced the hypothesis which treats the parts in their original 
slate as separate integers, independent of and unconnected with 
each other, and forced into unity only by the afterthought of a 
subsequent age ; or sometimes not even themselves as integers, 
but as aggregates grouped together out of fragments still 
smaller — short epics formed by the co.alescence of still shorter 
songs. Now there is some plausibility in these reasonings, so 
long as the discrepancies are looked upon as the whole of the 
case. But in point of fact they are not the whole of the case : 
for it is not less true, that there are large portions of the Iliad 
which present positive and undeniable evidences of coherence 
as antecedent and conssequent, though we are occasionally per- 
plexed by inconsistencies of detail. To deal with these latter, 
is_a portion of the duties of a critic. But he is not to treat the 
Iliad as if inconsistency prevailed everywhere throughout its 
parts ; for coherence of parts — symmetrical antecedence and 
consequence is discernible throughout the larger half of the 
poem. 

Now the Wolfian theory explains the gaps and contradictions 
throughout the narrative, but it explains nothing else. If (as 
liachmann thinks) the Iliad originally consisted of sixteen songs 
or little .substantive epics (Lachmonn’s sixteen songs cover the 
space only as far as the 22nd book or the death of Hector, and 
two more songs would have to be admitted for the 23rd and 
24th books) — not only composed by different authors, but by 
each^ without any view to conjunction with the rest — we have 

^ Lachmann seems to admit one case in which the composer of one song 
manifests cognisance of another song, and a disposition to give what wiU 
fonn a sequd to it. His fifteenth sonv (the Fatrokieia) lasts from xv, <02 
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then no right to expect any intrinsic continuity between them ; 
and all that continuity which we now find must be of extran- 
eous origin. Where are we to look for the origin ? Lachmann 
follows Wolf in ascribing the whole constructive process to 
Peisistratus and his associates, at a period when the creative 
epical faculty is admitted to have died out. But upon this 
supposition Peisistratus (or his associates) must have done 
much more than omit, transpose, and interpolate, here and 
there ; he must have gone far to rewrite the whole poem. A 
great poet might have recast pre-existing separate songs into 
one comprehensive whole, but no mere arrangers or compilers 
would be competent to do so ; and we are thus left without 
any means of accounting for that degree of continuity and con- 
sistence which runs through so large a portion of the Iliad, 
though not through the whole. The idea that the poem as we 
read it grew out of atoms not originally designed for the places 
which they now occupy, involves us in new and ine.Ktricable 
difficulties when we seek to elucidate either the mode of coal- 
escence or the degree of existing unity.^ 

Admitting then premeditated adaptation of parts to a certain 

down to the end of the 17th hook : the sixteenth song (including the four 
next books, from 18 to 22 inclusive) is a continuation of the fifteenth, but 
by a different poet, (h'emere Setrachtungen fiber die Ilias, Abhandl. 
Berlin. Acad. 1841, sect. xxvi. xxviu. xxix. pp. 24, 34, 42). 

This admission of premeditated adaptation to a certain extent breaks np 
the integrity of the Wolfian hypothesis. 

^ The advocates of the Wolfinn theory appear to feel the difficulties 
whidi beset it ; for their language is wavering in respect to these supposed 
primary constituent atoms. Sometimes I^chmaun tells us, that the 
original pieces were much finer poetry than the Iliad as we now read it ; at 
another time, that it cannot be now discovered what they originally were : 
nay, he further admits (as remarked in the preceding note) that the poet 
of the sixteenth song had cognisance of the fifteenth. 

But if it be granted that the original constituent songs were so composed, 
though by difibrent poets, as that the more recent were adapted to the 
earlier, with more or less dexterity and success, this brings us into totally 
different conditions of the problem. It is a virtual surrender of the 
'Wolfian hypothesis, which however Lachmann both means to defend, and 
does defend with ability ; though his vindication of it has, to my mind, 
only the effect of exposing its mherent weakness by carrying it out into 
something detailed and positive. I will add, in re^ct to his Disserta- 
tions, so instructive as a microscopic examination of the poem,— i. That 
1 find myself constantly dissenting from that critical feeling, on the strength 
of which he cuts out parts as interpolations, and discovers traces of the 
hand of distinct poets ; 2. that his objections against the continuity of the , 
narrative are often founded upon lines which the ancient scholiasts and Mr'. 
Payne Knight had already pronounced to be interpolations j 3. that such 
of his objections as are founded upon lines undiluted, admit in many 
cases of a complete and satisfactory reply. 
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extent as essential to the Iliad, we may yet inquire whether it 
was produced all at once or gradually enlarged — ^whether by 
one author or by several j and if the parts be of different age, 
which is the primitir’s kernel, and which are the additions. 

Welcker, Lange, and Nitzsch ^ treat the Homeric poems as 
representing a second step in advance, in the progress of popular 
poetry. First comes the age of short narrative songs j next, 
when these have become numerous, there arise constructive 
minds who recast and blend together many of them into a 
larger aggregate conceived upon some scheme of their own. 
The age of the epos is followed by that of the epopee — 
short spontaneous effusions preparing the way, and furnishing 
materials, for the architectonic genius of the poet. It is further 
presumed by the above-mentioned authors that the pre- 
Homeric epic included a great abundance of such smaller 
songs, — a fact which admits of no proof, but which seems 
countenanced by some passages in Homer, and is in itself 
noway improbable. But the transition from such songs, 
assuming them to be ever so numerous, to a combined and 
continuous poem, forms an epoch in the intellectual history 
of the nation, implying mental qualities of a higher order than 
those upon which the songs themselves depend. Nor is it to 
be imagined that the materials pass unaltered from their first 
state of isolation into their second state of combination. They 
nmst of necessity be recast, and undergo an adapting process, 
in which the genius of the organising poet consists ; nor can 
we hope, by simply knowing them as they exist in the second 
stage, ever to divine how they stood in the first. Such, in my 
judgement, is the right conception of the Homeric epoch, — an 
organising poetical mind, still preserving that freshness of 
observation and vivacity of details which constitutes the 
charm of the ballad. 

Nothing is gained by studying the Iliad as a congeries of 
fragments once independent of each other : no portion of the 
poem can be shmvn to have ever been so, and the supposition 
introduces difficulties greater tlian those which it removes. 
But it is not necessary to affirm that the whole poem as we 
now read it belonged to the original and preconceived plan.® 

^ Lange, in his letter to Goethe, TJeber die Einheit der lUnde, p. 33 
(tSad) ; Nilesch, Historia Hoinerij Fasciculus 2. Pnsfal. p, *. 

® Even Aristotle, the great huilder-up of the celebrity of Homer os 
to cpic^ aggregation, found some occasions (it appears) on which he 
was obliged to be content with simply excusing, without admiring, the 
poet (Poet. 44, rots SWoii iyafloir i voiijriji fiSivuv lupavlCtt rb firoirai'). 

And Hermann observes justly, in hia acute treatise De Interpolatiombus 
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In this respect the Iliad produces upon my mind an impres- 
sion totally different from the Odyssey. In the latter poem, 
the characters and incidents are fewer, and the whole plot 
appears of one projection, from the beginning down to the 
death of the suitors : none of the parts look as if they had 
been composed separately and inserted by way of addition 
into a pre-existing smaller poem. But the Iliad, on the con- 
trary, presents the appearance of a house built upon a plan 
comparatively narrow and subsequently enlarged by successive 
additions. The first book, together with the eighth, and the 
books from the eleventh to the twenty-second inclusive, seem 
to form the primary organisation of the poem, then properly 
an Achilleis: the twenty-third and twenty-fourth books are, 
perhaps, additions at the tail of this primitive poem, which 
still leave it nothing more than an enlarged Achilleis. But 
the books from the second to the seventh inclusive, together 
with the tenth, are of a wider and more comprehensive char- 
acter, and convert the poem from an AchillSis into an Iliad.^ 
The primitive frontispiece, inscribed with the anger of Achilles 
and its direct consequences, yet remains after it has ceased to 
be coextensive with the poem. The parts added, however, are 
not necessarily inferior in merit to the original poem : so far is 
this from being the case, that amongst them are comprehended 
some of the noblest efforts of the Grecian epic. Nor are they 
more recent in date than the original ; strictly speaking, they 
must be a little more recent, but they belong to the stime 
generation and stale of society as the primitive Achillas. 
These qualifications are necessary to keep apart different 
questions which, in discussions of Homeric criticism, are but 
too often confounded. 

If we take those portions of the j^oem which I imagine to 
have constituted the original Achillfiis, it will be found that 
the sequence of events contained in them is more rapid, more 
unbroken, and more intimately knit together in the way of 
cause and effect, than in the oAer books. Heyne and Lach- 
mann indeed, with other objecting critics, complain of the 

Homeri (Opuscnla, t. v, p. 53), — “ Nisi admirabilis ilia Homericorum car- 
ininnm suavitas lectorum animos qoasi incontaCionibtts quibusdani captos 
tencret, non tarn facile delitescerent, qu» accuratius considerata, et malto 
minus aptc qnam quia jure postulel coinposita esse appaiere necesse est," 

This treatise contains many criticisms on the structure of the Iliad, some 
of them very well founded, though there are many from which I dissent. 

^ In reference to the books from the second to the seventh inclusive, 1 
agree with the observations of William Muller, Homerische Vorschntc, 
!^schnit. viii. p. 116-118. 
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action in them as being too much crowded and hurried, since 
one day lasts from the beginning of the eleventh book to the 
middle of the eighteenth, without any sensible halt in the 
march throughout so large a portion of the journey. Lach- 
mann likewise admits that those separate songs, into which 
he imagines that the whole Iliad may be dissected, cannot be 
severed with the same sharpness, in the books subsequent to 
the eleventh, as in those before it* There is only one real 
halting-place from the eleventh book to the twenty-second — 
the death of Patroclus j and this can never be conceived as 
the end of a separate poem,® though it is a capital step in the 
development of the Achillcis, and brings about that entire 
revolution in the temper of Achilles which was essential for 
the purpose of the poet. It would be a mistake to imagine 
that there ever could have existed a separate poem called 
Patrocleia, though a part of the Iliad was designated by that 
name. For Patroclus has no substantive position ! he is the 
attached friend and second of Achilles, but nothing else, — 
standing to the latter in a relation of dependence resembling 
that of Telemachus to Odysseus. And the way in which 
Patroclus is dealt with in the Iliad is (in my judgement) the 
most dexterous and artistical contrivance in the poem — ^that 
which approaches nearest to the neat tissue of the Odyssey.® 

* Lachmnnn, Femere Betrachtungen Uber die Ilias, Abhandlungen Ber. 
Un. Acad. i<|.i, p. 4. 

After having pointed oat certain discrepancies which he maintains to 
prove different composing hands, he adds, — “Nevertheless, we must be 
careful not to regard the single constituent songs in this part of the poem 
as being distinct and separable in a degree equal to those in the first half ; 
for they all with one accord harmonise in one particular circumstance, 
which with reference to the story of the Iliad is not less important even 
than the anger of Achilles, viz. that the three most discingnished heroes, 
Agamemndn, Odysseus, and Diom€des, all become disabled throughout 
the whole duration of the battles.” 

Important for the stoiyr of the AchilUis, I should say, not for that of the 
Iliad. This remark of Lachmann is highly illustrative for the distinction 
between the original and the enlarged poem. 

® I confess my astonishment that a man of so much genius and power 
of thought as M. Benjamin Constant, should have imagined the original 
Iliad to have concluded with the death of Patroclus, on the ground that 
Achilles then becomes reconciled with Agamemndn. See the review of B. 
Constant’s work De la Religion, &c., by O. MUller, in the Kleine 
Schriften of the latter, vol. li. p, 74. 

' He appears as the mediator between the insulted Achilles and the 
Gre^s, manifesting kindly sympathies for the latter without renouncing his 
fidelity to the. former. The wounded Machaon, an object of interest to the 
whole camp, ' being carried olf the field by Nestor— Adiilles, looking on 
from bis distant ship, sends Patroclus to inquire whether U be really 
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The great and capital misfortune which prostrates the 
strength of the Greeks and renders them incapable of defending 
themselves without Achilles, is the disablement by wounds of 
Agamemndn, Diom&des, and Odysseus; so that the defence 
of the wall and of the ships is left only to heroes of the second 
magnitude (Ajax alone excepted), such as Idomeneus, Leon- 
teus, Polypoetfis, Merion6s, Menelaus, &c. Now it is remark- 
able that all these three first-rate chiefs are in full force at the 
beginning of the eleventh book : all three are wounded in the 
battle which that book describes, and at the commencement 
of which Agamemndn is full of spirits and courage. 

Nothing can be more striking than the manner in which 
Homer, concentrates our attention in the first book upon 
Achilles as the hero, his quarrel with Agamemndn, and the 
calamities to the Greeks which are held out as about to ensue 
from it, through the intercession of Thetis with Zeus. But the 
incidents dwelt upon from the beginning of the second book' 
down to the combat between Hector and Ajax in the seventh, 
animated and interesting as they are, do nothing to realise this 
promise. They are a splendid picture of the Trojan war 
generally, and eminently suitable to that larger title under 
which tire poem has been immortalised — but the consequences 
of the anger of Achilles do not appear mitil the eighth book. 
The tenth book, or Doloneia, is also a portion of the Iliad, but 
not of the Achilldis ; while the ninth book appears to me a sub- 
sequent addition, nowise harmonising with that main stream of 
the Achilldis which flows from the eleventh book to the twenty- 
second. The eighth book ought to be read in immediate 

Machaon ; which enables Nestor to lay before Fatroclus the deplorable 
state of the Grecian host, as a motive to induce him and Achilles again to 
take arms. The compassionate feelings of Patrocins being powerfully 
touched, he is hastening to enforce upon Achilles the urgent necessity of 
giving help, when he meets Kurypylus crawling out of the field, helpless 
with a severe wound, and imploring bis succour. He supports the wounded 
warrior to his tent, and ministers to his suffering j but bnore this operation 
is fully completed, the Grecian host has been totally driven hack, and the 
Trojans are on the point of setting fire to the ships ; Patroclus then hurries 
to Achilles to proclaim the desperate peril which hangs over them all, and 
succeeds in obtaining his permission to talce the field at the head of the 
Myrmidons. The way in which Patroclus is kept present to the hearer, as 
a prelude to his brilliant but short-lived display when he comes forth in 
arms,— the contrast between his characteristic gentleness and the ferocity 
of Achilles,— and the natural ti-ain of circuinstances whereby he is made 
the vehicle of reconciliation on the part of his offended friend, and rescue 
to his imperilled countrymen,— all these exhibit a d^ee of epical skill, in 
the author of the primitive AchillSis, to which nothing is found parallel in 
tbi> <idd"d boo" B of the Tliad. 
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connexion with the eleventh, in order to see the structure of what 
seems the primitive Achillfiis j for there are several passages in 
the eleventh and the following books, ^ which prove that the 

1 Observe, for example, the following passages — 

1. Achilles, standing on the prow of his ship, secs the general army of 
Greeks undergoing deieat by the Trojans, and also sees Nestor conveying 
in his chariot a wounded warrior from the field. He sends Patroclus to 
find out who the wounded man is : in calling forth Patroclus, he says (xi, 

. ..... , „ . 

Mcratnaoi), ru uw icexopto'/iiet'c 

Nui' oiw ircpl yoi^Kar qta ai^trt.aOai 
/n<T(rofJi,hovs* 

Heyne, inliis comment, asks the (Question, not unnaturally, “ Poenituerat 
igitur asperitalis erga priorem legaiinncm, an homo arrogans expectaveral 
alteram ad se missam iri?” I answer — neither one nor the other: the 
words imply that he had received uo embassy at all. He is still the s.ame 
Achilles who in the first book paced alone by the sea-shore, devouring his 
own soul under a sense of biller affront, and praying to Thetis to aid his 
revenge : tliis revenge is now about to be realised, and he liails its approach 
with delight. But if we admit the emlrassy of the ninth book to intervene, 
the passage becomes a glaring inconsistency; for that which Achilles 
anticipates as future, and even yet as contingent, had mtually occurred on 
the previous evening ; the Greeks had .supplicated at his feet, — they head 
proclaimed their intolerable need, — and he had spurned them. The Scholi- 
ast, in his explanation of these lines, after giving the plain meaning, that 
“ Achilles .shows what he has long been desiring, to see the Greeks in a 
state of supplication to him”— seenns to rccoUect that this is in contra- 
diction to tne ninth book, and tries to remove the contradiction by saying 
“ that he had been prcwously mollified by conversation with Phoenix ” — 
•IjSsi irponab.axOfU ijr tSv ipolnicas \byt)i ' — a supposition neither 
countcnanci^ by any thing in the poet, nor sufficient to remove the 
difficulty. 

2. The speech of Foseidfln (xiii. iij) to encomuge the dispirited Grecian 
heroes, in svhich, after having admitted tlie injury done to Achilles by 
AgamemnOn, he recommends an efibrt to heal the sore, and intimates 
“ that the minds of good men admit of this healing process” ('AW i/re- 
d/ieOtt Baaaov i/eecrro? re 0 peVer iaBXZv), is certainly not very consistent with 
the supposition that this attempt to heal had been made in the best possible 
way, and that Achilles had manifested a mind implacable in the extreme 
on the evening before— while the mind of Agamemnfin was already brought 
to proclaimed humiliation and needed no further healing. 

3. And what shall we say to the language of Achilles and Patroclus at 
the beginning of the sixteenth book, just at the moment when the d.angcr 
has reached ns maximum, and when Achilles is about to send forth Iiis 
friend 7 

Neither Nestor, when he invokes and instiucts Patroclus os intercessor 
with Achilles (xi. 654-790), nor Patroclus himself, though in the extreme 
of anxiety to work upon the mind of Achilles, and reproaching him with 
hardness of heart— ever bring to remembrance the ample atonement which 
had been tendered to him ; while Achilles himself repeals the original 
ground of quarrel, the wrong offered to him in taking away Brisdis, con- 
tinuing the language of the first hook ; then without the least allusion to 
the atonement and restitution since tendered, he yields to his friend’s pro- 
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poet who composed them could not have had present to his 
mind the main event of the ninth book,— the outpourbg of 

position just like a man whose wrong remained unredressed, but who was 
nevertheless forced to take arms by necessity (xvi. 60-63) — 

tA jLitv irporervx^At eairopLci>, ovS‘ apa irus 
KKXoA^vBoi ivi ^pciTLV* Tjrot ye 
Ou irptv Mivtd^bv itiiTOitrawTtt^cvj &XK* oiroTap fit) 
i/*as a^hcurat afirv re irrfiAe/ior re. 

I agree with the Scholiast and Hesme in interpreting t<^i\v ye as equiva- 
lent to Sispo^flijp — not as referring to any express antecedent declaiation. 

Again, further on in the same speech, “ The Trojans (Achilles says) 
now press boldly forward upon the ships, for they no longer see the blaze 
of my helmet : but if Agamemndn eoeu favourably disposed taviards me, 
they would presently run away and fill the ditches with their dead bodies ” 

• Ta}^ K9V <pevyot>rci evavKovt 

nx^crciap vcHi^taVi ei ftci K^iCtav 'A-yafii/ivtav 
'lima aiSeCri' vvv (rrpaToi^ 

Now here again, if we take our start from the first book, omitting the 
ninth, the sentiment is perfectly just. But assume the ninth book, and it 
becomes false and misplaced ; for Agamemnfin is then a prostrate and 
rmentantman, not merely “favourably disposed” towards Achilles, but 
onering to pay any price for the purpose of appeasing him. 

4. Again, a few lines further, in the same speech, Achilles permits 
Patroclus to go forth, in consideration of the extreme peril of the fleet, but 
restricts him simply to avert this peril and do nothing more t " Obey my 
words, so that you may procure for me hotiour and glory from the body ^ 
Greeks, and that they may send back to me the damsel, giving me ample 
presents besides i when you have driven the Trojans from the ships, come 
back again 

'fls av JULoi Tr/il)v /leydAijit Kal KvSos iptjat 
Itpos n 4 vruv aarouv* arfip ot mpiicaAKsa Kofippv 
^vopaovuvr, nport fi' iyAoA fiupa jrAputinr 
'£k vriav lAavas, icveu rrfiXw (84-87). 

How are we to reconcile this with the ninth book, where Achilles 
declares that he does not care for being honoured by the Greeks, ix. 604 ? 
in the mouth of the affronted Achilles of the first book such words are apt 
enough ; he will grant succour, but only to the extent necessary for the- 
emergency, and in such a way as to ensure redress for his own wrong, — 
which redress he has no reason as yet to conclude that Agamemndn is will- 
ing to grant. But the ninth book kas actually tendered to him everything 
which he here demands and even more (the daughter of Agamemndn in 
marriage, without the price usually paid for a bride, &c.) ; Brisflis, whom 
now he is so anxious to re-possess, was then offered in restitution, and he 
disdained the offer. Hr. Ivnight in &ct strikes out these lines as ^tnrious ; 
partly because they contradict the ninth book, where Achilles has actually 
rejected what he here thirsts for (" Dona cum puellS jam antea oblata 
aspernatus erat ”)— partly because he thinks that they express a sentiment 
unworthy of Achilles ; in which latter criticism I do not concur. 

5. We proceed a little further to the address of Patroclus to the Myr: 
midons, as he is conducting them forth to the battle ; “ Fight bravely, 
Myrmidons, that we may bring honour to Achilles; and that the wide? ■ 
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profound humiliation by the Greeks, and from Agamemndn 
especially, before Achilles, coupled with formal offers to restore 

ruling Agamemnfln may know the mad folly which he committed when he 
dishonoured the bravest of the Greeks." 

To impress this knowledge upon Agamemndn was no longer necessary, 
The ninth book records his humiliating confession of it, accompanied by 
atonement and repamtion. To teach him the lesson a second time is to 
break the bruised reed, — to slay the slain. But leave out the ninth book, 
and the motive is the natural one,— both for Patroclus to offer, and for the 
Myrmidons to obey ; Achilles still remains a dishonoured man, and to 
humble the rival who has dishonoured him is the first of all objects, as 
well with his friends as with himself. ■ 

6. Lastly, the time comes when Achilles, in deep anoriish for the death 
of Patroclus, looks back with aversion and repentance to the past. To what 
point should wc expect that his repentance would natumlly turn 7 Not to 
his primary quarrel with Agamemnbn, in which he had been undeniably 
wronged— but to the scene in the ninth book, where the maximum of 
atonement for the previous wrong is tendered to him and scornfully re- 
jected. Yet when we turn to xvlii. loS, and xix. JS> dS, 270, we find him 
reverting to the primitive quarrej in the first book, just as if it had been the 
last incident in his relations with Agamemnfin : moreover, Agamemnfin 
{xix. 86), in iis speech of reconciliation, treats the past just in the same 
•way, — deplores his original insanity in wranging Achilles. 

7. When we look to the prayers of Achilles and Thetis, addressed to 
Zeas in the fimt book, we find that the consummation prayed for is, — 
■honour to Achilles, — redress for the wrong offered to him,— victory to the 
Tiojans until AgamemnOn and the Greelcs shall be made bitterly sensible 
•of the wrong which they have done to their bravest Warrior (i. 409-509). 
Now this consummation is brought about ia the ninth book. Achilles can 
get no more, nor does he ultimately get more, either in the way of redress 
to himself or remorseful humiliation of Agamemndn, than what is here 
tendered. The defeat which the Greeks snffer in the battle of the eighth 
hook (KiIao; Vtdxv) has brought about the consummation. The subse- 
•quent and much more destructive defeats which they undergo are thus 
causeless : yet Zeus Is represented as inflicting them reluctantly, and only 
because they are necessary to honour Achilles (xiii. 350 ; *v. 75, 235, 
598 ; compare also viii. 372 and 475). 

If we reflect upon tbe constitution of the poem, we shall see that the 
fundamental sequence of events in it is, a series of misfortunes to the 
Greeks, brought on by Zens for the special purpose of procuring atonement 
■to Achilles and bringing humiliation on Agamemndn ; the introduction of 
Patroclus superadds new motives of the utmost interest, bnt it is most har- 
moniously worked into the fundamental sequence. Now the intrusion of 
the ninth book breolts up the scheme of the poem by disuniting this 
•sequence ; Agamemndn is on his knees before Achilles, entreating pardon 
and proffering reparation, yet the calamities of the Greeks become more 
and more dreadful. The atonement of the ninth book comes at the wrong 
time and in the wrong manner. 

There are four passages (and only four, so far as I am aware) in which 
the embassy of the ninth book is alluded to in the subsequent books ; one 
in xvlii. 444-456, which was expunged as spurious by Aristarchus (see the 
Scholia and Knight’s commentary ad lee.) ; and three others in the follow- 
ing book, wherein the gifts previously tendered by Odysseus as the envoy 
'of Agamemndn are noticed as identicu with the gifts actually given in the 
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BrisMs and pay the amplest compensation for past wrong. The 
words of Achilles (not less than those of Patroclus and Nestor) 
in the eleventh and in the following books, plainly imply that 
the humiliation of the Greeks before him, for which he thirsts, 
is as yet futur,e and contingent ; that no plenary apology has 
yet been tendered, nor any offer made of restoring BrisSis ; 
while both Nestor and Patroclus, with all their wish to induce 
him to take arms, never take notice of the offered atonement 
and restitution, but view him as one whose ground for quarrel 
stands still the same as it did at the beginning. Moreover, if 
we look at the first book — the opening of the AchillSis — ^we 
shall see that this prostration of Agamemnbn and the chief 
Grecian heroes before Achilles would really be the termination 
of the whole poem ; for Achilles asks nothing more from Thetis, 
nor Thetis anything more from Zeus, than that Agamemndn 
and the Greeks may be brought to know the wrong that they 
have done to their capital wanrior, and humbled in the dust in 
expiation of it. We may add, that the abject terror, in which 
Agamemndn appears in the ninth book when he sends the 
supplicatory message to Achilles, as it is not adequately 
accounted for by the degree of calamity which the Greeks 
have experienced in the preceding (eighth) book, so it is in- 
consistent with the gallantry and high spirit with which he 
shines at the beginning of the eleventh.^ The situation of the 

nineteenth book. I feet persuaded that these passages (vr. 140-141, 193- 
195, and 243} axe specially inserted for the purpose of establishing a con- 
nexion between the ninth book and the nineteenth. The four lines (192- 
X95) are decidedly better away: the iitst two lines (140-141} are noway 
necessary ; while the word (which occurs in both passag^ is only 
rendered admissible by being stretdied to mean nudias itrtins (Heyne twl 
lot.), 

I will only further remark with respect to the ninth book, that the sweeh 
of Agamemndn (I 7 -- 28 ), the theme for the rebuke of JDiomddds and the 
obscure commonplace of Nestor, is taken verbatim from his speech in the 
second book, in which place the proposition, of leaviiv the place and flyings 
is made, not seriously, but as a stratagem (ii. Iio, 118, 140), 

Ihe length of this note can only be ezensed by its direct beorine upon 
the structure of the Iliad. To show that the books from the eleventh 
downwards are composed by a poet who has no Imowledge of the -ninth 
bookj is, in ' my judgmnent, a very important point of evidence in aiding us 
to understand what the original Achilldis was. The books from the second 
to die seventh inclusive are insertions Icko the Achiildis and lie apart fmn 
its plot, but do not violently contradict it, except in regard to the agora of 
the gods at the begiiming of the fourth book, and the almost mortal wound 
of Sarpddon in his battle with Tlepolemus. But the ninth book overthrows 
the iundamental scheme of the poem. 

> Helbig (Sittl. Zustanden des Heldenalters, p. 30} says, “ The con< 
sdousness in the bpspm of Agamemndn that he has oficred atonement to 
VOL. JI, U 
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Greeks only becomes desperate when the three great chiefs, 
Agamemndn, Odysseus, and Diomfidfis, are disabled by 
wounds this is the irreparable calamity which works upon 
Patroclus, and through him upon Achilles. The ninth book 
as it now stands seems to me an addition, by a different hand, 
to the original AchillSis, framed so as both to forestall and to 
spoU the nineteenth book, which is the real reconciliation of 
the two inimical heroes ; I will venture to add that it carries 
the pride and egotism of Achilles beyond even the largest 
exigencies of insulted honour, and is shocking to that senti- 
ment of Nemesis which was so deeply seated in the Grecian 
mind. We forgive any excess of fury against the Trojans and 
Hector, after the death of Patroclus; but that he should remain 
unmoved by restitution, by abject supplications, and by the 
richest atoning presents, tendered from the Greeks, indicates 
an implacability such. as neither the first book, nor the books 
between the eleventh and the seventeenth, convey.® 

It is with the Grecian agora in the beginning of the second 
book that the Iliad (as distinguished from the Achill^is) com- 
mences, — continued through the Catalogue, the muster of the 
two armies, the single combat between Menelaus and Paris, the 
renewed promiscuous battle caused by the arrow of Pandarus, 
the (Epip616sis or) personal circuit of Agamemndn round the 
army, Aristeia or brilliant ej^loits of Diom6d§s, the visit of 
Hector to Troy for purposes of sacrifice, his interview with 
Andromachfi, and his combat with Ajax — down to the seventh 
book. All liiese are beautiful poetry, presenting to us the 
general Trojan war and its conspicuous individuals under 
different points of view, but leaving no room in the reader’s 
mind for the thought of Achilles. Now the difficulty for an 

AcViilles strengthens his confidence end veloui,” &c. This is the idea of 
the critic, not of the poet. It does not occur in the Iliail, though the critic 
not unnaturally imagines that it mtai occur. Agamcmnfin never says — “ I 
was wrong in provoking Achilles, but you see I have done everything which 
man could do to beg his pardon.” Assuming the ninth book to be a part of 
the original conception, this feeling is so natural, that we could hardly fail 
to find it at the beginning of the eleventh book, numbered among the 
motives of Agamemnbn. 

» Iliad, xi. 659 ; xiv. 128 ; xvL 25. 

- ’ In respect to the ninth book of the Iliad, FiiedlSnder (Die Homerische 
Kritik von Wolf bis Grote, p. 37) cites a passage from Kaiser (Da Inter- 
pretatione Homeriefi, p. 11) to the following efTcot— “ Nonum librum a 
sextodecimo adeo discrepare in gravissimls rebus qure pro cardine tolius 
Iliadis habentur, nt uniiis poetm npcir^SsIa et TiarpdKKeia esse nequeant. 
Kecentior autem, ni magnopere fallor, Upfcrffek," He also alludes to a 
similar expression of opinion by Kagelsbach in the Httnchner Gelehrten 
Anzewen, 1842, p. 314. 
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enlarging poet was, to pass from the Achillfiis in the first book 
to the Iliad in the second, and it will accordingly be found that 
here is an awkwardness in the structure of the poem which 
counsel on the poet’s behalf (ancient or modern) do not 
satisfactorily explain. 

In the first book, Zeus has promised Thetis that he will 
punish the Greeks for the wrong done to Achilles : in the 
beginning of the second book, he deliberates how he shall fulfil 
the promise, and sends down for that purpose “mischievous 
Oneirus ’’ (the Dream-God) to visit Agamemndn in his sleep, 
to assure him that the gods have now with one accord con- 
sented to put Troy into his hands, and to exhort him forthwith 
to the assembling of liis army for the attack. The ancient 
commentators were here perplexed by the circumstance that 
Zeus puts a falsehood into the mouth of Oneirus. But there 
seems no more difficulty in explaining this than in the narrative 
of the book of i Kings (chap. xxii. 20), where Jehovah is 
mentioned to have put a lying spirit into the mouth of Ahab’s 
prophets — ^the real awkwardness is, that Oneirus and his false- 
hood produce no effect. For in the first place Agamemndn 
takes a step very different from that which his dream recom- 
mends — and in the next plac^ when the Grecian army is at 
length armed and goes forth to Ittttle, it does not experience 
defeat (which would be the case if the exhortation of Oneirus 
really proved mischievous), but carries on a successful day's 
battle, cluefly through the heroism of Diomddds. Instead of 
arming the Greeks forthmth, Agamemndn convokes first a 
council of chiefs, and next an agora of the host. And though 
himself in a temper of mind highly elate with the deceitful 
assurances of Oneirus, he deliberately assumes the language of 
despair in addressing the troops, havmg previously prepared 
Nestor and Odysseus for his doing so — merely in order to try 
the courage of the men, and with formal instructions given to 
these two other cliiefs that they are to speak in opposition to 
him. Now this intervention of Zeus and Oneirus, eminently 
unsatisfactory when coupled with the incidents which now 
follow it, and making Zeus appear, but only appear, to realise, 
his promise of honouring Achilles as well as of hurting the 
Greeks, — ^forms exactly the point of junction between the 
Adiillfiis and the Iliad^ 

The intervention of Oneirus ought rather to cdme as an immedkie pre- 
liminary to book viii. than to book li. The first forty-seven lines of book 
ii. would fit on and read consistently at the beginnmg of book viii., the 
ev'its of whidi book form a proper sequel to the mission of Oneirus. 
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The freak which Agamemn6n plays oflf upon the temper of 
his army, though in itself childish, serves a sufficient purpose 
not only because it provides a special matter of interest to be 
submitted to the Greeks, but also because it calls forth the 
splendid description, so teeming with vivacious detail, of the 
sudden breaking up of the assembly after Agamemndn’s har- 
angue, and of the decisive interference of Odysseus to bring the 
men teck, as well as to put down Thersitds. This picture of 
the Greeks in agora, bringing out the two chief speaking and 
counselling heroes, was so important a part of the general 
Trojan war, that the poet has permitted himself to introduce it 
by assuming an inexplicable folly on the part of Agamemndn ; 
just as he has ushered in another fine scene in the third book — 
the Teichoskopy or conversation between Priam and Helen on 
the walls of Troy — by admitting the supposition that the old 
king in the tenth year of the war did not know the persons of 
Agamemndn and the other Grecian chiefs. This may serve as 
an explanation of the delusion practised by Agamemndn towards 
his assembled host j but it does not at all explain the tame and 
empty intewention of Oneirus.^ 

If the initial incident of the second book, whereby we pass 
out of the Achilldis into the Iliad, is awkward, so also the final 
incident of the seventh book, immediately before we come back 

^ 0 . Mullet (History of Greek Literatore, ch. v. § 8) doubts whether the 
beginning of the second book was written “ by the ancient Homer, or by 
one of the latter Hotnetids he thinks the speech of Agamemndn, wherein 
he plays off the deceit upon his army, is " a copious parody (of the same 
words used in the ninth book) composed by a later Homerid, and inserted 
in the room of an or^nally shorter account of the arming of the Greeks.” 
He treats the scene in the Gredau agora as "an entire mythical comedy, 
full of line irony and with an amusing plot, in which the deceiving and 
deceived Agamemndn is the chief character.” 

The comic or ironical character which is here ascribed to the second book 
appears to me fanciful and incorrect ; but MUller evidently felt the awkward- 
ness of the opening incident, though his way of accounting for it is not 
successful, The second book seems to my judgement just as serious os any 
part of the poem. 

I think also that the words alluded to by O. MUller In the ninth book are 
a tianscript of those in the second, instead of the reverse, as he believes — 
because it seems probable that the ninth book is an addition made to the 
poem after Uie books between the first and the eighth had been already 
inserted — it is certainly introduced after the account of the fortification, 
contained in the seventh book, had become a part of the poem ; see ix. 
349, The author of the Embassy to Achilles fancied that that hero had 
been too long out of sight and out of mind, — a supposition for which tliere 
was no room in the original Achilllis ; when the eighth and eleventh books 
followed in immediate succession to the first, but winch offers itself naturally 
to anv one on reading onr present Iliad. 



Grecian Epic— Homeric Poems 293 

into the AchillSis, is not less unsatisfactory — I mean the con- 
struction of the wall and ditch round the Greek camp. As the 
poem now stands, no plausible reason is assigned why this 
should be done. Nestor proposes it without any constraining 
necessity : for the Greeks are in a career of victory, and the 
Trojans are making offers of compromise which imply conscious 
weakness — while DiomSdes is so confident of the approaching 
ruin of Troy, that he dissuades his comrades from receiving 
even Helen herself if the surrender should be tendered. 
“ Many Greeks have been slain,” it is true,^ as Nestor observes; 
but an equal or greater number of Trojans have been slain, and 
all the Grecian heroes are yet in full force : the absence of 
Achilles is not even adverted to. 

Now this account of the building of the fortification seems to 
be an after-thought, arising out of the enlargement of the poem 
beyond its original scheme. The original Achillas, passing at 
once from the first to the eighth,® and from thence to the 
eleventh book, might well assume the fortification — and talk of 
it as a thing existing, without adducing any special reason why 
it was erected. The hearer would naturally comprehend and 
follow the existence of a ditch and wall round the ships, as a 
matter of course, provided there was nothing in the previous 
narrative to make nim believe that the Greeks had originally 
been without these bulwarks. And since the AchiU6is, im- 
mediately after the promise of Zeus to Thetis at the close of 
the first book, went on to describe the fulfilment of that 
promise and the ensuing disasters of the Greeks, there was 
nothing to surprise any one in hearing that their camp was 
fortified. But the case was altered when the first and the 

® Iliad, vH. 327. 

* Heyne treats tlie eighth hook os decidedly a separate song or epic ; a 
supposition which the language of Zens and the agora of the gods at the 
beginning are alone sufficient to refute in my judgement (Excursus I. ad lib. 
xi. vol. vi. p. 269). This Excuisus, in describing the sequence of events in 
the Iliad, passes at once and naturally from book vui. to book xi. 

And Mr. Fayno Knight, when he defends book xi. against Heyne, says, 
/‘Quae in undecimd rlmpsodil Iliodis narrata sunt, baud minus ex ante 
harratis pendent : neque vationem pugnse commisscc, neqne rernm in el 
geslaium nexuiti atque ordlnem, quisquam intelligere posset^ nisi iram ct 
seetssum Acbillis, et victoriam quom Trojani inde consecuti eiant, antea 
cognosset.” (Prmegorn. o. xjux.) 

Perfectly true : to understand the eleventh book, we must have before us 
the first and the eighth (which are those that describe the imger and with- 
drawal of Achilles, and the defeat which the Greeks experience in conse- 
quence of it) ; we may dispense with the rest, 
vnr IT 


ri ■* 
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eighth books were parted asunder in order to make room for 
descriptions of temporary success and glory on the part of the 
besieging army. The brilliant scenes sketched in the books 
from the second to the seventh, mention no fortification, and 
even imply its non-existence; yet since notice of it occurs 
amidst the first description of Grecian disasters in the eighth 
book, the hearer who had the earlier books present to his 
memory might be surprised to find a fortification mentioned 
immediately afterwards, unless the construction of it were 
specially announced to have intervened. But it will at once 
appear, that there was some diflQculty in finding a good reason 
why the Greeks should begin to fortify at this juncture, and 
that the poet who discovered the gap might not be enabled to 
fill it up with success. As the Greeks have got on up to this 
moment without the wall, and as we have heard nothing but 
tales of their success, why should they now think further 
laborious precautions for security necessary ? we will not ask, 
why the Trojans should stand quietly by and permit a wall to 
be built, since the truce was concluded expressly for burying 
the dead.i 

^ O. Muller (Hist. Greek Literat. ch. v. 8 6) says about this wall, — " Nor 
is it until the Greeks are taught by tht exptrietue ofth$ first dafis fig'htaig, 
that the Trojans can resist them in open battle, that the Greeks build the 
wall round their diips. . . . This appeared to Thucydides so little con- 
formable to historic^ probability, that without regard to the authority of 
Homer, he placed the building of these walls immediately after the 
landing.” 

It is to he lamented, I think, that Hiucydidds took upon him to determine 
the point at ail as a matter of history ; but when he once undertook this, the 
account in the Iliad was not of a nature to give him much satisfaction, nor 
does the reason assigned by MUlIer make it better. It is implied in Muller’s 
reason tliat before the first day’s bailie the Greeks did not believe that the 
Trojans could resist them in open battle : the Trojans (according to him) 
never had maintained the field .so long as Achilles was up and fighting on 
the Grecian side, and therefore the Greeks were quite astonishra to find 
how, for the first lime, that they could do so. 

Now nothing can bo mote at variance with the tenor of the second and 
following hoolcs than this supposition. The Trojans come ibrth readily 
and fight gallantly ; neither AgamemnOn, nor Nestdr, nor Odysseus con- 
aider them as enemies who cannot hold front ; and the circuit of exhortation 
by Agamemndn (Epipdldsis), so strikingly described in the fourtli book, 
proves that kt does not anticipate a very easy vicioiy. Nor does Nestdr, 
in proposing the construction of the wall, give the smallest hint that the 
power of the Trojans to resist in the open field was to the Greeks on 
unexpecled discovery. 

The reason assigned by MUller, then, is a fancy of his own, proceeding 
from the same source of mistake os others among his remarks ; because ho 
tries to find, in the books between the first and ei^tli, a governing reference 
to Achilles (the point of view of the Achilldis), which tliose hooks distinctly 
refuse. The Achill6ls was a poem of Grecian disasters up to Ihe lime when 
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The tenth book (or Doloneia) was considered by some of 
the ancient scholiasts, ^ and has been confidently set forth by 
the modern Wolfian critics, as originally a separate poem, 
inserted by Peisistratus into the Iliad. How it can ever have 
been a separate poem, I do not understand. It is framed with 
great specialty for the antecedent circumstances imder which it 
occurs, and would suit for no other place ; though capable of 
being separately recited, inasmuch as it has a definite beginning 
and end, like the story of Nisus and Euryalus in the ^Eneid. 
But while distinctly presupposing and resting upon the incidents 
in the eighth book, and in line 88 of the ninth (probably, the 
appointment of sentinels on the part of the Greeks as wdl as 
of the Trojans formed the close of the battle described in the 
eighth book), it has not the slightest bearing upon the events 
of the eleventh or the following books : it goes to make up the 
general picture of the Trojan war, but lies quite apart from the 
AchillSis. And this is one mark of a portion subsequently 
inserted — that though fitted on to the parts which precede, it 
has no influence on those which follow. 

If the proceedings of the combatants on the plain of Troy, 
between the first and the eighth book, have no r^erence either 
to Achilles or to an AchillSis, we find Zeus in Olympus still 
more completely putting that hero out of the question, at the 
beginning of the fourth book. He is in this last-mentioned 
passage the Zeus of the Iliad, not of the Achillfiis. Eorgetful 
of his promise to Thetis in the first book he discusses nothing 
but the question of continuance or termination of the war, and 
manifests anxiety only for the salvation of Troy, in opposition 
to the miso-Trojan goddesses, who prevent him from giving 
effect to the victory of Menelaus over Paris and the stipulated 
restitution of Helen — in which case of course the wrong offered 
to Achilles would remain unexpiated. An attentive comparison 
will render it evident that the poet who composed the discus- 
sion among the gods, at the beginning of the fourth book, has 

Achilles sent forth Patroclos ; and daring those disasters, it mi^ht suit the 
poet to refer by contrast to the past time when Achilles was active, and to 
say that then the Trojans did not dare even Co present themselves in battle 
array in the field, whereas imo they were assailing the ships. But the 
author of books it. to vii. has no wish to glorify Achilles ; he gives us a 
picture of the Trojan war generally, and describes the Trojans not only as 
brave and equal enemies, but well known by the Greeks themselves to 
be so. 

The building of the Grecian wall, as it now stands described, is an 
unexplained proceeding which Mfilier’s ingenuity does not render con- 
sistent. 

1 Splinl fld Hind v 5. 
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not been CEireful to put himself in harmony either with the Zeus 
of the first book or with the Zeus of the eighth. 

So soon as we enter upon the eleventh book, the march of 
the poem becomes quite different. We are then in a series of 
events, each paving the way for that which follows, and all con- 
ducing to the result promised in the first book — the re-appear- 
ance of Achilles, as the only means of saving the Greelcs from 
ruin — preceded by ample atonement,^ and followed by the 
maximum both of glory and revenge. The intermediate career 
of Patroclus introduces new elements, which however are 
admirably woven into the scheme of the poem as disclosed in 
the first book. I shall not deny that there are perplexities in 
the detail of events, as described in the battles at the Grecian 
wall and before the ships, from the eleventh to the sixteenth 
books, but they appear only cases of partial confusion, such as 
may be reasonably ascribed to imperfections of text : the main 
sequence remains coherent and intelligible. We find no con- 
siderable events which could be left out without breaking the 
thread, nor any incongruity between one considerable event and 
another. There is nothing between the eleventh and twenty- 
second books which is at all comparable to the incongruity be- 
tween the Zeus of the fourth book and the Zeus of the first and 
eighth. It may perhaps be true that the shield of Achilles is a 
superadded amplification of that which was originally announced 
in general terms — because the poet, from the eleventh to the 
twenty-second books, has observed such good economy of his 
materials, that he is hardly likely to have introduced one par- 
ticular description of such disproportionate length, and having 
so little connexion with the series of events. But I see no 
reason for believing that it is an addition materially later than 
the rest of the poem. 

It must be confessed that the supposition here advanced, in 
reference to the structure of the Iliad, is not altogether free 
from difficulties, because the parts constituting the original 
Achillfiis ® have been more or less altered or interpolated to 

>■ Agamemn6t), after deploring the misguiding influence of AtC*, which 
induced him to do the original wrong to Achilles, says (xix, 88-137)— 

'AAX' iV<l icura/uiv xu ,uu 'lipimt ii^Ktro Zeic, 

*A4' iOtKa afiireii, Mfuvat r’ drepefm' Strotva, «c.- 

® The supposition of a smaller original Iliad, enlarged by successive 
additions to the present dimensions, and more or loss interpolated (we 
must distinguish enlargmcnt from interpolationt — the insertion of a new 
rhapsody from that of a hew line), seems to be a sort of intermediate com- 
promise, towards which the oppas'mir views of Wolf, T. H. Voss, Nitsseb, 
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suit the additions made to it, particularly in the eighth book. 
But it presents fewer difficulties than any other supposition, and 
it is the only means, so far as I know, of explaining the differ- 
ence between one part of the Iliad and another; both the 
continuity of structure, and the conformity to the opening 
promise, which are manifest when we read the books in the 
order' i. viii. xi. to xxii,, as contrasted with the absence of 
these two qualities in books ii. to vii., ix. and x. An entire 
organisation, preconceived from tlie beginning, would not be 
likely to produce any such disparity, nor is any such visible 
in the Odyssey ; * still less would the result be explained by 

Hermann, andBoeckh all converge. Baumgarten-Crasius calls this smaller 
poem an Acliill£is. 

Wolf, Preface to the Gdschcn edit, of the Iliad, p. xii.-xxiii. ; Voss, 
Anti-Symbolik, part iL p. 334 ; Kltzscb, Histor, Homeri, Fasciculus i, p, 
112 ; and Vorreile to the second volume of his Comments on the Odyssey, 
p. xxvi. : “In the Iliad (he there says) many single portions may very 
easily be imagined as parts of another whole, or as having been once 
separately sung.” (See Baumgarten-Cnrsiirs, Preface to his edition of W, 
Muller’s Homerrscite Vorsohule, p. xlv.-xltx.) 

Nilzsch distinguishes the Odyssey from the Iliad, and I think justly, in 
respect to this supposed enlargement. The reasons which warrant ns in 
applying this theory to the Iliad have no bearing upon the Odyssey. If 
there ever was an Ur-Odyssee, we have no means of determining what it 
corttained, 

, ‘ The remarks of O. Mtlller on the Iliad (in his History of Greek Litera- 
ture) are highly deserving of perusal: with much of them I agree, but 
there is also much which seems to me unfounded. The range of combina- 
tion, and the far-fetched narrative stratagem which he ascribes to the 
primitive author, are in my view inadmissible (chap. v. § S-ll) — 

“The internal connexion of the Iliad (he observes, | 6) rests upon the 
union of certain mrts ; and neither the interesting introduction describing 
(he defeat of the Greeks up to the burning of the ship of Protesilaus, nor the 
turn of aiihiis brought about by the death of Fatroclus, nor the final padd- 
cation of the anger of Achilles, could be spared from the Iliad, when the 
fruitful seed of such a poem had once been sown in the soul of Homer and 
had begun to develope Us growth, But the plan of the Iliad is certainly 
very much extended beyond what was actually necessary ; and in particular 
the preparatory part, consisting of the attmpts on the part of the other 
heroes to compensate for the absence of Achilles, has, it must be owned, been 
drawn out to a disprtmortionnte length, so that the suspicion that there 
were later insertions of importance applies with greater probability to the 
first than to the last hooks. ... A design manifested itself at an early 
period to make this point complete in itself, so that all the subjects, descrip- 
tions, and actions, which could alone give interest to a poem on the entire 
•war, might find n place within the limits of its composition. For this pur- 
pose it is not improbable that many lays of earlier bardsj who had sung 
single adventures of the Trojan war, were laid under contribution, and the 
finest parts of them incorporated in the new poem.” 

These remarks of O. Mlillet intimate what is (in my judgement) the right 
view, inasmuch as they recoOTise an extension of the plan of the poem ne- 
yond its original limit, manuested by insertions in the first half; and it is 
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supposing integers originally separate and brought together 
without any designed organisation. And it is between these 

to be observed that in his ennmeration of those parts, the union of which is 
necessary to the internal connexion of the Iliad, nothing is mentioned 
excejjt what is comprised in books i. viii. xi. to xxii. or xxiv. But his 
description of “ Haa preparatory part'' as “the attempts of the other heroes 
to compensate for the absence of Achilles," is noway borne ont by the poet 
himself. From the second to the seventh book, Achilles is scaicely alluded 
to ; moreover the Greeks do perfectly well without him. This portion of 
the poem displays not "the instffciuny of all the other heroes without 
Achilles," as MUller had observed m the preceding section, but the perfect 
sufficient of the Greeks under Diomfidfe, Agamemndn, &c.,_to make head 
against Troy ; it is only in the eighth book that tlieir insufficient begins to 
be manifested, and only in the eleventh book th.it it is consummated by the 
wounds of the three great heroes. Diom£d6s is in fact exalted to a pitch of 
glory in regard to contests with the gods, which even Achilles himself never 
obtains afterwards, and Helenus the Trojan puts him above Achilles (vi. 99) 
in terrific prowess. Achilles is mentioned two or three times as absent, 
and Agamemndn in his speech to the Grecian agora regrets the quarrel (ii. 
377), but we never hear any such exhortation as "Let us do our best to 
make up for the absence of Achilles,’’ — not even in the £pip6l£sis of Agn* 
memndn, where it would most naturally be found. "Attempts to com- 
pensate for the absence of Achilles ” must therefore be treated as the idea 
of the critic, not of the poet. 

Though O. M&ller has glanced at the distinction between the two ports 
of the poem (an original part, having chief reference to Achilles am the 
Greehs; and a supetindtmed part, having reference to the entire tear), he 
had not conceived it clearly, nor carried tt out consistently. If we are to 
distinguish these two poiuts of view at all, we ought to draw the lines at the 
end of the first book and at the In^inning of the eighth, thus regarding the 
intermediate six books as belonging to the picture of the entire war (or 
the Iliad as distinguished from the Achillfiis) 5 the point of view of die 
AebiUSis, diopt at the end of the first book, is resumed at the beginning of 
the eighth. The natural fitting together of these two ports is noticed in the 
comment of Heyne ad viii. i: "C^terum /t/wr Jupiter aperte solvit Tbetidi 
promissa, dum reddit causam Trojanorum beflo supetiorem, ul Achiliis 
desideiium Achivos, et poenitentia injuriie ei illatie Agamemnonem inccssat 
(of. i sJ Nam quse adhuc narrata sunt, partim continebantnr in forlunfi 
belli uCrinque tentatfi , . . partim valebant ad naixationem variandam," 
&C. The first and the eighth books belong to one and the same point of 
view, while all the intermediate books belong to the other. But O. Mliller 
seeks to prove that a portion of these intermediate books belongs to one 
common point of view with the first and eighth, though be admits that they 
have been enlarged by insertions. Here I tliink he is mistaken. Strike 
out anything which can be reasonably allowed for enlargement in the books 
between the first and eighth, and the same difficulty will still remain in 
respect to the remainder ; for all the incidents between those two points 
are brought out in a spirit altogether indillerent to Achilles or his anger. 
The 2 cus of the fourth book, as contrasted with Zens in the first or eighth, 
marks the difference ; and this description of 21ens is absolutely indispensable 
as the connecting link between hook iii. on the one side, and books iv. and 
V. on the other. Moreover the attempt of O. MUller, to force upon the 
lanret portion of what is between the first and eiVhth books the point of 
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three suppositions that our choice has to he made. A scheme, 
and a large scheme too, must unquestionably be admitted as 
the basis of any sufficient hypothesis. But the Achillgis 
would have been a long poem, half the length of the present 
Iliad, and probably not less compact in its structure than the 
Odyssey. Moreover being parted off only by an imaginary 
line from the boundless range of the Trojan war, it would 
admit of enlargement more easily, and with greater relish to 
hearers, than the adventures of one single hero; while the 
expansion would naturally take place by adding new Grecian 
victory — since the original poem arrived at the exaltation of 
Achilles only through a painful series of Grecian disasters. 
That the poem under these circumstances should have 
received additions, is no very violent hypothesis : in fact when 
we recollect that the integrity both of the Achillfeis and of the 
Odyssey was neither guarded by printing nor writing, we shall 
perhaps think it less wonderful that the former was enlarged,^ 

view of the AchillSis, is never successful : the poet does not exhibit in those 
books “ insufficient efforts of other heroes to compensate for the absence of 
Achilles," hut a general and highly interesting picture of the Trojan war, 
with prominent reference to the original ground of quarrel. In this picture 
the duel between Paris and Menelaus forms naturally the foremost item — 
but how far-fetched is the reasoning whereby O. MUller brings that striking 
recital within the scheme of the Adiill^is I " The Greeks and Trojans are 
for the first time struck by an idea, which might have occurred in the pre- 
vious nine years, if the Greeks, -when assisted ly Achilles, had not, from 
emfulenee in their superior strength, considered every compromise as un- 
worthy of them, — namely, to decide the war by a single combat between 
the authors of it." Here the causality of Achilles is dragged in by mein 
force, and unsupported either by any actual statement in the poem or 1^ 
any reasonable presumption ; for it is the Trojans who propose the single 
combat, and we are not told that they had ever proposed it before — though 
they would have had stronger reasons for proposing it during the presence 
of Achilles than during his absence. 

O. Mffller himself remarks (§ 7), *‘that from the second to the seventh 
book Zens appears as it were to have forgotten his lesolution and his pro- 
mise to Thetis.” In other words, the poet during this part of the poem 
drops the point of view of the Achillffis to take up that of the more com- 
prohensive Iliad : the AchillSis reappears in hook viii. — again disappears in 
book X. — and is resumed from hook xL to the end of the poem, 

, * This tendency to insert new homogeneous matter by new poets into 
poems already existing, is noticed by M. Fauriel in reference to the 
Romans of the Middle Ages— 

'* Cest un phdnom^ne rematquable dans I’histoire de la po^sie dpiqne, 
que cette disposition, cette tendance consCante du gofit populaire k amal- 
^mer, il lier en one scule et mfime composition le plus possible des 
compositions diverses, — cette disposition petsiste chez on peuple, tant ijne 
la podsie conserve un reste de vie ; tant qn'elles’y transmet par la tradition 
et qu'elle y circule h l*aide du chant ou des recitations publiques, Elle 
cesse partout oh la podsie est une fois fixde dans les livres, et n’agit plus 
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than that the latter was not. Any relaxation of the la^vs of 
epical unity is a small price to pay for that splendid poetry, of 
which we find so much between the first and the eighth boohs 
of our Iliad. 

The question respecting unity of authorship is different, 
and more difficult to determine, than that respecting consist- 
ency of parts, and sequence in the narrative. A poem conceived 
on a comparatively narrow scale may be enlarged afterwards 
by its original author, with greater or less coherence and 
success : the Faust of Goethe affords an example even in our 
own generation. On the other hand, a systematic poem may 
well have been conceived and executed by pre-arranged concert 
between several poets ; among whom probably one will be the 
governing mind, though the rest may be effective, and perhaps 
equally effective, in respect to execution of the parts. And 
the age of the early Grecian epic was favourable to such 
fraternisation of poets, of which the Gens called Homerids 
probably exhibited many specimens. In the recital or sinking, 
of a long unwritten poem, many bards must have conspired’ 
together, and in the earliest times the composer and the singer 
were one and the same person.^ Now the individuals com- 
prised in the Homeric Gens, though doubtless very different 
among themselves in respect of mental capacity, were yet 
homogeneous in respect of training, means of observation and 
instruction, social experience, religious feelings and theories, 

que jar U lecture, — oetie demi^is dpoqne est, pour ainsi dire, celle de la 
l^pridtd poetiqne — celle oil cheque po6te pretend d uno existence, d une 
gloire, petsonnelles; et od la podsie cesse d’etre nne espece de trdscr 
commun dont le peuple jouit et dispose d sa rnanidre, sans s’inqnietcr des 
indlvidus qui le lui ont fait.” (fauriel, Sur les Romans Chevaleresques, 
leyon Revue des Deux Mondes, vol. xiii. p. 707.) 

M. Fanriel thinlcs that the Shah Kamehof Ferdusi was an amalgamation 
of epic poems originally separate, and that probably the Hahahharat was 
so also (lb. p, 708). 

* 'Oie remarks of Boeckh, upon the possibility of such co-operation of 
poets towards one and the same scheme, are perfectly just — 

' ‘ Atqui quotnodo componi a vatiis auctotibus successu tempotum thapso- 
dim potuerint, qum post prlma initia direette jam ad idem consilium et 
qnam vocant unitatem carminis sint .... missis istorum declamationibus 
qni populi universi ojius Homcrum esse jactant .... turn potissimum 
intelligetur, uW gentis civilis Horoeridarum propriam et peculiaretn 
Homericam poesin fuisse, veterlbns ipsis si non lesiihus, at certe dneibus, 
cottcedetur .... Qnm qnum ita sint, non crit adeo didicile ad intelli- 
gendum, quonaodo, post ptima initia ab egregio vate facta, in gente 
saciottttn et atlis comsinnione sociatd, mnitm rhapsodiie ad unum potuerint 
condlium divigi.” (Index Lection. 1834, p. la.) 

I transcribe this passage from Gicse (Ueber den .dfolischen Dialekt,- 
p. 157), not having been able to see the essay of which it forms a path 



Grecian Epic — Homeric Poems 301 

&c., to a degree much greater than individuals in modem 
times. Fallible as our inferences are on this point, where we. 
have only internal evidence to guide us, without any contem- 
porary points of comparison, or any species of collateral 
information respecting the age, the society, the poets, the 
hearers, or the language — we must nevertheless in the present 
case take coherence of structure, together with consistency in 
the tone of thought, feeling, language, customs, &c., as pre- 
sumptions of one author ; and the contrary as presumptions of 
severalty ; allowing as well as we can for that inequality of excel- 
lence which the same author may at different times present. 

Now the case made out against single-headed authorship of 
the Odyssey appears to me very weak ; and those who dispute 
it are guided more hy their It priori rejection of ancient epical 
unity than by any positive evidence which the poem itself 
affords. It is otherwise with regard to the Iliad. Whatever 
presumptions a disjointed structure, several apparent incon- 
sistencies of parts, and large excrescence of actual matter 
beyond the opening promise, can sanction — ^may reasonably 
be indulged against the supposition that this poem all proceeds, 
from a single author. There is a difference of opinion on the 
subject among the best critics which is probably not destined 
to be adjusted, since so much depends partly upon critical, 
feeling, partly upon the general reasonings, in respect to. 
ancient epical unity, with which a man sits down to the study. 
For the champions of unity, such as Mr. Payne Knight, are 
very ready to strike out numerous and often considerable 
passages as interpolations, thus meeting the objections raised 
against unity of authorship on the ground of special incon- 
sistencies. Hermann and Boeckb, though not going the 
length of Lachmann in maintaining the original theory of 
Wolf, agree with the latter in recognising diversity of authors 
in the poem, to an extent overpassing the limit of what can 
fairly be called interpolation. Payne Knight and Nitzsch are 
equally persuaded of the contrary. Here then is a decided 
contradiction among critics, all of whom have minutely studied 
the poems since the Wolfian question was raised. And it is 
such critics alone who can be said to constitute authority ; for 
the cursory reader, who dwells upon the parts simply long 
enough to relish their poetical beauty, is struck only by that 
general sameness of colouring which Wolf himself adiriits to 
pervade the poem.^ 

^ Wolf, Prolegom. p. cxxxviii. “ puippe unwertum idem soniw est 
omnibus libris ) idem Witus sontentiaium, oiationis, numerorum,” &c. 
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Having already intimated that, in my judgement, no theory 
of the structure of the poem is admissible which does not 
admit an original and preconcerted Achillfiis — a stream which 
begins at the first book and ends with the death of Hector in 
the twenty-second, although the higher parts of it now remain 
only in the condition of two detached lakes, the first book and 
the eighth — I reason upon the same basis with respect to the 
authorship. Assuming continuity of structure as a presump- 
tive proof, the whole of this Achill^is must be treated as 
composed by one author. Wolf indeed affirmed, that he never 
read the poem continuously through without being painfully 
impressed with the inferiority t and altered style of the last six 
books — and Lachmann carries this feeling further back, so as to 
commence with the seventeenth book. If I could enter fully 
into this sentiment, I should then be compelled, not to deny 
the existence of a preconceived scheme, but to imagine that 
the books from the eighteenth to the twenty-second, though 
forming part of that scheme or Achillfiis, had yet been 
executed by another and an inferior poet. But it is to be 
remarked, first, that inferiority of poetical merit to a certain 
extent is quite reconcileable with unity of authorship; and 
secondly, that the very circumstances upon which Wolfs 
unfavourable judgement is built, seem to ansc out of increased 
difficulty in the poet’s task, when he came to the crowning 
cantoes of his designed Achillas. For that which chiefly 
distinguishes these books is, the direct, incessant, and manual, 
intervention of the gods and goddesse.s, formally permitted by 
Zeus — and the repetition of vast and fantastic conceptions to 
which such superhuman agency gives occasion; not omitting 
the battle of Achilles against Skamander and Simois, and the 
burning up of these rivers by Hephaestus. Now looking at 
this vein of ideas with the eyes of a modem reader, or even 
with those of a Grecian critic of the literary ages, it is cer- 
tain that the efifect is unpleasing : the gods, sublime elements 
of poetry when kept in due proportion, are here somewhat 
vulgarised. But though the poet here has not succeeded, and 
probably success was impossible, in the task w'hich he has 

1 Wolf, Proleaom. p. cxxxvii. “Equidcra certe quolies in continenti 
lectione ad istas partes (»’, a the last six books) deveni, nunquam non in iis 
talla qiiKdam sensi, qate nisi ilite Com nmtnre cum ceCens coaluisscnt, 
quovis pignove contendam, dudnm ab cruditis detecta et animadversa 
misse, immo multa ejus generis, ut cum nunc '0/i)jp»cc6tot« habeantur, si 
tantummodo in I-Iymnis legerentur, ipsa sola eos snspicionibus voSefar 
adspersuia essent,” Compare the sequel, p. cxxxviii, “ubi nervi defioiant 
et ^ilus Homericus— jejunum et fti^duin in locis multis,” &c. 
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prescribed to himself— yet the mere fact of his undertaking it, 
and the_ manifest distinction between his employment of divine 
agency in those latter cantoes as compared with the preceding, 
seems explicable only on the supposition that they are the 
latter cantoes and come in designed sequence, as the continu- 
ance of a previous plan. The poet wishes to surround the 
coniing forth of Achilles with the maximum of glorious and 
terrific circumstance : no Trojan enemy can for a moment hold 
out against him : ^ the gods must descend to the plain of Troy 
and fight in person, while Zeus, who at the beginning of the 
eighth book had forbidden them to take part, expressly 
encourages them to do so at the beginning of the twentieth. 
If then the nineteenth book (which contains the reconciliation 
between Achilles and Agamemnbn, a subject naturally some- 
what tame) and the three following books (where we have 
before us only the gods, Achilles, and the Trojans without 
hope or courage) are inferior in execution and interest to 
the seven preceding books (which describe the long-disputed 
and often doubtful death-struggle between the Greeks and 
Trojans without Achilles), as Wolf and other critics affirm — 
wo may explain the difference without supposing a new poet as 
composer : for the conditions of the poem had become essen- 
tially more difficult, and the subject more unpromising. The 
necessity of keeping Achilles above the level, even of heroic 
prowess, restricted the poet’s means of acting upon the sympathy 
of his hearers.® 

r Iliad, xx, 35. Zeus addresses the agora of the gods— 

8* Sthi v6o 9 lorXv iKiorov 

El v8p oio; m Tpcietrcri paxemu^ 

Owi fkiwvff i^wri 

Kal ri fuv k«X irp6vQ€v vnorpop-iwitov ip&vrtf 
Kvy ore Si/ Kai ffviiiy ireupov yiSerM att^, 

/xij Koi Mp fiopoy efoMfrdfy, 

The formal restriction put upon the gods by Zeus at the beginning of the 
eighth book, and the removal of that restriction at the beginning of the 
twentieth, ate evidently parts of one preconceived scheme. 

It hi difficult to dcleimine whether the battle of the gods and goddesses 
in book xxi. (385-520) is to he eimunged as spurious, or only to be blamed 
as of inferior merit ("improbanda taotum, non rcsecanda — ^boc enim est 
illud, quo pleruraque surama criseds Hometicte redit,” as Heyne observes 
in another place, Obss. Iliad. xviU. 444). The objections on the score of 
non-Horaeric locution ate not forcible (see P. Knight orf Ae.), and the 
scene belongs to that vein of conception which animates tiie poet in the 
closing act of his Adiilldis. 

* While admitting that these last books of the Iliad are not cqnal in 
interest' to those between the eleventh and eighteenth, we may add that 
they exhibit many strildng beauties, both of plan and execution, and one in 
particular may be noticed as an example of happy epical adaptation. The 
Trojans are cm the point of ravlslung from the Greeks the dead body 



304 History of Greece 

The last two books of the Iliad may have formed part of the 
original Achillgis. But the probability rather is, that they are 
additions j for the death of Hector satisfies the exigencies of a 
coherent scheme, and we are not entitled to extend the oldest 
poem beyond the limit which such necessity prescribes. It 
has been argued on one side by Nitzsch and 0. Muller, that 
the mind could not leave off with satisfaction at the moment in 
which Achilles sates his revenge, and while the bodies of 
Patroclus and Hector are lying miburied — also, that the more 
merciful temper which he exhibits in the twenty-fourth book 
must always have been an indispensable sequel, in order to 
create proper sympathy with his triumph. Other critics, on 
the contrary, have taJeen special grounds of exception against 
the last book, and have endeavoured to set it aside as different 
from the other books both in tone and language. To a certain 
extent the peculiarities of the last book appear to me undeni- 
able, though it is plainly a designed continuance and not a 
substantive poem. Some weight also is due to the remark 
about the twenty-third book, that Odysseus and Diom^dds, who 
have been wounded and disabled during the fight, now re- 
appear in perfect force, and contend in the games : here is no 
case of miraculous healing, and the inconsistency is more 
likely to have been admitted by a separate enlarging poet than 
by the schemer of the Achill6is. 

of Patroclus, when Achilles (by the inspiration of H^rfi and Iris) shows 
himself unarmed on the Grecian mound, and by his mere figure and voice 
strikes such terror into the Trojans that they relinquish the dead body. 
As soon ns nighc arrives, Polydnmus proposes in the Trojan agora that the 
Trojans shall retire without furihet delay from the ships to the town, and 
shelter themselves within the wails, without awaiting the assault of Achilles 
armed on the next moniing. Hector repels this counsel of Folydamus 
with expressions — not merely of overweening confidence in his own force, 
even against Achilles — but also of extreme contempt and harshness towards 
the giver ; whose wisdom however is proved by tUe utter discomfiture of 
the Trojans the next day. Now this angry deportment and mistake on the 
part of Hector is made to tell strikingly in the twenty-second Ijoolc, just 
before his death. There yet remains a moment for him to retire within the 
walls, and thus obtain shelter against the near approach of his irrosisliblc 
enemy, — hut he is struck with the recollection of llml fatal moment when 
he repelled the counsel which would have saved his countrymen s “ If I 
enter the town, Polydamus will be the first to reproach me a.s having 
brought destruction upon Troy on that fatal night when Achilles came 
forth, and. when X resisted his belter counsel ” (compare xviii. aS0"3iS 5 
xxii. loo-iio ; and Aristot. Ethic, iii. 8). 

In a discussion respecting the structure of the Hind, and in reference to 
arguments which deny all designed concatenation of pans, it is not out of 
place to notice this affecting touch of poetry, belonging to those books 
which are reproached as the feeblest. 
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The splendid bonks from the second to v. 322 of the 
seventh^ are equal in most jiarts to any portions of the AchillSis, 
and are pointedly distinguished from the latter by the broad 
view which they exhibit of the general Trojan war, with all 
its priiicipal personages, localities, and causes — yet without 
advancing the result promised in the first book, or indeed any 
final purpose whatever. Even the desperate wound inflicted 
by Tlepolemus on Sarpedbn is forgotten, when the latter hero 
is called forth in the subsequent Achilleis.® The arguments of 
Lachmann, who dissects these six books into three or four' 
separate songs,® carry no conviction to my mind ; and I see no 
reason why we should not consider all of them to be by the 
same author, bound together by the common purpose of giving 
a great collective picture which may properly be termed an 
Iliad. The tenth book, or Doloneia, though adapted specially 
to the place in which it stands, agrees with the books between 
the first and eighth in belonging only to the general picture of 
the war, without helping forward the march of the AchillSis j 
yet it seems conceived m a lower vein, in so far as we can trust 
our modern ethical sentiment One is unwilling to believe 
that the author of the fifth book (or Axisteia of DiomMfes) 
would condescend to employ the hero whom he there so 
brightly glorifies — the victor even over Ar6s himself — ^in 
slaughtering newly-arrived Thracian sleepers, without any large 
purpose or necessity.^ The ninth book, of which I have 

’ The latter portion of the seventh book is spoiled by the very uasatis- 
factory addition introduced to expliun the construction of the wall and 
ditch : all the other incidents (the agora and embassy of the Trojans, the 
truce for burial, the arrival of winfe-Siips from Lemnos, &c.) suit perfectly 
with the scheme of the poet of these books, to depict the Trojan, war 

* Unfoss indeed we ore to imagine die combat between Tlepolemus and 
Sarpcddn, and that between Glaukns and Diomfidte, to be separate songs ; 
and they are among the very few passages in the Hiad which are completely 
separable, implying no special antecedents. 

^ Comttare also Ileyne, Excursus IL sect. ii. ad Iliad, xxiv. vol. viiL 

p. 783. 

* Subsequent poets, seemingly thinking that the naked story (of Dio- 
mSd$s slaughtering RhC-sns and his companions in their sleep) as it now 
stands in the Iliad, was too displeasing, adopted different waw of dressing 
it up. Thus according to Pindar (ap. Scbol. Iliad, x, 435), Rhesus fought 
one day as the ally of Troy, and did such tenific damage, that the Greeks 
had no other means of averting total destruction from his hand on the next 
day, except by killmg him during the night. And the Euripidean drama 
called JiMsus, though representing the latter as a new-comer, yet puts into 
the month of AlhfinS the like overwhelming prediclii^ of what he would 
do on the coming day if suffered to live ; so that to kill him in the night is 
the only way of sawntr the Greeks (Eurip, Rbfis. 6 oz) : moreover Rhesus 
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already spoken at length, belongs to a different vein of concep- 
tion, and seems to me more liely to have emanated from a 
separate composer. 

While intimating these views respecting the authorship of the 
Iliad as being in my judgement the most probable, I must re- 
peat, that though the study of the poem carries to my mind 
a sufficient conviction respecting its structure, the question 
between unity and plurality of authors is essentially less deter- 
minable. The poem consists of a part original and other parts 
superadded ; yet it is certainly not impossible that the author 
of the former may himself have composed the latter : and such 
would be my belief, if I regarded plurality of composers as an 
inadmissible idea. On tliis supposition we must conclude that 
the poet, while anxious for the addition of new and for the most 
part highly interesting matter, has not thought fit to re-cast the 
parts and events in such manner as to impart to the whole a 
pervading thread of consensus and organisation, such as we see 
in the Odyssey. 

That the Odyssey is of later date than the Iliad, and by a 
different author, seems to be now the opinion of most critics, 
especially of Payne Knight ^ and Nitzsch; though 0. Miiller 
leans to a contrary conclusion, at the same time addmg that 
he thinks the arguments either way not very decisive. There 
are considerable differences of statement in the two poems in 
regard to some of the gods : Iris is messenger of the gods in 
the Iliad, and Hermes in the Odyssey : .^olus, the dispenser 
of the winds in the Odyssey, is not noticed in the twenty-third 
book of the Iliad, but on the contrary. Iris invites the winds 
as independent gods to come and kindle the funeral pile of 

himself is there brought forward as talking with such overweening inso- 
lence, that the sympathies of man, and the envy of the gods, are turned 
against him (ib. 458]. 

But the story is best known in the form and with the addition (equally 
unknown to the Iliad) which Virgil has adopted. It was decreed by fate 
that if the splendid horses of Khisus were permitted once either to taste the 
Trojan provender, or to drink of the river Xanthus, nothing could preserve 
the Greeks from ruin (^Bneid, i. 46S, with Servius ad he .) : — 

“ Nee prpcul hino Uhesi ntveis tentoria veils 
Agnoscit laciymans ; prime qiiie piodita aomno 
Tildes malts vaatabat emde cruentiis : 

Ardentesque avertit equos In eastra, priusquam 
Pabuln gustassent Trqim, Xantbnmque blbUsent.'* 

All those versions are certainly improvements upon the story as it stands in 
the Iliad. 

* Mr. Knight places the Iliad about two centuries, and the Odyssey one 
century, anterior to Hesiod : a century between the two poems (Prolegg. c. 
Ixi.). 
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Patroclus ; and unless we are to expunge the song of Demodo- 
kus in the eighth book of the Odyssey as spurious, Aphrodite 
there appears as the wife of Hephaestus — ^a relationship not 
known to the Iliad, There are also some other points of 
difference enumerated by Mr. Knight and others, which^ tend 
to justify the presumption that the author of the Odyssey is not 
identical either with the author of the Achilieis or his enlargers, 
which G. Hermann considers to be a point unquestionable.^ 
Indeed, the difficulty of supposing a long coherent poem to 
have been conceived, composed, and retained, without any aid 
of writing, appears to many critics even now insurmountable, 
though the evidences on the other side are in my view suffi- 
cient to outwdgh any negative presumption thus suggested. 
But it is improbable that the same person should have powers of 
memorial combination sufficient for composing trvo such poems, 
nor is there any proof to force upon us such a supposition. 

Presuming a difference of authorship between the two poems, 
I feel less convinced about the supposed juniority of the 
.Odyssey. The discrepancies in manners and language in the 
one and the other are so little important, that two different 
persona, in the same age and society, rnight well be imagined 
to exhibit as great or even greater. It is to be recollected that 
the subjects of the two are heterogeneous, so as to conduct the 
poet, even were he the same man, into totally different veins 
of imagination and illustration. The pictures of the Odyssey 
seem to delineate die same heroic life as the Iliad, though 
looked at from a distinct point of view ; and the circumstances 
surrounding the residence of Odysseus in Ithaka are just such 
as we may suppose him to have left in order to attack Troy. 
If the scenes presented to us are for the most part pacffic, as 
contrasted with the incessant fighlmg of the Iliad, this is not 
to be ascribed to any greater sociality or civilisation in the real 
hearers of the Odyssey, but to the circumstances of, the hero 
whom the poet undertakes to adorn : nor can we doubt that 
the poems of Arktinus and Leschfis, of a later date than the 
Odyssey, would have given us as much combat and bloodshed 
as the Iliad. I am not struck by those proofs of improved 
civilisation which some critics affirm the Odyssey to present : 
Mr. Knight, who is of this opinion, nevertheless admits that 
the mutilation of Melanthius, and the hanging up of the femde 
slaves by Odysseus, in that poem, indicate greater barbarity 
than any incidents in the %hts before Troy.® The more 

’ Hermann, Prssfnt. nd Odyss. p. viL 

* Kninlit, Prolew. L c. Odyss. xxil. 465-478. 
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skilful and compact structure of the Odyssey has been often 
considered as a proof of its juniority in age : and in the case of 
two poems by the same author, we might plausibly contend 
that practice would bring with it improvement in the combining 
faculty. But in reference to the poems before us, we must 
recollect, first, that in all probability the Iliad (with which the 
comparison is taken) is not a primitive but an enlarged poem, 
and that the primitive AchiMis might well have been quite as 
coherent as the Odyssey; — secondly, that between different 
authors, superiority in structure is not a proof of subsequent 
composition, inasmuch as on that hypothesis we should be 
compelled to admit that the later poem of Arktinus would be 
an improvement upon the Odyssey; — thirdly, that even if it 
were so, we could only infer that tlie author of the Odyssey had 
lieard the Achilleis or the Iliad ; we could not infer that he 
lived one or two generations afterwards.^ 

On the whole, the balance of probabilities seems in favour 
of distinct authorship of the two poems, but the same age — 
and that age a very early one, anterior to the first Olympiad. 
And they may thus be used as evidences, and contemporary 
evidences, for the phaenomena of primitive Greek civilisation ; 
while they also show that the power of constructing long pre- 
meditated epics, without the aid of writing, is to be taken as a 
characteristic of the earliest knoTO Greek mind. This was the 
point controverted by Wolf, which a full review of the case (in 
my judgement) decides against him ; it is moreover a valuable 
resort for the mstorian of the Greeks, inasmuch as it marks out 
to him the ground from which he is to start in appreciating 
their ulterior progress.* 

^ The arguments, upon the &ilb of which Payne Knight and other 
critics have maintained the Odyssw to be younger than the Iliad, are well 
stated and examined in Bernard Thiersch— Queestio de Divensfi Iliadis et 
Odyssese .^tate— in the Anhntig (p. 306) to his work Ueber das Zeiialler 
und Vaterland des Homer. 

He shows all such ai^umenls to be very inconclusive; though the 
grounds upon which he himself maintains identity of age between the two 
appear to me not at all more satisfactory (p. 327} : we can infer nolhihg to 
the point from the mention of Telemacnus in the Iliad, 

Welcker thinks that there is a great difference of age, and an evident 
difference of authorship, between the two poems (Der Episch. Kyklus, 
p. 295 ). 

O. Muller admits the more recent date of the Odyssey, but considers it 
“difficult and hazardous to raise upon this foundation any deiinite con- 
clusions as to the person and age of the poet” (History of the Literature of 
Ancient Greece, cb. v. s. 13). 

* Dr, Thiriwall has added to the second edition of his History of Greece 
a valuable Appendix, on tlie early history of the Homeric poems (vol. i. p. 
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Whatever there may be of truth in the different conjectures 
of critics respecting the authorship and structure of these un- 
rivalled poems, we are not to imagine that it is the perfection 
of their epical symmetry which has given them their indissoluble 
hold upon the human mind, as well modem as ancient. There 
is some tendency in critics, from Aristotle downwards,^ to 
invert the order of attributes in respect to the Homeric poems, 
so as to dwell most on recondite excellences which escape the 
unaided reader, and which are even to a great degree disputable. 
But it is given to few minds (as Goethe has remarked*) to 
appreciate fully the mechanism of a long poem, and many feel 
the beauty of the separate parts, who have no sentiment for 
the aggregate perfection of the whole. 

Nor were the Homeric poems originally addressed to minds 
of the rarer stamp. They are intended for those feelings which 
the critic has in common with tlie unlettered mass, not for that 
enlarged range of vision and peculiar standard which he has 
acquired to himself. They are of all poems the most absolutely 
and unreservedly popular ; had they been otherwise they could 


500-516); which contains 000100.1 information respecting the discrepant 
opinions of German critics, with n brief comparatiye examination of their 
reasons. I could have wished that so excellent a judge had superadded, 
to his enumeration of the views of others, an ampler exposition of his own. 
Dr. Thirlwall seems decidedly convinced a])on that which appears to me 
the most important point in the Homeric conlrovers)' s “ That before the 
appearance of the earliest of the poems of the Epic Cycle, the Iliad and 
Oayssey, even if they did not exist precisely in their present form, had at 
least reached their present compass, and were regarded each as a complete 
and well-defined wWe, not ns a fluctuating aggregate of fugitive pieces ” 

(p. 509). 

This marks out the Homeric poems as ancient both in the items and in 
the total, and includes negation of the theory of Wolf and Lacliroann, who 
contend that as a total they only date from the age of Peisistratns, It is 
then safe to treat the poems as uminestionable evidences of Grecian 
antiquity (meaning thereby 776 l<.c.), which we could not do if we 
regaraed nil congruity of parts in the poems as brought about through 
alterations of Feisistratus and his friends. 


There is also a very just admonition of Dr. Thirlwall (p. 516) as to the 
difficulty of measuring what degree of discrepancy or inaccuracy might or 
might not have escaped the poet’s attention, in an age so impenectly 
known to us, 


* There are just remarks on this point in Heyne’s Excursus ii. sect. 2 
and 4, ad II. xxiv. vol. viii. p. 77i-8txi. 

' • *’ Wenige Deutsche, una vielielcht nur wenige Menschen alter 
Nationen, haben GefUhl fttr ein msthetisches Ganzes ; aie loben und tadeln 
nur stetlenweise, sle entzUcken sich nur stellenweise.” (Goethe, Wilhelm 
Meister t I transcribe tills firom Welckeris .lEschyl, Trilogie, p.' 306.) 

What ground there is for restricting this proposition to rmitm as 
contrasted with aitdefit nations, 1 am unable to conceive. 
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not have lived so long in the mouth of the rhapsodes, and the 
ear and memory of the people: and it was tJien that their 
influence was first acquired, never afterwards to be shaken. 
Their beauties belong to tlie parts taken separately, which 
revealed themselves spontaneously to the listening crowd at 
the festival — far more than to the whole poem taken together, 
which could hardly be appreciated unless the parts were dwelt 
upon and suffered to expand in the mind. The most un- 
lettered hearer of those times could readily seize, while the 
most instructed reader can still recognise the characteristic 
excellence of Homeric narrative — its straightforward, uncon- 
scious, unstudied simplicity — ^its concrete forms of speech ^ and 

^ The Kivoi/iena ovii/iioTB of Homer were extolled by Austotle : see 
Schol. ed Iliad, i. 48] ; compare Qionya. Halicarn. De Compos. Verbor. 
c. 20. S)(rTt finShf iitHi' Staipfptip ywS/ifpa rA vpiy/tara if Keyinsm hpav. 
Respecting the undisguised bursts of feeling by the heroes, the Scholiast 
ad Iliad, i. 349 tells us — troipuiy rh itpaiKhv itpht Sdupua — compare 
Euripid. Helen. 959, and the severe ceasures of Plato, Republ. ii. p. 388. 

The Homeric poems were the best understood, and the most widely 
popular of all Grecian composition, even among the least instructed 
person-s, such (for example) as the semibarbarians who had acquiicd the 
Greek language in addition to their own mother tongue. (Dio Chrysost. 
Or. xviii. vol. i. p. 47S : Or. liiL vol. ii. p. 277, Rcisk.) Retipccting the 
simplicity and perspicuity of the narrative style, implied in this extensive 
popularity, Fotphyry made a singular remark ; he said that the sentences 
of Homer reaUy presented much difficulty and obscurity, but that ordinary 
readers fancied they understood him, ” because of the general clearness 
lu^ieU appeareti to run through the poems.” (See the Prolegomena of 
Villoison's edition of the Iliad, p. xli.) This remark affords the key to a 
good deal of the Homeric criticism. There doubtless were real obscurities 
ui the poems, arising from altered assicuitions, customs, religion, langimge, 
&c., as well as from corrupt text ; but while the critics did good service in 
elucidating these difTicnUies, they also introduced artificially many others, 
altogether of their own creating. Refu.sing to be .satisfied with the plain 
and obvious meaning, they sought in Plomer hidden purposes, elaborate 
innuendo, recondite motives, even with regard to petty details, deep-laid 
rhetorical artifices (see a specimen in Dionys. Hal. Ars Rhetor, c. 15, p. 
316, ReisUe t nor is even Aristotle exempt from similar tendencies, Schol. 
ad Iliad, ill. 441, x. 198), or a substratum of philosophy allegorised. No 
wonder that passages, quite perspicuous to Uie vulgar reader, seemed 
dilTicuU to them. 

There could not be so sure a way of missing the real I-Ioincr os by 
searching for him in these devious recesses. He is essentially the poet of 
the broad highway and the nmrket-place, touching the common q'mjtathies 
and satisfying the mental appetencies of his couniiymen with unrivalled 
effect, but exempt from ulterior views, either selfish or didactic, and 
immersed in the same medium of practical life and experience religiously 
construed, as bis auditors. No nation has ever yet md so perfect and 
touching an exposition of its early social mind ns the Iliad and Odyssey 
exhibit. 

In tlip v"’!--! prjti'Krn of HninPi" Ihe AIp'^ udrinp liter')! seem tn hnye 
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happy alternation of action with dialogue — its vivid pictures of 
living agents, always clearly and sharply individualised, whether 
in the commanding proportions of Achilles and Odysseus, in 
the graceful presence of Helen and Penelope, or in the more 
humble contrast of Eumseus and Melanthius; and always 
moreover animated by the frankness with which his heroes 
give utterance to all their transient emotions and even all their 
infirmities — ^its constant reference to those coarser veins of 
feeling and palpable motives which belong to all men in 
common — its fulness of graphic details, freshly drawn from 
the visible and audible world, and though often homely, never 
tame nor trenching upon that limit of satiety to which the 
Greek mind was so keenly alive — ^lastly, its perpetual junction 
of gods and men in the same picture, and familiar appeal to 
ever-present divine agency, in harmony with the interpretation 
of nature at that time universal. 

It is undoubtedly easier to feel than to describe the impressive 
influence of Homeric narrative: but the time and circumstances 
under which that influence was first, and most powerfully felt, 
preclude the possibility of explaining it by comprehensive and 
elaborate comparisons, such as are implied in Aristotle's remarks 
upon the structure of the poems. The critic who seeks the 
explanation in the right place will not depart widely from the 
point of view of those rude auditors to whom the poems were 
originally addressed, or from the susceptibilities and capacities 
common to the human bosom in every stage of progressive 
culture. And though the refinements and delicacies of the 
poems^ as well as their general structure, arc a subject of highly 
•ntercsting criticism — yet it is not to these that Homer owes 
liis wide-spread and imperishable popularity. Still less is it 
true, as the well-known observations of Horace would lead us 
to believe, that Homer is a teacher of ethical wisdom akin and 
superior to Chrysippus or Grantor.^ No didactic purpose is to 

made a very great advance, as coramred with the glossographeis who 
preceded them. (See Lehrs, Be Stodiis Aristarchi, Bissert, ii, p, 42,) 

* Horat. Bpist. i. a, v. i-a6— 

” Sirenum voces, et Circes pocula nosti ; 

Qnis si cum aociis stulms cupidui^ue bibissee, 
vUishet canis Immundus, vd arnica luto sus." 

Horace contrasts the folly and greediness of the companions of Ulysses 
in accepting the refreshments tendered to them by Circe, with the self-com- 
' mand of Ulysses himself in refusing diem. But in the incident os described 
in the original poem, neither the praise, nor the blame here implied, finds 
, any countenance. 'Ihe companions of Ulysses follow the universal practice 
in accepting hospitality tendered to strangers, the fatal consequences of 
which, In their particular case, they could have no irtoands for suspectinv; 
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be found in the Iliad and Odyssey : a philosopher may dc 
less extract, from the incidents and strongly-marked chara 
which it contains, much illustrative matter for his exhortat 
— but the ethical doctrine which he applies must emanate fr 
his own reflection. The Homeric hero manifests virtues 
infirmities, fierceness or compassion, with the tfame straigh 
forward and simple-minded vivacity, unconscious of any idea 
standard by which his conduct is to be tried nor can wo 
trace in the poet any ulterior function beyond that of the 
inspired organ of the Muse, and the nameless, but eloquent, 
herald of lost adventures out of the darkness of the past. 

while Ulysses is preset vcd fiom a similar fate, not by any self-command 
of his own, but by a previous divine warning and a special antidote, which 
had not been vouchsafed to the rest (see Odyss. x. 285). And the inch 
, dent of the Sirens, if it is to be taken as evidence of anything, indicates 
rather the absence, than the presence, of self-command on the part of 
Ulysses. 

Of the violent mutations of text, whereby the Grammatici or critics tried 
to efface from Homer bad ethical tendencies (we must remember that many 
of these men were lecturers to youth), a remarkable specimen is afforded 1^ 
the Venet, Schol. ad liiad. ix. 453 j compare I’lutiircb, de Audiendis Poetis, 
p, 95, Phoenix describes the calamitous family tragedy in which ho him- 
self had been portly the agent, partly the victim. Now that on Homeric 
hero should confess guilty proceedin^ und still more guilty designs, with- 
out any expression of shame or contrition, was insupportable to the feeling- 
of the critics. One of them, Aristodemus, thrust two negative pailiclr u 
into one of the lines ; and though be themby ruined not only the sense hi ' 
the metre, his emendation procured for him universal applause, because b 
had maintained the innocence of the hero (xal oi nivov TiiSoKlftriiriy, 

Knl A* tiiTfPv riv Hfiua), And Aristaichus thought thi 

case so farming, that he struck out from the text four lines whidi have 
only been preserved to us by Plutaich ('0 fih 'Aplffrapxei ri fni 
ravra, (^oPnStlj). See the Fragment of Uioscorides (wapl rav wap' 'O/iiipv 
Nd/Miv) in Didot’s Fragmentu Historicor. Graecor. vol. ii. p. 193. 

i " C’est un tableau idial, h coup sQr, que celui de la societd Grecque 
dans les chants qui portent le nom d’Homere : el pourtant cette sociite y 
est toute entitle reproduile, avec la rusticitd, la firocite de ses moeurs, ses 
bonnes et ses mauvaises passions, sans dessein de faire particuli&rement res- 
sortlt, de ciUbrer lei ou tel de ses m^riies, de ses avantages, ou de laisser 
dons I’ombre ses vices et ses maux. Ce melange da bien et du med, da fort 
et du faible — cette simultaneity d’idees et de sentimens en apparence con- 
traires— cette varietd, cette incoherence, ce developpement megal de la 
nature et de la destinee hnmaine — o’est preciB6nent la ce qu'il y a de plus 
poetique, car c’est le fond mSme des choses, c’est la verite sur I’homme et le 
monde : et dans les peintures ideaks qu’en veulent faire la poesie, le roman 
et m8ine I’histoire, cel ensemble, si divers et pourtant si harmonieux, doit 
ae retrouver ; sans quo! I'idetd veritable y manque aussi bien que la tealite.” 
(Guizot, Coats d’Histoire hfodeme, Lefony'"*, vol, i, p, 285.) 
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